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Field Use of New Developments 


By Paul H. Henson, chief engineer 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The following article was prepared by our 
chief engineer for an address before the Plant Committee of 
the United States Independent Telephone Association in Chicago 
last October. It presents one of the problems now confronting 
the telephone industry. Startling new developments in the 
electronic field have a direct bearing on the future of com- 
munications and cannot be ignored in present-day planning for 
telephone expansion and development. Mr. Henson’s message, 
kowever, is reassuring. He believes that we should look into 
the future with confidence; withal we must proceed today 


with caution. 


There is an ever-increasing kinship between the elec- 
tronic and telephone industries. Specific items which derive 
from basic research are the transistor, the negative imped- 
ance repeater, the solar battery, one-way radio signaling 
systems and the silicon rectifier. Further, there is an inter- 
esting relationship between three of these developments; 
namely, the transistor, the solar battery and the silicon 
rectifier which really makes them all one breed of cats. 

Basic research accomplished on semi-conductor materials 
has resulted in the development of these three new products 
which will have a most significant impact on the telephone 
industry. Perhaps a bit of explanation is in order. Semi- 
conductors are those materials in the solid state intermediate 
in conductivity between metals and insulators. Silicon an 
germanium are two such materials. Prior to 1946, the 
Army had conducted limited developmental work on silicon 
and germanium as an insulating material. Several labora- 
tories held a mediocre interest for the materials because of 
an apparent application in certain control devices and in 
rectifiers for very high frequencies. 

One of the characteristics of germanium, and also of 
silicon, is that it may exist in either of two states depending 
on the presence of minute impurities. In one of these states, 
a metallic point in contact with it will pass current in 
one direction but not in the other, and in the second state 
the direction of rectification is reversed. Now this unethical 
behavior can be explained in terms of quantum theory but 
I don’t think you would be interested—even if I could 
explain it. This action of semiconductor crystals was 
known as early as the 1930’s but no one quite knew what 
to do with it. The most interesting property of these junc- 
tions to early experimenters was that of being sensitive to 
light. This property also led to later significant develop- 
ments. 

On purely theoretical grounds, there was reason to 
believe that such a material might have its conductivity 
altered by subjecting it to an electrical field. This theory 
suggested one way in which a solid-state amplifier might be 
realized. Attempts were made to build such an amplifier 
and since all attempts failed, an explanation was sought. 
A systematic research program on the properties of semi- 
conductors was then launched, and after analyzing many 
unsuccessful tests, the transistor as an amplifying device 
was brought into being in 1948. 

Then came the complex problems of manufacture and 


fabrication. First methods had to be devised to purify ger- 
manium compounds to the extent that there was but one 
impurity atom per billion germanium atoms. Next came 
the technique involving the controlled introduction of 
impurity elements such as boron, arsenic or indium back 
into a thin slice of the purified germanium. This latter 
process is now accomplished quite readily by diffusion 
methods involving treatment with vapors at high tempera- 
tures. However all of the fundamental study and research 
that went into the creation of the transistor was later found 
to be directly applicable to the production of the solar 
battery and the silicon rectifier. 

The solar battery is a very innocent appearing apparatus 
that is made of wafers of silicon, especially prepared using 
a method very similar to that just described for the ger- 
manium that goes to make up a junction transistor. The 
silicon cells, being extremely sensitive to lght, convert 
sunlight into electrical power with a much higher efficiency 
than has been achieved with any previous photovoltaic 
device. Their present efficiency of approximately 11% com- 
pares favorably with the better gasoline engines of today. 
The maximum theoretical efficiency is estimated to be 22 
per cent. When you realize that the sun supphes over a 
quadrillion (one followed by fifteen zeroes) kilowatt 
hours of energy daily—comparable with all the reserves 
of coal, oil, natural gas and uranium found on earth— 
an efficiency of 22 per cent still provides limitless power. 
The more recent cells can be electrically connected together 
to deliver power from the sun at a rate of 100 watts per 
square yard of silicon surface. 

The silicon rectifier is basically a silicon and metal 
contact that employs an active element which is smaller than 
the head of a pin. Again, the basic knowledge of semicon- 
ductor materials, together with experience gained in manu- 
facturing processes, led to the development of this somewhat 
amazing rectifier. Since practically all telephone exchanges 
employ rectifiers of some nature to convert AC to DC for 
battery charging or other power requirements, its possible 
field of use is indeed broad. Emphasizing miniaturization 
to an extreme, a completely packaged unit about the size of 
a pea will furnish 10 amperes of direct current at 100 volts. 
The almost unlimited life span, the ability to withstand high 
operating temperatures and the compactness combine to 
make this unusual device worthy of a Hollywood press 
agent’s best efforts. 
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After this somewhat optimistic dissertation, perhaps we 
should relate the significance of these developments to the 
telephone industry. Since the transistor has been in existence 
the longest—some seven years—let us use the applications 
of this device as an illustration. Several recent articles in 
the technical press provide a status report on transistor 
usage even though the applications are in marked contrast 
as between the significant and worth while in opposition 
to the unusual or novel. As one illustration, one article 
stated that there are presently more than one and a half 
million transistor units in use in hearing aid applications. 
The second article described a transistorized golf ball that 
had been constructed as a novelty demonstration of the 
ruggedness, reliability and minute power requirements of 
the transistor. For the 1,500,000 people who use an electronic 
hearing aid unit the transistor is truly a significant de- 
velopment. 


Likewise, the transistor golf ball does have some signifi- 
cance, not as a commercial application but as an illustration 
of the possibilities of miniaturization. This ‘“‘non-losable” 
golf ball is an abbreviated broadcast transmitter using a 
transistor and miniature components. Despite its size, the 
unit transmits a sufficiently strong radio frequency signal 
to be picked up by a portable, pocket-size receiver. By 
merely rotating the receiver as a direction finder, one can 
easily determine the location of the electronic golf ball 
whether it be in the rough, a sand trap, a water hazard, or, 
by chance, in the fairway. It should probably be added 
that this item is not yet available at your home pro shop, 
but for those of us who count our scores as the number of 
balls lost per nine holes, it holds great promise. 


Yet, apart from hearing aids and golf balls, the transistor 
has many other useful, as well as unusual, applications. 
Typical telephone devices that now employ the transistor or 
phototransistor in amplifier, oscillator or control circuits 
are negative impedance repeaters, central office tone gen- 
erators, pulse generators, operators’ headsets, impaired hear- 
ing telephone sets, rural line carriers and card translators in 
intertoll switching systems, to mention but a few. A recent 
article in a business periodical stated that in new electronic 
equipment under development, 22% will employ transis- 
tors in circuits formerly employing vacuum tubes. In a year 
it is predicted that this figure will reach 38%. With the 
amount of electronic equipment presently in telephone 
plant in the form of voice frequency repeaters, carrier 
current telephone and telegraph systems, microwave sys- 
tems, mobile radio and test equipments, etc., this change 
alone has considerable impact. 


However, that is not the entire picture. In fact, it is but 
a small portion. Starting with our basic developments, the 
transistor, the solar battery and the silicon rectifier, let us 
also consider printed circuitry, miniaturized components 
such as condensers, resistors, speakers, and inductances, high 
frequency techniques in both carrier current and microwave 
systems, automatic toll handling in the form of subscriber 
direct distance dialing, automatic ticketing and billing pro- 
cedures, electronic computers (transistorized, if you prefer) 
and already we have played havoc with our conventional 
way of providing telephone service. Yet these are all 


The famed “peanut” 
(6AK5) vacuum tube is 
ccnsidered to be minia- 
ture apparatus, but in 
this photograph it is 
contrasted to its great 
disadvantage with the 
tiny plastic bead of a 
transistor. 


The tiny device shown on the hand is one of Bell Telephone Labora- 
tories’ new silicon power rectifiers. Lined up are seven selenium rectifiers 
such as might be used in a television set or a private telephone switch- 
board. The one silicon rectifier does the job of the seven others shown. 
The active element is a silicon wafer smaller than the head of a pin. 


devices or equipments that are available in one form or 
another today. 

If memory serves correctly, it was Oliver Wendell 
Holmes who said “I find the great thing in this world 
is not so much where we stand, as in what direction we are 
moving.” It is fairly obvious that we are moving in the 
direction of the electronic application. Of course, utilization 
of these electronic devices brings two over-worked words, 
miniaturization and automation, immediately into play. 

Many plant men and engineers agree that miniaturization 
will be the most significant development in the telephone 
industry in the next 20 years. Among other things, its 
effect will be important on central office equipment. This 
statement assumes that the transistor will someday be the 
heart of switching, identifying, ticketing, tone generation, 
amplification, carrier current, radio, and microwave systems, 
as well as other vital central office equipment. Coupled 
with other miniature components, the space and floor loading 
requirements will be drastically reduced. Using components 
which possess an extended service life, maintenance and 
repair could conceivably become a minor item in com- 
parison with that required for equipments using electro- 
mechanical or vacuum tube components. The silicon recti- 
fier also fits very nicely into this scheme of things and would 
serve to reduce space and weight requirements while pro- 
viding a rectifying element with practically unlimited life 
and minimum maintenance. 

The solar battery is presently performing well on tests 
that are designed to determine its adequacy for charging a 
small storage battery which in turn powers a transis- 
torized rural carrier terminal or repeater. This will 
undoubtedly prove to be one of the immediate applications 
for the battery since the transistorized and miniaturized 
carrier equipment requires but small amounts of power. 


See “New Developments,” page 11 


The Eell Solar Battery being mounted on pole at Americus, Georgia, to 
power an amolifier on rural telephone line. 
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FOUR 56 CLUB OPEN FOR MEMBERSHIP 


WHAT IS THE FOUR ‘56 CLUB? 


_An Organization made up of LT&T Company employees who are sales-minded, alert to oppor- 
tunities, and have an eye on their future. 


WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP? 


Any male or female employee of the LT&T Company between the ages of 16 and 66. 


HOW CAN ONE BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CLUB? 


By selling at least four items of supplemental equipment or services which produce or increase 
evenue on a monthly rental basis. Items such as koil or extra length cords with a one-time service 
charge will be omitted as credit for Club members. 


“Sell 4 in 756” 


WHEN CAN WE START? 


NOW! Every ‘Service Request’’ dated after January 1, 1956, will be counted. 


. Watch this page in the “‘News’’ each month for names and faces of Four ‘56 Club members. 
Let’s improve our subscribers’ service while investing in our future. 


“Sell 4 in °56” 
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An Income lax 


Dream 


(Based on information from the American Institute of Accountants, the 
national professicnal socicty cf certified public accountants.) 


Tom looked at Betty over the breakfast coffee. “You 
tell me your dream and I'll tell you mine.” 

“Tt’s not very romantic,” she said. “That old income tax 
blank was on my mind and I had a nightmare. I dreamed 
I was sitting on a giant calendar, turned to April 15, and 
as I finished each page of the tax form another page was 
suddenly added on!” 

“It?s April 16 this year,” Tom reminded her. “Anyway, 
I did better than that. I was dreaming of all the things that 


would cut down my tax.” 


“Such as?” 
“Such as that you presented me with sextuplets last New 


Year’s Eve—just in time to give us a $3,600 tax exemption.” 

“T did WHAT?” 

“ and the tax-exempt interest on all my holdings of 
state and municipal bonds,” Tom went on, “and the special 
credit on about a million dollars in dividends ... and the 
depletion allowance on my oil wells .. .” 

Betty relaxed with a sigh. “You are a dreamer!” 

That evening Tom and Betty came down to earth. They 
read the instructions which came with the tax form and 
found some tax savings they could use. Perhaps you can 
use them too. 

For one thing, Betty had worked part time and was 
planning to make out a separate return to get back the 
tax that had been withheld from her pay. 

“Oh no,” Tom said, “if you did that we couldn’t file 
a joint return. I’d have to use a separate return and pay 
at a higher rate.” 

Most married couples can save by filing a joint return. 
Tom and Betty did so—and of course they included Betty’s 
earnings and took credit for the tax withheld by her em- 
ployer. They started to work on the regular Form 1040 
and decided to fill out 1040 in detail instead of taking the 
standard deduction. 

Tom and Betty had the tax forms and instructions on 
the table. They gathered together a scratch pad, check 
stubs and a set of envelopes containing the receipts they 
had collected during the year. Tom went out to the car 
and got the notebook he had been using to keep track of 
car expenses. Now they were ready to begin tax figur- 
ing in earnest. 

“Tet’s fill out a trial form in pencil first,” Betty said, 
“so we'll have everything right when we make out the 
official return.” 

After their names, address, and social security numbers, 
they came to the listing of an exemption for Tom and one for 
Betty, since neither of them is 65 or blind. 

“T don’t think we can list Bud as a dependent any more,” 
said Tom, “since he earned $600 or more last summer.” 

But they read further and learned that this limit did 
not apply to their son because he was a full-time student, 
so Bud’s name was listed for another exemption. 

“We can also list your mother,’ Tom said. 

“Do you think we can do that?” Betty asked “My broth- 
ers take care of part of her support.” 

“No one of us provided more than half her support,” 
Tom explained. “But if your brothers will sign a new form 
called a Multiple Support Agreement, we can take turns 
using the deduction. If I ask them, perhaps they’ll agree 
to let us use it this year.” 

The next part of the form called for their income. They 
listed their wages and the amount of tax withheld, copying 


the amounts from their W-2 withhoiding slips. Their other 
income included savings bank interest and $38 of dividends 
from a few shares of stock. 

“Wait a minute,” said Tom, “that $38 goes on the last 
page of the form, and we don’t have to pay tax on the first 
$50 of dividends.” 

“In fact,” added Betty, ‘you could have $50 of dividends 
and I could have $50 and there’d still be no tax.” 

After listing their income and exemptions, they moved 
on to the deductions. 

“This is what I’ve been waiting for!” Tom exclaimed, 
and he began copying columns of figures from the check 
stubs and receipts onto the scratch pad. While he was 
figuring the medical deduction, Betty pointed to the in- 
structions on sick pay. 

“Vou’re so right, honey,” Tom said. 

He went back to the amount of his wages and sub- 
tracted the pay he had received while sickness kept him 
from work. The instructions told him that an employee 
can exclude from his income any payments up to $100 per 
week from his employer (or insurance company) while 
absent from work because of sickness or injury. 

“I guess it was lucky I had to go to the hospital,” he 
added. “If I hadn’t been there at least one day I would 
have to pay tax on the pay I received for the first week I 
was sick.” He wrote out a brief explanation to attach to 
the return. 

Having subtracted his sick pay from his wages, Tom 
went back to the medical expenses and figured that he was 
entitled to nearly $100 deduction because he had spent that 
much more than 3% of his gross income—not counting 
benefits from health insurance. From his notes on the 
scratch pad he worked out other deductions: interest paid 
on the mortgage and on a small loan from the bank, charit- 
able contributions (including the value of clothing and 
other goods given to the church rummage sale), real estate 
taxes on their home, sales taxes and the damage done to 
their roof in a storm. 

“Why did you bring your car expense book?” Betty 
asked. 

“Gasoline tax,” was Tom’s reply, as he added up his 
deduction for the state tax on gasoline he had purchased 
during the year. 

“Now what are you doing with that child care deduc- 
tion?” Betty exploded. “You’re really getting deduction- 
happy. I can hardly remember when Bud was under the 
age of 12!” 

“It’s not for Bud,” Tom explained. “The same deduction 
applies to care of a disabled dependent. Remember, we 


See “Income Tax Dream,’ Page 12 
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and the aged, to hospitals and through the up- 
town and warehouse buildings at Lincoln. And 
on December 19 they made a live TV appear- 
ance over KOLN-TV. Employee members of 
the armed forces were not forgotten, nor were 
the shut-ins and those who were ill at Christ- 
mas. Gifts and remembrances were sent to 
them by the personnel department. The pic- 
tures on these pages are but a sampling of the 
many holiday activities sponsored by the com- 


pany. 


Holiday 


The Yuletide spirit pervaded the length and 
breadth of LT&T territory as groups of em- 
ployees gathered to add to the luster of the | 
season. Parties were almost too numerous to 
account for, and from far and near comes the 
staid report, “A good time was had by all!” | 
Nearly every area had its assembly, while at | 
Lincoln the two-party program again pre- 
vailed—one for adults and one for children. 
The caroling group again brought the well 
loved Christmas songs to homes for children 


— 


Enjoying the Beatrice Gift Exchange are, front row: Beverly Rotzin, 
Anna Menninga, Alys White, Pernal Moore, Eleanor Bryant, Evelyn Menke, 
Dorothy Scheele, Lela Watson. Second row: Elsie Cooper, Irma Arnold, 
Marcella O’Bryan, Henrietta Menninga, Alice Koziol, Ruth Corter, Phyllis 
Jungck, Mable Wieting, Marcella Will. Standing: Lola Boughton, Myrtle 
Janssen, Kathryn Widick, Hattie Elmshaeuser, Veronica Siske, Marylin Von- 
derhaar, Alice Reents, Rethal Falk, Winifred Jackson, Joan Borzekofski, 


Genevieve Harper, Rosalie Witkowski, Edna Mahloch. 


A flood of thank-you notes and letters descended on the office of the 
personnel director from those who received special remembrances at 
Christmas time. In the picture, Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, 
is giving them his attention. 
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The Carolers, thirty strong, as they sang for the telecast over KOLN-TV 
on Monday, December 19. The director is Earl Jenkins of the U of N 
School of Music. Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer, was accompanist for 
the group in all their practice sessions and appearances. Tape recordings 
were broadcast from radio stations at Beatrice, Hastings, Lincoln and York. 
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High above Lincoln’s nighttime 
skyline the Christmas Star shone 
through the holiday season. The 
lighted, revolving star was an engi- 
neering and construction feat of 
some magnitude. It could be seen 
for miles from its lofty perch at 
the top of the microwave tower. 


Operators of the 

A total of 53 were present at the Tecumseh area party held at the 
V.F.W. Club. Pawnee City area employees were invited guests. At one 
table the camera found Delvin McCoy, Beverly Johnson, Raymond Johnson 


cnd Shirley McCoy. 


Caldwell. 


The juveniles of Lincoln gave their undivided attention to Morton the 
Magician at the Christmas party held at the Cornhusker Hotel, Saturday, 
December 17. The children were greeted by story-book characters and gifts 
were distributed by Santa from his sieigh. 


“s PA be are Ss 


The Lincoln adult party was held Friday, December 16, at the Lincoln 
Hotel. The program featured a giant Bingo game, snack lunch and dancing. 
Larry Connealy, of Accounting, was general chairman of the committee 
on arrangements. the 
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The annual Commercial breakfast at Lincoln was 


The annual Accounting gift exchange found this group eagerly awaiting 


arrival of Santa Claus. attendance among commercial employees. 


Another view of the big Hastings 
gathering. This picture was taken 
from the opposite end of the room 
from that in upper right. 


game at the Lincoln adult party 
were Bob Wohlberg, left, and Jack 


held before 
on December 23. The traditional gathering, as usual, drew almost 100% 


For the first time in many years Hastings exploded with a big general 
party for all employees, their wives, husbands and escorts. Some _ notion 
of its success can be gained from the multitude shown above and in the 
picture below at left. 


Virginia Lempka, Darold Hahn, Inez Meister, Norma Lee Hahn, Shirley 


Lempka. 


One of the finest Christmas projects was that of Lincoln Traffic girls 
who used the proceeds of their coke and coffee sales to buy presents for 
residents of the Westview Home for Aged; bed jackets, scarves and cigar- 
ettes. They also presented a $100 gift to Glenn Obert. The committee in 
charge is shown above. From left: Marguerite Mazuch, Helen Campbell, 
Ruthann Snyder, Betty Behm and Vera Burk. The beautiful poinsettia at 
left was a gift to the operators from T. C. Woods and Merle M. Hale. 
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Some of the hosts and hostesses for the Lincoln Children’s party. From 
left: Ruth Gekas, Charles Lindgren, Pat Tolhurst, Dean Hobson, Thelma 
MahiIman, Merle Sherman, Mary Pohlenz and Nancy Hoffman. 
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Service Anniversaries 


Cc. A. Burge A. B. aters 


Beatrice Lincoln 
40 Years 30 Years 


AO YEARS C. A. Burge, Beatrice. 

39 YEARS A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
33 YEARS A. M. Geist, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS Edith Seward, Hastings. 
30 YEARS A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS G. D. Brock, Crete; J. H. Manka- 
myer, Sutton; Hattie Staley, Lincoln. 


28 YEARS Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. 
Birdsley, Auburn; A. Marie Pearson, John 
Spady, Hastings. 


27 YEARS Kathryn Portsche, R. T. Ross, 
Lincoln. 


26 YEARS C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS Inez Olsen, Wahoo; Gladys Stiers, 


Geneva. 


22 YEARS Pearl Barnhouse, Mary Borne- 


meier, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS Arthur Balderson, Lincoln. 
18 YEARS Cecile Morehead, Tecumseh. 
17 YEARS Lucile Schmersal, Lincoln. 


16 YEARS LaVerne Braun, Lincoln; Mildred 
Brobst, Benedict; Elizabeth Nichols, Platts- 


mouth. 


13 YEARS Eleanor Buettgenback, Hazel Ne- 
man, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Ruth Compton, Hastings; Belle 
Howery, Lincoln; Margaret Sanburg, Schick- 
ley. 

11 YEARS Henrietta Menninga, Beatrice; A. 
D. Miller, Lincoln. 


9 YEARS H. E. Butler, Ashland; C. H. Eitz- 
mann, Arleen Swanson, E. R. Travis, Lincoln; 
V. E. Embrey, York; Fern Jacobs, Crete. 


8 YEARS M. J. Danaher, Wymore; C. W. 
Semple, Lincoln; Esther Wittenberger, Alex- 
andria. 


7 YEARS W. F. Hendrix, R. W. Lane, Jr., 
Lincoln; Barbara McCord, D. E. Webb, Hast- 
ings; L. L. Rezny, Wilber. 


6 YEARS Victor Cacek, Fairbury; Rowena 
Light, Lincoln. 


5 YEARS Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth; Myrtle 

Janssen, Irma Arnold, Beatrice; Irene Mail- 
and, Seward; A. L. Reed, Darlene Russell, 
C. W. Broer, J. W. Cruickshank, Lincoln; 
Arlene Reetz, York. 


New Mode of Life for 
Ray Boling 


The coming of 1956 wrought a 
change in activities for Raymond C. 
Boling, who reached retirement age the 
month before. Ray has spent all his 
adult years in the telephone business. 
He gained five 
years experience 
before coming to 
LT@T as lineman 
for the Nebraska 
Telephone Com- 
pany and the South- 
east Nebraska Tele- 


phone Company. 


He joined our ranks 


Raymond C. Boling 
in May 1915, but later was enticed to 
the Summerfield (Kansas) Telephone 
Company where he labored for a year 


and a half before returning to our 
company. Ray has always been a mem- 
ber of the construction department. He 
got his sub-foreman stripes in 1919 and 


except for a three-year period during 
the depression was actively in charge 
of crews until 1951 when he was pro- 
moted to Lincoln city foreman. 

In early times Ray was a_ baseball 
player of no mean ability and was a 
member of the great LT&T teams that 
trod the diamonds during the "twenties. 
His regular position was guardian of 
second base although he was equally at 
home in the outfield. 


In later years he added the photo- 
graphic hobby to his list of interests 
and usually carried a camera on_ his 
tours of inspection of construction jobs. 
The News has profited greatly from 
these efforts as many of the illustra- 
tions used in this magazine during the 
past several years have been products 
of his camera work. 

Mr. Boling had a credited service 
record of more than 39 years at the 
time of his retirement. We are glad to 
report that he will continue to make 
his home in Lincoln and, in fact, is 
making plans to embark on a new 
career 1n construction engineering. 
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Keckler Retires With New Year 


Arthur S. Keckler, plant training 
supervisor, was welcomed into the ranks 
of retired employees on January 1, after 
having served but a few months short 
of half a century in the telephone field. 
He was a very 
young man _ when 
employed by the 
Dean Electric Com- 
pany back in April 
1906, but he was 
apt at learning and 
soon became a 
switchboard in- 
staller. 

In 1909 LT&’T 
was in the market 
for a new toll switchboard and the Dean 
company got the order. Mr. Keckler 
arrived with the switchboard and went 
about the business of wiring it into 
place. When the job was finished, 
tested and working fine, Arthur was 
assigned to another distant installation 
but it wasn’t long before he was back 
in Lincoln, applying for a job with our 
company. It seems that during his stay 
he had become seriously inclined toward 
one of the toll operators. So Colora 
Hale became Mrs. Keckler and Arthur 
became an employee of LT&T. 


Be 


Arthur S. Keckler 


The year was 1910. Since that time 
Mr. Keckler has run the gamut of posi- 
tions too lengthy to enumerate, There 
was a four-year hitch as switchboard 
supervisor; five years as manager at 
Havelock; four years as maintenance in- 
spector and ten years as district clerk. 
He became plant training supervisor in 
April 1952. In this position the fullest 
use has been realized from his wide 
experience in plant work. 


Arthur’s heavy thatch of black hair 
has long been the envy of younger, 
ereyer and balder men. Some have given 
voice to the suspicion that he applies 
black shoe polish to both extremities, 
but such is not the case. It is true, 
however, that he is one of the youngest 
looking men to reach retirement age. 
It is good to know that he enters his 
new way of life in health and vigor and 
that he will continue his residence in 
Lincoln. 


In Appreciation 


Thanks so much to everyone for the many 
cards and letters received during my confinement 
in the hospital and at home. Each one contributed 
to my recovery and was greatly appreciated. 


Harlan W. Cane 


At a luncheon held December 5, Merle M. Hale, vice president, explained the advantages of the 
service change to city, county, state and federal officials. With him at the head table, from left, are: 
Alex Geist, district sales supervisor; Clark Jeary, Mayor of Lincoln; Mr. Hale; W. A. Holloway, regional 
director of the General Services Administration; A. B. Waters, district commercial manager; and Robert L. 
Van Buskirk, chief, communications branch, buildings management division of General Services Administration. 


Consolidated Telephone Service For Government Offices 


Some thirty federal offices in Lincoln are now reaping 
the advantages of a consolidated telephone system which 
was brought into service Monday, December 5. Heart of 
the system is the new 200-line PABX equipment located in 
the Post Office building at 10th and P streets. Two oper- 
ators are normally stationed at the attendants’ board to 
handle incoming calls, while interdepartmental calls and 
those between the various participating offices can now be 
dialed from individual telephones without assistance from 
the operators. The board serves all government offices in 
the Veterans Building at 12th and O streets, the Post Office 
building and the Rudge and Guenzel building at 134 South 
13th street. Because of their distance from the switch- 
board, some other federal offices are not included in the 
consolidated system and will continue to have individual 
telephone service. 

The inauguration of the new system was officially 
observed at a luncheon held at the Chamber of Commerce 
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Above ... A final and exacting test is being given 
the incoming trunks on the two-position attendant’s 
cabinet by Walter Stewart, equipment foreman. Mr. 
Stewart’s experience in manual board ailments has been 
gathered in an unbroken acquaintanceship dating back 
through more than 35 veers. 


on December 5, which was attended by representatives of 
the General Services Administration; officials of city, state 
and federal offices as well as by members of LT@T. W. A. 
Holloway, regional director of the General Services Admin- 
istration, and Merle M. Hale, vice president of LT&T, 
were principal speakers. 


Some fine compliments have been directed toward 
Walter Stewart, equipment foreman, Bob Swanson and 
Dean Jones, installer-repairmen, PBX, for a nearly flawless 
job of installation. The new system is expected to provide 
better service to the public and to the government at a 
lower over-all cost. 


Working to the advantage of all concerned will be a 
new centralized system of operation and accounting, which 
will be handled through the General Services Administration. 
The telephone number for all offices served through the 
new switchboard is 5-3273. 


Below .. . In the final phases of the erection and 
wiring of the dial switching equipment of the new PABX, 
Robert W. Swanson, W. C. Stewart and L. D. Jones make 
a careful check of the wiring diagram. 
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Our Cover 


Our thanks to Margaret Sanburg, 
chief operator at Shickley, for our 
“Happy New Year” cover picture. It 
is one of those rare photographic efforts 
which appear perhaps once in a lifetime 
to gladden the heart of an amateur 
camera fan. The little lady’s name is 
Cynthia Louise Gilbert. She is Mrs. 
Sanburg’s 814-months-old granddaugh- 
ter. The picture was taken in the Shick- 
ley central office where Cynthia now 
lives with her mother, Betty, while her 
daddy is serving his country as a mem- 
ber of the O.S.I. in a foreign country. 
Cynthia's mother was once employed at 
Omaha with the Northwestern Bell. 


Hers is a telephone family. 


But Cynthia was born too late to be 
a local telephone operator as her mother 
and grandmother before her. Beyond a 


doubt, before she has reached the age 
of employment the Shickley switch- 
board and all others like it in LT&?T- 
land will have given way to the imper- 
sonable metallic switch which will 
establish local and long distance connec- 
tions at the bidding of the subscriber’s 
dial. Such is the penalty we must pay 
to the inexorable march of time and 
progress. 


From an Old Friend 


It was pleasant indeed to find in the 
mail a letter from Walter Thorgrimson, 
once commercial engineer and the first 
editor of the Lincoln Telephone News. 
Mr. Thorgrimson left our employ in 
1922 to join the Bell system. He re- 
tired as a commercial official at Des 
Moines in 1943. He writes under the 
date of December 29 from Arcadia, 
California: 


| 


have just received the December issue of 
the News and enjoyed it very much. Even though 
it has been more than 30 years since leaving 
Lincoln, there are still quite a number of active 
employees with LT&T and those retiring recently, 
whom | knew and worked with in the ‘good old 
days,’ and whose names and pictures appear in 
the News from month to month. These names 
and faces, together with the pictures and stories 
about buildings, equipment and groups of people 
at work and play, bring back pleasant memories 
and make me feel proud of having once been a 
part of this fine organization. 


“Your news item regarding the recent com- 
pletion of the History of LT&T gives me courage 
to ask for a copy. | assure you it will be of much 
interest and pleasure to me and will afford an 
intimate review of events which occurred during 
my period of employment with LT&T. 


“May | extend to you and your fellow employees 
my very best wishes for a happy and Prosperous 
New Year.” 


(Signed) Walter Thorgrimson. 


Costly Fire af Auburn 


At about ten o’clock on the night of 
December 19, fire destroyed a small 
shed and its contents in an alley at 
Auburn. To the casual observer the 
damages were of minor nature. But to 
LT&T they were very costly. The 
flames were hot enough to melt the 
overhead cable which carried long dis- 
tance circuits to Brock, Johnson, Te- 
cumseh, Omaha, Nebraska City and 
Lincoln. Long distance calls to these 
points were temporarily routed through 
Falls City while cable splicers Don Wil- 
liams and Lyle Higgins with helper 
Tom Fuller hurried to the scene from 
Lincoln. They arrived at about one 
in the morning and worked through the 
night and most of the next day before 
the damage was repaired. Local service 
in the north part of the city was also 
disrupted for several hours. 
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The Power of a Name 


(An Editorial) 


Once we read of a man who said 
that, so far as he was concerned, his 
own name was the most important 
word in the English language. Probably 
he was only reciting a law of human na- 
ture. A man is usually more interested 
in his own name than in anything else. 


Most people like to see their names 
in the paper and get a kick out of hav- 
ing babies named for them. When a 
prominent man with your surname 
makes a startling discovery or contri- 
bution to the world, you are entitled 
to smile and say, “Well, after all, he 
has a good name; no wonder!” 


There is no doubt about it. Your 
name means a lot to you. What’s more, 
you will go to great ends to keep that 
name in good standing. By doing so 
you are following the law of nature by 
observing your own set standards in 


the “Golden Rule” of living. 


Similarly, a company’s reputation 1s 
based upon its good name. And good 
names are not attained without estab- 
lishing a background of fair dealing 
and right doing. We like to talk of 
LT&T and its achievements; to tell 
folks about our new equipment and 
growth of subscribers’ rolls. Perhaps 
unknowingly we are constantly adding 
to LT&T’s good name by plugging its 
policies and advancements and are 
quick to rise to its defense when it is 
unjustly criticized. Why? Because we 
are proud. Our company’s name means 
almost as much to us as our own name. 
And why shouldn't it? LT&T is just 
a group of people with good names 
working together. 

Employees, past and present, have 
built the good name of the company 
through years of cheerful, courteous 
contact with our customers and giving 
them the kind of service they should 
expect from a firm with LT&T’s repu- 
tation. It has taken good honest ef- 
fort, but it’s worth it. And this spirit 
keeps our names where we like to see 
them best—on the payroll. 


In Appreciation 


J. C. Gear, wire chief at Fairbury, who 
has been undergoing treatment at a Savan- 
nah, Missouri hospital, asks the News to 
extend his thanks to all the friends who 
sent him cards and remembrances. They 
were very much appreciated. 


"Proper Clearances and Good Grounds” 
Subject of Lincoln Power Demonstration Meet 


By J. S. Reea 


A power demonstration meeting was sponsored by 
LT&T’s Engineering Department at the Richards Labora- 
tory on the University of Nebraska city campus December 
13. Before an interested and highly appreciative gathering 
of engineers and plant supervisory personnel from LT&T 
and several power groups, a safety demonstration team 
from the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company showed, 
by means of protector display panels and a model of a joint 
telephone and power lead, the effects of insufficient clear- 
ances between telephone and power lines, inadequate elec- 
trical protection, and missing or inadequate grounds. 


Dramatic displays of brilliant flashes with vicious whip- 
like cracks as power voltage discharges hurled miniature 
plastic models of linemen from miniature poles emphasized 
the importance of safe working practices in the vicinity of 
power lines. The danger of direct contacts with a wet pole 
being raised in proximity to power lines was also demon- 
strated, as were effects of “careless acts” on the part of 
plant workers and flip-ups of telephone wires into contact 
with a power line. The possibility of dangerous potentials 
on defective street light brackets was pointed out. 


In demonstrating various protection practices, the 
Northwestern Bell team placed emphasis on proper ground- 
ing procedures and the use of adequate protective measures 
to assure the safety of telephone subscribers and company 
personnel who might be exposed to contact with dangerous 
potentials, 


The demonstrations and the discussions that followed 
pointed up the growing importance of cooperation between 


New Developments Continued from Page 3 


The simplification and cost reduction per unit which comes 
with miniaturization should make feasible the provision of 
urban service to rural subscribers via carrier. Such circuitry 
will also reflect in the provision of interexchange toll 
facilities. 


The development of wave guide transmissions, the util- 
ization of over-the-horizon microwave techniques, the use 
of aluminum conductors, non-lead jacketed cables, mechan- 
ical splice closures, and accelerated use of underground cable 
and drop wire are but a few of the considerations that will 
affect our outside plant construction. The prewiring of 
new houses, the provision of colored handsets including 
distant-talking sets, the development of telephone instru- 
ments using push-button dialing, the availability of private 
inter-communication systems and perhaps even telephone- 
television sets are all distinct illustrations of how techno- 
logical development will affect station apparatus and the 
subscriber. Probably the ultimate in mobile service would 
be the wrist-radio-TV set, which will be personalized to 
the extent that a subscriber with such a device could 
call, and see on a tiny screen, almost any person in the 
world. This, of course, is a thing of the future, but not an 
impossibility. In the more immediate future, a two-way 
wrist radio looks to be entirely practical. 


Automation is a very popular word today, but automatic 
operation of central offices was a major factor in the 
development and wider usage of the telephone long before 
the term came into being. Just as it became physically and 
economically impossible to handle local calls on a manual 
basis, the ever-increasing toll volume lends continually 
stronger impetus to the handling of toll messages on an 
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It happened at a safety demonstration, but it could have happened 
almost anywhere. A snap of forked lightning comes out of an artificial 
cloud to strike a miniature telephone line. The demonstration was designed 
to instruct line workers to recognize, avoid, report and clear all electrical 
hazards. 

The Blue Bell 


telephone and power groups in maintaining adequate clear- 
ance between their wire and cable facilities and, where the 
type of power line permits, bonding together of power 
ground conductors and telephone protector and_ cable 
grounds. 

A newly released movie entitled, “Near Misses—Why?” 
was shown preceding the demonstration. This film on safety 
concerned a number of incidents involving plant employees 
who miraculously escaped serious injury purely as the 
result of chance. 

Bill Carlson and Ray Pesek of Northwestern Bell con- 
ducted the lectures and demonstrations with the assistance 
of Jack Yirak, NWB Safety Supervisor. 


automatic basis in the form of subscriber direct distance 
dialing. Of course, with automatic toll ticketing procedures, 
the transition to electronic calculators and billing machines 
is a logical and economic step. 

The savings realized through miniaturization and auto- 
mation will be considerable and will contribute to the 
decrease of the relative cost and the increase in the real 
value of telephone service. As the value goes up and the 
cost comes down, the usage of the telephone and its related 
service will increase. New telephone developments by the 
score are in the process of experimentation and refinement. 
Some will be in use next year—some the year following— 
and many will be in use within the next decade. I am in 
no position to forecast which will be fully employed in, 
say 1965, but it is apparent that they mean a widening 
use of our products and services. All told, it adds up to 
a mighty interesting occupation. 

In closing, let me say that the foregoing remarks in no 
way imply that our present equipment is obsolete or 
inadequate. By the same token, we should be in no hurry 
to wreck out an open wire pole line or pull down a cable 
lead on the premise that a new and better Dick Tracy 
application will take its place. Any improvement or inno- 
vation must be integrated with existing plant in a manner 
that is consistent with planning, service requirements and 
basic economics. If this discussion has a purpose, it would 
only be to advise some of you of some of the thinking that 
is prevalent in our research centers, operating companies 
and independent manufacturing houses for that which lies 
ahead. The changes that should come in the next decade 
or two are numerous, varied and complex. Since I am 
still comparatively young, I hope to be around to see 
many of them. 
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Income Tax Dream .. . Continued from Page 5 


had a woman in to take care of your mother while she was 
staying with us and you were working.” 

“Look a bit further, dear,” said Betty, pointing to the 
instructions. “It says the maximum deduction of $600 for 
‘child-care’ must be reduced by the amount our gross in- 
come exceeds $4,500—in other words, since our income was 
more than $5,100, no deduction for us!” 

Tom had to admit his wife was right. Although he was 
disappointed this time, he found that he had listed enough 
legitimate deductions to make them eligible for a refund. 
As both of them signed the return, he said: 

“Tm glad we started this early. The sooner we get it 


Lets Meet Our New Employees 


in, the sooner we’ll get our refund.” 


Note: Tom and Betty found that they could fill in their own tax 
return with the help of the official instructions. 
If you have questions you can telephone the Internal Revenue Service. If 
you have problems that require independent professional assistance, be 


sure your advisor is properly qualified. 


Name Position Exchange Emp. 
ACCOUNTING 
ogo) | BR Co) ic Pee ene ee en Machine Operator... ..........02....ceceeceeeeeceeee eee 11-28 
Ardith C. Wohlford....000...00......... Machine Operator... .......0...cccc.ccccceeeeceeeeeeee 12- 5 
COMMERCIAL 
Bernice R. Luebbe (Re-emp.).Clerk...........0000..00002200000.. Seward ...........2..00-. 11-28 
PLANT 
Viola M. Curtis (P.T.)......00...... ATTA UP OSS eo csc cescaneenes SUE GOONS sailacetenidtemnccest 11-22 
Albert L. Griffis........0000.00000..00.... PATI COT skis ics cesses. LAMCOUEY, eicenccsonce 11-28 
Larry L. Schmutte......... ww... Groundman (Cst.)....Lincoln .................. 11-19 
Alex W. Schneidev...................... Groundman (Cst.)....Lincoln .........0........ 12- 5 
Essie QO. Short (P.T.)..............-..- Janitress..............0...00... Wymore ................. 12-15 
TRAFFIC 
Shirley R. Behrends.................... Operator... kas. LE ele clk: eee ree 11-28 
Probably you can too. Ronita M. Bicknell (Re-emp.).Operator............... Lincoln 11-28 
Carel . FE. DirG... cosines Operatorv.............0......... RATHCOUG sec eecccisdvctinne 12- 5 
Dorothy M. Peterson.................. IDOCT ACO vo cisciscecoceoneiens PSIGOD ison Nccans 11-28 
Betty A. Wenskeé..........0....000........ Operator.......... anwhendeedes DUPELIO? oocccdasciacess 11-21 


Still In Harness 


The Northwestern Bell magazine for 
December listed among its service anni- 
versaries A. H. Pates, of Omaha Plant, 
who turned 45 years of telephone serv- 
ice on January 9. The name will ring 
a bell with some of our old-timers for 
Arthur Pates began his career with 
LT&T and the first ten years or more 
of his long span of service were spent 
as a member of the Lincoln switch- 
board forces. 


Poughetry 
THE LINEMAN 


The roads were rough; 
Wind cold and blough; 


The air was full of sleet and stough. 


It chilled him through, 
His nose turned blough, 


And still the sleet the faster flough. 


He thought although 

There was no snough 

The weather was a cruel fough. 
It made him cough; 

(Please do not scough,) 


He coughed until his hat blough ough! 


“Apparent Impossibility” 


A newspaper clipping from the To- 
ronto Daily Star, dated October 27, 
1917, tells of Alexander Graham Bell 
predicting television in his speech on 
“Apparent Impossibilities”’ before the 
Canadian Club at St. Catherines, On- 
tario, on March 26 of that year. The 
write-up, in part, follows: 

“Seeing by Telegraph. Dr. Bell’s 
next ‘apparent impossibility’ was see- 
ing at a distance. Why should not 
light vibration be transmitted electric- 
ally? Through the telephone we hear 
at a distance. May it not be pos- 
sible some day to see electrically at a 
distance, have electrical sight for elec- 
trical speech? 

““To my mind it is perfectly clear 
that that day is coming. I don’t ex- 
pect myself to do anything to bring it 
about, but then I never expected to 
bring about the transmission of speech. 
I had the conception long before I had 
the clear idea of the means, and that 
mental element is important; belief in 
the possibility; that is the first neces- 
sity for such a thing.’ 

The Monitor 


On December 23 the LT&T carol- 
ers brightened the workaday life of 
residents of the warehouse, 15th and 
M and general office buildings with 
a concert tour through the halls 
and offices. In this picture they 
are assembled in a corner of the 
wire chief’s department bringing 
their songs to the trouble oper- 
ators, testmen, cable record clerks, 
etc. 
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Promotions--Transfers 


Boyd M. Wedgwood 
Service Engineer 


Lincoln 


Accounting 
R. D. Sinclair, advanced clerical, Supply, to 
building messenger. 


Commercial 
Adele L. Ganzel, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Nebraska City. 
Shirley A. Heiliger, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Boyd M. Wedgwood, commercial repre- 
sentative to service engineer, Lincoln. 


Plant 
Sharon D. Hanau, groundman (exchange), 
Tecumseh, to combinationman, Humboldt. 
M. A. Potter, garage serviceman, Supply, 
to groundman, Construction. 
R. J. Turner, routineman, COE, to switch- 
man, Lincoln. 


| JOURNEY’S END | 


Henry Buss, father of Lucile Schmersal, 
Lincoln Traffic, passed away December 1. 
Services were held December 3 at Beatrice. 


I. T. Fellows, father of Gladys Hennessey, 
Geneva Traffic, passed away December 23. 
Funeral services were held December 27 in 
Geneva. 

Mrs. Annie Finnigan, mother of Georgia 
Smith, Lincoln Traffic, died December 26. 
Services were held December 28 at St. 
Teresa's Catholic Church, with interment in 


Calvary Cemetery. 
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Retired Employees and Guests Fill ‘the Club Room 


The Retired Employees Club held the largest gathering in its brief history in the general office 
club room on December 15. The occasion was a pre-Christmas get-together and a final tabulation 
found 35 retired employees present with a liberal sprinkling of guests who were invited down for 
the program and refreshments. Included among the latter were Messrs. Henson, Lawson, Barney, 
Young, Sievers, Roberts, Walker, Meshier, R. D. Andrews, A. O. Andrews, Franklin and Furr. 


Flowers For the Shut-Ins 


The personnel department, with con- 
siderable effort and sleuthing, found a 
sizeable number of employees, active 
and retired, who were ill or homebound 
at Christmas time. To each of these 
came a beautiful poinsettia plant with 
the compliments of the company. The 
active employees were: J. L. Baxter, H. 
W. Cane, Glenn E. Obert, J. C. Gear 
and Richard Sorenson. Retired em- 
ployees were: Cynthia Best, Jessie 
Brown, E. S, Fisher, John E. Schulling, 
V. A. Randall, Laura Sires, G. O. Sea- 
ton, F. L. Tefft, Elizabeth A. Morrison, 
W. E. Macdonald, James Alldritt, 
Mollie McKnight, Effie Smith, Lydia 
Gowen, Ethel Patrick and Edna Ed- 
wards, 

Letters of appreciation from these 
folk added to the deluge of “Thank-you 
mail” which inundated Walter F, Rob- 
erts’ desk during the holidays. Here are 
some typical ones: 


“Christmas morning there was delivered to my 
home a beautiful plant of red poinsettias with 
a card from LT&T. They were gorgeous and | 
extend my very best thanks for them.” 


Elizabeth Morrison, Brownville. 


“The beautiful poinsettia arrived today. My 
wife says you have a memory like an elephont— 
you never forget. So thanks very much for the 
remembrance.” 


W. E. Macdonald, Beatrice. 


“I enjoyed the lovely three-bloom poinsettia very 
much and wish to thank you for your thoughtful- 
ness. | watch TV some afternoons and will spend 
Christmas with my daughter. Merry Christmas to 
you and all.” 


Ethel Patrick, 


Convalescent Hospital, Laramie, Wyo. 


Hastings Statistics Yield 
To Development Survey 


The territory’s “second metropolis,” 
Hastings, has undergone the scrutiny 
of our two development supervisors, 
Bill Huddleston and Loran Powell, and 
the results of their findings are now 
being tabulated. The survey began 
December 19 and continued until Jan- 
uary 5. The city was divided into 16 
half-sections and the pertinent informa- 
tion obtained “on location” by actual 
observation by the two telephone 
sleuths. 


Hastings has been gaining rapidly in 
population and has just passed the 
25,000 mark. This is an increase of 
nearly 10,000 people since 1940, New 
homes are being built at an average rate 
of 196 per year since 1950. Bill and 
Loran drove every street and byway 
within the city’s confines, entering on 
their maps a total of 7,948 housing and 
business units. From this survey they 
will forecast the extent and direction 
of future growth and, more important, 
gain insight of tomorrow's telephone 
needs in Hastings. 


Why do women buy? McCalls 
Magazine compiled this list of quite 
plausible reasons: (1) Her husband says 
she can’t have it. (2) It makes her look 
thin. (3) It comes from Paris. (4) Her 
neighbors can’t afford it. (5) Nobody’s 
got one. (6) Everybody’s got one. (7) 
It’s different. And lastly (8) Just be- 
cause. 


—The Transmitter 


at 13 


Your Help Still Needed 


The annual March of Dimes Cam- 
paign is now under way, being con- 
ducted this year from January 3 to 31. 
The National Foundation is faced with 
a unique problem and the News feels it 
may be able to do its bit in correcting 
a false impression shared by many 
people who believe that now that we 
have an effective polio vaccine the 
fight against the disease is over and 
there is no further need for the March 
of Dimes. 


But polio isn’t licked yet. The chal- 
lenges still confronting the American 
people are: 


Continued scientific research to im- 
prove the vaccine and to find ways to 
overcome the crippling effect left by the 
disease itself. 


—r 
. 


2. Assistance to tens of thousands of per- 
sons already stricken with polio and 
those who will come down with the dis- 
ease before the vaccine is universally 
used. 


3. Professional education to increase the 
number of skilled heads and hands in 
polio hospitals and laboratories. 


4. Education to increase public demand for 
polio protection. 


So when the opportunity to be of 
help comes to you, won’t you please 
remember that continued progress 
toward the eventual control of polio can 
proceed at full speed only if people 
realize that there is still a long way 
to go? 


Headliners 


WARREN K. ELTISTE, commander of the 
American Legion Post at Weeping Water, 
will direct the local Heart Fund Drive, Feb- 
ruary | to 28. 


JOHN S. SPADY was elected second 
vice president and director of the Nebraska 
Television Corporation, Owners and opera- 
tors of KHAS-TV, Channel 5, at Hastings. 


GEORGE C. MANN, Accounting, was in- 
stalled Royal Arch Captain, Lincoln Chap- 
ter 6, R. A. M. and as Conductor of the 
Council, Lincoln Council 4, R. & S. M. at 
ceremonies at the Masonic Temple, Lincoln, 
December 14. 


JAMES BAUER, combinationman, Super- 
ior, was installed Master of the Third Veil, 
Tadmore Chapter, R. A. M. at Superior on 
December 12. 


ELMER NEUJAHR, Syracuse manager, is 
a new member of the local Chamber of 
Commerce board of directors. 


LLOYD C. JENKINS, Lincoln Plant, has 
been appointed Warden Officer for the 
City-County Civil Defense organization. He 
will head evacuation coordination and super- 
vise area wardens. 


CHARLES NOVAK, manager at Ashland, 
has been reelected secretary of the local 
Chamber of Commerce. 


Se 


Two-score Years For “Skipper” Burge 


January 1 was the fortieth anniver- 
sary in the telephone career of Clyde 
Burge, southern district manager; but 
the figure “40” represents only the ac- 
cumulation of credited years. Actually 
Clyde was in the business at Lincoln in 
long ago 1910. He is one of the two 
remaining employees of the “Old Bell” 
who are still in active employment with 
our company. 

He came to the Nebraska Telephone 
Company as a student switchboardman 
in June 1910 and worked in various 
capacities until October 1913 when he 
departed for a job with the Vermillion 
(So. Dak.) telephone organization. He 
was with this company but a few 
months before joining the Navy in an 
enlistment that extended through the 
years of World War I. Returning from 
sea service he went to Fairbury in May 
1919 as switchboardman. Later he was 
manager at Fairbury and at Columbus 
(Continental Telephone Company) be- 


fore coming to General Commercial in 
February 1927. Here he was commer- 
cial survey representative and commer- 
cial enzineer. He was promoted to dis- 
trict manager at York in July 1935 and 
went to Beatrice in a like position in 
August 1939. 


Mr. Burge’s anniversary was duly 
honored at a dinner held at the Corn- 
husker Hotel in Lincoln on January 3. 
Merle M. Hale presented Clyde with 
his new emblem and gave a review of 
his long service record, which led to a 
round-table discussion of olden times by 
all the guests present. 


In the anniversary picture, from left, 
are: H. W. Spahnle, George P. Barney, 
Walter F. Roberts, J. A. McKinzie, 
Paul H. Henson, K. L. Lawson, F. E. 


Behm, Mr. Burge, Mr. Hale, L. P. 
Young, Tyler Ryan, A. W. Holcomb, 
C. B. Meshier, C. E. Cummings, 
Houghton Furr and I. J. Devoe. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during December 1955: 


Primary Members: O. G. Hoffman, Lincoln 
Plant, $10.00; W. L. Higgins, Service, $20.00; 
Phyllis A. McCallum, Hastings Traffic, $97.05; 
Marie Vidlock, Accounting, $5.00; Alex Pauley, 
York Plant, $26.00; K. J. Boshart, General 
Commercial, $10.00; Ted Ray, Beatrice Non- 
functional, $154.79; P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln 
Plant, $12.50; Beryl Leslie, Fairbury Traffic, 
$10.00; Melba Richards, Lincoln Traffic, $5.00; 
H. A. Ehrlich, Supply, $15.00; G. A. Wasson, 
Beatrice Plant, $254.00; Ivan Paddack, Lincoln 
Plant, $37.50; Mary Wailes, Hastings Traffic, 


$41.05; D. W. Utterson, Lincoln Construction, 
$22.50. 


Dependents: Mrs. R. E. Wait, Stromsburg, 
$30.00: David Kennedy, Lincoln, $42.50; Mrs. 
Cc. E. Harp, Lincoln, $397.50; Mrs. W. F. 
Hendrix, Lincoln, $17.50; Mrs. S. F. Bush, 
Menlo Park, California, $37.50; Marsha 
Brunke, Lincoln, $12.50; James Cardwell, Lin- 
ecoln, $63.25; Linda Kipling, Auburn, $169.50; 
Mrs. H. M. Studier, Lincoln, $144.55; Mrs. E. 
D. Pratt, Lincoln, $10.00; Mrs. F. M. Crewd- 
son, Hastings, $4.00. 


Telephone Progress--1955 


The rapid pace of telephone develop- 
ment is revealed in the FCC Report for 
1955, as gleaned by statisticians of the 
USITA. The report indicates that more 
than 54,000,000 telephones were in op- 
eration at the year’s end and the busi- 
ness is expanding at the rate of 2,000,- 
000 telephones per year. The industry 
is now three times the size it was in 
1940; has a gross investment of $16 bil- 
lion and produced annual revenues of 
over $5 billion. 

The Bell System does about five- 
sixths of the business. The industry 
handled 186 million local calls and 6.8 
million long distance calls per day, com- 
pared to 179 and 6.6 million respectively 
the year before. The Bell System now 
operates 6.2 million miles of toll circuits 
over microwave paths. Over 600 mobile 
radiotelephone systems are now in 


Service. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Merle Heath are the proud 
parents of a son, Thomas Malhon, born 
September 28. Merle is a member of our 
Hastings construction crew. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Minich are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Susan Annette, 
born November 17. Bill is an employee in 
the 5-7 Office Switchroom. 


A daughter, Charlene Kay, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter Petty on December 2. 
Maxine is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 


A son, Geoffrey Lynn, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald Smith, December 3. Ron- 
ald is an employee at the “4” Office. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Roth are the proud 
parents of a boy, Bradley Paul, born De- 
cember 5. Robert is an employee at the “4” 
Office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Harrison are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Holly Ann, born 
December 9. The baby’s mother is Mary 
Ellen Harrison of Hebron Traffic. 


A daughter born to Mr. and Mrs. John 
Dahl arrived December 31. Judy is on leave 
from Lincoln Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carl Crouse are the proud 
parents of a son, Terry Lee, born New 
Year's Day. Carl is a member of our Ne- 
braska City construction crew. 


Mary Ann Dye, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Robert Horn in a ceremony 
performed at Council Bluffs, Iowa, Novem- 


ber 26. 

Alice Cuda, York Traffic, and A. D. Bjer- 
rum were married December 3 at the 
Lutheran Church in Benedict. They will 
make their home in Bradshaw. 


Mona Hofstad, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Richard Washut in a ceremony 
performed December 10 at Lincoin. 


The wedding of Donna Cole, York Traffic, 
and Donald Kries took place December 17 at 


Osceola. 

Barbara Swanda, Wahoo Traffic, and 
Kenneth Streich were united in marriage 
Deéember 17 in the Methodist Church at 
Wahoo. 

Carol Broers, Nebraska City Commercial, 
became the bride of Jack Wier on December 
18 in the Bethel Evangelical and Reformed 
Church at Nebraska City. They will reside 
in Lincoln, where Carol is transferring to 
the commercial department. Jack is an engi- 
neering student at the University of Ne- 
braska. 
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Eastern District 


Rowena Light, Associate Editor 
Nebraska City Area 


Vera Orton, Correspondent 


A service assistant reports that there are 
too many “Marys” in the traffic depart- 
ment. One day all the local positions were 
filled by girls named “Mary.” . . . HERO- 
INE OF THE MONTH: Mary Bartyzelle. 
On her way to work, Mary noticed a woman 
sitting on the curb. When she asked if 
the woman had been hurt, she found out 
that the woman had fallen on the ice and 
couldn’t move. Mary called for help and 
stayed until the ambulance arrived. The 
injured person was Mrs. Alice Joiner, grand- 
mother of Shirley Gruber who is an occa- 
sional operator... . The annual Christmas 
party for employees was held at the office 
on December 13. A delicious ham supper 
was served and the remainder of the evening 
was spent exchanging gifts and playing 
games. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


On December 15 the employees at Platts- 
mouth held their Christmas party at the 
exchange building. Dinner was served at 
6:30 P.M. and the remainder of the eve- 
ning was spent playing cards. ... The 
Weeping Water exchange had their Christ- 
mas party at the office building with em- 
ployees and their families attending 
We are sorry to hear that Pauline Rechard, 
operator, is taking a leave of absence due 
to ill health. We all join in wishing het 
a speedy recovery. 


Seward Area 


Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Christmas parties were celebrated at the 
Seward office. The girls enjoyed a turkey 
dinner at the home of Berniece Luebbe. A 
gift exchange was held. Mrs. Geseking and 
Ruth Gembler of Tamora were guests. The 
men and their wives had their party at 
Cletes Cafe in York. . Laura Douty is 
in the Lincoln General Hospital following 
an operation. We wish her a speedy re- 
covery. “Ozzie” Ochsner visited his 
family at Sutton during the holidays. ... 
Eileen Bauer enjoyed her vacation getting 
ready for the holidays with her children. 


Wahoo Area 


Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Phyllis Linder and family spent the week 
end of December first in Chicago, and re- 
ported a very nice trip... . Leona Yarmon 
and Wilma Voges are all smiles. Each came 
to work one morning wearing a diamond 
ring. Best wishes to the girls. .. . The 
Traffic and Commercial girls held their 
annual Christmas party December 15 at the 
Veterans Memorial building at 6:30 P. M. 
After consuming platters of turkey, the 
evening was spent playing bingo and ex- 


changing gifts. We thenk Mae Beaty for 
a wonderful job of roasting the turkey... 
On December 22, all the employees attended 
a Christmas party. Baked ham and trim- 
mings were served by E. L. Dorland and 
Ethel Daharsh. Out-of-town guests were 
H. W. Spahnle and Rowena Light of Lincoln, 
and Roma Schere of Cedar Bluffs. ... Ed 
Piper is enjoying the last week of his vaca- 
tion at home. 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


All our departments were very pretty 
with their Christmas decorations—includ- 
ing the plant room which had mistletoe 
hanging in several convenient spots. ‘The 
traffic girls have been very cooperative.. . 
The traffic and commercial girls held their 
annual Christmas party at the office on 
December 16. They enjoyed playing games 
including “Two For the Money” and 
“What’s My Line,” with the mystery guest 
being Santa Claus, who stayed for the gift 
exchange. The committee in charge served 
lovely refreshments consisting of turkey 
sandwiches, pumpkin pie and _ whipped 


Korean Telephone Official in 
Training at LT&] 


Introducing Chan Woo Lee, chief of telecom- 
munications, Puson (Korea) Telecommunications 
Bureau, Ministry of Communications. He is on a 
year-long tour of instruction in American tele- 
Phone practice and procedures. Mr. Lee came to 
our company for study in traffic engineering 
under the auspices of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. His interests are in operation 
and traffic analysis of manual, dial and toll 
exchanges. He attended grade and high schools 
in Korea, the Telecommunications College at 
Tokyo, Japan. He speaks the English and Jap- 
anese languages fluently. When his course of 
training in America is finished, it is planned that 
Mr. Lee shall return to Korea to establish and 
act as head of a traffic section of the Tele- 
communications Bureau. He is shown in the 
picture with A. O. Andrews, supervising engineer, 
during the course of his on-the-job training 
Program. 
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cream. . The plant men had a Christ- 
mas stag party and invited the men of 
Tecumseh and Pawnee City areas. Two 
directory men also were present. The party 
was interrupted by a fire that put out most 
of the toll lines to the west and north along 
with many local and farm lines. . .. Joan 
Coatney enjoyed her vacation by resting at 
home and taking care of her little daughter. 
Elva and Joan Remmers spent theirs visit- 
ing friends in Lincoln and resting at home. 

Linda, daughter of Fenton Kipling, 
submitted to an appendectomy last month. 
. .. The traffic department and girls’ rest 
room is looking bright and cheerful these 
days—the result of a new paint job. . 
Flying trips: Idaline Bogle, to Ord; June 
Vanarsdall to Kansas to visit relatives. ... 
Jack and Viola Little, with Shirley Nince- 
helser and husband, were in Minden, the 
Christmas City, for the turning on of the 
Christmas lights. They enjoyed the pageant 
very much.. . . A bowling party in honor of 
Doris Peterson found in attendance: Mr. 
Peterson, J. Remmers, J. Stevens, J. Coat- 
ney, and their escorts. Later they went to 
Doris’ home for refreshments. . . . Messrs. 
Kipling and Rogers returned from their 
hunting trip with big smiles as each was 
able to bag a deer. 


Beatrice Area 


Kathryn Widick, Correspondent 


Among late vacationers were: Veronica 
Siske and Myrtle Janssen—home resting 
and getting odd jobs done; Pansy Kechely— 
one week at Liberty with her mother and 
the rest of the time at home. ... The 
Christmas spirit got into full swing with 
the exchanging of cookie and candy recipes. 
There were many well filled cookie jars at 
Christmas time. The girls’ Christmas 
party was held December 15 at the tele- 
phone building. Serving began at 3:30. 
Later the group picture was taken around 
the tree. Then came the gift exchange 
and there were many “ohs” and “ahs.” But 
the most exciting moment came when Lela 
Watson opened her gift and found a piece 
of Samsonite luggage. The party was well 
attended and a good time was had by all. 


Crete Area 


Loretta C. MclIInay, Correspondent 


The Crete commercial and traffic depart- 
ments held their annual Christmas party on 
December 14. After a delicious lunch there 
was a gift exchange. A few of the girls who 
hate to go home early stayed to play 
“games” until the wee hours... . The Crete 
Area held its Christmas party at the Crete 
Hotel on December 22 with 42 employees 
and guests from Wilber, Friend and Crete 
attending. Everyone enjoyed singing Christ- 
mas carols. A bit of impromptu entertain- 
ment arranged by Mrs. G. D. Brock was 
enjoyed when Miss Marilyn MclIlnay sang 
two numbers, accompanied on the piano by 
Mrs. E. M. Massie. 


The Beatrice building continues to take form, 
with favorable weather during late December 
and early January adding much to its progress. 
The picture at the left was taken from the same 
point of vantage as the one which appeared 
in the December News. Here we find the massive 
columns rearing from the second floor level. The 
second floor has now been poured as is the base- 
ment floor. The boilers are set in place and 
plumbing roughed in. Masons are now at work 
in the basement laying interior partitions. Thus 
we find the building nearing its ultimate height. 
The exterior brick wall will extend only five 
feet higher than the tops of the columns shown. 


Keeping Up To Date With Happenings af Beatrice 


of A TTT 


In the picture at right we find activity whose 
progress is coinciding with that of the building’s 
erection. Extensive underground conduit revisions 
and extensions have continued through the 
winter. Here we find the trench being dug for 
the office conduit entrance. The trench extends 
in a southeasterly direction toward a future office 
manhole which will be constructed in Sixth Street 
near the position of the truck, in the background. 
Meanwhile a dozen other related projects are in 
motion, all designed and scheduled to dovetail 
into the general pattern of bringing dial service 
and direct distance dialing to Beatrice at the 
earliest possible date. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty A. Vaughn, Correspondent 


The girls of Traffic and Commercial en- 
joyed their annual Christmas party Decem- 
ber 14 at the Methodist Church basement. 
The theme of the tables was ‘White Christ- 
mas,” carried out by use of popcorn balls 
as candleholders. A short program was fol- 
lowed by the exchange of gifts in the lounge 
of the telephone office. . . . Bertha Pingel 
and husband visited Minden for the Christ- 
mas pageant. . . . Carolyn Fisbeck and Jean 
Bales vacationed at home... . Marilyn Mc- 
Dermit really rated at Christmas. Imagine 
getting a new car (a pretty orange) and also 
a pair of earrings to match. The earrings 
were from the office Christmas party. . 
Carolyn Fisbeck’s brother Kenny is home 
from the Navy... . Jack Caley is moaning 
from the results of a crushed finger. His 
little boy, Johnny, accidentally caught it 
in a car door. 


Pawnee City Area 


Ruth Avery, Correspondent 


Now that the season’s rush is over, the 
main topic of conversation is “What did you 
get for Christmas?” We believe Emma Lee 
deJonge, of Humboldt, received the largest 
gift. It was new kitchen cupboards. One of 
Millie Wert’s gifts came from Japan, where 
her son is stationed. It was beautiful silk 
material for a dress. The Christmas party 
at Tecumseh was attended by Manager and 
Mrs. George Eggleston; Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Franzen; Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Haith and 
Mr. and Mrs. L. C. deJonge. Mr. and Mrs. 
Al Zehrung of Directory Sales were guests. 

Pawnee Citians attending the Auburn 
Christmas Stag were Messrs. Franzen, 
Bruning and Eggleston. ... A new face 
at Humboldt is ‘Tiny’ Hanou. ... We 
thought we had a new employee at our 
office when Edith Eggleston returned to 
work after Christmas, but a second look 
convinced us it was Edith with a new hair- 


do. Looks real super, too! ... Willie Wil- 
liams braves the danger of stiff joints and 
aching muscles by joining the Athletic Club. 
. . . Don Haith, son of our Humboldt man- 
ager, was married to Patricia Ann Whiddon 
December 27... . Avis Collar is returning 
to work so this correspondent will be leav- 
ing in person but not in spirit. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 


Velma Bock, Correspondent 


It is the end of the year and the end 
of vacations. Velma Bock vacationed with 
her husband in Louisiana. ... Area Man- 
ager and Mrs. Crew spent a part of their 
vacation with relatives in Omaha, and are 
also enjoying a visit from their daughters 
and families from Tuscola, Texas, and North 
Platte. . . . Gladys Steirs spent her vaca- 
tion at home. ... The girls in the com- 
mercial and treffic departments held their 
annual Christmas party December 15, with 
the main feature a delicious turkey dinner. 
Bingo was played, and gifts were exchanged. 
Our special thanks to Mrs. Albert Frycek 
and Mrs. Theo Frycek for the preparation 
of the turkey, and to Fred Frycek for the 
candy. Also, our thanks to all the wonder- 
ful people who remembered us with candy, 
gifts and cards this Holiday season. 


Hastings Area 


Marlys Uhrich, Correspondent 


Tired of the cold weather? Minnie Schlitt 
just returned from Miami, Florida and 
points south, having enjoyed a vacation in 
that part of the country. She was accom- 
panied by her brother and family from 
Lincoln. Pat Sperry spent her vacation 
time getting settled in her new home. One 
afternoon she decided to clean the living 
room rug. After she had completed this task 
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and was in the process of getting dinner, 
she discovered her two young daughters 
lending a helping hand to the rug-cleaning 
job by pouring Bisquick over it. Oh, well, 
such is life. . . Mary Wailes spent her vaca- 
tion time in Omaha with her husband who is 
employed there. On December 20, a 
Christmas party was held in the recreation 
room of the telephone building for all em- 
ployees, their husbands or wives, with 153 
in attendance. The committee in charge 
was headed by Floyd Crewdson, chairman, 
Marie Pearson, Donnabelle Schumann, 
Moreane Alldritt, George Murrish, Harry 
Tubbs, Darrell Joynt and Jack Roth. A tur- 
key dinner with all the trimmings was fol- 
lowed by the showing of a film, “America for 
Me.” A short program followed, consisting 
of a skit “Evolution of the Automobile” 
by Harry Tubbs, assisted by Jack Roth. 
Ken Cummings and Ken Pearson played 
several numbers on their electric guitars. 
Dancing and cards followed the program. 
We were happy to see the following retired 
folk at the party: Mr. and Mrs. Bill Roth, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Burr, Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Cummings, and Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Adkins. Several Lincoln personnel who 
were in Hastings were also guests—Dave 
Guthrie, Al Reed, William Huddleston 
and Loran Powell. Door prizes were won 
by Mrs.- Gary Ruby and Ernie Bott. 

The Christmas tree in the lounge room 
looked especially nice surrounded by toys 
for the Goodfellows. . . Anyone notice a new 
scented cologne Aletha Bennett was wearing 
the other night? She thought something was 
different but didn’t discover she had sprayed 
her hair with household deodorant instead 
of “Spray Net” until she’d gotten home. 


Hebron Area 


Mary Wright, Correspondent 


A New Year is starting and the commer- 
cial office has a new look since the redecor- 
ating is completed. It looks very nice, too. 
_. The Hebron area Christmas party was 
held December 14 in the Legion club rooms 
in Hebron. There were 42 employees and 
guests present. The menu was turkey with 
all the trimmings. Following dinner, Bingo 
was played and there was a grab bag. Irene 
Combs, traveling instructor of Lincoln, was 
a guest at the party. From all reports, the 
party was a great suCCeSS.. . We are glad 
that Heine Taedter is recovering from a 
recent operation, and from reports will soon 


be back with us. 


Sutton Area 


Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 


On December 1, Area Manager Manka- 
myer and Lucyle Scheidemann attended 
the commercial training class in Lincoln. . 
On December 13 the Sutton area employees 
and their families enjoyed a Christmas party 
and turkey dinner. Following dinner, Elmer 
Moorhead showed colored slides of last 
year’s party and the Fall Festival held in 
Sutton in which we had entered a float. 
Pictures taken on the Moorheads’ vacation 
trip to California were also shown. The 
evening was completed with the singing of 
Christmas carols. . . Kay Mankamyer spent 
the Christmas holidays at home visiting 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Manka- 
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Folks at the Hastings Christmas Party made 
quite a fuss over Ted Burr, Fred Adkins and 
Frieda Ross, retired employees who came back 
for the festivities. Front row: Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Adkins. Back row: Mr. and Mrs. Ted Burr; Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Ross. 


myer. Kay is attending Cottey College at 
Nevada, Miuissouri. 


Superior Area 
Ann Hanson, Correspondent 

Joline Allington spent her vacation in 
Columbus and Hardy. . . Edith and Veda 
Joy Parsons are the proud grandmother and 
aunt, respectively, of a baby girl, Glenda 
Lee, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Glen Fer- 
richs. Mrs. Ferrichs is a former operator 
at Superior. . . On December 13 a Christ- 
mas party was held in the Lady Vesty Room 
at the Hotel Dudley. A buffet supper was 
served to the employees and their guests, 
after which games were played and Christ- 
mas carols sung. Santa was present to 
distribute gifts and wish all a joyous 
Christmas. . . Dale Dunn, husband of La- 
Vetta Dunn, Traffic, was home on a four- 
teen-day furlough over the ‘Thanksgiving 
holiday. . . Boyd Imler, wire chief, received 
his Christmas present a little early—a new 
Fontiac. Color—red, naturally! , . Ann 
Hanson vacationed during the Holiday sea- 
son, visiting relatives and friends in Cali- 
fornia. Working in her absence was Betty 
Jo Peery, former cashier. We want to 
welcome Betty Wenske, traffic, who is from 
Edgar, and Max Melvin, plant, formerly of 
Hastings. Both have previously been asso- 
ciated with the telephone business. 


York Area 
Lois Miller, Correspondent 

The York traffic and commercial girls 
enjoyed a Christmas party on December 13. 
It was held in the basement of the telephone 
building, where all enjoyed a delicious meal. 
Later there was a gift exchange. .. Alex 
Pauley took the rest of his vacation between 
Christmas and New Year’s. . . Havlik Flor- 
ists presented the Commercial Office a 
beautiful plant with Best Christmas Wishes. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Dolores Davis, Associate Editor 


With the appearance of the new year, 
everyone is “taking it slow” because of the 
fast approaching income tax _ deadline. 
Nevertheless it sounds like an enjoyable 
Christmas was had by all. . . Traveling to 


their home town, Sioux City, Iowa, for 
Christmas and New Year was Ruth Strong 
and her husband. Mary Zehr wended 
home to Shickley for the holidays, but 
traveled to and from Hastings to visit her 
father who is in the hospital. We wish him 
a speedy recovery. ... Estella Foght was 
more fortunate for her mother came home 
from the hospital in time for Christmas. 
Estella and her husband combined their New 
Year’s celebration with their sixteenth wed- 
ding anniversary. . . Sidney Gustafson was 
the happy recipient of a new automatic 
washer. . . Santa Claus was good to George 
Mann, too, for he got a television set. 
While attending church services Christmas 
eve, a car ran into Marlene Becker’s car. 
Leaving their troubles behind them, they 
journeyed to Smith Center, Kansas for 
Christmas dinner. . . Bill Thompson was at 
Shickley for Christmas eve; and Betty Trib- 
ble and her family were in Ashland. .. 
Spending the Christmas holidays with Grace 
Hauschild was Frances Virgil, pensioner. . . 
Regardless of the flu bug which had struck 
earlier in the month, Mr. and Mrs. Devoe 
drove to Fremont for Christmas with the 
grandchildren. If there was any doubt 
about jolly ole’ Saint Nick at the Account- 
ing Christmas party, it was none other than 
the mischievous Jerry Swenson from 
Printing. Speaking of St. Nick, we 
hear Harold Brady did a swell job of im- 
personating the old fellow at the children’s 
party and almost passed inspection for Marie 
Vidlock’s nieces. . . Diane Feldstein turned 
twenty-one in time to see the New Year in. 
Rosilyn Fahleson received a necklace 
from Turkey. Santa was played by “just 
a girl-friend.” . . Having no trouble thinking 
of a Christmas gift for her husband was 
Ardith Wohlford. Her husband was one 
of the unfortunate ones who lost clothing in 
. . Union members 
from the Printing Service enjoyed a Christ- 
mas party held at the Compass Room. . 
We want to welcome Dick Sinclair back to 


the recent airbase fire. 


our department. . . John Wisby has left us 
for San Antonio, Texas, where he is taking 
Air Force officer training. . . Judy Barga’s 
fly-boy husband has his feet on the ground 
for good. They have returned to their home 
in Versailles, Ohio. . . Carl Ahl and John 
Backstrom report G. O. Seaton doing quite 
well after visiting him recently. . . Louise 
Jenkins took her Texas vacation the right 
time of the year. And we hear from a 
very reliable source that the Crosley was 
packed in the trunk of the Ford, in case 
of any “flat tires.” . . Charles Lindgren is 
convinced that the best way to enjoy a 
vacation is to do as little as possible. 
Dewey Nelsen obviously thinks different. 
After spending three glorious weeks in 
Florida, Mr. and Mrs. Nelsen are already 
planning their trip back and no wonder— 
how would you like to go swimming in the 
ocean on Christmas? Their conversation 
with Tommy Armour, golf pro, is one ex- 
perience never to be forgotten by the 
Nelsens. 


Central Commercial 
Lillian B. Schafer, Associate Editor 


Christmas and New Year’s are now things 
of the past but not soon to be forgotten, 
what with the parties and nice gifts we all 
received. Friday morning, December 23, 
Local and General Commercial held their 
ninth annual breakfast in the general office 
club rooms. W. J. McDowell was Master of 
Ceremonies and Myrtle Henline gave the 
invocation. Our program consisted of songs 
by the “Phony Foursome” (Joyce Brown, 
Mary Ellen Hansen, Marla Kutz and Jody 
Hartley). We then had a number by “Sugar 
Chile Hansen” (Mary Ellen) accompanied 
by ‘“Hoagy-Liberace-Brown” (Joyce) and 
the “Two Roughnecks” (Jody and Marla). 
C. A. Eggerss led the carol sing and the 
breakfast committee consisted of Jean 
Baker, Ron Ahl, Mary Walker, Jo Varga, 
Ardie Macaluso, Marlene Holsten, Marla 


FROM HISTORY’S PAGES, the first LT&T Caroling Group returns from the January 1946 issue of 
the News. Front row, from left: Elsie Powell, Ruth Clark, Jovy Smith, Gene Larson, Mavis Schiebinger, 
Nora Cline, Esther Michel, Phyllis Stolz, Eunice Carlson, Marie Jackson. Back row: Dona Brusnahan, 
W. P. Conn, George Walroth, C. A. Eggerss, Frances Koontz, Martha Largent, A. B. Gorman. 
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Kutz and yours truly. Santa Claus (Boyd 
Wedgwood) distributed the gifts. Mr. Mc- 
Dowell made quite a haul—20 pair of socks 
—thanks to the girls in the Business Office. 
Bedric Wanek picked up his wife’s glasses 
by mistake and didn’t discover it until he 
put them on after he arrived at the break- 
fast. Needless to say, he later made a trip 
home for his own.... Mr. McDowell is con- 
vinced that one-way streets are no good and 
is minus a front bumper to prove it. His 
car was hit Christmas Eve while parked 
on 16th Street. . . . Clarice Fox has now 
joined the ranks—she dropped a full box of 
bills in the back office. . . . We wondered 
how Connie Schmidt happened to bump her 
head on the ceiling of the basement club 
room, but it seems she was helping take the 
ornaments off the Christmas tree and stood 
up straight on the ladder. She shouldn’t 
stand so high next time. 


@ e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Christmas Gifts: Elaine Peterson — a 
hubby home from the Service. Delores 
Green—a diamond ring. Virginia Klatt—a 
boy friend in town for the day. Jerry 
Schleiger—Jeri Kay, nine pounds five 
ounces, 6:22 A.M. Don Neill—an invi- 
tation to police headquarters; too much mud 
on his tail lights, $5.60. The department— 
two boxes of candy. Harlan Cane—back 
on the job. Schleufer’s gift was the 
spending of Christmas in his new home. 
Not without words with the contractor who 
claimed he hadn’t finished it yet. They have 
been at each other’s throats ever since. 
Brother-in-law Wakeman, who started the 
fight and helped Schleufer move in, states, 
“They can’t do that to us!” Wakeman spent 
his Christmas throwing rocks at a bunch 


of tramp dogs howling around the garage 
where he keeps his water spaniel, “Lady.” 
. . . bob Wohlberg’s gift came at the day’s 
end. He was gazing glumly at the battered 
Christmas tree which had been climbed by 
Young Wohlberg to repair a light. Bob was 
idly kicking the broken toys behind the 
sofa, crooning softly, “Christmas is a many 
splintered thing.” One remnant, two sticks 
fastened together by a nail from the Junior 
Handy Man’s Tool Kit, refused to budge. 
Grasping it with his hand, he lifted, but 
nothing happened. “What heavy sticks,” 
he thought, as he gave it all he had. The 
gadget came loose, bringing part of the 
floor with it. “What next?” he moaned. 
Merry Christmas 1956, Wohlberg. Your boy 
will be bigger and stronger then... . What 
they gave: Jim Weaver, a gadget that dis- 
penses bread one slice at a time. His 
mother keeps it on a shelf out in the garage. 

. Bob Cardwell almost gave a green glass 
fish, but it got away. Lucky Mrs. C. Cardy, 
startled by the amount as it was rung up 
on the cash register, let it slip through his 
fingers. “It was such thick glass,” he says, 
“__and pretty, too.” 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


On December 15, the girls of the Cen- 
tral District Plant Offices met at the Chef 
for their annual Christmas breakfast and 
grab-bag. . . . Winding up the vacations in 
this department for 1955 were: Claude 
Helm, who went to Lexington to do a little 
hunting, but he reports they did not have 
any luck as it was just too cold to hunt. 

. . Yours truly enjoyed a week’s vacation 
during the holidays. ... Betty Obert and 
boys along with JoAnn Gloor went to Hud- 
son, Colorado to visit Betty’s parents, for 


Forty-Niners Still Going Strong 


The Christmas dance of the Forty-Niners Square Dance Club was held at Bethany Community 
House on December 19. Under the guidance of President George Keith, of Eastern District, the 
club has waxed in attendance and strength throughout the current season. As their name implies, 
the group was formed in 1949 as an outlet for the folk dance enthusiasm of a group of employees 
and for a time operated under the wing of the personnel department. In later years the club became 
self-supporting by adding couples from outside the organization, though the direction of the club 
has always been held within the employee group. Several years ago they moved their meeting place 
from the telephone building basement to the Bethany location. It’s not unusual to find five or more 
squares going at once. Anyone wishing to share in their fun should contact George Keith. 
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New Year’s. . . . Roy Cleveland was in to 
see us January 4, and he and Mrs. Cleveland 
were leaving the 6th on a very nice trip 
to Florida. 


Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


Bryson Braziel spent part of his vacation 
working in his mother’s clothing store at 
Havelock. Charles Broer did a little 
flying, when the weather permitted, during 
his vacation; also spent some time in South 
Dakota. Kenneth Vosika believes he 
would have better luck driving backward 
then forward as it seems someone is always 
hitting his car in the rear. He has had two 
such accidents in a week, but one good 
thing about it is they always hit his car 
in the exact spot each time. 


Toll Equipment Department 
JoAnn Gloor, Correspondent 


Al Reed and Dave Guthrie are in- Hast- 
ings helping install TV equipment. . .. To 
start Christmas off right, the switchroom 
and toll equipment departments exchanged 
gifts on Thursday, December 22... . Ivan 
Paddack went to Edgar to spend Christmas 
with his folks. . . . Ardell Robison took his 
last week of vacation and spent it quietly 
at home. Max Jenkins and family 
spent their vacation down in Longview, 
Texas, visiting Mrs. Jenkins’ folks. From 
there they went to St. Louis to visit some 
friends. 


"5-7" Office 
Arleen Swanson, Correspondent 


The switchroom and toll equipment em- 
ployees held their Christmas party and 
exchange of gifts on the afternoon of De- 
cember 22. . .. Dale Hohnstein, a former 
switchroom employee, was in to see us after 
Christmas. He was enjoying a Christmas 
vacation from his teaching duties in Gering. 

._ Ivan Hellerich is recuperating at his 
home from a back injury received in an 
automobile accident on December 28. Our 
best wishes to Ivan for a speedy recovery. 


Wire Chief's Department, 14th & M 
Gloria Ahl, Correspondent 


Winding up their vacations for 1955 were 
R. J. Connors, L. D. Jones and Ray Zim- 
merman. . .. Bob Blackford spent his va- 
cation redecorating his kitchen and getting 
acquainted with his new son.. . . The Rollie 
Warts spent Christmas in their new home at 
1801 South 55th—a wonderful Christmas 
present. . . . Homer Olsen is sporting a new 
“flat-top.” He likes it so well that he carries 
a pair of scissors at all times just in case 
he can talk anyone else into one. So far 
we haven’t had any casualties... . If any- 
one has noticed how tired out Les “Grand- 
pa’ Livingston looks lately, it is only be- 
cause he has been busy baby-sitting with his 
new grandson... . Magdalen Heser and her 
mother vacationed in Phoenix, Ariz., visiting 
her sister. She had a wonderful time and 
really enjoyed the warm weather. 


Wire Chief's Department, 2lst & L 
Byron Pattison, Correspondent 


Winding up vacations in this section for 
1955 were G. E. Miller who stayed at home 


Dolores Davis receives her present 
from Santa (Jerry Lee Swenson) at 
the Accounting Gift Exchange. Be- 
hind them, from left, are: Rosilyn 
Fahleson, Estella Foght, Marlene 
Becker, Donelle Cotton, Norma Som- 
erheiser, Marge Tvrz, Barbara 
Catron, Pat Tindall and Clara Jones. 


during his last week of vacation from De- 
cember 4 to 10. . .. Don Smith took the 
last week of his vacation December 18 to 24 
and worked at the Post Office. . . . Others 
taking their vacations during the holidays 
were Art Albers, Bob Merrill, O. A. Nelson 
and John Findley. 


"4" Office 
George Albury, Correspondent 


William Ahrens spent his vacation De- 
cember 4 to 17 at home just resting. . . 
Robert Roth spent his vacation at home 
December 7 to 20 baby-sitting and getting 
acquainted with his new son. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


December 2 was the date of the re- 
tirement party arranged by the “boys” for 
Ray Boling and John Hobson. John retired 
on December 1 and Ray on January 1, 
1956. Each of them was presented with 
wallets containing a new dollar bill for 
each year of service. We understand a 
very good time was had by all. We'll cer- 
tainly miss them both and will expect them 
to drop in and see us often... . On Febru- 
ary 3, all the gang will again be gathering 
to bid their farewells to George Hansen 
who retires on February 1—so keep that 
date in mind... . Out Hastings way Tommy 
Hedge’s crew reports they had a_ very 
enjoyable evening on December 20th when 
they attended the Company Christmas party 
which included a turkey dinner followed by 
movies, card playing and dancing. .. . 
Wedding bells will soon be ringing for Dean 
Kissinger (truck driver on Don Jones’ 
crew). The date is January 29th and the 
lucky girl is Beverly Wagner of Tecumseh. 

We are most happy to report that 
Richard Sorensen has returned to work 
after a month’s sick leave. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


Did you hear about the girls back at the 
rate desk who couldn’t figure out which of 
their group kept ringing the S.A.’s bell, so 
loud and so long? They were almost hysteri- 
cal with relief to find out no one had gone 
bell happy, just that the night alarm had 


been accidentally turned on! . Barbara 
Nesmith spent a few days in Oklahoma, but 
most of the December vacations were en- 
joyed at home. The vacationers were Euda 
Varney, Norma Schoenthaler, Nelda Young, 
Carol Allen, Doris Brown, Ella Dubas, 
Velda Wickenkamp, Elaine Hawkins, Gloria 
Kratochvil, Wanda Carman and Virginia 
Tidd. ... This year the Snack Bar Fund 
Committee decided to give Xmas presents 
to the men and women at Westview Home 
and a gift of one hundred dollars to Glenn 
Obert. ... When Hazel Nemen_ was 
Christmas shopping she heard a great roar- 
ing noise in the store. She asked the clerk 
what the loud noise was and he politely 
asked, “What noise?” “Why, that loud 
roaring noise,” replied Hazel. The clerk was 
speechless and as Hazel said, “He looked 
at me as if I were crazy.” Hazel quickly 
fled to the street and then realized the 
noise was in her ears and there it stayed 
for a couple of days! ... Mabel Volpp cer- 
tainly is curious over a Christmas gift certifi- 
cate she received. Even called the store to 
find out the giver’s name but they had in- 
structions not to give out any names! Maybe 
next Christmas they’ll send Mabel their 
name as a present. ... You might say Doro- 
thea Heckman received a shock the other 
day when the little gal stepped on the scales 
and her weight was shown as 208 lbs. 
Always knew those scales would go crazy 
from weighing so many operators! . . . Lois 
Meyers gets mighty reckless at times! In- 
stead of dumping just the paper in the 
incinerator, she put the basket in, too, 
then raced madly down the stairs and res- 
cued her basket! A couple of years ago she 
wasn’t so fortunate—the incinerator was 
going! 


Second Floor 


Cafeteria 
Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Top spot goes to Mina Jorgensen, Gen- 
eral Plant. Mina was elected Worthy Ma- 
tron of Electa Chapter No. 8, O. E. S., in 
December and will be installed in Janu- 
ary. She and her Worthy Patron, Dr. Marion 
Smith, entertained their officers elect and 
spouses at a turkey buffet dinner. Con- 
gratulations and our best wishes to Mina for 
a thoroughly successful Star year... . John 
Reed, plant methods supervisor, sure did 
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have memory trouble. John was absolutely 
sure he laid his brief case under his hat 
on a rack in one of our local eateries. 
When he finished his meal, he picked up 
his hat, and was equally sure, in later re- 
flection, that he left said brief case on the 
rack, ’cause when he got home—no brief 
case. Things really became serious when 
inquiry at the place where he thought he 
left it failed to produce the case with his 
valuable notes, etc., for his numerous 
articles. Finally, in desperation, he thought 
to explore his workshop at home. Lo and 
behold, there it was, just in time to keep 
John from pulling out the remaining hairs 
of his head. John should put out some 
instructions on how to cultivate a memory. 
. . . Mabel Pettit, cafeteria, was called to 
Omaha recently due to the emergency opera- 
tion of her small granddaughter. She’s com- 


ing along fine now. ... Tillie Boyd, Co-Op, 
spent a few days at Christmas time with her 
daughter and family in Chicago... . Merle 


Hale, vice-president, attended the Execu- 
tive Committee meeting, U.S.I.T.A., in Chi- 
cago. ... Kay Portsche, vice-president’s 
office, was home a few days with a bout 
with the flu, but she’s fine now. . . . Sym- 
pathy is extended to George Barney, general 
plant superintendent, at the loss of his 
brother-in-law. . . . Callers in general plant 
office: Forrest Behm, John Hobson, Bert 
Huddleston, John McKinzie, Tom Risser, 
Guy Seaton, Art Smith, and Leon Stacy. 
It’s heartwarming to clasp their hands. 
Please call again. 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


Wm. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 


Christmas guests at the H. J. Soderholms 

were his sister of Wahoo, sister-in-law from 
Omaha and son Leo of Verdigre. . . . Lucy 
Lyle spread a Christmas feast for the George 
Buell family of Syracuse, Mrs. Floy Buell of 
Murdock and Mrs. Ross and daughter of 
Nehawka. Florence McKie’s sister, 
Irene, was with her for the holiday. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. White are setting 
their course, February 1, for California, 
where they will make their future home .. . 
The Henry Zimmermans had, as Christmas 
guests, Mr. and Mrs. George Haskel and 
daughter. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Bert Huddle- 
ston entertained Mrs. Eva Masters, a former 
operator, who now resides at Glendale, 
California. . . Mr. and Mrs. Charles Albers 
spent Christmas with their daughter Mrs. 
Bruce Taylor at Ashland. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Cleveland left January 6 for a six- 
week trip to Florida. They will headquarter 
at Jensen Beach, Florida. Holiday 
guests of Mary M. Carroll were her son 
from Omaha and daughter from Grant... . 
The G. W. Jahn family are dividing their 
time between home and hospital, where 
their daughter Dorothy, a medical techni- 
cian, is confined at this writing. . . . Christ- 
mas guest of Nellie M. Hunt was her 
brother L. T. Hunt. . .. Mr. and Mrs. S. 
J. Dennis spent the holidays with a daughter 
at Shawnee, Kansas. 
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JEAN BOLES, FAIRGURY TRAFFIC, WAS HURRYING HOME 
ONE NOON, SHE DASHED ACROSS THE STREET 10 HER 
CAR, PUT IT INfo REVERSE AND GAVE IT THE GUN. THERE 
WAS # SUDDEN LURCH, A GREAT NOISE AND A TERRIFIC 
JOLT. JEAN DIDN'T KNOW THAT THE RIGHT FRONT TIRE 
HAD BEEN FLAT AND THAT HER HUSBAND WHO WORKS 
AT THE GARHGE NEXT DOOR, HAD JACKED UP THE 
CAR AND REMOVED THE WHEEL, 


DON'T LOOK NOW BUT 
| THINK THAT'S JUST 
WHAT YOU'RE DOING 


I'M ALWAYS AFRAID I'LL 
MEET SOME YOKEL DRIVING 
THE WRONG WAY. 


CLIFF ARTZ AND SHIRLEY HESS, CONSTRUCTION. WERE 
DRIVING FROM THE WAREHOUSE. To THE 15 & M BUILDING. 
THEY HAD 10 CROSS TWO ONE-WAY STREETS AND CLIFE 
BROKE INTO AN ORATION ON THEIR VALUE ~ EXCEPT 
FOR THE DANGER OF AN OCCASIONAL 50-AND:50 
DRIVING AGAINST TRAFFIC. WITH THAT, CLIFF TURNED 
BLITHELY NORTH ON IG STREET To FIND TAREE LANES 
OF HONKING CARS BEARING DOWN UPON H|M. 


| COULD HAVE DENIED IT 
MUCH MORE CONVINCINGLY 
IF \'D BEEN GUILTY 


ROLLY WINDERS, CONSTRUCTION, SENT HI5 WIFE AND 
DAUGHTER ON A NICE THREE- WEEKS VACATION 
TRIP, MEANWHILE ROLLY TOOK CARE OF THE 
HOUSEHOLD DUTIES, HE SENT HIS GREEN CORDUROY 
SHIRT 10 THE CLEANERS AND WHEN THE PACKAGE 
CAME BACK HE FAILED 10 INSPECT If... BUT 
MRS. WINDERS DID, WHEN SHE CAME HOME , 
AND FOUND A GREEN CORDUROY SKIRT 
(WOMAN'S ) AND IT WASN'T HERS! ROLLY’S EXPLANATION 
HAT THE CLEANERS HAD SWITCHED GARMENTS 
SOUNDED PRETTY LAME - EVEN TO HIMSELF, 


THERES NOTHING 
LIKE BRISK 


WALK AT NOON « pale 


NEBRASKA 
WEATHER ! 


(a 
THE SEVEN A.M. COMMERCIAL 
CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST WAS MUCH 
00 EARLY FOR BEDRIC WANEK 
WHO ARRIVED WITH HIS WIFES 
GLASSES BALANCED PRECARIOUSLY 
ON HIS NOSE- ONE SHAFT BARELY 
CLUTICHING AN EAR , THEY MIGHT 
AS WELL HAVE BEEN OPAQUE, 
BEDRIC COULON'T SEE # THING, 


WHEN A NEW GHDGET IN THE THIRD FLOOR CAF - 
ETERIA SPRUNG A LEAK THE WATER FLOWED 
UNDER THE FLOOR To A SPOT DIRECTLY ABOVE 
JHE HEAD OF WALTER ROBERTS, GENERALISSIMO 
OF THE CAFETERIA WHO RESIDES ON THE 
SECOND FLOOR 


CHRIS LYBERIS, LINCOLN SWITCHROOM , 
ALWAYS CHANGES INTO HIS “WORK PANTS” 


FOR HIS HOURS ON THE JOB, THE TRAGEDY 
STRUCK WHEN HE FORGOT TO REVERSE | r SHouLD : | 
THE PROCEDURE ONE NOON. HE DISCOVERED CHANGE ) 


HI6 PANTSLESS SITUATION DIMEN THE COLD | | \ my Name!) dagude 
BLASTS OF M STREET BEGAN WHISTLING es AY 
‘ROUND HIS BARE KNEES ! = a) 


ALB.WATERS NAME 15 LISTED PROMIN- 
ENTLY IN THE DIRECTORY AND IT 
| BRINGS HIM TROUBLE. LATELY 
pey cFICE WY | PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CALLING 
ae HIM TO COMPLAIN ABOUT THEIR 
WATER BILLS ! 


| COULDNT DO 
{IT AGAIN IF 
| TRIED? 


BERYL LESLIE, FAIRBURY TRAFFIC, DASHED 
OUT To THE ALL€Y WITH AN ARMLOAD OF 
TRASH, NOT BOTHERING To PUT ON A COAT 


ae os ; THOUGH THE DAY WAS BITTER COLD, SHE 
KES | epee apa eran DIDNT REALIZE THE ROUSE WK 
E SIGN ON THE DOOR READ: “PERSONNEL ROON OF THE MONT cv OCKED AND BOLTED UNTIL- 
ne ba IN, BUT WAS DICK SINCLAIR WHO SHE HEARD THE DOOR CLOSE BEHIND 


DROPPED Al BIG Gop OF 
MAIL THROUGH Af ONE-INCH 
CRACK INTO THE PIT OF 
THE ELEVATOR SHAFT 


HER . AT LONG LAST, AIDED By A FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBOR SHE RETURNED 10 THE HOUSE 
HEAD FOREMOST THROUGH ft HIGH AND 
VERY SMALL BATHROOM WINDOW. 


LLOYD CLEVELAND, TRAFFIC CHIEF, WAS 
IN HURRY, WE BROKE IN.. AND 
ESCAPED THE FLYING GLASS UNSCATHED 


How COME YOU 
DIDN'T HAVE THE 
HORSE. PULLING 
THE WAGON 7 


= 4 
VERA KNERR, YORK TRAFFIC, SPENDS HER 
SPARE HOURS ASTRIDE HER FAVORITE STEED- WELL, 
ALMOST ASTRIDE , SHE WAS SITTING QUIETLY ON HER 
HORSE 4 FEW DAYS AGO ADMIRING THE WINTER 
LANDSCAPE WHEN SHE LOOKED DOWN To FIND THE 
NAG GONE. SOMETHING HAD STARTLED HIM AND HE TOOK 
OFF AT FULL SPEED LEAVING VERA SUSPENDED HIGH 
INTHE AIR . 


FURTHER ADVENTURES OF THE TYLER RYAN FAMILY | 
“UNDER THE SPELL OF THE "DO IT YOURSELF’ FRO, TYLER 
UNDERTOOK To PAPER A ROOM OF HIS NEW HOME . THE 
PHPER DESIGN SHOWED A HORSE PULLING A WAGON. TYLER 
GOT ONE WALL COMPLETED AND WAS RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS 
FROM THE FAMILY WHEN THE YOUNGEST SON CAME IN , 

OOK ONE LOOK , AND ASKED WHY THE STRIPS HADN'T BEEN HUNG 
To MATCH. SOMEHOW TYLER HAD ARRANGED HIS DESIGN IN 
ROWS OF HORSES AND ROWS OF WAGONS 
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Jerry Swenson operating the Rectograph, 
a huge camera which produces copies—in 
a matter of seconds—of maps, charts, Lin- 
coln final bills, forms and documents. The 
big machine is in use much of the time. 


or microfilm camera. 


Betty Tribble ponders a strip of punched tape, which, when fed into 
the Automatic Graphotype, does its thinking for it. The new machine is a 
marvel of efficiency and goes to work unattended when it is supplied with 
the guiding tape and a stock of blank plates. When its job is done it 
shuts itself off automatically, and closes shop until more plates are needed. 


LT&T is not in competition with commercial printers, 
but it is in the printing business in a big way. It has 
engaged in the trade for fifty-odd years—since its first 
subscriber’s bill was prepared for mailing. 

The first bills probably were filled out in longhand, but 
soon the company purchased a hand-operated addressograph 
machine for more rapid addressing of bills and envelopes. 
The subscriber lists were set up on metal plates or “slugs.” 

When the general office building was erected in 1912-13, 
a special room was enclosed at the rear of the accounting 
department of the second floor, where two hand-turned 
graphotypes (for embossing the plates), two addressographs, 
the slug filing cabinet and a desk composed the first Ad- 
dressograph Section. Later a mimeograph and ditto machine 
were added and work from other departments began to 
drift in. Keyboard graphotypes and a semi-automatic bill 
printer were added in the mid-’twenties. 

The Addressograph Section followed the accounting de- 
partment to the fourth floor in the move of 1927, but soon 
outgrew its quarters there and descended to the basement 
where its abilities and services have been constantly ex- 
panding until the present date. 

The name, Addressograph Section, was changed several 
years ago to Printing Service Section, and recently to Gen- 


Edna Rosane running toll tickets through the Recordak, 
Photographic copies are made of 
all toll tickets and the originals then enclosed with the 
monthly statement. Current vouchers and payrolls also 


are recorded on microfilm. 


Mary Zehr at the keyboard of the 
Tape Perforator. Subscriber informa- 
tion is first set up from the daily orders 
on tape, which is then fed into the 
Automatic Graphotype for the making 
of the addressograph plate. 


The General 


Service 
Section 


The News camera visits a busy little section of the 
accounting department which specialized in large 
output and rapid service. 


eral Service Section. The development of its productivity is 
reflected in the changing titles. All subscriber bills are still 
prepared in General Service. The name plates are now set 
up on a tape perforating machine. The tape is fed into an 
unattended automatic graphotyper which embosses the slug 
and works until it is done—even far into the night. The 
statements are printed on a two-color automatic bill printing 
machine. All equipment used in these processes is brand 
new. 

In addition, the Section houses the offset printing ma- 
chines for forms, bulletins and the daily addenda; the 
photostat machine; the mail room; paper cutters, presses, 
punches, microfilm cameras for copying toll tickets and 
documents; a marvelous contraption known as Zerox for 
reproducing offset plates; and a dozen other weird and 
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Carl S. Ahl, supervisor cf General Service Section. The photograph is 
unusual in that his desk top is almost bare. Most of the time it is piled 
high with new jobs in the process of assignment. 
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l more than a dozen years experience in the 


Ferne Burns attends the daily addenda and 
supplies address and information lists for the 
major exchanges of the territory. Ferne has 


department. 


Twin Multilith, or offset printing machines, are 
kept busy eight hours a day rolling out their printed 
pages. Harold Brady, left, and Bill Thompson, right, 
are the operators. Harold’s service dates back to 1931. 


One of the heaviest tasks of the Sec- 
tion is the tending of incoming and out- 
going mail for the general offices. The 
machine operated by Paul Singleton is 
sealing and stamping a pile of envelopes. 


capable gadgets for processing the printed word. 
Carl Ahl, supervisor of the Section, is an oldtimer in the 
field. He began his career in the Addressograph Section in 
1923 and has had a lion’s share in furthering its development 
and growth. Carl has the enviable faculty of maintaining 
an unruffled calm in the midst of the Section’s seething 
| activities, somehow meeting deadlines and providing shotgun 
service to all who demand it—and it seems that everyone 
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Maude “Bobby” Reason puts a new tray of plates into the new “3700” 
bill printing machine. The statement begins with a roll of paper at right 
cnd emerges from the machine as a completed bill for local service, at left. 
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Betty Tribble again. Here she is engaged in the pleasant task of 
printing the payroll checks. They are completed with the amount and 
signature in the treasurer’s office. Dividend checks are completed by 
Betty and her machine. 


is in a hurry for the products of Printing Service. 

Besides receiving and dispatching the voluminous mail of 
General Offices, last year the Section set up 50,000 new 
addressograph plates; printed 1,138,610 subscriber statements 
on 10,000 pounds of bill printing paper; made 1,248,730 im- 
pressions from 19,971 offset plates and processed 4,444 photo- 
stat copies of various charts, forms and maps. It is a busy 
place and growing busier every day. 
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The Addressograph Section as it appeared in about 1914. Hubert Seybold, 
left, and Ralph Seguin, right, were its only employees. The room was in 
the west wing of the second floor, where the treasurer’s office is now located. 


Louise Jenkins making an offset plate by the Zerox process. The copy 
is nphotogravhed and the image fixed on the plate by a mysterious magnetic 
process and copies can be rolling off the Multilith machine, all in a 
matter of moments. 


= 3 fie 


Telephone People Take Their Stations in Community Affairs 


W. H. Husing C. H. Kermoade 


Master President 
Sterling Lodge Western Lions 
AF&AM Club 


On the eastern fringes of the territory we find 
LLOYD OGLESBY, Auburn, as chairman of the 
Boy Scout Fund Drive; Chairman of grandstand 
seating; chairman, eats committee for Annual 
Band Day; and committeeman for the Nemaha 
County Centennial Celebration . . . LLOYD LANE, 
Weeping Water Plant, is president for the second 
term of the local volunteer fire department ... 
E. L. DORLAND, Wahoo, is a block chairman 
for the March of Dimes CLYDE BURGE, 
district manager, Beatrice, is chairman of the 
board of trustees, Centenary Methodist Church... 
PAULA E. OTTE, Beatrice-Lincoln, is team captain 
for the Homesteader Community Concert Assn. and 
team worker, Lutheran Hospital Building Fund 
Drive. . .. M. J. DANAHER, Wymore, is first 
vice president of Wymore Lions Club; and com- 
mittee member, Public Relations, Chamber of 
Commerce. . . . VYRL CLARK, Wilber, is secretary 
of the Rotary Club; vice president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce; and committee member of the 
Boy Scouts. E. M. MASSIE, Friend, is also 
active in Scout committee work . .. GEORGE D. 
BROCK, Crete, is treasurer, Crete Rotary Club.... 
and treasurer of the Boy Scout Troop. ... T. E. 
LONGDON, at Fairbury is on the board of the 
Kiwanis Club, the Community Chest and the 
Chamber of Commerce. He is also steward on the 
Methodist Church board. MARY JACKSON, 
Fairbury Traffic, is secretary-treasurer of the Bap- 
tist Church and member of the Board of Directors, 
YWCA. . . . ANNABELLE STOCKER, Fairbury, also 
is on the board of the local YWCA. . . . CHARLES 
KERMOADE, Western, is president of the Lions 
Club; steward of the Methodist Church board; 
assistant fire chief; and service officer, American 
Legion Post. 

At Pawnee City we learn that RAYMOND 
BRUNING is deacon of the Christian Church and 
G. O. C. Day Chief. CARL FRANZEN is 
County Red Cross First Aid chairman; Zion 
Lutheran Church treasurer; and building commit- 
tee chairman. GEORGE EGGLESTON is a 
member of the board of directors for both the 
Rotary Club and Pawnee County Fair Association. 

. . At Humboldt, IVAN HAITH is board member, 
Methodist Church; program chairman, Rotary 
Club; membership chairman, Chamber of Com- 
merce; chairman of Local Pack Committee, Cub 
Scouts; and member of the Executive Board, 
Cornhusker Council, Boy Scouts. 

At Cook, R. L. JOHNSON is vice president of 
the Community Club and secretary-treasurer of 
the fire department. . . . W. H. HUSING of Ster- 
ling has been elected Master of his Masonic lodge. 

Out Hastings way, LUETTA BACON is con- 
ductress for the B. of R. T. Auxiliary . . . MARIE 
PEARSON, secretary for the Business-Professional 
Womens Club FLOYD CREWDSON is new 
chairman of the Colonial Square Dance Club; 
member of the church council and treasurer of 
the Sunday school of First St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church . . . E. J. FLOWERDAY adds to his numer- 
ous other offices those of board member for the 
Red Cross and the Navy League. Ed’s biggest 
job, of course, is that of president of the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

At Hebron, E. H. WELLMAN is reelected treas- 
urer of the Masonic Lodge and is board member 


At about the first of the year most organiza- 
tions bring new blood into their governing bodies. 
It is a pleasant surprise to find such a large 
number of LT&T folk accepting offices in civic, 
church, social and fraternal groups. The ones 
listed below represent recent elections and ap- 
pointments. We probably have missed many; and 
others previously have been reported in these 
pages. Congratulations to one and all. It is a 
fine thing to have an active part in the better- 
ment of one’s community. 


for City Park Board and Thayer County Red 
Cross . . . BOB LEMKAU is vice president of the 
Young Adult class, M. E. Church, while JOHN 
BROCKMEYER is secretary-treasurer of the same 
class and assistant leader for the Boy Scouts. 

We've already told that FRANK KUBAT and 
JAMES BAUER of Superior are officers of Tadmore 
Chapter, Royal Arch Masons. Mr. Bauer also 
serves as adjutant for the American Legion Post. 
. . . ARTIS BOWEN, chief operator, is appointed 
Warder for Olive Chapter No. 63, O. E. S.... In 
Sutton Area, J. H. MANKAMYER is a member of 
the board for the Lions Club. . . . P. V. ECKLES is 
first vice commander of the Edgar American 
Legion Post and troop advisor for the Boy Scouts. 
R. H. HUNZEKER is a member of the executive 
board for the Sutton Volunteer Fire Dept. ... 
LUCYLE SCHEIDEMANN is secretary, American 
Legion Auxiliary, and assistant superintendent of 
the Sunday School. 

At York, VERA KNERR and DORIS VAN OS- 
TRAND both are active in 4-H Club work, Vera 
as leader of two clubs and Doris as music leader. 

NADINE RAINES is extension officer for 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority. . . . STERLING NELSON 
is chairman of Rotary public information; deacon 
of *the Christian Church; County Red Cross-First 
Aid Chairman; institutional representative, Youth 
Committee, Isaak Walton League; beside his im- 
portant stations, previously reported, in Boy Scout 
district and council work. . . . At Seward, GERALD 
SHIPLEY is installed as tyler for Oliver Lodge 
No. 38, AF&AM. 

Nebraska City is well represented by A. M. 
Newens, aq member of the board for the Rotary 
Club. ... George Placek, Associate Patron of 


Ys, 


Mr. and Mrs. Ted Ray, Beatrice, are Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge and new President of 
the B.P.O. Does, respectively. This is only the 
second time in the history of the Beatrice Elks 
Lodge that husband and wife have held these 
two offices at the same time. 
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Mina Jorgensen R. A. Carlson 


Worthy Matron Master 
Electa Chapter Craftsman Lodge 
O.E.S. AF&AM 


the Eastern Star. Josephine Placek, Esther 
of the Eastern Star Chapter. . . . Erman Wheat- 
craft, boys work chairman for the Optimist Club 
and state director for the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. . W. A. Letellier, conductor 01 
1.0.0.F. Lodge. Dorothy Everett, vice presi- 
dent, Women’s Missionary Council, Assembly of 
God Church. Jane Herbster, vice president, 
City P. T. A. and president of 6th Street unit, 
P. T. A... . Evelyn Denson, historian, City P. T. A. 
Council . and Evalyn Beason, chairman, 
Christian Women Fellowship Worship — State 
Cabinet. 

At Lincoln, the supply department is repre- 
sented by SYLVIA HOAGLIN, elected Correspond- 
ing secretary, Lincoln Deanery, Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women RALPH CULVER, as 
senior warden, Cotner Lodge 297, AF&AM. 
HAROLD A. EHRLICH, as deacon, Vine Congrega- 
tional Church . . . J. W. (BILL) HARTZ as presi- 
dent, Fun Makers Square Dance Club. ... J. A. 
SCHELLENBERG as. steward, Grace Methodist 
Church. and DON C. TRAVIS, retired, was 
elected for his sixth term as secretary for his 
K. P. Lodge. 

HELEN PICKARD, Accounting, has been re- 
elected treasurer for the Malone Community Cen- 
ter. .. . ROY BRENDLE and GERALD E. MILLER 
both were elected to the board of trustees, East 
Lincoln Lodge 210, AF&AM. . . . ROY CARLSON, 
Engineering, was elevated to the Master’s chair 
in Craftsman Lodge 314, AF&AM. . . . While Lan- 
caster Lodge 54, AF&AM has, among its officers, 
A. B. GORMAN, junior warden; RUSSELL R. 
RAUCH, secretary; L. W. CLEVELAND, junior 
steward; GUST A. FOSTER, tyler; and GUY O. 
SEATON, trustee. . . . MERLE M. HALE was re- 
cently elected to the board of directors for the 
Security Mutual Life Insurance Company, replacing 
the late Samuel R. McKelvie, who had served since 
1945. ... K. L. LAWSON has been chosen vice 
president of the Lincoln Better Business Bureau. 

LYMAN NEFF was reelected president of Mens 
Brotherhood at First Evangelical U. B. Church. 

. and CHARLES F. PEACHMAN has been named 
delegate to the City Methodist Union. . . . LLOYD 
C. JENKINS is selected as chief air raid warden 
for Lancaster County. 

GEORGE C. MANN adds to his offices as Royal 
Arch captain and conductor of the Council by 
being named Banker for M.W.A. Lodge 969... . 
1. J. DEVOE is a member of the board for West- 
minster Presbyterian Church; and of Chamber of 
Commerce committees on Streets and Highways, 
Taxes, and Lincoln Community Hospital Fund... . 
K. J. BOSHART is in charge of information for 
new Rotary members. W. D. QUINN holds 
office of Esquire in B.P.O.E 80, at Lincoln; and 
as member of the board for the Capital City 
Kiwanis Club ... A. B. GORMAN is vice presi- 
dent of the Lincoln Advertising Club and chair- 
man of the program committee for that organ- 
ization. ... MINA JORGENSON’ was elected 
Worthy Matron of Electa Chapter 8, Order of the 
Eastern Star at Lincoln. RAY H. ZIMMER- 
MAN, Lincoln Plant, is chief observer for the 
Lincoln Ground Observer Corps. 
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be published in two installments. 


For nearly half a century, within the walls of an old 
cemetery in St. Petersburg, Florida, a modest stone marked 
the final resting place of a man whose contribution to the 
world of telephony was second only to that of Alexander 
Graham Bell, himself. The stone carried only the inscription 
“Lieut. A. B. Strowger, Co. A, 8 N. Y. Cav.” Not even 
the birth and death dates were shown. In 1949, officials 
of the Peninsular Telephone Company set an additional 
bronze marker at the grave and this one gave full credit 
to Almon Brown Strowger for the invention of the dial 
system of telephony. 


The story of Strowger is a fascinating one and unusual 
in the sense that he was not an inventor by profession. 
Indeed it seems that he was neither mechanically nor elec- 
trically inclined and that the single vision which evolved 
into the automatic switch and dial was his only venture 
into the field of science. 

Almon Strowger was born at Penfield, New York, on 
October 19, 1839. His ancestors were from Suffolk, 
England. He was one of 12 children, seven of whom were 
boys. 

Almon enlisted with the Union forces of the Civil War 
on his 22nd birthday and later received a commission as 
second lieutenant. He was discharged in December 1864 
and two months later married Rosaltha M. Clarke. As a 
young man he taught school in New York, Michigan, Illinois 
and Kansas, 

While in his mid-forties he bought an undertaking 
establishment in Topeka, Kansas and, as was the common 
practice, maintained his residence in the same building. 
He was then married a second time, the first wife having 
died some years earlier. Whether the second Mrs. Strowger 
died or was divorced is not known but on March 4, 1886 
he married Alice Marie Hill. The only child of this marriage 
was a son, John Almon, who was born when his father was 
49 years old. The son was killed in a sawmill explosion in 
Florida in 1923. Two daughters were born from Mr. 
Strowger's first marriage. 

Strowger sold his business in Topeka and moved to 
Kansas City, Missouri, where he continued in his profession 
of undertaker. He was, at that time, almost fifty years of 
age, a nervous, energetic little man, weighing about 110 
pounds. His face was framed with a heavy crop of hair 
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We, of LT&T, have had long acquaintance with the dial telephone. 
For more than 50 years it has been in use in our major exchange at 
Lincoln. It is generally known that the dial, or “automatic” system, 
originated and was developed in the Independent branch of the telephone 
industry and that the Bell organization did not begin its use until after 
World War I. Now, for the first time, the News brings its readers the 
story of the invention and growth of the dial telephone. 


The story will 


Almon B. Strowger 


and a fierce white beard. Though diminutive in size, he was 
still an imposing figure and usually dominated a conversa- 
tion. He was a fiery man, quick tempered and outspoken 
and was ever on the move. If he didn’t like the way certain 
things were being done, someone heard about it immediately, 

The story that is told of the events which led to the in- 
vention of the dial telephone may be legendary. No one 
knows for sure, but it is a certainty that Almon Strowger 
would have reacted in exactly the manner attributed to him 
in the tale had the occurrences actually taken place. It came 
about in this manner. 

Strowger went to his office one morning, hung his Prince 
Albert coat on the wall peg, opened the Kansas City morning 
paper and began to read. Suddenly he sat bolt upright as he 
came upon an article telling of the death of one of his 
acquaintances whose body even at that moment was lying 
in state in a competitor’s establishment. Almon could think 
of but one reason why his erstwhile friend’s body should be 
in other hands: He concluded that the family had tried to 
reach him by telephone and had not succeeded! 

Temper!—Temper! 

A call to the central office failed to allay his suspicions. 
The operator's voice sounded too smooth and insincere as she 
denied knowledge of any calls directed to his establishment. 
Now he was convinced that she was in the conspiracy with 
his competitor and was probably paid to shuttle Strowger’s 
business calls to his rival. 

Mr. Strowger gave voice to his misgivings for he was 
not one to contain his feelings. After some sharp words 
with the operator he slammed the receiver back on the 
hook and nervously paced the floor. 

Mr. Strowger’s rage was kindled by frustration. There 
was nothing he could do about it if there was an unholy 
alliance between the operator and the undertaker, Nothing, 
that is. unless he could find a way to receive telephone 
calls without having them pass through the operator's hands. 
What the telephone business needed was a mechanical 
Operator. 

Invention of the Automatic 

A mechanical operator? How could that be done? 
The subscriber could send a certain number of impulses over 
the wire, something like a telegraph operator and an electro: 

next page, please 
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The Story of the Dial— 


magnet could receive and count those impulses and direct 


a connecting plug to the proper terminal. It might work! 
He would give this idea some further thought. 


Mr. Strowger’s temper subsided as the day passed but 
still the hazy notion of a mechanical operator persisted. 
He had often visited local telephone exchanges and remem- 
bered that in front of the operator there were ten rows of 
subscriber jacks, with ten to a row. In order to connect a 
calling subscriber to number 67, for instance, the operator 
would move her plug upward to the sixth level and inward to 
the seventh jack where, by plugging in, she would complete 
the connection. If a device could be perfected which would 
duplicate these movements in response to signals originated 
by the subscriber, he could eliminate the human factor, 

Mr. Strowger was not unacquainted with the electromac- 
net such as was used to activate the subscriber’s drop. He 
visualized this as the basis of the mechanical switch. One day 
while sitting at his desk pondering over the matter he 
reached into a drawer and pulled out a collar box holding a 
dozen paper collars. With a pencil he drew ten faint lines 
encircling the box. The tray of pins on his desk cemented 
the idea with which his mind had been wrestling. One by 
one he stuck the pins from the outside of the cardboard 
cylinder toward the center until at last he had placed ten 
rows of ten pins each. These pins represented the jacks 
of 100 subscribers’ lines as they were terminated on the face 
of a manual switchboard. 

Then he took a lead pencil and held it vertically in the 
center of the box and contemplated the assembly. “If, by 
the aid of electromagnets I could move this shaft Genel) 
up to a certain level, then inward to the proper contact I 
can connect any two of a hundred telephones together,” 
he mused. : 

With the principle of the automatic switch now clear 
in his mind he went to work toward its realization just as 
Bell had labored on his vision of electrical sheech trans- 
mission some 13 years before. On March 12, 1889 Strowger 
filed an application with the U. S. Patent Office for an 
“Automatic Telephone Exchange.” 

The specification accompanying his application read in 
part: “In a system of electrical exchange, the combination 
with an insulating curved surface, a system of wires ae 
their ends extending to and through said surface to the con- 
cave surface thereof, and a rotary and longitudinal-moving 
rod located at the axis of the curvature (like the collar box 
the pins and pencil) of a contact-needle fastened to the nod: 
levers for moving the rod longitudinally, levers for rotating 
the rod, magnets for vibrating the lever, and means for 
energizing the magnets at pleasure.” 


Patent Rights Granted 


Almon Strowger could not have chosen better language 
to describe his invention. When the patent rights were 
granted, on March 10, 1891, he obtained all-inclusive rights 
to a telephone switch employing the step-by-step method. 
It would be many, many years before any other system could 
be devised to compete with this simple and accurate means of 
interconnection. 

The patent was issued on the fifteenth anniversary of 
Alexander Bell’s famous words, “Mr. Watson, come here, 


of 


The original switch model made by Aimon Strowger in 1890 temporarily 
abandoned his original notion of the upward and inward movement in favor 
of placing 100 lines in a single plane. He was soon to return to his basic 
idea from which evolved the step-by-step method of dialing. 


I want you.” the first intelligible sentence ever heard by 
telephone. 

Mr. Strowger, however, soon found bitter dregs in the 
cup of invention. He could find no one remotely inter- 
ested in buying his discovery or in risking capital in its 
manufacture. He talked to all who would listen but to little 
effect. 

But the word had spread about and finally reached the 
ears of Joseph Harris, an enterprising salesman from Chi- 
cago who was looking for novel ideas for the World's 
Columbian Exposition which was to take place in Chicago 
in 1893. Harris traveled to Kansas City, saw the device and 
heard Strowger’s story. He decided that it had commercial 
possibilities. 

Mr. Harris induced the inventor to come to Chicago 
and together they arranged to have several model switches 
built by a novelty company using Strowger’s drawings. With 
the aid of three borrowed telephones an experimental system 
was erected. 

In the first models push buttons were used on the tele- 
phones to send impulses of current, directing the central 
office switch to select the called line. To call Number 89, 
the user pushed the first button eight times and the second 
button nine times, with the crude mechanism moving over 
the line terminals at each push of the button, Then, by 
turning the generator, he could ring the called party. 

Meanwhile a series of events were taking place in the 
little city of La Porte, Indiana, which were to evolve in 
bringing it a significant honor. 

In about 1888 or 1889 the Cushman Telephone Company 
established an exchange at La Porte. In those times the 
original Bell patents were yet in force and they covered 
broadly the electrical transmission of speech. The protection 
of these patent rights had been costly to the Bell organ- 
ization. There was scarcely a time during the 17-year 
duration of the patent protection when it was not involved 
in suits for infringement. That the Bell always won its 
legal encounters was beside the point. It was necessary 
that these heckling wildcat Independents must be taught a 
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The dial desk stand as it 
was introduced to Lincoln 
subscribers in June 1904. 
This telephone was of the 
three-wire type with push- 
button ringing. The last of 
these instruments were re- 
moved from service at Lin- 
coln in 1925. So great was 
their junk value that they 
were dismantled immediate- 
ly. it ws several years before 
one could be discovered and 
cbtained for LT&T’s histor- 


aan as ical collection. 
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lesson. In 1890 suit was brought by the Bell against all 
subscribers of the Cushman company at La Porte before 
Judge Henry W. Blodgett of Chicago who, in due time, 
ordered all the infringing telephones to be burned. W. W. 
Hans, the Cushman manager, shipped the instruments to 
Chicago for that purpose. 

Company Formed 

This was headline news when the Strowger Automatic 
Telephone Exchange was formed in 1891. Joseph Harris 
became secretary and treasurer; M. A. Meyer, a friend of 
Harris, was made president; Strowger took the title of 
vice president. 

Development was proving costly and it became necessary 
to seek financial help. During this search a Baltimore, Mary- 
land firm became interested and sent a young engineer, 
Alexander E. Keith, to investigate the system. Not only did 
he recommend financial backing but he himself remained 
with the Strowger group, later becoming vice president and 
chief engineer of the Automatic Electric Company. 

Strowger had filed for other patents as his original idea 
was further refined. The new corporation was capitalized at 
five million dollars and was now ready for its first venture 
into the commercial field. The good Hoosiers of La Porte 
had been without telephone service for two years and it was 
decided that this would be the place for the great experiment. 

A franchise was granted July 18, 1892 by the city of 
La Porte to the Strowger company for the erection of a 
telephone system under its patents. By November 3, of that 
year, the exchange was completed and ready for inspection. 

Mr. Harris issued special invitations to a large number of 
Chicago dignitaries and others whom he hoped to interest 
financially, to be his guests on a special train to La Porte for 
a demonstration of the Automatic system, Fifty or sixty 
persons responded to his invitation, including bankers, jour- 
nalists and railroad men. One man was from Paris; two 
from Canada and there were two Russians, the consul and a 
commissioner. 

The train was met by the mayor of La Porte and the 
city band and the visitors escorted to the exchange by them. 
Subscribers had been forewarned of the great event and 
were asked to “answer the telephones very promptly on calls 
between 12:30 and 4 p.m.” 

Almon Strowger made a speech in which he declared 
that under his system “the telephone girl would have to go, 
but she would only be following in the footsteps of the 


The 1892 automatic telephone in 
which push buttons were used to send 
impulses of current, causing the central 
office switch to select the called iine. 
This instrument was equipped for call- 
ing a four-digit number, with the fifth 
button on the right being used for 
ringing when pushed while the gener- 
ator crank was turned. The push button 
system left much to be desired and 
soon gave way to the dialing method 
of number selection. 


messenger boy whose services were dispensed with by the 
invention of the telephone.” He revealed that another new 
system was under construction at Fort Sheridan, Illinois 
which would be in operation within a few weeks. 

In speaking of the performance of the exchange at the 
demonstration the local paper said “If an error has been 
made, the person calling may be sure that he, and not the 
machine, is at fault. Machines make no mistakes.” 

In any event, Strowger’s five-wire, push button, auto- 
matic telephone central office switching equipment had been 
tried; the equipment worked and people liked it. The general 
public was amazed and happy with this new “thingamajig.” 
The merits and features of the system were discussed in 
newspapers and magazines. “Goodbye to the hello girl,” be- 
came a familiar expression. 

To those originally in the Strowger company were 
added Frank A. Lundquist, John and Charles J. Erickson. 
These men, together with Strowger, filed application for a 
patent on July 17, 1895, for an improved switch embodying 
both vertical and rotary motion that looked very similar to 
the Strowger switch as we know it today. 

The National’ System 

Lunderen later left the Strowger company to appear as 
the designer of a rival system known as the “National Auto- 
matic Telephone.” He was instrumental in placing this 
system in Pawnee City when that exchange was built in 
1898. But there the “National” died aborning. About 30 of 
these instruments were originally placed in service at Pawnee 
City on an experimental basis but they were removed and 
the exchange changed to manual type before it was offi 
cially cut into service. 

: Strowger Retires 

In the late nineties Almon Strowger’s health began to fail 
while he was in Chicago. He had a nurse named Susan 
Bellanger whom he married. The records are not clear 
whether this was his fourth or fifth wife. In his search for a 
milder climate he severed his connections with the company 
which bore his name and moved to St. Petersburg, Florida 
with his last wife and son, John. The move was made 
sometime in 1897 or 1898. Here he was not known as an 
inventor but rather as an investor, for he became an ardent 
booster of the city; purchased several lots and erected at 
least two business buildings. His death occurred on May 
26, 1902. 

To be continued 
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Velma Bock Merle Sherman Merle Lohmeier L. C. Hutchison 
at left, meets her People can’t seem to carries two telehones talks and makes sales 
customers at the door resist his sales en- into the house on to Lincoln business- 
at Geneva. thusiasm. each_ installation. men. 


During the first month of 1956, six 
employees already had crashed the sales 
barrier leading to membership in the 
Four °56 Club; the honorary Merchan- 
dising society of LT&T. The list of 
includes Velma L. 
Commercial; 
Sherman, Lincoln Commercial; L. A. 
Genrich, Beatrice Plant, and J. Dewey 
Lewis, L. C. Hutchison and Merle Loh- 


meier, all of Lincoln Plant. Congratula- 


charter members 


Bock, Geneva 


tions to the hardy half-dozen, who thus 
become the first to qualify for the select 
circle. 

A rake-off of request slips received 
in the general commercial department 
indicates that a fine percentage of em- 
ployes devoted their efforts toward the 
Merchandising Plan following its intro- 
duction last year. The tabulation credits 
407 with participating in the program 
during the final months of 1955. There 
were 2,375 service requests submitted, 


W. M. 


L. A. Genrich 
is cutting a wide Mer- 
chandising swath at 
Beatrice. 


Dewey Lewis 
A Ball of Fire. He 
sells something ex- 
tra on each order. 


65% of which resulted in sales with 
additional annual gross revenue of 
$24,392. That’s an average of $10.27 
per request slip. 

Sales Supervisor W. D. Quinn admits 
there may be some omissions, but the 
names listed below are taken from the 
request slips which have been processed 
during 1955 and are now in the hands 
of the general office. To these folks 
belongs the credit for the initial success 
of this important undertaking. 


H. C. Rogers—Auburn 
T. H. Roller—Lincoln 
J. L. Roth—Hastings 
Jack L. Ruble—Fairbury 


. R. Sharp—Lincoln 
. C. Shipley—Seward 
_ L. Sinner—Hastings 


Participants in the Merchandising Program 


LaVerne Braun—Lincoln 
Yella Bredenkamp—York 
Eleanor Bryant—Beatrice 
Oakel Butler—Auburn 
Alice Chambers—York 
Clara Chambers—Superior 
L. W. Cleveland—Lincoln 
Virginia Coon—Beatrice 
2uth Compton—Hastings 
Ruth Corter—Beatrice 


D. Smith—Lincoln 

. W. Smith Beatrice 

. E Smith—Lincoln 

J. C. Smith—Tecumseh 

M. D. Sorenson—Wahoo 

V. P. Spears—Lincoln 
Hattie Staley—Lincoln 

A. E. Stansbury—Beatrice 
W. C. Stewart—Lincoln 

B. B. Strayer—Crete 

Mike Svoboda—Seward 
Fred Trim—York 

J. E. Turner—Beatrice 

L. E. Vosika—Wilber 

Carl Wagner—Hastings 

L. W. Ward—Lincoln 

Dale Weaver—Lincoln 

D. E. Webb—Hastings 

R. J. Weis—Geneva 

R. R. Wendell—Lincoln 
Bob Wenzel—Lincoln 
Erman Wheatcraft—Neb. Cy. 
Russ White—Lincoln 

H. L. Whitney—Superior 

H. A. Williams—Pawnee Cy. 
L. C. Williams—Stromsburg 
Paul Winscot—Lincoln 

R. H. Zimmerman—Lincoln 


TRAFFIC 


Helen Aldermann—Geneva 
Sally Akers—Lincoln Carol Huber—Beatrice 
Verletta Alexander—Linc. Marguerite lenn—York 
Moreane Alldritt—Hast. Winifred Jackson—Seat. 
Carol Allen—Lincoln Fern Jacobs—Crete 
Joline Allington—Suo. Rose Janda—Plattsmouth 
Olga S. Andersen—Sup. Myrtle C. Janssen—Beat. 
R. D. Andrews—Lincoln Hilda Johanns—Platts. 
Irma Arnold—Beatrice Phyllis Jungck—Beatrice 
Mary Arthur—Lincoln Bonnie Kaeding—York 
Lillian Bader—Nebr. Cy. Phyllis Kavanaugh—Beat. 
Delores Bauer Syracuse Pansy Kechely—Beatrice 
-etha Baumgartner—Linc. Dorothe Keller—Lincoln 
Mary |. Beaty—Wahoo Alma Konvalin—Superior 
Phyllis Beers—Syracuse Alice Koziol—Beatrice 
Lorabelle Biltoft——Superior Helen Krieger—Lincoln 
Thelma_Bitting—Beatrice Lydia Kriegshauser—Sew. 
Emilie Bleich—Fairbury Anita Lang—Beatrice 
Joan Borzekofski—Beat. Gertrude Little Thunder 
-ola Boughtin—Beatrice —Lincoin 

Artis Bowen—Superior Edna Mahlach—Beatrice 


Marlys Cox—Wahoo 
Jacqueline Craig—Hastings 
Ethel Daharsh—Wahoo 
Helen De Bord—Fairbury 
Ruth Diekmann—Beatrice 
Donna Donovan—Lincoln 
Donna Ehmen—Beatrice 
Hedwig Elmshaeuser—Beat. 
Rethal Falk—Beatrice 
Carolyn Fielder—Beatrice 
Dorothy Foster—Beatrice 
Ruth Foster—Lincoln 
Marion Franz—Geneva 
Marie Fuller—Beatrice 
Glenda Garton—Superior 
Donna Gillett—Superior 
Senevieve Graff—York 
Paula Graham—Plattsmouth 
Eunice Green—Lincoln 
Elaine Hall—Lincoln 

Ella Hansen—Lincoln 

Doris Harbour—Stromsburg 
Genevieve Harper—Beat. 
Marie Haught—Lincoln 
Cecelia Haverkamp—Beat. 
Dorothea Heckman—Lincoln 
Lola Hetherington—Linc. 
Jean Heyen—York 

Pauline Hinz—Beatrice 

R. B. Hobson—Lincoln 
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It's Good Insurance 


Although it is generally agreed to 
be a good idea, not many people read 
all the Whereases and Furthermores 


Marguerite Cottingham—Tec. 


1955—Continued 


Margaret Malecha—Beat. 
Hattie Marquardt—York 
Beulah Mason—Beatrice 
Zelma Mason—Hastings 
Ruth McCown—Beatrice 
Gertrude McNeei—Fby. 
Mary Meister—Tecumseh 
Evelyn Menke—Beatrice 
Anna Menninga—Beatrice 
Mrs. Pernal Moore—Beat. 
Phyllis Morgan—Beatrice 
Mildred Mouden—York 
Rose Nelson—Beatrice 
Hazel Nichols—Lincoln 
Shirley Nincehelser—Aub. 
Alma Norman—Beatrice 
Vera Norvell—Tecumseh 
Marcella O’Bryan—Beat. 
Helen Ofe—Plattsmouth 
Inez Olsen—Wahoo 
Charlotte Pace—Hebron 
Edith Parsons—Superior 
Veda Parsons—Superior 
Martha Penner—Beat. 
Kennetha Perry—Lincoln 
Jeanette Persinger—Hast. 
Alice Peters—York 
Faye Pettit—Superior 
Lauretta Piper—York 
Arlene Pluta—Tecumseh 
Barbara Portrey—Beatrice 
Hilda Ramsey—Tecumseh 
Irene R. Rebuck—Auburn 
Shirley Reed—Auburn 
Alice Reents—Beatrice 
Darlene Remmers—Beat. 
Virginia Rezner—Lincoln 
Melba Richards—Lincon 
Mary Ross—Nebr. City. 
Beverly Rotzin—Beatrice 
Kathryn Rust—Superior 
Adeline Sackschewsky—Yk. 
Wilhelmine Sanmann—Y ork 
Dorothy B. Scheele—Beat. 
Dorothy E. Scheele—Beat. 
Minnie Schlitt—Hastings 
Barbara Schnase—Hast. 
Susan Settles—Beatrice 
Alice Sharpnack—Platts. 
Virginia Shields—Syra. 
Cecile Simons—Lincoln 
Veronica Siske—Beatrice 
Madonna Snavely—Sup. 
Ruthann Snyder—Lincoln 
Patricia Sperry—Hast. 
Joan Steinbach—Wahoo 
Gladys Stiers—Geneva 
Irene Swan—David City 
Irene Thies—Beatrice 
Josephine Tieskoetter— 
Superior 


PLEASE CASH THIS 
CHECK PROMPTLY 


Dorothy Trauernicht—Beat. 
Lesley Upham—Lincoln 
Marilyn Vonderhaar—Beat. 
Mary Wailes—Hastings 
Marlene Wait—Lincoln 
Della Wilcox—Lincoin 
Marcella Will—Beatrice 
Gearldeen Wiliams—Sup. 
Wanda Wilton—Superior 
Loretta Wyatt—York 
Leona Yarman—Wahoo 

L. P. Young—Lincoln 

M. Zeilinger—Lincoln 


COMMERCIAL 


Verna Alexander, Lincoln 
Gladys Ball—Ashland 
Betty Beebe—Osceola 
Marcelene Behrends—Aub. 
Dorothy Biggerstaff—Aub. 
Velma Bock—Geneva 

R. N. Brendle—Lincoln 
Joyce Brown—Lincoln 
Anna Caldwell—Hastings 
J. J. Caldwell—tincoln 
Catherine Cassell—Sutton 
Betty Christensen—N. C. 
Nancy Connealy—Lincoln 
Dorothy Darnold—Hast. 
Vivian Dee—David City 
Emma DeJonge—Humboldt 
Charles Dickenman—Beat. 
Laura Douty—Seward 

C. A. Eggerss—Lincoln 
Hotilda Eurich—Friend 
Henrietta Goracke—Tec. 
Dean Hamiiton—Lincoin 
Phyllis Hartley—Lincoln 
Grace Heigl—Plattsmouth 
Ardith Macaluso—Lincoln 
Elva Mares—Lincoln 
Edith Mattson—Stroms. 
Lavina McElroy—Wilber 
Loretta Mcllnay—Crete 
Mae Meduna—Wahoo 
Lois Miller—York 

Donna Nienaber—Beatrice 
Vera Orton—Nebr. City 
Ethel Park—Crete 
Mandane Reid—Fairbury 
Eldeen Riese—Hastings 
Lillian Schafer—tLincoln 


Lucyle Scheidemann—Sutton 


W. M. Sherman—Lincoln 
Karen Soeckmann—Wahoo 
Betty Thomsen—Ashland 
Thelma Tritsch—Platts. 
Velda Wagner—Fairbury 
A. B. Waters—Lincoln 
Phyilis Weakiy—Hastings 
Marguerite Whitaker—Lin. 


Gite Prudential Susurance Company of Awericas 


NORTH CENTRAL HOME OFFICE, MINNEAPOUS, MINN, 


GENERAL ACCOUNT 


Mary Wright—Hebron 
ALL OTHER 
DEPARTMENTS 


. D. Adamson—Tecumseh 
. W. Armagost—David Cy. 
J. Bettenhausen—Lin. 
. J. Boshart—Lincoln 

. R. Bossung—Lincoln 
W. Cane—Lincoln 

V. Clark—Wilber 

. J. Crew—Geneva 

J. Dona!tdson—Lincoln 
L. Dorland—Wahoo 

A. Ernst—Plattsmouth 
eorge Finley—Lincoln 
H. Fischer—Milford 
A. B. Gorman—Lincoln 
R. E. Grant—Lincoln 

|. C. Haith—Humboldt 

J. W. Hartz—Lincoln 
Marietta Hatfield—Lin. 
Grace Hauschild—Lincoln 
G. T. Henderson—Lincoln 
Myrtle Henline—Lincoln 
C. R. Holloway—Lincoln 
R. L. Johnson—Cook 

C. H. Kermoade—Western 
K. L. Lawson—Lincoln 
Rowena Light—Lincoln 
J. H. Mankamyer—Sutton 
Jim Martinez—Lincoln 

FE. M. Massie—Friend 
Geraldine Morrison—Lin. 
Dean Neison—Lincoin 

D. E. Nelson—Lincoln 

S. G. Nelson—York 

E. W. Neujahr—Syracuse 
A. M. Newens—Nebr. City 
Donald R. Nielsen—Linco!n 
C. J. Novak—Ashland 
G. L. Oglesby—Auburn 
Paula Otte—Beatrice 
Janet Pavey—Lincoln 

L. T. Piper—York 

W. D. Quinn—Lincoln 
Walter F. Roberts—Lin. 
L. P. Schlentz—Lincoln 
H. W. Spahnle—Lincoln 
D. R. Swanson—Lincoin 
Patricia Tolhurst—Lincoln 
H. Velte—Lincoln 

Marie Vidlock—Lincoln 

R. E. Wait—Stromsburg 
G. E. Walroth—Lincoln 

E. H. Wellman—Hebron 
R. E. Wohlberg—Lincoln 
Aiise Zalaiskalns—Lin. 

Al Zehrung—Lincoln 


. 


PAMMDBA<CIAAMI 


contained in their insurance policies. 
They are often surprised, if they do, to 
find that their policies encompass a 
greater field of coverage than they 
expected. 


ay vw eae as ar fran TP are x» ‘ s > . ae » . 
PAY SIX THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS # # « % At WR HH HR 3 2 te Hy $6000, 00 


Participants in the Merchandising Program 


Prior to January 1, 1956. 
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The mail must go through—and tele- 
phones must be installed, come hail, 
come snow, or high water. But the trail 
was unbroken even by the mail man 
when Eugene J. Kalkwarf and Robert 
R. Wendell, of Lincoln Plant, waded 
the heavy suburban snow one early 
morning to make their first installation 
of the day. 

Here in our country we welcome the 
snow. It brings needed winter mois- 
ture, cleans the air, beautifies the land- 
Scape and makes the blood run pure. It 
may slow down the locomotion of men 
and trucks but it takes a whale of a lot 
of snow to stop them altogether. 

The morning snow and the new tele- 
phone installation combine into a pic- 
ture which represents a phase in 
LT&T’s prosperity and growth. In 
Eastern Nebraska needed moisture 
means good crops and more telephones. 
It is like money in the bank. 


Jenkins Honored By P.T.A. 


Lloyd C. Jenkins, Lincoln Plant, was 
the recipient of a rare honor from State 
Parent-Teachers Association when he 
was selected in a “This is Your Life” 
type program for the annual life mem- 
bership award on January 10. The pre- 
sentation was made by Stephen Wat- 
kins, superintendent of Lincoln schools, 
who pointed out that Lloyd had worked 
diligently for the safety of children in 
the city, county and state; that he had 
instructed hundreds of them in first 
aid and safety; and that he had been 
associated for thirty years with the Red 
Cross safety program, mostly on a vol- 
unteer basis. 


A Change in Scribes 


When Mabel Bodkin succeeded Row- 
ena Light as secretary in the Eastern 
district office she also inherited the 
position of associate editor which, by 
tradition, descends 
on the holder of 
that title. Miss Bod- 
kin has spent 214 
years as a member 
of the General Plant 
oftice and is well 
acquainted with 
people and things 
about the Eastern 
district. Miss Light 
in turn travels to 
General Traffic, where she succeeds 
Ruth Gekas as secretary to the general 
traffic superintendent and as associate 
editor for the department. It’s nice to 
welcome Mabel and to retain Rowena 
in the editorial family. 


Mabel M. Bodkin 


ANNUAL REPORT 


of Lincoln Telephone Employees’ 
Co-operative Credit Association 


of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, at 
the close of business on December 1, 41955. 


ASSETS 
Cash and Due from Banks cavtuvedeD “4 2ca 9 1.0 
U. S. Bonds—Direct and Guar- 

BHNECO. sith tae th ke 128,000.00 
L. T. & T. Stock ................. 22,053.05 
Loans and Discounts .................... 204,123.70 
Other Assets—Interest Receiv- 

able, Prepaid Expense .............. 2,016.50 
TOTAL ASSET S52 at $398,550.75 

LIABILITIES 
Demand Deposits ae eee ame O° DO Be J 
TT. DEPOSITS....$319,123,37 
Other Liabilities — Interest un- 

2:5 61 2 ee a a ren 7,434.86 
Guarantee Fund .......... 6,770.68 
Undivided Profits .......00000000202 3,026.94 
TOTAL GUARANTY FUND, 

UNDIVIDED PROFITS & 

RESERVES ......... $ 9,797.62 
Members’ Share Accounts .......... 62,195.00 
TOTAL LIABILITIES $398,550.75 


I, R. H. Spohn, president of the above 
named Association, do solemnly swear or af- 
firm that the above statement is true to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. 


R. H. SPOHN 
Correct-—Attest 


L. J. Devoe 
H. W. Cane 
F. M. Strasser 


Supervisory Committee 


STATE OF NEBRASKA 


County of Lancaster, ss: 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
26th day of January, 1956, and I hereby 
certify that I am not an officer of this Asso- 


Clation, 
J. E. BACKSTROM. Notary Public 


My commission expires September 2, 19§9. 
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Paula E. Offe to Succeed 
Huldah Gessner as 
President's Secretary 


Paula Otte 
Moves to Lincoln 


Introductions are in order, for while 
Paula Otte is not new to the organiza- 
tion she is a recent addition to the 
general offices at Lincoln. Miss Otte 
was formerly secretary to the southern 
district manager at Beatrice. Now she 
may be found working beside Huldah 
Gessner in the president's reception of- 
fice. She is diligently absorbing knowl- 
edge in the intricacies of the task of 
President’s secretary; a position which 
Miss Gessner has so capably filled for 
more than 40 years. 

Family obligations, of recent occur- 
rence, have influenced the decision of 
Miss Gessner to retire from her daily 
responsibilities. She hopes to be able 
to do so within the next few months, 
meanwhile reducing her working hours 
to have more time to care for her aged 
mother. The News congratulates Miss 
Otte on her fine promotion and will 
have more to say about Miss Gessner 
and her accomplishments when her re- 
tirement becomes effective. 


Huldah Gessner 
Planning to retire 


#5 


Rowena Light 
Senior Secretary 
General Traffic 


Imogene Stumpff 
Secretary 
General Commercial 


Commercial 
Imogene Stumpff, secretary, Engineering 
to General Commercial. 
Carol Wier, clerk, Nebraska City to 
Lincoln. 
Engineering 
Robert G. Cardwell, draftsman to engineer- 
ing assistant. 
Non-Functional 
Mabel Bodkin, stenographer, General Plant, 
to secretary, Eastern Non-Functional, Lin- 
coln. 
Plant 
Darrell L. Cottingham, routineman (COE) 
to switchman, Lincoln. 
William J. Cotton, Jr., switchman, Lincoln, 


\ 


Robert G. Cardwell 
Engineering Assistant 
Lincoln 


E. D. Smith 
Const. Foreman 
General Plant 


to installer-rrepairman, COE, Supply. 

Dean A. Karstens, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Myron J. Shavlik, splicer’s helper, Con- 
struction, to routineman, COE, Lincoln 
switchroom. 

E. D. Smith, lineman, Construction, to 
construction foreman, General Plant. 

Raymond E. Strauss, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 

D. J. Sullivan, lineman, Construction, to 
garage serviceman, Supply. 

Traffic 

Rowena Light, secretary, Eastern Non- 

Functional, to senior secretary, General 


Traffic. 


Trace That Call 


They do it easily in “Who-Done-Its” 
on TV or in the movies; but calls are 
more difficult to trace in real life, par- 
ticularly with the dial system. A recent 
instance of call-tracing made the head- 
lines of Lincoln newspapers on Janu- 
ary 18. 

A 24-year-old man, apparently suffer- 
ing from a severe attack of flu, had 
gone to his telephone and dialed a 
number of an acquaintance, but before 
receiving an answer had collapsed in a 
faint. When the party, a young lady, 
answered, she heard sounds which indi- 
cated that someone was in distress at 
the other end of the connection. She 
left her receiver off the hook and 
rushed to another telephone; called the 
telephone office and asked the opera- 
tor if the call could be traced. Leston 
Livingston, chief dispatcher, was noti- 
fied and with the aid of Hugo Staley, 
S-office foreman, the identity of the 
calling telephone was made. 

The police were notified, and on 
rushing to the address, found the young 
man lying unconscious beside the tele- 
phone. He was treated at his home by 
a physician. 


Roses and Sfems 


Tom Longdon, area manager at Fair- 
bury, feels that the year’s business is 
officially closed when he receives the 
annual approval of Morris Speir, presi- 
dent of the Fairbury Windmill Com- 
pany. Mr. Speir has long made it a prac- 
tice to comment on the telephone serv’ 
ice of his home town and his letter, 
dated January 13, is highly prized by 
the Fairbury telephone folk. It reads: 


“Once again it is time for us to write our 
annual letter of thanks to you and your em- 
ployees and thank you for another 365 days of 
perfect telephone and repair service. Once again 
we want to say that the girls are doing a fine 
job and so are the boys in the repair depart- 
ment. It seems that it only takes them about 
ten minutes to get down here and remedy any 
troubles we might have with our trunks. We are 
highly pleased and want you to know it.” 


| JOQURNEY’S END | 


Mrs. Alice Evans, mother of Eva Arm- 
strong, Seward Traffic (retired), passed 
away January 25. 

Oscar Holsten, tather of Marlene Holsten, 
Lincoln Commercial, passed away January 
24 at Minden. He was also the father of 
Sheila Schabacker, former employee of the 
business office. 
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J. C. Gear Succumbs fo 
Ancient Affliction 


J. C. Gear, wire chief at Fairbury, 
passed away at his home on January 
26 after waging a heroic battle against 
a dread malady through nearly two- 
score years. The last 
recurrence of the 
cancerous condition 
forced him to seek 
treatment at the Sa- 
vannah, Missouri, 
sanitarium, as he 
had done many, 
many times in past 
years. He returned 
to his home in early 
December and was 
able to appear at work for a few days 
before taking to his bed for the last 
time. His host of friends will find 
comfort in the knowledge that the last 
days were free from pain. 


J. C. Gear 


“Red” Gear was held in universal 
admiration and affection by all who 
followed his tenacious, uncomplaining 
struggle against the encroaching ravages 
of his affliction. In the same manner 
he staged remarkable recoveries from 
injuries resulting from a fall and elec- 
trical shock received while at work. He 
was a telephone man of the old school. 
with experience dating back more than 
45 years. 

Mr. Gear began his career with the 
Diller Telephone Company in Decem- 
ber 1910. He worked at Diller, Harbine 
and Ellis. In 1912 he came to Hebron 
as a lineman and later worked at Hast- 
ings in the same capacity. He came to 
Fairbury as combinationman and switch- 
boardman in 1918 and has resided there 
since. He was named wire chief in 
1934. 

Survivors include his wife, Dora: 
three sons and two daughters. Mr. Gear 
was a member of the Methodist Church, 
the Odd Fellows, and a charter member 
of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chap- 
ter. Acting as pallbearers at the services 
on January 29 were the men with whom 
he worked at Fairbury Plant: Floyd 
Nave, Jack Ruble, D. V. Gollehon, 
Gerald Caley, Earl Schemmerhorn and 
CH. Kermoade, of Western. Honor- 
ary pallbearers included K. L. Lawson, 
T. E. Longdon, M. C. Walker, C. Burge, 
C. B. Meshier and G. P. Barney. 


A group at the annual meeting of Co-Operative Credit Association: Clockwise about the table: 


R. H. Spohn, president; W. Kent. Eno, vice president; C. B. Meshier, treasurer; E. J. Flowerday; Axel 
Berglund; Norris Hammond; Russell R. Rauch; Jack Caldwell; A. S. Keckler; Walter F. Roberts; Elvin O. 


Wait; R. B. Hobson, secretary. 


Co-op in Banner Year 


Each succeeding year is the biggest 
year for The Lincoln Telephone Em- 
ployees Co-operative Credit Association 
as more and more employees make use 
of its services. These facts were at- 
tested by a summary of the year 1955, 
as reported at the annual meeting of 
members held at Lincoln, January 21. 

During the year 441 loans totaling 
$221,296.40 were made to employee 
members. This represented an increase 
of 14 loans and $5,998.13 over the pre- 
vious year’s business. Total assets now 
stand at $398,550.75; total deposits at 
$319,123.27; and members’ share ac- 
counts at $62,195.00. 

Only one change was effected in the 
annual election which was held at the 
January 21 meeting. Jack J. Caldwell 
was named to the board of directors 
to succeed J. L. Lyne. Directors re- 
elected and those with unexpired terms 


include: E. J. Flowerday, R. H. Gray, 


W. K. Eno, P. H. Henson, R. B. Hob- 
son, A. W. Holcomb, A. S. Keckler, 
W. J. McDowell, C. B. Meshier, Ster- 
ling Nelson, A. M. Newens, R. R. 
Rauch, H. W. Spahnle and R. H. 
Spohn. Re-elected to the supervisory 
committee were: H. W. Cane, I. J. 
Devoe, and F. M. Strasser. The credit 
committee of W. F. Roberts, B. J. 
Sievers and A. B. Waters were also 
re-elected. 

The new board of directors met Jan- 
uary 27 to elect officers for the present 
year and returned all incumbents to 
their third term of office. R. H. Spohn 
remains as president; W. Kent Eno, 
vice president; C. B. Meshier, treasurer; 
and R. B. Hobson, secretary, 

The Co-op office at 14th and M, 
Room 213, handles much of its busi- 
ness with employee members by mail, 
though it is open to serve them per- 
sonally from 8 to 5, Monday through 
Friday and from 8 to 12 noon, Satur- 
day. 


Instrument Change at Beatrice 


Dial telephones began to appear in 
Beatrice homes the week of January 
16, but the dial itself has been rendered 
inoperative. It will be many months be- 
fore it will be more than a decoration 
and a promise of things to come. 


Seven installation trucks are assigned 
to the project of changing the sub- 
scribers’ instruments. It is expected that 
from 300 to 500 orders a month will be 
completed. The crews are working by 
blocks and attempting to complete their 
work in one section of the city at a 
time. About 6,000 telephones are to be 
replaced. 


No definite date has yet been set 


for the conversion but it is expected 
that additional crews must be brought 
in from other points of the district to 
help with the project as the conver- 
sion time approaches. 

A fine opportunity to further their 
Merchandising record is offered the 
installers, as they will ultimately gain 
access into every home and _ business 
establishment in Beatrice. The crew 
have divided themselves into two 
groups and a friendly rivalry between 
the teams has already paid off (by the 
end of January) by the addition of 
$305.40 in gross annual revenue. This 
includes the sale of a 2-B PBX, several 
extension phones, 61 Koil Kords and 
other items. 
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Gentleman of Leisure 
Man and boy, 


George W. Hansen 
has been watching 
over Our outside 
plant for as long as 
most memories can 
stretch. He dates 
back to the days 
when the construc- 
tion rig was a wag- 
on box with a reel 
of wire mounted 
above the endgate. On wintry days 
the crew huddled among the pike poles 
and long-handled shovels in the open 
wagon bed as they set out on long, 
jolty journeys to the seat of operations. 


. Bes 


George W. Hansen 


Mr. Hansen retired from active duties 
February 1. His service record totals 
nearly 42 years, but it was in 1910, 46 
years ago, that he went to work for 
the Nebraska Bell at his home town 
of Wymore. Later he did line work 
for an Independent company before he 
arrived at Lincoln in July 1913 to be- 
gin his career with LT&T. After a 
few years as groundman and lineman, 
George was named wire chief at Val- 
paraiso, then operated by a connecting 
company. This company was purchased 
by LT&T a year or so later and he was 
once again a full-fledged employee. He 
was a gang foreman during the “twen- 
ties and with the coming of depression 
times worked for the engineering de- 
partment as enumerator; as solicitor for 
the commercial department; and as dis- 
trict salesman at Plattsmouth. He re- 
turned to the construction department 
in 1937 and wound out his active ca- 
reer as construction foreman. 

This covers briefly the span of more 
than 40 years’ service performed with 
skill and care; for George bore his 
profession with pride and adapted his 
own development to the changing times 
and methods. He has always taken a 
prominent part in employee activities, 
particularly in baseball, for he was one 
of the regulars in the days when the 
company was fielding some of its great- 
est teams. He is a charter member of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter, and was 
a member of the first executive com- 
mittee of that organization. 

Mr. Hansen has no other thought 
than to continue his residence in Lin- 
coln and to remain in close contact 


with the affairs and employees of 


LT&T. 


————— 


Judgment Releases Patents 


The outstanding current event affect- 
ing the telephone industry is the Gov- 
ernment’s recent announcement of set- 
tlement of its antitrust suit against the 
AT&T and Western Electric Company. 
The settlement opens Bell patents to any 
U. S. company. The consent judgment 
winds up the charges filed against the 
two companies in 1949. Under its 
terms AT&T and Western Electric will 
set up a “patent bank” of some 8,600 
patents. These are subject to compul- 
sory license to all U. S. firms who want 
to use them “‘with no limit” as to the 
time or use to which they may be put. 
Attorney General Brownell expressed 
the belief that this would lead to further 
expansion of the electronics art, as the 
judgment “makes available to any 
citizen all inventions and know-how of 
the Bell System.” 

Both firms are banned from acting 
as distributors for equipment made by 
others and from making any contract 
with any Independent telephone com- 
pany requiring it to buy equipment 
from Western Electric or AT&T. 

The Justice Department's original 
complaint asked that AT&T be di- 
vorced of its interest in Western Elec- 
tric; that Western Electric dispose of 
its 50% interest in Bell Laboratories to 
AT&T; and that Western Electric be 
dissolved. The settlement, however, 
leaves Western Electric as the manufac- 
turing arm of the Bell System, but re- 
stricts the firm to that field. 


Floyd Nave Is Fairbury W. C. 


Floyd D. Nave 
has been appointed 
wire chief at Fair- 
bury, succeeding to 
the position oc- 
cupied for so many 
years by the late 


Nave is no stranger 
to the people of 
Jefferson County, 
and his appoint- 
ment should prove to be a popular one. 

Floyd first appeared on the telephone 
scene at Fairbury in January 1928. He 
was a combinationman at Tecumsceh be- 
tween 1931 and 1934 and was in Lin- 
coln as a shopman and combinationman 
from 1935 to 1941. He returned to 
Fairbury in June 1941. 


Floyd D. Nave 


TEMBA Continue 


Alex M. Geist 
Vice President 


L. W. Cleveland 
President 


A brand new set of officers will lead 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during 1956. There 
was nothing wrong whatever with the 
former officers. Everyone agreed they 
had done a magnificient job and all was 
in order; but these are the times of 
Change, and even officers of such a 
worthy organization grow weary of 
their jobs. 


Telephone people and their kin are 
a hardy lot. This observation was 
established anew at the annual meeting 
of TEMBA held at Lincoln on January 
28. Once again the Association re- 
ported a banner year, with its mem- 
bership soaring above the thousand 
mark for the first time, there being 
1,038 on the rolls December 15, an 
increase of 41 for the year. Its financial 
capabilities have also reached an all- 
time high. 


It was reported that premiums for 
the year totalled $35,904, while benefits 
paid to members were $29,959, leaving 
an operating surplus approaching $6,0C0 
for 1955. In view of this, it was de- 
cided that further extension of bene- 
fits could be attempted. The members 
therefore voted to provide the follow- 
ing additional benefits effective Feb- 
ruary 1, 1956: 1.) Maximum payments 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Ben- 
efit Association during January 1956: 


Primary members: G. E. Miller, Lincoln 
Plant, $22.50; Marian Barnes, Ashland Traffic, 
$308.00; Bohumil Docekal, David City Plant, 
$21.50; Aletha Bennett, Hastings Traffic, $6.00; 
Richard Sorensen, Lincoln Construction, 
$629.50; Mabel Volpp, Lincoln Traffic, $22.50; 
Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln Plant, $6.00; Kennetha 
Perry, Lincoln Traffic, $10.00; Christiane Till- 
man, Ashland Traffic, $68.75; E. T. Dougherty, 
Lincoln Service, $438.50; H. F. Kempf, Hast- 
ings Plant, $393.40; A. S. Keckler, Lincoln 
Pensioner, $10.00; J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings 
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s To Grow and Serve 


Walter F. Roberts 
Treasurer 


Tyler Ryan 
Secretary 


for hospital rooms from $12 to $14 per 
day. 2.) Extend period of hospital 
room coverage during one calendar year 
from 31 to 40 days. 3.) Increase maxi- 
mum allowance for operating room 
from $22.50 to $30. 4.) Increase X-ray 
payment from $22.50 to $25. 5.) In- 
crease allowance for oxygen from $22.50 
to $30. 6.) Increase the reserve fund 
from $15,000 to $20,000 to further 
strengthen the Association. 

At the annual meeting the following 
were elected as directors for three-year 
terms: Walter F. Roberts, Gay T. Hen- 
derson, Florence Tatman, A. Marie 
Pearson and Howard W. Spahnle. Mr. 
Henderson and Mrs. Tatman are new 
to the board. The others were re- 
elected. Other board members whose 
terms continue through 1956 are: Alex 
M. Geist, Phil Garvey, George P. Bar- 
ney, Tyler Ryan, Rolly Winders, Lloyd 
Cleveland, Elvin O. Wait, Byron Patti- 
son, Robert T. Ross and Ivan Paddack. 

Subsequently the new board of di- 
rectors met to select officers for the 
ensuing term and the following were 
duly elected and installed: Lloyd W. 
Cleveland, president; Alex M. Geist, 
vice president; Tyler Ryan, secretary; 
Walter F. Roberts, treasurer; Imogene 
Stumpff, assistant secretary; Rowena 
Light, assistant treasurer, 


Commercial, $7.50; Lucy Kuhiman, Hastings 
Traffic, $367.10; F. L. Teft, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$219.95: Ted Ray, Non-functional, Beatrice, 
$20.00; R. E. White, Lincoln Construction, 
$45.50; Belle C. Howery, Lincoln Service, 
$147.95. 


Dependents: Mrs. E. O. Wait, Lincoln, 
$266.80; Mrs. G. A. Foster, Lincoln, $327.05; 
Mrs. Curtis B. Sieck, Lincoln, $97.95; Mrs. R. 
A. Carlson, Lincoln, $156.40; Kenneth Dill, 
David City, $10.00; Mrs. Arthur Balderson, 
Lincoln, $101.90; Roger Fisher, Beatrice, 
$67.75; James Cardwell, Lincoln, $400.80; Mrs. 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln, $586.60; Dwayne Nel- 
son, Lincoln, $12.50; Dennis Nelson, Lincoln, 
$7.50; Mrs. R. N. Brendle, Lincoln, $35.00; 
Mrs. E. L. Dorland, Wahoo, $20.00; James 
Chambers, York, $60.25; Mrs. B. L. Ford, 
Beatrice, $156.45. 


Oakel Butler W. F. Combs 
Auburn Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


42 YEARS J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 

36 YEARS B.D. Kline, Superior; W. R. Min- 
ich, Geneva; Dorcas Slater, Fairbury. 

33 YEARS B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda 
Lake, Superior; Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS R. A. Guthrie, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS Addalene Christian, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS R. N. Brendle, Clara Jones, K. L. 
Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lincoln. 
28 YEARS R. S. Culver, Mary Emerson, Lin- 
coln; Bohumil Docekal, David City. 

27 YEARS K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; Rose 
Janda, Plattsmouth. 

26 YEARS R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. 
Moorhead, Clay Center. 

25 YEAR$ Oake!l Butler, Auburn; W. F. 
Combs, Lincoln. ° 

16 YEARS Helen DeBord, Fairbury; Lilly 
Malecek, Doris Sutton, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS George Placek, Nebraska City; 
Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 


14 YEARS W. R. Huddleston, Lincoln. 
13 YEARS F. J. Barnett, A. G. Behm, Marie 


Hall, Magdalen Heser, T. H. Roller, Lin- 
coln; A. F. Smetak, David City. 


12 YEARS J. D. Green, Wilma Wergin, Lin- 
coln. 

11 YEARS Rethal Falk, D. H. Young, Beat- 
rice; Evelyn Soukup, R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln. 
10 YEARS —. A. Hlina, E. D. Smith, Lincoln. 


George Placek Opal Thimgan 


. Lincoln 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 15 Years 


9 YEARS R. F. Bauer, Lincoln; Ruth Diek- 
mann, Beatrice. 

8 YEARS Mary Watkins, Nebraska City. 

7 YEARS A. L. Dougherty, E. A. Drake, R. 
W. Tejcka, Lincoln; M. E. Johnson, Auburn; 
Ann Konen, Hastings; Norma Scheideler, 
Wymore; J. C. Smith, Tecumseh. 

6 VEARS K. C. Rutherford, Lincoln; Carl 
Wagner, Hastings. 

5 YEARS Francis Asper, A. J. Higgins, 
Sylvia Hoaglin, J. M. Isley, Marilyn Osborn, 
Louise Roth, Lincoln; Dorothy Everett, Ne- 
braska City; D. A. Hester, Tecumseh; Bev- 
erly Rotzin, Beatrice; Winifred Sanburg, 
York. 


E. D. Smith 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Phyllis Beers, Syracuse Traffic, became the 
bride of Harlan Ehmke December 15 at the 
Syracuse Methodist Church. 

Don Haith, Humboldt, and Patricia Ann 
Whiddon were married at the Methodist 
Church in Humboldt December 27. Don 
was home on leave from the Navy. 

Marilyn Sargent, David City Traffic, and 
Daniel Kobza were married January 9 in 
St. Mary’s Church at David City. 

Donna Charlton, York Traffic, and Don 
Westwood were married January 14 at the 
Christian Church in York. 

June Vanarsdall, Auburn Traffic, became 
the bride of Charles Grovenburg on Janu’ 
ary 15. 

Wilma Voges and Richard Brabec were 
united in marriage January 17 at the Catholic 
Church in Wahoo. Wilma is a member of 
the Wahoo traffic department. 

Dean Kissinger, Construction, and Beverly 
Wagner of Tecumseh were married Janu- 
ary 29. 
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A son, Michael David, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Flowers on January 3. Rob- 
ert is employed in the custodian’s depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Sexton announce 
the birth of a son, Arnold Keith, January 12. 
“Gil” is a member of the engineering de- 
partment. 

Gregory Richard Grant made his appear- 
ance at the R. E. Grant home January 13, 
making a twosome of boys for Dick, a mem- 
ber of the telephone repair shop force. 


Lets Meet Our New Employees 


Name Position 
ACCOUNTING 
Barbara K. Shirey Machine Samui 
Wayne C. Stahley Clerk 
COMMERCIAL 
Esther M. Ellis (P.T.). Clerk. 
Mary E. Ernst... Clerk 2253 
Lola M. Langner Clerk-Typist 
ENGINEERING 
Eula Swartz Secretary 
PLANT 


Paul R. Baldwin (Re-emp.) Janitor 
Louise Budt (P. T.) Janitress. 
Walter L. Clymer Groundman (Cst.) 
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Exchange Emp. Name Position Exchange Emp. 
Judith A. Munson (P.T.). Stenographer........... -Lineoln .. edi 1-16 
ts 12-19 Roger L. Weber (Re-emp.).Groundman (Exch.)... Tecumseh siwesckenee 

12-27 

TRAFFIC 

Sandra S. Coon i gaxttniahest MOET A UOR cis Beatrice . 3 
Weeping Water 12-15 Mildred A. Cox (Re-emp.)....Operator...... Wymore 1-16 
Plattsmouth |... 1-11 Carolyn J. Garver Operator Auburn 1-23 
Seward .... oe 1- 9 Nan J. Gerdes (Re-emp.)....Operator................... Nebraska City 1-23 
Shirley A. Gerdes -Operator....... eo Auburn 1- 6 
-_ Mary J. Kreifels OPSPAlO? cc cidnideenscnccn NeRTASKa- City....19-12 
Dorothy A. Lillie ie OV ALOT 32>. Ngatsneticeesae MAU CBTILOULTS 1- 9 
Betty J. Phillips................... ....-Operator.......... utiintces ..Nebraska City... 1-10 
ican eT, Mary L. Rains eA IPOTA SON 5. cecciscscnssseteni ..Nebraska City. 12-12 
Syracuse _...... 1-16 Mary A. Reimer .Operator........................... Beatrice sauce 
LinCOlN ....i..--... 1°16 Virginia M. Yindrick Operator.......... ........... Wahoo 1- 9 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Our area column missed last month’s 
News, so we’ll report the Christmas dinner 
held for all departments at the Legion Club 
December 14. After the 7 o’clock dinner, 
dancing and card playing formed the enter- 
tainment. . . . The presence of candy in the 
traffic department was quite evident, as 
thirty pounds were received during the holi- 
days. . . . The old flu bug took its toll dur- 
ing December and January, but all are back 
on duty at present... . Recent visitors at 
our office were Irene Combs, H. W. Spahnle 
and J. W. Cruickshank. 


Nebraska City Area 
Norma Jean Dettmer, Correspondent 


The Syracuse office is all spruced up with 
a new interior paint job. The traffic depart- 
ment also has new drapes to go along with 
the paint job. . . . Chester Byard took his 
last week of vacation and spent it working 
around home... . Elmer Neujahr also took 
his last week of vacation during the holidays. 
He loafed around home and enjoyed a visit 
from his daughter, Pat, who was home from 
nurses’ training. . . . The traffic department 
had their Christmas party in the office 
lounge room. Following the dinner, gifts 
were exchanged. . The commercial and 
plant departments had a Christmas dinner at 
the Elmer Neujahr home, with employees 
and families attending. After the dinner, 
home movies were the highlight of the eve- 
ning. ... Another PBX board has been 
added to our exchange. The board is located 
in the new REA office next to the telephone 
office, and is another added improvement to 
our town. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Theima Tritsch, Correspondent 


Welcome to Dorothy Lillie to the traffic 
department. Dorothy formerly worked for 
the telephone company at Salina, Kansas. 

. Mrs. Ernst has been helping in the 
commercial office during the absence of 
Thelma Tritsch, who has been staying with 
her husband at the hospital in Nebraska 
City... . . A new member has been added to 
the Ben Anderson family. His daughter 
Barbara was married on December 26. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Laura Douty is progressing satisfactorily 
after her operation, and we hope to see her 
back at work soon. . .. We welcome Lola 
Langner, a new employee in Commercial. 
Incidentally, she is a proud new grand- 
mother. . . . Eleanor Schutz spent her week- 
end-off in Elmwood visiting her folks. 
Recent visitors in the Seward office were 
Don Nelson, L. W. Cleveland and L. P. 
Young. 


Wahoo Area 
Leona Yarmon and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Vacations are starting early this year. 
First on the list is Dorothy Jelinek. She is 


spending her time at home doing wallpaper- 
ing. ... Virginia Yindrick is the new em- 
ployee of the month. . . . Coffee and birth- 
day cake were the highlight of an afternoon 
at the Wahoo office. The guests of honor 
were Rose Marie Meduna and Mildred 
Lanik. 


Southern District 


Auburn Area 


Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


Oakel Butler helped to celebrate two wed- 
ding anniversaries: her parents’ 55th, and 
her aunt and uncle’s 66th. Roberta 
Bohl, a former operator, is now working for 
the telephone company in Plattsburg, New 
York, where her husband is stationed... . 
Joan Stevens and JoAnn Coatney entertained 
their boy friends at bowling one evening 
due to losing a bet, they said, but we are 
inclined to believe that Leap Year had 
something to do with it. . . . Myron Birds- 
ley is sporting a new two-tone Chevrolet 
these days. . . . Oakel Butler accompanied 
several former operators to Humboldt to at- 


at Auburn. 


Beatrice Area 
Dorothy Trauernicht, Correspondent 


Since the holiday rush is over, things are 
rather quiet. . . . Susan Settles visited her 
home at Burchard recently. She enjoyed 
visiting her sister who returned from France 
before Christmas. . . . Alma Norman spent 
a weekend in Omaha with her daughter and 
family. She also received news from Colo- 
rado of a new grandson. . Two former 
operators are now proud mothers, Dorothy 
Foster with a new daughter, and Claudine 
Schlake with a son... . The new toll stu- 
dents are Shirley Bucher and Henrietta 
Menninga. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIInay, Correspondent 


We’re off to a rather slow start as far as 
abundance of news is concerned. Lucille 
Petracek, Traffic, enjoyed a winter vacation 
at home. . . . Don Norton, switchboardman, 
and his wife weekended in Arcadia with Mrs. 
Norton’s parents. . . . Helen Cudly, service 
assistant, is wearing a beautiful diamond 
ring—third finger, left hand. 


NO BETTER WORDS TO DESCRIBE "BROTHERHOOD" 
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BROTHERHOOD WEEK 
February 19-26 
Sponsored by the National Conference of Christians and Jews 
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Front row: Irene James, Carolyn Fisbeck, Marilyn McDermet, Loretta 
Vollstedt, Norma Knocke, Arleen Holloway, Mathilda Alpers. 


Kneeling: Juanita Waring, Shirley Brown, Norma Cuthbert, Jo Ann 


Sabin, Emilie Bleich. 


Fairbury Area 
Betty A. Vaughn, Correspondent 


The January ice seems to agree with 
everyone here—they sure like to sit on it 
anyway. Three or four of the girls have 
fallen easy enough so as to be funny, except 
for one—according to M. T. Jackson, Traf- 
fic, large bruises are not so funny... . Dor- 
cas Slater’s daughter and family were home 
for Christmas. She also had a Denver guest. 
. .. Beryl Leslie visited her sister in Denver 
over the holidays. . .. Velda Wagner has 
been on the sick list for about a month. We 
of Commercial would like to thank the Traf- 
fic girls for their help during her absence. 

. . Durwood Gollehon was in Omaha, hav- 
ing taken his mother-in-law there for medical 
treatments. The Gerald Caley family 
traveled to Kansas City for Christmas. 


Pawnee City Area 
Avis Collar, Correspondent 


Snowy weather brings colds and tree trim- 
ming. ... This correspondent has the sniffles 
but will try to jot down some news between 
sneezes. . . . Clipping the tree branches and 
burning brush piles seems to keep Carl, 
Willie and Raymond busy these days. Won- 
der if we’re missing out on any wiener roasts. 

The Athletic Club members, George 
and Willie, are sporting new red jackets and 
hats—real sharp! ... Our Directory Sales 
visitor, Al Zehrung, thought George Eggles- 
ton was trying to hold him in the Company 
car, but it turned out to be the new safety 
belt recently installed. By now Al probably 
knows it has to be unfastened before alight- 
ing. . . . Don Haith, son of our Humboldt 
manager, serving in the US Navy, has ar- 
rived in Atsugi, Japan... . Ivan Haith and 
Emma Lee DeJonge have received their 
G.O.C. wings... . This is the straight goods 
on Raymond Bruning and his two-tone over- 
alls. Seems Raymond thought he would 
wash a pair of overalls while his wife was at 
work and everything went fine except for 
one small detail. He filled the washer with 
water, put in the overalls, added soap, 
THEN poured in Purex! 


sit S ee tees 


Femmes 


Carolyn Fisbeck. 


de Fairbury Sit for Portrait 


Front row: Velda Wagner, Irene James, Betty Vaughn, Marilyn McDermet, 


Kneeling: Edna Schoenrock, Vera Sweetser, Mary Jackson, Joyce Robinson. 


Back row: Annabelle Stocker, Viola Hutchinson, Jeanne Lytton, Juanita 
S Back row: Velda Wagner, Betty Vaughn, Martha Vculek, La Vella Waring, Arleen Holloway, Ricka Schenk, Dorcas Slater, Mandane Reid, 
chwartz, Nera Milius, Jean Bales, Lois McCord, Bertha Pingel, Beryl Leslie. Helen De Bord. 


Tecumseh Area 
Henrietta Goracke and Norma Lee Hahn, 
Correspondents 


Marge Cottingham entertained several 
friends at a pinochle party. Refreshments 
were served. A good time was had by all. 
While on the subject, Norma Lee Hahn also 
attended a pinochle party. Says she never 
played the game before but still she got 
high score. Beginner’s luck for Norma Lee? 
... several of the girls spent a Friday in 
Lincoln last month. They were Marge Cot- 
tingham, Vernabelle Mommens, and Ferne 
Wilger. Don’t know if they went visiting, 
shopping, or just joy riding... . . Norma Lee 
Hahn thought she’d do her good deed for the 
day by helping move the Jefferys to Council 
Bluffs. Heard they almost lost a davenport 
at Syracuse. After the work, they all en- 
joyed a thick, juicy steak. Jim Smith also 
lent a hand and helped them load the furni- 
ture into the truck... . Hilda Ramsey had 
a birthday this month. So to celebrate the 
occasion, Hilda, Cecil Morehead, Clara Cos- 
tello, Norma Lee Hahn, Vernabelle Mom- 
mens, Ines Meister, and a couple of friends 
went to Rulo and enjoyed a fish dinner. Isn’t 
there someone else having a birthday real 
soon so the girls will have an excuse for 
going again? 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 

Maxine Stolzenburg is wearing a beautiful 
diamond she received for Christmas. 
Our thanks to Viola Wall for keeping notes 
on the affairs of the traffic department, and 
we hope to have more news items in the 
future. ... Myra Metcalf, traveling in- 
structor, was a recent guest of the depart- 
ment. 


Hastings Area 
Carol Henry, Correspondent 


If you notice a certain gleam in the eyes 
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of Deyona Bower and Gwen Albers, it could 
be the reflection of the sparklers on the third 
finger, left hand. The girls received their 
rings during the Holidays. . . . Leona Zhe 
and family were holiday guests of her sister, 
Marie Pearson, our chief operator. Mrs. Zhe, 
a former LT&T operator, now resides in 
Maine, New York. . . . Lucy Kuhlman and 
Phyllis McCallum have both been confined 
to the hospital but are now recuperating at 
home. We are hoping they will soon be able 
to return to work. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 


Mary Wright and husband took a two 
weeks’ vacation trip to Florida. En route 
they visited her sister in Columbus, Ohio. 
_. .H. G. Taedter, Plant, has returned to 


work following a recent illness... . Darlene 
Doering, operator at Davenport, recently re- 
signed because of ill health. . .. Elaine 


Ficken, student operator at Davenport, 
started her training during the Holidays. 
Superior Area 
Ann Hanson, Correspondent 

Our “flying” chief operator, Artis Bowen, 
visited her smali niece and new nephew in 
Denver, making the trip by plane, car and 
train. While there she also attended the 


National Livestock Show. . . . Donna Snave- 
ly and husband spent the weekend in Has- 
tings visiting relatives... . Josephine Ties- 


koetter and family visited at Columbus and 
Crystal Langer went visiting in Lexington. 
. . . Newcomers to the “TVSC” (Television 
Sitittress Club) are the Frank F. Kubats and 
W. B. Imlers. Walking around in a 
“touch-me-not state” is Ann Hanson after 
her recent trip to Los Angeles, where she 
enjoyed the music of the Lawrence Welk 
orchestra and dancing with one of his solo- 
ists, Rocky Rockwell. 
Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 

Visitors in the Sutton office during Janu- 
ary were Don Nelson, traveling auditor, and 
R. E. Wait, area manager at Stromsburg. 


. .. Phil Eckles, manager at Edgar, won 
second place in the annual Christmas light- 
ing competition sponsored by the Edgar 
Chamber of Commerce. . . . Bob Hunzeker 
took a week’s vacation during the Christmas 


holidays. 
York Area 
June Moore, Correspondent 


News items are scarce around the York 
office this month, but we have managed to 
find a few bits of news which might be of 
interest. Della Bredenkamp spent several 
days painting her new home. She plans to 
move into it sometime this month... . We 
are sorry to report that several of our em- 
ployees are leaving us. Lois Miller, our 
cashier, is planning to be married and she 
will depart February 3 with our best wishes. 
Duane Grove, Plant, is transferring to the 
supply department in Lincoln, and Kenny 
Hultquist, combinationman, has resigned to 
accept a position with the York State Bank. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


January with its cold, snow and icicles has 
kept travel of any kind to a minimum in our 
department. Seems everyone prefers to 
stay close to the home fires... . The girls 
of Clara Jones’ department gathered at the 
home of Margota Lucs as guests of Irene 
Beights and Margota. The occasion was a 
personal shower for Paula Ann Hawkinson. 
Paula became the bride of Gene Hottovy of 
Dwight on February 11. Among her attend- 
ants was Bernetta Ohnoutka, who served as 
a bridesmaid... . A June wedding is being 
planned by Darlene Carlson. She received 
her lovely diamond at Christmas time and is 
a very happy gal and full of big plans... . 
If the bills are a bit confused this month, 
please try to be patient. Our two recent 
brides, who are billers, Kay Smith and Bon- 
nie Barr, are awaiting the return of their 
husbands who have been on overseas duty 
in England with the 98th Bomb Wing. It 
didn’t add to their happiness any to find 
that the maintenance men will be the last 
to leave England for home. Both boys are 
assigned to maintenance. Meantime Kay 
is keeping busy moving into a new apart- 
ment. ... Gerrie Morrison very proudly 
announced the acquisition of two new 
nephews. ‘That in itself is not so unusual, 
until she followed up by saying one was 
brand new and one was 25 years old. Seems 
a niece of Gerrie’s was a recent bride which 
accounted for a 25-year-old nephew. 
Anyone notice that patch on Irene Beights’ 
eyebrow? Irene and Mickey Ward sallied 
forth one noon bent on spending some 
money. Since it was cold they decided to 
go through the Car Park building. Un- 
fortunately there was some melted snow 
and ice on the floor and our gal did a very 
graceful? swan dive. She was really a gory 
sight and was rushed to her doctor who 
“patched’ her nob with vinegar and brown 
paper.” Mickey emphatically denies she 
tripped or pushed her, so guess all credit 
must go to lrene.. . . When the ash trays on 
your car fill up, just get a new one. This is 


the Russell family motto. Not too long ago 
Darlene Russell and her husband broke out 
in a new car. Seems they weren’t too happy 
with it, so now they are driving a 1956 Mer- 
cury Station Wagon. We wish plenty of 
happy miles and lots of good fishing trips 
when and if good old summer arrives again. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Dolores Davis, Associate Editor 


The first two months of a new year al- 
ways seem to be the busiest months of the 
year. Everyone has been so busy they 
haven’t taken time out to do anything news- 
worthy. . . . Maybe it was because George 
Mann was so rushed, but after being in this 
department for one year, Estella Foght 
finally knocked George off his high pedestal. 
She discovered a mistake rarely made by 
George. . . . Lucky Pat Tindall received a 
cashmere sweater from her husband who is 
in England on TDY. She’s anxiously await- 
ing his homecoming. . Marlene Becker 
and her hubby drove to Denver for a week- 
end in their newly purchased ’53 Chevrolet. 
. .. Yours truly took a nice weekend trip 
to visit her husband at Camp Chaffee, 
Arkansas. A never-to-be-forgotten experi- 
ence was driving through a mountain range 
in a very thick fog... . Since Diane Feld- 
stein has started taking an art course in the 
evening, she’s getting used to hearing the 
continual question, “What is it?” From ex- 
perience she’s learning to reply, “It’s a 
painting.” (Oh, well—you learn something 
new every day.) Three of the girls 
from our department bowled in the City 
Tournament. However, Barbara Catron, 
Rosie Fahleson and Eunice Sintek aren’t 
saying much about it. What happened? 
... Mr. Devoe reports that the annual 
audit of the company finished in record 
time this year. In charge of the group from 
the auditing firm of Peat, Marwick, Mit- 
chell & Company was Don Reger, who has 
served in this capacity for the past several 
years. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Schafer, Associate Editor 


In the spotlight this last month was a 
baby shower for Thelma Mahlman held at 
Virginia Anderson’s home with Virginia, 
Joyce Brown, Marlene Holsten, Jo Varga 
and Norma Coufal as co-hostesses. She re- 
ceived many beautiful gifts which she can 
put to good use later. ... The “Exam 
Widows” held their party at Marlene 
Snyder’s while their husbands slaved over 
their books. Attending were Marla Kutz, 
Mary Walker, Marlene Snyder, Carol Wier, 
Jody Hartley and Marg Whitaker. ... Mary 
Ellen Hansen told on herself the day she 
cleaned off her desk at 4:00 and wondered 
why everyone else was still working as she 
was ready to go home. No one saw her do 
it but she told yours truly and it was too 


good to keep... . . We are glad to see Millie 
Carey back at her desk after her illness. 
Hope you have it licked this time. . . . The 
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the group from Crete Area, gathered for fhe 
Holiday Feast with 28 employees and family 
members present. The picture was taken by 
Floyd McGuire, husband of Lydia, of Crete Traffic. 


City Bowling Tournament got under way 
January 26 and our department was well 
represented by Norma Coufal, Jody Hartley, 
Mary Pohlenz, Esther Baker and Jean 
Baker. . . . Woods Avenue has been declared 
the slipperiest street in town and if you 
have any doubts ask Ron Ahl. Ron had the 
misfortune to have an accident there and 
has a smashed-in trunk on his car to prove 
it... . Yours truly has been the lucky gal 
to have three bridal showers at which I have 
received many beautiful gifts. The nicest 
part is that I will be able to use them in 
about six weeks. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Not much news to report at this time. 
Several of our folks have been absent due 
to colds and the flu... . . We did have three 
very welcome visitors drop in to see us dur- 
ing the past month. They were Art Keckler, 
J. A. McKinzie and Roy Cleveland. We 
were sorry to hear that Roy did not go to 
Florida as planned; after reaching Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, he became ill and had to 
return to Lincoln, but we are very glad to 
report that he is now feeling okay. 

Custodian’s Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 

Several of our employees have been on the 
sick list. Cloyd Delett has been confined to 
his home since January 11 with a respiratory 
infection. Ronald Cotton underwent 
minor surgery at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital 
January 9, and at this writing he is much 
better. ... Sam Parks entered Veterans 
Hospital for observation January 10. 
Ervin Pfeifer was in to see us the week of 
January 9 and told us that they plan to send 
him to Germany in the near future. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Cliff Artz, our cable foreman, has just re- 
turned from a very interesting trip to Eliza- 
beth, New Jersey, where he spent a week 
touring the General Cable factory. Accord- 
ing to Cliff, it was a very enjoyable and 
educational experience for him. The making 
of a large telephone cable is no small job 
and Cliff saw the whole operation from the 
start of a pair of wires to the finished 
product—all reeled, lagged and ready for 


shipment. Cliff left Lincoln on January 22, 
some three hours late according to his 
schedule, because the weatherman refused 
to smile on the airlines that day, but by 
making different connections in Chicago, he 
arrived at Newark, New Jersey, about an 
hour ahead of schedule. He stayed at the 
Governor Clinton in New York City and it 
was one fast ride from the airport to the 
city via the turnpike and tubes, according 
to Cliff. He spent from 8:00 to 5:00 each 
day touring General Cable factories but this 
still left him time to see the sights of New 
York City which, to quote, “is quite a place.” 
Cliff flew home January 27 and again the 
weather wasn’t the best and he thought for a 
while that he was going to end up in Den- 
ver, but they finally sat down in Omaha 
and he bussed on to Lincoln. All in all, 
it sounds like he had a wonderful time. . . . 
On February 3 a farewell party was held in 
honor of George Hansen and Art Keckler. 
George retired on February 1 and we all 
hated to bid him goodbye but we expect 
him to come in and see us often... . We 
understand the Dean Kissingers honey- 
mooned in Kansas City the latter part of 
January. The new Human Relations 
Course, which began February 2, found 
Foremen Hibbert and Simpson among those 
present. Lorin Lyons and family re- 
cently moved from Beatrice to Lincoln 
where Lorin will work out of Lincoln head- 
quarters now. 


@ @ 
Engineering 
VY. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Did someone mention Swanson? 

A fourplex in downtown Lincoln. A home 
—plus income—and insurance for his old 
age. (He hadn’t guessed how soon that would 
be.) 14 rooms and two baths in the base- 
ment. Walls 18 inches thick and a tre- 
mendous furnace! Don Swanson snapped it 
up. The first day after he moved in, it 
began to snap back. ‘“Who’s that coming 
out of the basement?” exclaimed the sur- 

5 EE = prised Mrs. Swanson, 
gazing through the 
window at an old fel- 
low with a_ prewar 
haircut. “Maybe one 
of the movers got lost 
down there,” suggested 
Don, already awed by 
what he owned. “Who 
are you?” he demand- 
ed, after opening the 
Bea) ta door and fixing the old 
This is Swanson man with an amazed 
stare. “I’m the janitor, I live here,” re- 
torted the patriarch. ‘“‘I never would have 
found him,’ Swanson stated with relief, “if 
he hadn’t come up for air.” Later, thumbs 
in vest and rocking slightly on his heels with 
a propertied air, Don hummed “This Old 
House” as he gazed speculatively at his 
domain. His attention was attracted by a 
huge semi-trailer maneuvering away from 
the brewery dock across the alley. The pic- 
ture of a huge bottle on the van was en- 
ticing. “I'll have to make those folks’ 


acquaintance,” he reflected, “and my, how 
they can handle those big jobs.” Just then 
the back wheels dropped off the alley curb 
sending the behemoth slamming into Don’s 
prime investment. ‘The thick walls shud- 
dered; plaster shifted down and long cracks 
appeared in Swanson’s old age insurance. 
Don’s thumbs unhooked, his jaw dropped. 
Thrusting his head out where the glass had 
been, he shouted, “You stupid oaf!” WRe- 
member he was on the second floor. The 
longed-for acquaintance had begun. Swan- 
son spent the summer replacing bricks and 
fending off trucks. He began putting down 
license numbers and dates as each new driv- 
er discovered the effects of that sunken curb. 
Some trucks took a whole page in his black 
book. “I never knew beer came from so 
many places,” sighed Don, after several 
months of this. He was by now bowlegged 
from hod carrying and wiping the dust off 
license plates. He finally turned in despera- 
tion to the Law. When the fall came he had 
the satisfied air of a man who had fought a 
good fight and won. Money was due from 
four states. “And now,” he thought, patting 
his huge furnace, “I can rest up for the 
winter and keep warm.” He had admired 
the many generous-sized pipes festooning 
the basement but he exploded with the first 
bill. The previous owner had title to all the 
houses in the block and this was the only 
furnace. You can bet Swanson soon put a 
stop to that. Disconnecting anything long 
and round that didn’t seem to go anyplace 
in particular, Don ended up with a small 
carload of extra-sized pipes in assorted 
lengths; and with a deep suspicion of any 
pipe larger than a lead pencil. 


_ The men of Weeping Water Plant, left to 
right: W. K. Eltiste, Don G. Rutledge, managér, 
Lloyd H. Lane. John Reed was the photographer. 
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The ladies of Room 114, Lincoln 
Plant, which includes the service 
operators, cable and wire chief's 
section, were entertained at the 
home of Thelma Wisen on January 
26. Back row: Belle Howery, Rose 
Carlile, Phyllis Gates, Marilyn Os- 
born, Ruth Ahrensmeier, Dorothy 
Schirmer, Magdalen Heser. Front 
row: Margaret Kupke, Joanie Car- 
lile, Cleo Kohlhof, Darlene Griffin, 
Thelma Wisen. The picture was 
taken by Louise Roth ...a very 
good photographer. 


Lincoln Traffic 


To Evelyn Soukup goes the distinction of 
being the only January vacationer, and she 
didn’t go far, just to Milford and David City. 

. . Theresa Peters took a leave of absence 
and journeyed to Denver to welcome a new 
grandchild... . Last month we missed men- 
tioning the diamond ring Joan Erdmann re- 
ceived. Sorry to have missed Joan... . So far 
as news goes there isn’t much. A few funny 
things did happen though. . . . When Shir- 
ley Snyder was walking to work she sud- 
dently noticed her shoe was gone and there 
it was, about four steps behind her! Were 
her feet numb from the cold, or wasn’t she 
aware of her shoes? . . . One of the verify- 
ing operators, after looking up about six 
girls’ names, had a subscriber confidentially 
tell her he had gotten the names from a 
Lonely Heart Club. “You know,” he said, 
“T kinda like to talk to them before I write 
so I can find out if they are the right age 
and weight.” Now there is a particular man! 

_ . Fran Biallas had a red face one night 
when she ordered cabs for everyone—before 
she checked to see who wanted a cab! 
Have you ever wondered what some girls 
carry in those large handbags? Well, Doro- 
thy Peterson claims she carries her lunch in 
hers, doesn’t want to be bothered with a 
paper sack! . . . And Ella Hansen, she needs 
a larger handbag! ‘Way last summer she 
spent the whole sum of a couple of dollars 
on a new purse, stuffed it full and when it 
came apart at the seams, took it back and 
was given a new one. Well, that one went 
to pieces too so she threw it away. After 
all, how many handbags can you buy for 
two dollars? . . . The cold weather and icy 
streets have been quite a bother to the gal 
drivers. Winona Kirwin managed to get 
stuck twice in one day! . .. June Hudson 
got involved with another parked car, one 
of those situations where when you try to 
back out, your car goes sideways on the ice 
instead of backwards! Now she’s wondering 


The folks of Sutton Area at their onnual 
together in late December. 


get- 
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how to get the green paint off of her car! 
. . . And your associate editor: One night 
when she backed out into the street and 
shifted into low, the car didn’t move for- 
ward an inch—emergency brake frozen! 
The only way to unfreeze it is to back up 
until something gives! A car pulled up 
behind and she waved for them to pull 
around. But they sat there. Around the 
corner came a police car and stopped. At 
that instant the car behind her started to 
pull up to give her a push. She jumped 
out to tell them all she wanted to do was 
back up—and guess what—the car behind 
her was another police car! She stammered 
an explanation but felt they were all con- 
vinced she was stealing the car! Anyway, 
the police car would back up a bit and she 
would back up and so on down the block! 
Finally her nerves would stand no more so 
she took off with about three wheels 
dragging! 


General Commercial 
Ruth Kadavy, Associate Editor 


After much maneuvering and undercover 
work, the General Commercial girls, with a 
little help from Joan Moorberg and Rowena 
Light, managed to surprise Dorothy Bader 
at a farewell party. Dorothy, who as a 
rule is almost impossible to fool, didn’t sus- 
pect a thing, and a good time was had by 
all. Chris Ford supplied the game for the 
evening which was called “31” or some- 
thing like that, and Ruth Kadavy came into 
the big money by winning the jackpot (90¢). 
Jewelry and an “autograph hound” were 
presented to Dorothy. Dorothy, incidentally, 
is now a resident of Hermosa Beach, Cali- 
fornia, and from letters received from her, 
seems to like it very much. The only dis- 
appointing part of our party was that Pat 
Tolhurst, who was responsible for much of 
the planning, was ill and couldn’t attend. 
She has recovered now, though, and is her 
old chipper self again. More news 
about Pat—she is a very happy girl these 
days because of the beautiful new diamond 
she is wearing. Jack Hardesty is the lucky 
man and the date will be in early June... . 
Imogene Stumpff has tranferred to our 
office from the engineering department and 
we are all glad to have her with us. 
Marlene Kuhl is very proud nowadays as 
she has a new nephew, Duane Norman. 


General Traffic 


Rowena Light, Associate Editor 


Obviously January isn’t a choice vacation 
season with the General Traffic employees 
this year, which cancels the opportunity of 
beginning our column with vacation “Who’s 
and Where's”... . February 2 marked the 
19th birthday of Joyann Krieger, steno in 
our department. A sister, Mrs. Loran 
Powell, honored Joyann with a dinner enter- 
taining relatives and a special friend. 
Recent snows have provided a fine under- 
ground for sleigh riding. We are betting 
that R. B. Hobson is at the top of Jr.’s list 
of Favorite Fathers, especially when it comes 
to a sleighing companion. 


The ladies of York gather for their portrait. 


so 


Lois Miller, Loretta 


Wyatt, Marie Lavelle, Audrey Strickler. Second Row: Lauretta Piover, Connie Stream, Doris Harbour, 


Bessie Schultz, Della Bredenkamp, Alice Bjerrum, 


Edna Pflughaupt, Marguerite lenn, Hattie Mar- 


quardt, Ada Shiopv, La Donna Richert, Velma Garlock. Third row: Anna Ratcliff, Janice Lemmon, 
Shirley Lusk, Donna Charlton, Bonnie Kaeding, Jean Heyen, Doris Van Ostrand, Nadine Rains, June 


Moore, Alice Lind, Kathleen Sughrue, Dea Hays. 


Fourth row: Genevieve Graff, Winnie Sanburg, 


Margaret Underwood, De Lores Peterson, Minnie Sanmann, Margaret Sundburg, Carol Cramer, Virginia 


Jensen, Alice Peters, Mary Heser, Mildred Weiser. 


Supply 
Florence Tetman, Associate Editor 


It seems quite late to talk about holiday 
trips, but since it’s such a long, long time 
until the next holiday, why not? Bill Hartz 
and family visited his family and friends 
in Santa Monica, California, late in Decem- 
ber. Although he found serious illness in 
his immediate family, he did manage to visit 
in Old Mexico, San Diego, Los Angeles, and 
Disneyland. He had such an urge (financial, 
that is!) to get back home that he didn’t 
stay over for the New Year’s Day festivities. 
. . . Carol Montgomery, the genuine Texan 
in our office group, visited her family in 
Dallas. Ray Sherman wound up the 
1955 year by vacationing in California, 
staying over until after the first of this year 
to see the Pasadena Rose Parade and the 
football game. He also visited Disneyland, 
went swimming for a couple of days at Palm 
Springs, and fished at the Knott’s Berry 
Farm. ... Sanford Nelson, on military 
leave, writes that he is now well away from 
the shores of the U.S.A., and sent a new 
address to make sure he didn’t miss any 
copies of the NEWS... . We’re happy to 
welcome Duane Grove into our midst as the 
latest addition to our office force. Duane 
transferred in from York Plant. He’s been 
working at the invoice desk and is amazed 
at the totals for each day’s business. 
Motor vehicle unit #283, a 1956 GMC line 
construction truck, with the latest design in 
winch equipment and fold-over type der- 
rick, has been checked out of the motor 
vehicle section and released to Bob White’s 
construction crew. ‘The chassis and cab 
unit was delivered in September, 1954. It 
was sent to a St. Louis body factory for 
fabrication of the special utility body de- 
signed by the factory’s engineers. It’s inter- 
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esting to note the weeks and weeks of skilled 
labor and painstaking supervision required 
to put a single unit into service, to say 
nothing of the total expense involved. 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


Wm. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 


The Club members met in the regular 
place January 19, and the order of business 
transacted. Motion pictures were shown 
and refreshments served and everyone there 
had a good visit with those around them. 
... D. C. Wilson has moved into his new 
home at 1223 Van Dorn. Florence 
McKie has been entertaining a sister from 
Mason City, Iowa. . The H. J. Soder- 
holms have been busy showing the town 
to his brother from Lake City, Colorado. 

Sorry to report that Bertha Sharp’s 
husband has been hospitalized by a fall from 
a ladder... . E. S. Fisher’s recent back in- 
jury still has him confined to his home... . 
Mary Carroll and her sister, Rose Halligan, 
left January 12 for Los Angeles where they 
will spend the balance of the winter with 
their brother and family. Roy Cleve- 
land, who was reported on his way to 
Florida, was forced to turn back at Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, because of illness. It’s good 
to know that he is feeling chipper again at 
this writing. . Roy J. Rogers, reporting 
on his activities, says he still has his furni- 
ture upholstering, refinishing and _ repair 
shop in his back yard and Mrs. Rogers does 
slip covering, so they keep busy. They 
take a trip whenever they can. Roy would 
like to hear what others are doing to keep 
from “rusting out.” 
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NUMBER 
PLEASE 


Shirley Gerdes, new operator at Auburn, has been prac- 
ticing rising inflection in her "Number Please" so 
much that one morning in coming to work she met a 
friend who said, "Good morning," and Shirley replied, 
"Rumber Please?" with just the right inflection. 


A very insulted young 
lady is Shirley Hess, 
Construction; still 
fuming as she ponders 
about the polite teen- 
age girl on the bus 
who got up to offer 
her seat to Shirley. 


Raymond Johnson was brushing out 
the Cook office the other day 
and got locked in a closet with 
no doorknob on the inside. Ramey 
removed the hinges and the plate 
and tried to pry open a stuck 
window, but all in vain. He was 
there for an hour before being 
rescued by a citizen who happen- 
ed into the office. 


At a safety meeting in Tecumseh, 
Irby Halverstadt was selected to 
demonstrate the proper method of 
lifting a heavy object. Knowing it 
would be a strain, he _ removed his 
uppers and lowers and put them into 
his hip pocket. As he bent over to 
grab the box, they bit him - hard! 
Worst of all, he broke out a couple 
of teeth. 


Ronny Cotton, Lincoln Build- 
ing, had an operation, the 
after-effects of which left 
him temporarily unable to 
sit down. A bad moment came 
while on his way to work by 
bus. There were only two 
other people in the vehicle 
but Ronny stood all the way 
despite invitations from 
both riders and the driver 


| COULDNT 
HEAR A SOUND! 


I'M BEGINNING TO 


HREE HOUSES THINK THIS ISN'T 
Te eee, rae? a to "For the Love of Mike, 
ONE OF THEM'S BRCK TO SIT DOWN!" 


GOT To BE THE BEATRICE 
TELEPHONE 


OFFICE 


Floyd Nave, Fairbury, was 
trying to test acord at 
Mary Jackson's position. He 
had on a headset but forgot 
to plug into the position. 
Floyd was very discouraged 
when Mary couldn't hear him 
Over the circuit while mak- 
ing the test. 


Nohel 


Life's worst week for Edna 
Pflughaupt, chief operator 
at York, began when her 
car skidded into a sewer 
opening and while pushing 
it out, Edna slipped, cut- 
ting her foot and bruising 
herself badly. She fell 
again a few days later and 
sprained her hand. 


You'd never believe it, but the old 
settlers A. 0. Andrews and Dan Smith 
visited one of the Southem District's 
smallest towns a_ few days ago - and 
couldn't find the telephone office. 


Haste makes waste - and 
ALL RIGHT- GET A MOVE also bruises the nose, as 
ON, LETS TRAVEL ! Mandane Reid discovered 

Staelin te as she was speeding back 
to work with Betty Vaughn 
right behind her. Ina 
final burst of speed, 
Miss Reid outran her feet 
and fell up a, full flight 
of stairs at the office 
entrance. 
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Skipper Clyde tiiveel iio us- ; 
ually acts with deliberation DO THEY LIVE 

ON A FARM 

OR IN THE F 
COUNTRY ? Ate 


and caution, was guilty of 
an impulsive act the other 
day when he volunteered to 


| . 
|| Most men like to see little noses 
i pressed against the window pane when 


WV they come home from work at night, drive Chas. Connors and Lee 
} but Max Walker is a bit discouraged ne - in their car - to 
if at the enthusiastic welcome he gets ne ale epee natg rics Beatrice. 
from his Weimaranier. The other ome ae a ed into a big car ; 
‘ne the dog thrust his head bearing Wyoming plates, took A question pose by Faye 
See eet the pane as he barked his place at the wheel and Pettit, Superior Traffic, 
clear t g 


began shouting for all to as she was taking a turn 


his welcome. get aboard. at the Information Board. 
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Annual Report to LT&T Employees 


rhitt 


This special report to employees concerning the state of health of 
LT&T follows an old annual custom. During the course of the year the 
stethoscope is applied frequently to various segments of the business; 
analyses are made; trial balances are struck and estimates are checked 
to see that all is going well. It was apparent all through 1955 that things 
were running smoothly. But it was not until the year’s end when all the 
records were available and accounts cleared that it could be said, “1955 


was our BEST YEAR!” 


This does not mean that employees received extra bonuses, that 
stockholders got rich, that subscribers enjoyed reduced rates or that the 
company salted away a fat profit; although the year did bring substantial 
wage increases to employees, common stockholders did receive a fifty- 
cent added dividend per share in one quarterly payment, subscribers did 
get improved service at no added cost, and the company plowed more 
than the usual amount of retained earnings back into the business to 
make it more stable and secure. 1955 was our best year because all who 
shared in its-modest prosperity likewise shared in its rewards. 


WAGES AND JOBS 


At the year-end LT&T had a total of 1,506 employees: 644 men 
and 862 women, representing a gain of ten employees for the year. An 
interesting trend is in evidence in that the number of male employees 
increased by 38 during 1955, while that of female employees decreased 
by 28. 

It was a busy year, requiring greater concentration of manpower 
in various departments and localities to attend the surge of business. 
It is interesting to note that promotions were made almost exclusively 
from among the ranks of present employees. Of the 156 promotions 
during 1955, 34 of them elevated the recipient to management or super- 
visory positions. Fourteen promotions were made within the management 
bracket. 

Collective bergaining between the company and union resolved into 
pay increases which tend to retain LT&T wages in advantageous rela- 
tionshio to those paid for similar skills in communities where our people 
live. The corapany subscribes to the premise that good wages, job security, 
opportunity for advancement, good working conditions, job training, pension 
and benefit plans - all are important in attracting and retaining em- 
ployees with character, ability and experience. 

Tota! wages paid employees during 1955 amounted to $5,078,129, 
averaging nearly $134 more for each employee than in 1954. 

There were 166 on service pension rolls at the year’s end. Total pay- 
ments to this group amounted to $161,021. The amount set aside for 
pension accruals was $472,520.64 and total additions, including invest- 
ment gain from the pension fund, amounted to $613,785.24. 
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Keeping pace with telephone progress through job training classes. 


SERVICE 


As cities and communities expand and subscriber lists grow, more 
equipment and distribution facilities must be added to keep pace with 
the requests for service. During 1955 LT&T kept well abreast of most 
of these growth requirements. We furnished more service to more people 
than ever before. And it was better service. We also attempted to look 
into the future by conducting development surveys at Lincoln and Hastings 
on the basis of expected growth during a ten-year period. These surveys 
will provide a yardstick with which to measure and adjust plant require- 
ments in the company’s two major exchanges. 


At Lincoln’s ‘'4'° and ‘6’. exchanges 1,500 lines were added dur- 
ing 1955 and 1,200 more lines are being installed to serve an additional 
3,750 customers in these fast growing areas. 


Looking to future growth, we purchased real estate for new build- 
ings at Beatrice, Lincoln and Wahoo. Lincoln’s future building site is 
near 84 & O streets. This plot originally will be used for a long distance 
repeater station. Later a new central office may be required at this lo- 
cation if the city continues its eastward growth. 


Ground was broken for the new Beatrice building last August. The 
new exchange will incorporate provision for dialing long distance calls 
by Beatrice customers to about V4 million telephones in this area. These 
calls will be automatically timed and recorded. 

LT&T customers last year made 636,000 local calls in an average 
day. Long distance calls averaged 12,350 daily; up eight per cent over 
1954 and 56% above the war era of ten years ago. Operators now dial 50% 
of long distance calls directly to distant telephones, almost as fast as 
dialing a local call. 


GROWTH 


The year’s business returned a surprising gain of 5,592 telephones in 
service, one-fifth of the number being residence extensions. The gain was 
general throughout the territory, with 92 of our exchanges showing telephone 
growth during the year and only 27 indicating a loss. 


To realize the gain, however, it was necessary to establish a modern 
record in both installations and removals, the inward figure being 32,030 and 
the outward 26,438. Total company telephones at the year end were 123,385, 
of which 74% were dial. 


Some of the credit for our fine gain in stations must be attributed to the 
Merchandising program, instituted at mid-year. There is little doubt that 
the goal of improved service through sales has met with unqualified success, 
with employees generally alert to opportunities for increased revenue through 
added facilities. 


Total plant in service at the end of the year reached a new high of 
$33,005,409, representing an increase over 1954 of $1,775,257. Average 
plant in service per telephone rose from $262.48 in 1954 to $266.03 in 1955. 
This figure seems fated to continue its upward climb year by year in view 
of present-day costs of material and human energy. 


While we added nearly three million dollars in new and improved facili- 
ties during 1955, plans for the current year are even more ambitious, with 
the gross construction budget set at over $5 million. The Beatrice dial con- 
version will require $650,000 in 1956. 


The company sold 7,128 shares of common stock at $37 per share in 
1955 to help build and improve service facilities. 


See a a 


Lincoln exchange extends service into once open country to the east. 


Employees’ families meet one another at the company picnic in August. 


PERSONNEL 


Ranking highest of all company assets is the employee who stands to 
make the telephone business a life’s career. LT&T could neither conduct 
its business nor continue giving service without the knowledge and skill of 
the trained men and women on its payroll. That the company may hold its 
present personnel and continue to attract promising material for its employee 
ranks of the future, it follows the policy of providing not only adequate 
wages and future security, but a large number of additional benefits and 
protection as well. 


Some of these benefits become more extensive as the employee’s service 
record increases. This particularly applies to pension rights, death bene- 
fits and time allotments for sickness and accident payments and vacation 
periods. 


Recreational facilities are provided for most employees and all are 
entitled to participate in company sponsored parties, picnics and special 
events. Paid holidays, overtime and wage differentials are covered in the 
Working Agreement. 


The average LT&T male employee is 40 years of age and has been in 
the telephone business 14.4 years. The average female employee is age 
32.6 and has a service record of 7.5 years. By these very figures the em- 
ployees pay the company a high compliment. There are few industries that 
can match the caliber of telephone employees generally, or equal their 
average length of service. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


In our business all payroll and employment comes from customers and 
the only worthwhile job security is customer security. If there were no 
customers there could be no payroll and no jobs. 


Customer security is achieved by providing the services and doing the 
things that win and hold public approval. 


That is why we emphasize courtesy and cooperation in all our dealings 
with subscribers; why we advertise our company and its wares; why we like 
to see our employees take an active part in the civic, social, fraternal and 
religious life of their communities. 


Courtesy and friendliness are traditional among telephone people. Our 
customers find this is so when they order a telephone, put in a call, when 
the installer or troubleman comes, and on other business contacts with 
employees. Our various exchanges have ‘’grown up” in the communities they 
serve. Advertising media—newspapers, television and radio—are used con- 
sistently to keep the public aware of the company and its services. All these 
play their part in giving us today a high standard of customer good will 
and approval. 

From the first day of employment every employee of LT&T assumes the 
responsibility of maintaining good public relations in contacts with others; 
for, to reverse an old adage: ’’A company is judged by the people it keeps.’ 
We know we have made many friends through the years because of the 
high level of character and quality among our employees. 


Customers are urged to visit exchanges to learn more of our services. 
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—— TOOLS 


S In a broad application, all the assets of the company can be identified 
a | as tools of production, service or exchange. 


oe Obviously the belts, climbers, wrenches and reels of the lineman are 

on tools. So are the slide rules and pencils of the engineers, the headset 
and the plug and switchboard of the operator; so are the buildings that 
house our offices and equipment and the land under the buildings. 


Tools are the things used by man to multiply human energy and produce 
other things, such as goods and services. 


And for every employee on the payroll there is an investment of nearly 
$22,000 in tools with which to produce but one commodity—good telephone 
service! 


The cost of tools wearing out, known as obsolescence. depreciation, etc. 
is one of the major expenses of doing business. In 1955 this cost amounted 
to $1,137,630. 


The cost of depreciation is figured in this manner: If an item of plant 
were installed in 1935 at a cost of $100 and its normal life span was ascer- 
tained to be 20 years, we would charge to expenses an amount of $5 per 
year, with the assumption that, when the item was worn out, it could be 


Modern tools and methods make work lighter and service better. 


replaced with an identical item of plant, already paid for by the depreciation 
charges. The trouble is that the new item probably costs three times the 
amount of the original; and the increased cost must be paid for through 
the sale of stocks and bonds of the company. Thus our total plant value 
continues to rise and the cost of providing telephone service to our customers 
likewise increases. 


EARNINGS AND EXPENSES 


Consistent with the company’s growth and progress during 1955, both 
earnings and expenses soared to new record figures. Happily, the difference 
between the totals was greater than usual and LT&T was able to record the 
best year in its history. 


Operating revenues, composed of income from local and toll service plus 
miscellaneous items, totaled $10,328,948 in 1955, compared with $9,658,423 
for the previous year. It was the first time our operating revenues had 
exceeded the $10 million mark. 


Operating expenses for maintenance, traffic, commercial, pension fund 
contributions, general and miscellaneous expenses came to $6,856,103, which 
was $222,279 more than the former year. Total operating taxes were 
$1,879,970 compared with $1,573,050 for 1954. Interest and other deduc- 
tions amounted to $439,475. 

Our net income, before declaration of dividends, amounted to $1,169,496, 
representing an increase of $141,524 over that of 1954. 


In 1954 the excise tax on telephone service was reduced to 10%, but 
even with this reduction LT&T customers last year paid $903,536 in Federal 
excise taxes for the essential service of the telephone. Altogether, including 
excises, our tax bill in 1955 amounted to $23.16 for every telephone in 
service. 


Messrs. Sievers and Spohn, Accounting, search out figures for the year. 


Money flows in and out of our coffers every hour of the year. What’ 
left December 31 is called Net Income. 


SUMMARY 


As a result of improved earnings it was possible to finance part of 
the company’s expansion program and growth out of retained earnings. 
Additional financing was secured by offering common stockholders the right 
to purchase 7,128 shares of common stock at $37 per share on the basis of 
one share for each 27 shares of common stock held. The offered shares 
were all subscribed. 


Regular quarterly dividends were maintained at the rate of $5.00 per 
share of preferred stock. Regular dividends on common stock were increased 
from $1.50 to $2.00 per share and an extra dividend of 50 cents per 
share was declared for the fourth quarter. This was one of those rare 
instances when the owners of LT&T were able to realize an added return 
from one of its prosperous years. 


There is every need for our stock and bonds to remain in the list of 
attractive investments for we are already embarked on one of our most 
extensive programs of construction and conversions. It will be an expensive, 
though necessary, undertaking. An accelerated and continuing flow of new 
money from investors will be needed in 1956. The present status of LT&T 
securities should make it easier to obtain. 


Edwin J. Faulkner 


Thomas H. Wake 


Morton Steinhart 


LT&T Has Three New Directors 


Three new members were elected 
to the company’s Board of Directors at 
the annual stockholders’ meeting. The 
Board’s membership of 14 was reduced 
last June through the death of G. E. 
Codington, of Auburn. The action of 


the stockholders thus increases the 
numerical strength of the body to 16. 


The new Board members are: E. J. 
Faulkner, president of the Woodmen 
Accident and Life Company at Lincoln; 
Morton Steinhart, president of the Otoe 
Food Products Company, Nebraska 
City; and T. H. Wake, president of the 
Jones National Bank, Seward. 

Mr. Faulkner was born and raised in 
Lincoln, attended its public schools and 
graduated from University of Nebras- 
ka with a Bachelor of Arts degree cum 
laude in 1932. He received his Master 
of Business Administration degree, cum 
laude from University of Pennsylvania 
in 1934. Among a great number of 
civic and industrial activities he has 
served as president of the Lincoln Com- 


munity Chest, president of the Lin- 
coln Better Business Bureau, director of 
the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, 
and commander of Lincoln Post No. 3, 
American Legion. He is the grand- 
son of Dr. A. O, Faulkner who served 
as director for LT &T from 1904 to 
1911 and as treasurer in 1904-1905. 


Mr. Steinhart is a native of Ne- 
braska City and the son of pioneer 
parents, J. W. and Elizabeth Morton 
Steinhart. He is a graduate of Uni- 
versity of Nebraska College of Law. 
As a member of the Nebraska National 
Guard he served in World War I with 
the rank of lieutenant. He is past- 
president of the Iowa-Nebraska Can- 
ners Association and former director of 
the National Canners Association and 
Nebraska City Chamber of Commerce. 
Currently he is a director of the Otoe 
County National Bank and the Midwest 
Research Institute. He has long been 
active in the Nebraska Manufacturers 
Association and the Missouri River 
navigation program. 


Mr. Wake was born at Seward, at- 
tended grade and high school there, 
and the University of Nebraska at Lin- 
coln. In addition to his position as pre- 
sident of the Jones National Bank, Mr. 
Wake is serving as director of the First 
National Bank at Lincoln; director of 
the Woodmen Accident and Life Com- 
pany, Lincoln; and trustee of the Me- 
morial Hospital, Seward. He is the 
owner of Circle A Ranch at Taylor, 
Nebraska and of several farms in 
Seward County. 

LT&T is to be complimented in 
obtaining men of such experience and 
accomplishment for its directorate fam- 
ily. Its other members, re-elected, are: 
Thomas C. Woods, Merle M. Hale, 
H. W. Potter, Frank H. Woods, Jr., 
Mark W. Woods, Charles T. Stuart, 
William I. Aitken, George J. Woods, 
Philip M. Aitken, John H. Agee, 
W. W. Putney, L. E. Hurtz and Henry 
C. Woods. 


Congrats to Charles Crew 
The Geneva Golf Club assembled for 


its annual meeting February 20, and 
part of the business of the evening was 
the election of officers for the ensu- 
ing year. The job of president de- 
scended with a dull thud on the broad 
shoulders of Charles Crew, area man- 
ager at Geneva. President Crew has 
been busily appointing committees and 
making plans for the improvement of 
the course and sand greens. 


Bowling Fefe Set For April 8 


The date for LT&T’s company-wide 
men’s bowling tournament has been 
established for Sunday, April 8. The 
competition will be followed by the 
annual bowler’s dinner. Further details 


will be announced by the personnel de- 
partment as the date draws nigh, but 
all men keglers are urged to keep April 
8 open if they wish to frolic and com- 
pete in the events of the day. 


Clark Heads Wilber Retary 


Vyrl V. Clark, manager at Wilber, 
was elected president of the local Ro- 
tary Club at the annual meeting of 
February 20. He had served the past 
fiscal year as secretary of the club. 

In addition to his new duties, Mr. 
Clark is currently vice president of 
the Wilber Chamber of Commerce and 
a committee member in the Boy Scout 
organization. 
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The Lincoln dial installation as it appeared June 15, 1904, when its 1,800 original 
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telephones officially were cut into service. The exchange was operated for the next four 
months by the Bills Brothers whose contract called for the installation of 3,000 telephones 
but LT&T released them from this obligation on October 24, 1904 when 2,450 telephones 
were in actual operation. The wall telephone mounted at the end of the switch bay in the 
picture has a cast iron dial but the subscribers’ telephones were equipped with white cellu- 


loid dial cards. 


it 
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Early in the history of the Automatic telephone it was 
found that its greatest weakness centered in the push button 
system for sending impulses. To avoid the possibility of 
error in counting and to cut down on the operations in- 
volved, steps were taken to mechanize this operation by 
substituting a dial for the push buttons. The first dials to 
be used in a public exchange were installed in Albion, New 
York, in 1896. Though large and cumbersome in contrast 
to our present dials, this was a marked improvement over the 
former system. 

Certainly there can be very few of these first dial tele 
phones in existence today. We know of but two—one in 
possession of the Automatic Electric Company at Chicago; 
the other in the historical collection of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer Chapter at Lincoln. The donor of the latter instru- 
went was Ray C. Baldwin, of Lincoln switchroom. He came 
upon the telephone while a member of the general shop in 
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THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THIS STORY 
APPEARED IN THE FEBRUARY ISSUE. 


1915. The mystery of how it came to Nebraska is still un- 
solved, but Mr. Baldwin purchased the relic for fifty cents 
and had it in his possession until 1946 when he presented it 
to the Chapter’s museum. It was thought at that time that 
it was from the installation at Augusta, Georgia, where 
this type instrument was in some use some eight years before 
the LT&T brought the Strowger system to Lincoln. 


Group Selector Switches and Trunking 


Up to this time the aim of Strowger development had 
been to design a switch which would be capable of reaching 
all lines in the exchange. It soon became evident that rs 
switches would be too complex and costly, even if they could 
be made practical. Strowger engineers eventually hit upon 
the idea of using group-choosing switches known as selec 
tors, which made possible a system composed of ranks of 
switches. These were first used at Augusta, Georgia in 
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1897. This development not only paved the way for a 
flexible trunking scheme, but also gave birth to the principle 
of “small unit” design, which has been largely responsible 
for the widespread use of the Strowger system. 

Flexible trunking divided the lines in each telephone 
exchange into decimal groups and sub-groups, so that the 
desired telephone was reached simply by extending the 
connection step-by-step to successively smaller groups, and 
finally to the called telephone itself. 

Experimental work was carried on unceasingly, just as 
today, and other improvements came rapidly. Soon auto- 
matic busy signals became a standard feature, and push 
button ringing replaced the hand cranked magneto. 


Dial Comes fo Lincoln 


In the spring of 1904 Strowger equipment was installed 
for the Independent company at Lincoln, representing the 
first appearance of the dial system in Nebraska, All sub- 
scriber lines were for one-party service. The desk telephone 
especially was an imposing instrument; nickel plated, with the 
large dial mounted at midriff. It was known as the “pot- 
belly” telephone. By that time the dial had been refined. 
It, too, was nickel plated, and bore a celluloid dial card. 

The decision to install the Strowger automatic system in 
Lincoln was reached before solicitation was begun for fi- 
nancing the company. The original list of bondholders were 
aware that they were investing in a single-party Automatic 
system as opposed to the then existing Lincoln Bell ex- 
change which offered a multi-party manual-type service. The 
recommendation for Strowger equipment apparently was 
made by Messrs. Jones and Winters, Chicago telephone 
consultants, who were advisers to the Bills Brothers, pro- 
moters and contractors for the building of the Lincoln dial 
exchange. 


Common Battery Development 


The next development was common battery transmission, 
Up until 1904 Strowger engineers had based their develop- 
ments on the then prevailing practice of using dry batteries 
at each telephone to supply talking current, though current 
for ringing and operation of the switches came from a com- 
mon source at the central office. 

By this time, however, it came to be recognized that the 
Most economical method of supply talking current lay in 
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face was black enameled cast iron, with ridges for purchase in rotating by 
the finger. One of these dials is a prized possession of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer Chapter historical collection. 


a common battery supply. Strowger engineers went to work, 
and the first installation embodying this change was made 
at South Bend, Indiana, in 1905. LT&T did not make the 
change until some years later, meanwhile keeping two young 
men busy replacing the dry cells in telephones from which 
“poor talk”” complaints were received. 


Two-Wire Dial Originated 


Strowger engineers next began to introduce new service 
features such as automatic intermittent ringing; automatic 
busy tone; instantaneous ring cut-off when a person picked 
up his receiver; and reverting ringing tone which permitted a 
calling party to hear the ringing of the telephone at the 
other end of the line when he made a call. 

These developments were followed by the two-wire dial. 
Early Strowger switchboards were known as three-wire 
systems because the impulses from the dial which controlled 
the switches traveled each side of the line and a common 
ground return. Automatic dials used in the system were 
therefore large and complex. 

The introduction of the two-wire operation in 1910 not 
only resulted in simplification of the switches but also per- 
mitted a redesign of the dial into a more compact form, which 
remains as the basis of that used on practically all present- 
day automatic systems regardless of type. 


The CAX and PABX 


The unattended community automatic exchange (CAX) 
which proved to be the solution to the economic problems 
of small exchanges had its origin in 1916 when a small 
Strowger exchange was installed at Fifield, Wisconsin. 

One of the earliest private automatic branch exchanges 


(PABX) was installed at Sears Roebuck & Company at Chi- 


cago as early as 190). 


The Bell System Adopts Aufomatic Switching 


Following the national “Treaty of Peace” in the telephone 
industry which brought an end to the era of fierce competi- 
tion between the Bell and Independent sectors of the industry, 
the Automatic Electric Company found itself in hard straits. 
Elimination of duplicate plant had clogged the market with 
good used equipment and its former customers, the Independ- 
ents, were intent on meeting their new and heavy obliga- 
tions. Sales were fewer and fewer. 

Theodore Gary and Company, which had long been active 
in the operation of Independent properties together with 
Frank H. Woods, acting as an individual, acquired control 
of Automatic Electric. 

The Bell System had been watching the development of 
Strowger equipment with growing interest, and Frank H. 
Woods made two journeys to the Bell headquarters; one 
in the role of a salesman, the other as a corporation lawyer. 
The one resulted in the largest sale of manufactured equip- 
ment ever made in the industry and the wheels of Auto- 
matic Electric began to hum again to supply the multi 
million dollar order for apparatus to Western Electric Com- 
pany for use in the Bell System. 

As a lawyer, Mr. Woods negotiated with the Bell for an 
exchange of patent rights. It seems that both concerns held 
certain valuable patents on automatic or machine switching 
and that a merger of these patent rights would materially 
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The very first telephones to 
be received by the “Auto- 
matic’’ company at Lincoln had 
the cast iron dial. The ridges 
of the former type had now 
given way to finger holes. 
Very shortly the dial was made 
nickel-plated and a white cel- 
luloid dial card covered the 
center portion. The latter type 
telephone was used in Lincoln 
until 1925. 


improve service possibilities. Although the Automatic pat- 
ents covered the basic design, the Bell had been at research 
for several years in their system of machine switching. 
Their patents were more numerous and, Mr. Woods thought, 
more valuable than those of the Automatic Electric. 


The Bell officials, it was said, were surprised that the 
Automatic company would send their “midwestern lawyer” 
alone on such a mission for the stakes were high and much 
depended on the consummation of this project. However, 
negotiations were opened and rapidly proceeded to a point 
where it was felt an agreement could be drawn. The 
officials assembled for the important final conference. 


On one side of a long table sat Theodore N. Vail, presi- 
dent of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
with his counsel and staff. The Bell patent lawyers were 
there, as were the heads of several associated manufacturing 
companies and their legal entourage. In all, on that side of the 
table sat eleven men. On the other side sat Frank Woods, 
alone. 


The conference was successful. The deal was made. The 
Bell System obtained the right to incorporate the features 
of the Strowger switch into the apparatus manufactured by 
its subsidiaries. The Automatic company was bolstered by 
obtaining the improvements resulting from Bell research 

. and two million dollars besides! Frank Woods brought 
the fees for his services back to Lincoln and with the 
money, or part of it, he paid for his new home. 


Mr. Woods told these stories in his address before the 
formative meeting of the Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter 
in June 1941. He added that by 1941, when people glibly 
spoke of billions, the story had lost much of its punch. 

Thus it was that in June 1919 the Bell System publicly 
announced its intention of progressively adopting automatic 
switching for its exchanges. 

For many years thereafter, the bulk of Strowger type 
equipment installed for the Bell System was made in the 
Automatic Electric factory. Today, both in the Bell System 


and among Independent telephone companies, more Strow- 
ger type equipment is being installed than any other kind. 


The First Monophone 


In 1925 Automatic Electric's most popular telephone 
was the Monophone. This instrument consisted of the 
handset, handset cradle and dial apparatus as one unit, with 
the ringer box separate. During this year the company also 
introduced the first wholly “self contained” desk type Mono- 


phone, mounting the handset, cradle and dial upon a plastic 
ringer box. 


The Automatic Linefinder 


Farly in the course of Strowger development, a “line- 
finder” or “‘line-switch” technique had been devised to con- 
nect a selector switch to a calling line. 

By the method first devised and still widely used, each 
line is provided with a lineswitch that automatically selects 
an idle selector from the group of selectors accessible to it. 
This method requires, of course, as many lineswitches as there 
are lines. 


The second method provides for each selector a “‘line- 
finder” which “works backwards” to find the calling line 
and connect it through to the selector. The linefinder is 
usually a 200-point switch (although 100-point types are 
also used) and under typical conditions a group of 200 lines 
may be served by 14 to 26 linefinders, depending on the 
traffic. Thus, considerable economy in equipment is achieved 
by this method of operation. Strowger linefinder equipment 
was first installed at Brazil, Indiana in 1927. 


Editor's Note: With this story we lay the background for the 
introduction to our readers of the new Strowger wonders which 
are soon to be unveiled at the new Beatrice telephone office. 
Strowger Automatic Toll Ticketing (generally referred to as the 
SATT system) provides subscriber dialing of station-to-station toll 
calls by automatically recording all ‘‘ticket data’ required for 
the billing of each ‘’customer dialed” toll call. If a call is com- 
pleted this ticketing data is permanently recorded on a punched 
tape. This tape can then be transcribed into a regular toll ticket. 
We shall cover the SATT installation in future issues of the News 
as the work at Beatrice progresses. 


The Keith type line switch- 
board appeared in 1906 and 
several were installed at Lin- 
coln. Concrete block shelters 
were constructed at Haymar- 
ket Square and 17th and 
South Streets to house single 


units containing first selec- 
tors and connectors. They 


were used to relieve the grow- 
ing trunk congestion between 
these points and the central 
of fice. 
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Frank Nevitt 
Beatrice 
35 Years 


D. C. Gilmore 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Dorothea Heckman 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Bertha Andersen 
Superior 
10 Years 


H. G. Peachman 
Charles Dickenman G. flay icct 
ae Year 40 Years 40 Years 


A5 YEARS Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 

AO YEARS G. P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, 
Lincoln. 

39 YEARS Elsie Andrews, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 

37 YEARS H. S. Knudson, Lincoln: L. W. 
Winscot, David City. 

36 YEARS F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 

35 YEARS Dorothy Lefler, Lincoln: Frank 
Nevitt, Beatrice. 

34 YEARS L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 

33 YEARS H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 

30 YEARS D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian 
Kinghorn, Auburn. 

28 YEARS H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 

26 YEARS Alice Peters, York. 

25 YEARS L. T. Piper, York. 

22 YEARS \V. F. Grant, Lincoln; J. H. Ro- 
land, David City. 

19 YEARS Elinore Wunch, Lincoln. 

17 YEARS Opal Allison, Juanita Schleif, Lin- 


coln: Frances Erwin, Fairbury. 


15 YEARS Dea I. Hays, York; Dorothea 


Heckman, Lincoln. 


: 


Norma Dettmer 


Syracuse Hastings 
10 Years 10 Years 


R. M. Hromadka 


14 YEARS Wilhelmine Sanmann, York: A. E. 


Stansbury, Beatrice. 


13 YEARS Lola Hetherington, Lincoln; Anna- 
belle Stocker, Fairbury. 


12 YEARS Anna Menninga, Beatrice. 
11 YEARS Lulu Brockie, Wymore. 


10 YEARS Bertha Andersen, Superior: Norma 
Dettmer, Syracuse; R. M. Hromadka, Hast- 
ings: Marguerite Ienn, York; M. F. Jenkins, 
Lincoln: Kathryn Widick, Beatrice. 


9 YEARS Laura Baker, Christine Ford, R. C. 
Hawkins, Chris Lyberis, Lincoln; W. W. Har- 


rington, Tecumseh. 


8 YEARS Eunice Applegate, Weeping Water: 

Frances Marolf, Hebron: H. W. Robinette, 
V. P. Spears, Lincoln; Betty Steele, Crete: 
Elaine Teten, Nebraska City. 


7 YEARS Helen Eis, Syracuse; G. W. Heikes, 
Beatrice; J. A. Krhounek, K. E. Versaw, D. E. 
Williams, Lincoln. 


6 YEARS Jolene Gauthier, Carolyn Swed- 
lund, Hastings. 


5 YEARS Dorothy Appleman, Rexine Bretta, 
Blanche Buel, John F. Drake, L. J. Powell, 
Lincoln; F. H. Arvanette, Jr., Jacqueline 


Craig, Hastings: D. L. McCoy, Tecumseh: 
June Moore, Lauretta Piper, York. 


Dorothy Lefler 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


L. T. Piper 
York 
25 Years 


Dea |. Hays 
York 
15 Years 


M. F. Jenkins Marguerite lenn 
Lincoln York 
10 Years 10 Years 


Kathryn Widick 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


Showing folding derrick in stored position atop new truck #283. 
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WITH FOLDING-TYPE DERRICK 


by J. S. Reed 


LT & T recently acquired a new type 
of construction truck for use by a 3- 
men crew in farm line repair jobs and 
pole moving. Ordinarily, the acquisition 
of a new vehicle would create hardly a 
ripple in Company circles, but this time 
the new truck has created something of 
a sensation among the plant folks, for 


Truck #283 operating on location near 7Oth and Cotner, Lincoln. Here Lorin 


it marks an important step in the con- 
tinuing trend of the mechanization of 
telephone construction trucks. 

This truck has a novel type of der- 
rick, one that folds back over the top 
for storage, when not in use, as traveling 
to and from the job and in lodging over- 
night in a garage. In addition, this 


Auger has broken through crust and is going into the ground 


The folding derrick begins to “unfold.” 


truck has an auger unit that operates 
from the truck’s transmission through a 
power take-off unit that can be utilized 
independently of the winch equipment. 


Previous truck models made use of 
a pole derrick that had to be dis- 
assembled and stored in compartments 
provided in the truck body every time 
the crew wound up its operations for 
return to headquarters. An experienced 
crew can assemble or dismantle this der- 
rick equipment and place the parts in 
the truck with reasonable dispatch, but 
this work phase is often arduous and 
involves some degree of accident hazard. 


The new folding derrick does away 
with all this bother. As the illustration 


Lyons has attached winch line to a pole to weight down the boom and enable the fast. Attachment of auger to derrick boom frees operator from 
necessity of hanging onto a handle to guide the auger. 


auger blade to bite deeper into the frozen soil. 


Derrick nearing top point in its travel. 


at the top shows, it is only necessary 
to attach the winch line to a hook pro- 
vided near the butt of the derrick boom 
and operate the winch line to raise the 
top of the boom to the point where the 
derrick line will take control of the 
boom and lower the latter to the de- 
sired position. This operation is re- 
versed when it is desired to store the 
derrick back on the top of the truck. 
The auger shown in the illustrations 
below is a standard unit with a special 
bracket on sliding sleeve that supports 
the auger head from the derrick boom. 
This new feature eliminates the need for 
suspending the auger from the winch 
line while boring the pole hole. When 
the hole is bored to the desired depth, 
it is not necessary to lower the winch 
line to lay the auger unit to one side 


Derrick line has now taken hold and is lowering boom 


to its operating position. 


while using the line and boom to 
raise the pole and set it in the hole. 
The auger unit remains attached to 
the boom throughout the pole-setting 
operation and at all times. 


The new folding derrick and auger 
attachment features have proved to be 
time and labor-saving advantages that 
promise to make the placing of poles, 
even up to 45 feet in length, a con- 
siderably easier procedure for the crew 
assigned the new truck. 


In addition to the new derrick and 
auger features, the truck has compart- 
ments designed to provide efficient 
storage of materials and tools for the 
size of the crew. The truck itself has 
good roadability and is easy to handle 
even on difficult terrain. 


Lorin Lyons is guiding a 45-foot pole into position as winch line 
raises the pole. 
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Crew members working with truck #283 are, left 
to right: Foreman Robert E. White, Lorin E. Lyons 
and Arthur B. Montgomery. At right is W. F. 
(Babe) Combs, Lincoln city foreman. Site is 40th 
and Pioneer, Lincoln, where crew was practicing 
working with new eauipment on the truck. These 
men will work out of the Hebron headquarters. 


Pole has dropped in hole and is ready for backfilling. 
This entire operation required only a few minutes time. 


Welcomes 35 More Members 


The first six members of the “Four ‘56 Club’ were announced in last 
month’s News. Since that time others have been scaling the walls with 
increasing regularity. When Bill Quinn checked his books for a count of 
results on February 23, he found 34 more employees eligible for inclusion in 
the Club ranks. Merl Sherman, with a total of 21 revenue producing service 
requests, had met the requirements five times over. Mae Meduna, with 
eight, was eligible for dual membership. 

As of February 23 a breakdown of business since January 1 showed a 
total of 858 service requests received, sales from which will amount to $7,323 
in gross annual revenue. That’s an average of $8.53 per request, and makes 
them well worth writing. 66% of the requests resulted in sales. 

The employees whose pictures appear below are the newer members of 
the “Four ‘56 Club.”” Their identification is followed by a number which 
indicates their credited sales to February 23. 
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Ben Anderson Gladys Ball Marian Barnes Bill Barr Mary Beaty J. D. Behrns 
Plattsmouth—4 Ashland—4 Ashland—4 Osceola—4 Wahoo—4 David City—4 
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Betty Beebe Robert Berggren Lura Blackman Claud Clary Bob Culver E. A. Ernst 
Osceola—5 Ashland—4 Ashland—4 Plattsmouth—4 Sutton—4 Plattsmouth—4 
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| D. V. Gollehan J.D. Green B. T. Hayes Grace Heisl 
B. L. Ford eica oe ace ostinge 4 Plattsmouth—6 Ashland—4 


Beatrice—4 
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R. ©. Humiston Gene Kalkwar H. Kempf Mildred Lanik E. D. Mather %*Mae Meduna 
Plattsmouth—4 Lincoln—7 Hastings—5 Wahoo—4 Plattsmouth—4 Wahoo—8 
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L. L. Rezny 
Wilber—4 Osceola—4 


Melvin Sorenson 
Lincoln—21 W ahoo—4 


: F. G. Rowlison 


J. L. Ruble 
Fairbury—5 
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Karen Speckman Lumir Vosika 
Wahoo—4 Wilber—4 


Lillian Schafer 


Roma Schere 
Lincoln—5 Cedar Bluffs—4 


R. E. Wait Russell White 
Stromsburg—4 Lincoln—4 


Feeling His Oats 


Howard W. Spahnle, Eastern dis- 
trict manager, sat at his desk the other 
day, contemplating the merchandising 
activities of the members of his dis- 
trict. He felt a letter coming on. 

“Messrs. Clyde Burge, John Spady 
and Asa Waters,” he dictated, address- 
ing his missive to the heads of the 
Southern, Western and Central Com- 
mercial districts, respectively. “We want 
to challenge you and your employees 
with the statement that the Eastern 
district will have more members, per- 
centagewise, in the 4-56 Club by the 
year's end than any other district. 

“Tf you feel that your district can 
accept the challenge without being em- 
barrassed because you do not win, pre- 
vious rules pertaining to such contests 
should prevail. Specifically we mean 
that offered business in the various 
business offices should not be counted. 
Also the contest should be effective 
as of January 1, the date the 4-56 Club 
was inaugurated. 

“In the meantime,” continued the 
Spahnle letter, “we will attempt to 
curtail the unusual sales efforts al- 
ready in progress by our district em’ 


ployees so that we will not be too far 
ahead by the time you accept our chal- 
lenge.” 

Now there is a letter to gladden the 
cockles of a Merchandising heart. 
There’s nothing like a bit of friendly 
rivalry to get the bushes beaten and 
the waterfront covered. We hope 
Howard gets his challenge accepted. 


"Welcome to L&I” 


Accounting 
Bernice Stoeger ................Mach. Opr. ............----2-13 
FanIS Fe Wall ccccteccnesacvcees Wiech. Ors: occ. casc<eess 2- 6 
Commercial 
Shirley Broilliar (P.T.) ...... Clerk. Linicotn: s<6s.3..: 2- 7 
Jerry D. Schrepf ............-- Coin Col., “Line. ccs 2-17 
Engineering 
Emmet R. Meyers ......------ Draftsman. a2... ss 2- 6 
Plant 
Wilbur M. Bechtolt .........- Gdmn., Const. err 2-22 
George H. Bramble .........- Janitor, Hastings ......1-30 
Calvin E. DeVore ............ Gdmn., Const. re a 
Bi: ds FROIGOINDD ccccsastecciaeel Gdmn., Const. .........-.2-14 
Thomas A. Leonard .......- Gadmn, Gonst. <::..:+.: 1-30 
Arthur R. Montgomery ...Gdmn., Const. .... ....2-14 
Daniel: 7. FGMIY anisms Gdnin,,;. Corist.. «..:<:.-.- 2-13 
Traffic 
SGILY hi AST eiceccsccesnetaces Opr., Geneve .........--- 2- 6 
Jean T. Coffman .........-.. Opr., Wahoo aceaboebaeee 1-23 
Marlene E. Ellis ........-.-.---- Opr., Lincoln ssiatsajauinta a 2- 6 
Koren: Fi (PO sissccscakess-cssene Opr., Beatrice iavaeenee 2-13 
Phyllis J. Johnson .........-. Opr., Beatrice ...-.... 2-13 
Joann F. Miller (P.T.) ....-- Opr., Geneva ies 2-13 
Edna R. Moeller ..............Opr., Beatrice . Sotices deed 
Etla: A PAOClOY: <ccccsscncnazen Opr., Lincoln eee 2 
Eleanor G. Rademacher....Opr., Beatrice ers co a 
Gwina S. Setzer ............-..- Opr. LINCOM acc: nee 
Groce E. Smith: .2.025<<:6 Ooh iy VOR -ssetoncvas|=8 
Mildred M. Taylor ..........Opr., Tecumseh sciaiyieeo le 
Patricia A. Wylie .........-. Oor, Uintolt t.00..2> 6 


Death of Cora Vreeland, 
Former Juniata (.0. 


There comes the sad report of the 
death of Cora M. Vreeland, former 
chief operator-cashier at Juniata, and 
who has enjoyed the fruits of retire- 
ment for the past 20 years. 

Not often since her retirement has 
Mrs. Vreeland been able to mingle 
with her former friends of the company. 
She has lived at Hastings and Hol- 
drege during most of this time. 

She first joined LT &T as chief 
operator at Hansen in July 1916, and 
in the following year moved to Juniata 
where she spent the balance of her 
telephone career. Ill health forced her 
to seek retirement at the time of her 
20th anniversary with the company, 
July 1, 1936. She was 81 years of age 
at the time of her passing. 


| JOURNEY’S END | 


John Brock, father of Crete Area Manager 
G. D. Brock, died February 3 at Columbus. 
Funeral services were held February 5 at the 
Gass Funeral Parlor in Columbus. 

Mrs. Alma Hauschild, mother of Grace 
Hauschild, Accounting, passed away Febru’ 
ary 10. Services were held at the Hodgman- 
Spain Mortuary in Lincoln. 
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Our Cover 


If there is a time of year when Ne- 
braskans are excused for being emo- 
tional, it is the spring—when “the flush 
of life can be seen creeping back over 
the hills and valleys.” At this time we 
bow to natives of no other clime; in- 
deed we sympathize with those who are 
denied the wonder and thrill of seeing 
life spring forth anew. We _ think 
Browning set the best words to Spring 
in Pippa’s Song as he wrote: 

The year’s at the spring, 
And day’s at the morn; 
Morning’s at seven; 

The hill-side’s dew-pearld; 
The lark’s on the wing; 

The snail’s on the thorn; 
God’s in His heaven— 

All’s right with the world! 

He could have been looking at our 
cover picture as he took pen in hand. 


Pioneer Bert Huddleston likes the fall, when he 
can take his turn running the old steam engine 
that powers a corn sheller. Bert also takes the 
heavy end of a shovel when the corn piles up. 
He helped shell 1,000 bushels of the golden grain 
in one afternoon. 


Good Telephone Manners 


(An Editorial) 


Good telephone manners build Good 
Will. 


Good Will is a word combination 
which actually has been defined by the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 
That august body declared it to be “the 
desire on the part of the customer to 
return to the place where he has been 
well treated.” 


Most any business, to be successful, 
must retail a high degree of Good Will 
on the part of its customers. Ours is 
no exception. 

Indeed, in our peculiar status as a 
natural monopoly, we must work the 
harder toward attaining a position in 
the good graces of our customers. This 
is what we mean by Good Will. It can- 
not be gained in days or months, but 
through years of providing good tele- 
phone service to our customers and 
meeting them on the level of under- 
standing, courtesy and fair dealing. 

And even when attained, Good Will 
can be held only through the continuing 
vigilance of every last employee in 
their contacts with our subscribers, 

We meet more of our public by tele- 
phone than in any other manner and 
we telephone folk should lead all other 
industries in the use of this medium for 
promoting the welfare and good name 
of our company. We can do so by 
establishing and retaining the Good 
Will of the person at the other end of 
the wire. 

When we meet people face to face it 
is a relatively simple matter to express 
our thought, our willingness and our 
consideration of their individual re- 
quests or problems. 

But in meeting them by telephone we 
are presented with the obstacle of invisi- 
bility. We no longer have the benefit 
of personal appearance, gestures, smiles 
and mannerisms. The only impression 
the customer receives is what we sound 
like. Neither telephoner can see the 
other or his surroundings. There can 
be no handshake. The sudden, peremp- 
tory manner in which a telephone call 
often breaks into one’s busy moment 
with its demand for attention sometimes 
finds us a bit curt and impatient as we 
lift the instrument to the ear. 

Few people compensate sufficiently 
for these differences between a face-to- 
face meeting and a telephone meeting— 
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sufficiently, that is, for the person at 
the other telephone. 

When we consider that about three- 
fourths of the nation’s industrial orders 
are handled by telephone, that makes 
telephone relations with customers a 
major office problem. 

Through most of its years in busi- 
ness LT&’T has encouraged and taught 
good telephone manners, not only to 
its own personnel but to its customers 
and the people of our territory. Motion 
pictures and newspaper advertisements 
have been the main media for spreading 
the gospel of good public relations 
by telephone. Our employees who often 
meet the public over the telephone have 
always been indoctrinated with good 
telephone manners. 

Operators of local, toll and service 
boards are given voice training and are 
well versed in the phraseology of their 
trade which enables them to conduct 
their routine business with dispatch. 
In other departments it is not expected 
that our telephone usage should con- 
form so rigidly to set phrases or inflec- 
tion. Such restrictions would destroy 
a valuable item we have to offer as indi- 
viduals. Our own personality should be 
extended over the telephone wire, and 
to do so it is necessary that our messages 
should be natural and sincere. 

The following pointers are taken 
from the Business Office Practice Man- 
ual, which is designed for training and 
guidance of employees of the local com- 
mercial department at Lincoln. 


When Receiving a Call 


Answer your telephone promptly. 

Greet the caller pleasantly. 

Identify yourself. 

When away from your telephone leave word 

where you are going and when you expect to 

return. 

5. Answer questions tactfully. 

6. When answering calls for others take the 
message. 

7. Break connection gently. 


When Placing a Call 


1. Be sure of the number. 

2. Be ready to talk when the call is answered. 

3. Allow time to answer before breaking con- 
nection. 

Use a normal tone of voice. 

Say ‘‘thank you” and ‘‘you’re welcome.” 

Be attentive. 

Use the customer’s name. 


To these pointers could be added 
dozens of admonitions and suggestions 
but we like people to have margin or 
room for their personalities to appear. 
Remember that everything depends on 
what you say and how you say it. You 
give a good impression on the telephone 
with good telephone manners. 
you looked yours over lately? 
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the present trend continues whereby more copies are bound 


each two-year period for employee subscribers. The latest 
binding, which has just been distributed to those who had 
placed orders for it, enclosed the 22 issues published during 
1954 and 1955. The 94 books are lined up for display in 
the picture above, while at left Ruth Kadavy and Christine 
Ford of General Commercial are giving a volume their 


close inspection. 


Mrs. Kadavy and later Miss Ford have been closely 
associated with the News for many years, looking after the 
special departments—Personalities, Happiness Ahead, Blessed 
Events, etc., and most of the credit for the dearth of typo- 
graphical errors through the years can be attributed to 
their care and keenness in proofreading. 

The latest volume is thicker than ever, and its 94 


bindings compare with 82 for the 1952-53 volume and 78 
for 1950-51. The next binding order will be made after 


publication of the December 1957 issue. 


A Record Binding Order For the News 


Given a few more years, the Lincoln Telephone News 
may be entitled to a listing as a “best seller”; that is, if 


Lefler. 


35-Year Jewel fo Dorothy Lefler 


The inhabitants of the general plant department took 
time out of their busy day of March 1 to gather for the 
conferring of an honor on their dean of secretaries, Dorothy 


It was the 35th anniversary of her employment 
with the company and consequently the identical anniversary 


of her career in the general plant department, for she has 
worked in no other segment of the organization. 


In the picture George P. Barney, general plant superin- 


C. Walker. 


tendent, is presenting Dorothy with her newly earned 
emblem. Standing, from left, are: Miss Lefler, Mina Jorgen- 


sen, Judith Munson, Mabel Bodkin, John S. Reed and Max 


Income Tax Reminder 


April 16 is the deadline day on in- 
come tax returns. Back in January that 
sounded like it was a long time off, but 
now it is right around the corner. This 
is a task that should not be delayed for 
it is often possible to realize sizeable 
savings by the application of added 
thought and effort. 


Most married couples can save by fil- 
ing a joint return, but there are excep- 
tions to this rule and it often pays to 
figure the tax in using both joint and 
separate returns. Those with added in- 
come above their regular salary should 
be very careful to see that it is properly 
and completely listed, and just as careful 
to see that all proper deductions and ex- 
emptions are listed. It is important that 
everyone should pay as much as he 
owes—but NO MORE! See you at the 


mailbox soon. 


Wanted--A Champion 


Table tennis enthusiasts at Lincoln 
have been busily engaged in an elimina- 
tion tournament designed to arrive at 
the identity of the annual champion in 


both singles and doubles play. The en- 
try lists included 16 hopeful competi- 
tors for the singles trophy, and 9 
teams vying for the doubles crown. 

As this is written Charles Connors, 
Jack Caldwell, Gay Henderson, Bob 
Clifford and Chan Woo Lee are still 
in singles play, the rest hav- 
ing been doubles 
bracket has drawn down to the finals 
in which the John Findley-Don Smith 
and Carl Ahl-Bob Clifford duets will 
battle for the championship. Bob Clif- 
ford was last year’s singles champion. 
Henderson and Stall lost out this year 
in defense of their doubles trophy. 
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EASTER SEALS 


HELP CRIPPLED CHILDREN 


The Easter Seal Appeal for Crippled Children 
was launched March 1.0 by the Nebraska Society 
for Crippled Children along with Easter Seal or- 
ganizations in all other states. The seals provide 
treatment and training for the crippled in new 
and improved methods of overcoming handicaps, 
under doctor’s guidance, with funds received in 
the drive. The Society is dedicated to rehabilita- 
tion, believing that handicapped children are no 
longer helpless and hopeless. The Appeal closes 
April 10. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Robert E. White 
Construction Foreman 


RR 


Accounting 
Joyce N. Boyles, operator, Wahoo Traffic, 
to machine operator. 


Commercial 
Cecile H. Anderson, pensioner to clerk, 
Lincoln. 
June M. Moore, clerk to cashier, York. 
Lyle E. Reighard, custodian, Plant, to 
commercial representative, Lincoln. 


Kathleen A. Sughrue, operator, Traffic, to 

clerk, York. 
Engineering 

George R. Bossung, splicer, Construction, 
to draftsman. 

Ruth A. Gekas, secretary, General Traffic 
to Engineering. 

Jane J. Phillips, stenographer, Supply, to 
secretary. 

Dorothy M. Wise, stenographer, Construc- 
tion, to secretary. 


Mary Meister 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln Tecumseh 


Edgar G. Piper 
Wire Chief 
Wahoo 


Non-Functional 

Carol T. Huber, operator, Traffic, to sec- 

retary, Beatrice. 
Plant 

Ronald L. Ahl, coin collector, Commercial, 
to routineman, COE, Lincoln switchroom. 

Raymond L. Bise, groundman, Superior, to 
Construction. 

Norman C. Duer, lineman to advanced 
clerical, Construction. 

K. J. Ferguson, combinationman, David 
City to wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 

Donavin Frankforter, splicer, Construction, 
to combinationman, Lincoln. 

W. L. Gake, radioman, switchroom to toll 
equipment, Central Plant. 

Robert F. Glenn, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, York. 

Joe B. Gray, groundman to lineman, Con- 
struction. 

R. G. Mathis, splicer’s helper to splicer, 


ae 


Edna A. Mahlock Lyle E. Reighard 
Service Assistant Commercial 
Beatrice Representative 
Lincoln 


Construction. 

Edgar G. Piper, equipment foreman to 
wire chief, Wahoo. 

James A. Rhodes, groundman to lineman, 
Construction. 

A. H. B. Seamark, Jr., lineman, Construc- 
tion, to routineman (COE), Central Plant. 

C. F. Shuler, Jr., warehouseman to shipping 
clerk, Supply. 

Roger L. Weber, groundman, Beatrice, to 
combinationman, Fairbury. 

W. J. Weber, combinationman, wire chief's 
office, to radioman, toll equipment, Central 
Plant. 

Robert E. White, lineman, Construction, 
to construction foreman, General Plant. 

Traffic 

Edna A. Mahlock, operator to service as- 
sistant, Beatrice. 

Mary Meister, operator to service assistant, 
Tecumseh. 


The Beatrice Building in its Winter Overcoat 


With its upper floors swathed in 8,400 feet of canvas, and with salamanders 
blazing inside, cement pouring and curing proceeded at Beatrice. Taking advan- 
tage of a warm spell, the roof slab was poured in late February, as these pictures 
testify. The cement was hoisted aloft in a three-cubic-foot bucket. In the base- 
ment, where work has progressed through the winter, all block partitions are now 
in place; the metal doors are hung; the electrical conduit runs and wiring are 
nearly completed. Masons have begun laying bricks for the exterior of the build- 
ing’s first floor which will be faced in red rancho type bricks. Brown bricks will 
be laid for the second story, giving the building a two-tone color effect. The exte- 
rior work on the building is expected to be completed within the next three or 
four months. 
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A daughter, Sheri Lynn, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Arlon Bartels February 7. Corrine 
is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Grove are the proud 
parents of a son, Mark Alen, born February 
7. Mark’s father works in the Supply office, 
having just recently transferred from York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marv Joosten announce the 
birth of a son, David Allen, February 16. 
LaVonne formerly worked in Lincoln Com- 
mercial and Marv is employed in the service 
department. 


Speiser May Join LT&I 


Patrons of the cooperative Speiser 
telephone exchange, operating in north- 
west Richardson County, have voted 54 
to 27 to merge their properties with 
LT&T, probably with the Humboldt ex- 
change. Interesting facets in the pro- 
posed merger will be covered in future 
issues of the News. 


L. C. Oberlies Dies 


He Was LT&T’s First Personnel Director 


L. C. Oberlies, once personnel di- 
rector for LT&T, died February 27 
at Tacoma, Washington, after an ill- 
ness of several months. He was 84 years 
of age. 


Mr. Oberlies was appointed to the 
newly created position of personnel di- 
rector July 17, 1929. The company was 
growing rapidly and the office was de: 
signed to afford proper screening of 
new employees; to initiate training pro- 
grams, thrift and savings plans, em- 
ployee activities, recreational projects 
and other plans devoted to the welfare 
of the company personnel. The market 
crash, the coming of the depression and 
retrenchment in expenditures put an 
end to most of the program. Mr. Ober- 
lies resigned in August 1932 and the 
office was not reestablished until 1944. 
During his tenure as personnel director 
Mr. Oberlies won the admiration and 
friendship of telephone people over the 
entire territory. 


Mr. Oberlies left Lincoln a score of 
years ago to engage in lecturing on the 
west coast. Funeral services were held at 
Tacoma, Washington. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Ben- 


efit Association during February, 1956. 


Primary members: Loretta Dubas, Lincoln 
Traffic, $7.50; P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln 
Plant $10.00; Reah Churchill, Cafeteria, 
$10.00; Laura Douty, Seward Commercial, 
$460.10; H. A. Ehrlich, Supply, $12.50; 
F. J. Fisher, Beatrice Plant, $7.50; H. O. 
Gillespie, Beatrice Plant, $313.70; Vernon 
Wigent, Construction, $8.00; Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln Commercial, $20.00; Mildred Roberts, 
Wymore Plant, $71.75; L. T. Piper, York 
Plant, $161.85; Camilla Selzer, David City 
Traffic $117.35; G. A. Foster, Lincoln Plant, 
$7.50; H. D. Wart, Service, $7.50; Joan UIll- 
man, Lincoln Traffic, $397.50; J. C. Gear 
Estate, Fairbury, $9.00: Helen DeBord, Fair- 
bury Traffic, $12.50; W. H. Webster, Lin- 
coln Pensioner, $7.50; C. E, Lawson, Service, 
$20.00; Richard McCall, Service, $59.00; Mary 
Heser, York Traffic, $22.50: H. O. Gillespie, 
Beatrice Plant, $85.75; Arleen Swanson, Ser- 
vice, $10.00; Belle Howery, Service, $15.50. 


Dependents: Gail Williams, Lincoln, $175.15; 
Noveta Humiston, Plattsmouth, $7.50; Dixie 
Shepard, Lincoln, $74.50; Judy Hansen, Lin- 
coln, $60.85; Jerry Hutchinson, Lincoln, $10.00; 
John Hobson, Lincoln, $10.95; Wayne Bos- 
sung, Lincoln, $231.50; Ida Harp, Lincoln, 
$149.80; Cheryl Gilmore, Beatrice, $97.95; Mrs. 
P. J. Guelker, Beatrice, $20.00; Janet Golden- 
stein, Lincoln, $5.00; Mrs. E. L. Dorland, 
Wahoo, $286.85; Mrs. W. R. Huddleston, Lin- 
coln, $125.00; Mrs. C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings, 
$108.85; Mrs. C. A. Eggerss, Lincoln, $9.00; 
David Zimmerman, Lincoln, $16.75; JoAnn 
Keogh, Hastings, $10.00; Mrs. J. K. Schleiger, 
Lincoln, $20.00. 


Valentine Day Brings Pioneers to David City 


The ladies’ social committee of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer chapter has 
an ambitious program of carrying their social activities into the far reaches of 
the territory this spring. The first of five proposed gatherings was held at David 
City on February 14 as two dozen members assembled in the Christian Church 
basement. A Lincoln delegation traveled there by chartered bus, while others 
came from York, Seward, Stromsburg and Nebraska City. 


The group assembled for their portrait (above) and are identified as follows: 
Seated in front — Eola Dyas, Dorothy Lefler, Irene Combs, Della Wilcox 
Georgia Smith, Dorothea Heckman. Standing, second row—-Edith Mattson, Pearl 
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Shreve, Bessie Schultz, Nona Brusnahan, Lillian Bader, Beata Merz, Darlene 
Multer, Juanita Schlief, Lydia Kriegshauser, Merna Bates, Edna Pflughaupt. 
Standing, top row—Lena Conrad, Florence Tatman, Lauretta Piper, Ada Shipp, 
Camilla Selzer, Irene Swan, Vivian Dee. 


gk 


| a 
Another H-R Class in Session 
The first Human Relations Class of 1956 was called to order February 2 with Merle M. Hale, 
vice president, giving the “kick-off” talk as the camera recorded the scene. At first the class met 
in the 15th and M building but their meeting room was gobbled up by the expanding engineering 
department, so the group is finishing the eight weekly sessions in the Directors’ room in the general 
office buiiding. in the picture Mr. Hale is addressing the class while Walter F. Roberts, acting as 
discussion leader, is seated at his right. Clockwise around the table the students are: John Backstrom, 
Accounting; Marie Vidlock, Accounting; Ferne Wilger, Tecumseh; A. B. Waters, Lincoln Commercial; 
W. W. Eden, Engineering; Vern Simpson, Construction; Dean Hamilton, Lincoln Commercial; R. E. 
Hibbert, Construction; Charles Lindgren, Accounting; B. A. Isaman, Engineering; Marie Jackson, Engi- 
neering; Regina Bethscheider, Hebron. 
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Huldah Gessner Honored by President Woods 


There is a place on the second floor of the general office building at Lin- 
coln where time, in a measure, has been checked in its inexorable march toward 
change. There things remain almost as they were 42 years ago when the build- 
ing was brand new and a young lady reported to work with qualities and recom- 
mendations sufficient to cause her selection for the important position as secre- 


tary to the president. 


The place is the reception room and private office of the president; the 
latter now used as the Board of Directors’ room. Here may be found the historic 
roll top desk of Frank H. Woods, the company’s founder, situated in exactly the 
same spot it occupied when the building was new. The reception room is the 
same, too, except that not so long ago Huldah Gessner, the president’s secretary, 
was awarded a new desk. A dozen building revisions have occurred in the space 
about the two offices, but their walls have never been changed. 


But one great change did occur within the past month. Miss Gessner decided 
to relinquish the post she has filled so ably for more than two-score years. It 
was a gala day for the young company when she came to work May 20, 1914. 
The general offices were filled with bouquets of flowers and visitors by the 
scores were parading through them. It was the day of our first Open House, 
designed to show the townspeople of Lincoln the extent and furnishings of their 


new telephone building. 


Miss Gessner’s retirement carries with it memories such as few employees 
could equal. Her work has not been of routine nature, but she has been en- 
trusted throughout the years with matter of utmost importance. For a long time 
her signature was used to validate the payroll checks and she has been author- 
ized to sign stock certificates, bank transfers, etc. in the absence of the secre- 


tary-treasurer. 


Miss Gessner served as secretary to Frank H. Woods from the time of her 
employment until his sudden passing in 1952. In 1946, when he retired as presi- 
dent to become chairman of the Board, she assumed double duties as secretary 
to both Frank H. Woods and Thomas C. Woods, who became president at that 


time. 


Family responsibilities have induced her to enter retirement status and on 
February 29, her last day at the office, she was guest of honor at a luncheon 
given by President Woods at the Cornhusker. Other guests were members of 
the second floor offices and several longtime friends from other departments. 
Mr. Woods had many reminiscences to recount of Miss Gessner’s adventures in 
her 42 years in Room 212 and asked to be accorded the use of a bit of sentiment 
to more ably express his appreciation for her devoted services. Time, it seemed, 
had at last prevailed and had turned the page on an era of the company’s history. 


Leona Yarmon, Wahoo Traffic, and Wil- 
liam Benal were united in marriage January 


28 in a home ceremony. 

Paula Hawkinson, Accounting, became the 
bride of Gene Hotovy of Dwight at St. 
Mary’s Church in Valparaiso on February 11. 

The marriage of Joyce Boyles and Robert 
Smith took place February 12 at the Con- 
gregational Church in Wahoo. Mrs. Smith, 


formerly of Wahoo Traffic, has transferred 
to the accounting department, Lincoln. 
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Kudos fo Hastings Traffic 


The operators at Hastings may have 
been a bit trigger-happy with their long 
distance plugs, or maybe they had an 
extra note of charm to their “number- 
pleases.” The fact remains that they 
drew two fine complimentary letters 
from customers during the month—and 
this is above par for most any course. 
The letters were addresed to Area Man- 
ager Flowerday, and read as follows: 


Dear Mr. Flowerday: Many times | find 
that | have a wrong address or telephone 
number on a patient and need the assistance 
of the information operator. | would like 
to express my appreciation for the cour- 
teous service in giving me this assistance. 


(Signed) Gerald A. Kuehn, M.D. 


Dear Ed.: It is my opinion that when 
credit is due it should be given. | should 
like to take this opportunity to tell you that 
the long distance operators in your Hastings 
office have been tremendously cooperative 
at all times in handling our calls to various 
places. It was my experience not too jong 
ago to have lived in a locality not served 
by LT&T and it seems to me that the lack 
of cooperation in getting calls completed 
was outstanding. It is difficult for me to 
explain the difference so | will not go into it 
further except simply to say that we deeply 
appreciate the cooperation of all your long 
distance operators and | should like very 
much for you to pass this along to them. 
| am aware of the fact that this letter has 
not been solicited by you but | did want 
you to know our feelings. 


Sincerely, KHAS-TV 


(Signed) Duane L. Watts, 
General Manager. 


Carol Joins the News 


Carol T. Huber is the new secretary 
to the southern district manager. She 
succeeds Paula Otte, who received a 
fine promotion to become secretary to 
President Thomas C. Woods. With her 
— new duties Mrs. 
Huber also inherits 
another task which 
Paula performed so 
ably for many 
moons — that of as- 
sociate editor for 
the southern dis- 
trict. We hope Car- 
ol likes the News 
work—it isn’t easy 
— collecting items, 
editing and typing and meeting dead- 
lines; but it is one of the ways our 
widely separated telephone family be- 
comes known and_ remains united. 


Carol Huber 
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|_PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS | 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Irene Swan, Camilla Selzer and Lena 
Conrad were hostesses at a Valentine party 
for the ladies of the Pioneer Club which was 
held February 14, at the Christian Church. 
There were twenty-six present with guests 
coming from Nebraska City, Lincoln, 
Seward, Stromsburg, York and Wahoo... . 
Taking in the Golden Gloves exhibition at 
Omaha were Verna Heins and Mr. and Mrs. 
K. J. Ferguson. ... A group of operators 
celebrated Phyllis Lukassen’s birthday by 
having a chicken dinner in Columbus... . 
Margaret Grubaugh is very busy these days 
getting settled in her new residence. 
Nadine Jones spent a disagreeable week re- 
cuperating from a tonsillectomy but is feel- 
ing much better now. 


Nebraska City Area 
Norma Jean Dettmer, Correspondent 


Elmer Neujahr was in the hospital sev- 
eral days for dental surgery. Sophia 
Windels was ill at home for a week... . 
One of the early vacationers is Lowell 
Keedy, who spent a week around home... . 
Janice Collins, Joyce Hofker and Helen 
Eis are fast becoming roller skating en- 
thusiasts. Sounds like fun. ... Norma Jean 
Dettmer attended the Auto Show in Om- 
aha. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


“Tip” Johanns decided to get to work 
on all fours one day. At least that’s the 
way she arrived at the office door. A little 
snow over a sheet of ice caused the mis- 
fortune of this accident. Tip is now walk- 
ing a bit on the stiff side with two band- 
aged knees. . . . Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ernst 
spent Sunday with their son Terry in 
Hastings where he is attending college. .. . 
Visitors in the Plattsmouth office recently 
were L. W. Cleveland and L. P. Young. 
Myra Metcalf also spent a few days in the 
traffic department this month. 


Wahod Area 
Leona Benal and Mary Beaty, Correspondents 


Jean Coffman is the new employee in 
our midst. Mrs. Coffman’s former residence 
was “way down south” Owensboro, Ken- 
tucky. Leona Bena, Inez Olsen and 
Mildred Lanik attended the Auto Show 
in Omaha. A very lucky gal indeed 
was Mary Beaty, who enjoyed the gaiety and 
festivity of the New Orleans Mardi-Gras.. . 
Joan Steinback spent her vacation moving 
from town to the farm. ... There was a 
surprised bunch of gals in the office when 
they heard what they sounded like over 
the telephone. The Voice Recorder told all! 

. Myra Metcalf was a recent visitor in 
the office. . . . Bill Behrns of the plant de- 
partment spent a few days in the Veterans 
hospital in Lincoln, but we are glad to 
see him back at work. 


Southern District 


Carol T. Huber, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Marcelene Behrends, Correspondent 


Several of the girls attended a wedding 
dance at Tecumseh given by Orva Jean 
Gobber and husband. . . . Joan Remmers 
was honored by a surprise bridal shower 
given by Elva Remmers. Traffic and Com- 
mercial girls were invited and enjoyed an 
evening of playing games and helping Joan 
open her many lovely gifts. Tasty refresh- 
ments, including homemade ice cream, were 
served from a table centered with a double 
heart cake with an arrow through it. The 
cakes were inscribed “Jo & Eldon.” 
Orva Gobber helped celebrate her parents’ 
25th wedding anniversary last month... . 
Elva Remmers was on the sick list with an 
ear infection. Among our visitors 
during the past few weeks were Merlie 
Markuson, L. P. Young, L. W. Cleveland, 
Carol Huber and Clyde Burge. . . .Shirley 
Nincehelser entertained some of our girls 
one evening with a waffle supper. 


Beatrice Area 
Joan Borzekofski, Correspondent 


Rethal Falk and family recently re- 
turned from vacationing in Florida. 
Alice Reents enjoyed a few days in Okla- 
homa City. Henrietta Menninga and 
Shirley Bucker are taking their toll train- 
ing and their instructor is Ruth Diekmann. 
... We are sorry to lose Carol Huber from 
Traffic, but we wish her good luck in her 
new job as district secretary. 


Crete Area 
Loretta MclIlnay, Correspondent 


Lavina McElroy, cashier at Wilber, is 
progressing nicely at her home after under- 
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The sun shines bright in the Ashland operating 
rooms because Ed Butler and Bob Berggren, com- 
binationmen, got at their spring housecleaning 
chores early. That’s Ed on the ladder, applying 
Bon Ami to the panes. Bob is holding the ladder, 
according to approved safety practices. 
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going surgery at the Crete Hospital. Emma 
Vosika has taken over Lavina’s duties at 
the Wilber office. . Those from Crete 
attending the funeral services at Columbus 
for John Brock, father of Area Manager 
G. D. Brock, were Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
McOmber, Ethel Park, Elizabeth Johnson 
and Loretta MclIlnay. . . See “The Back 
Page” for Lydia McGuire’s adventure with 
her cherry pies! 


Fairbury Area 
Betty A. Vaughn, Correspondent 


The mid-winter sick list now includes 
Dorcas Slater, Helen DeBord, and Anna- 
belle Stocker. . . . Arleen Holloway vaca- 
tioned at her home. Shirley Brown’s 
sailor fiance is back in the States at San 
Diego. “What’s next, Shirley?” is the ques- 
tion around the office. ... LaVella Schwartz 
has gone into the chinchilla business. ... 
JoAnn Sabin and Shirley Brown enjoyed 
the Autorama Show in Omaha... . Wel- 
come back to Welda Wagner. After six 
weeks of illness it is good to see her around 
again. 


Pawnee City Area 
Avis Collar, Correspondent 


There doesn’t seem to be much news to 
report at this time. Everyone must be busy 
filing income taxes. Willie, George, Carl 
and Raymond have been faithfully attend- 
ing automatic classes on Monday nights at 
Tecumseh. They seem to enjoy going. No 
doubt Bill Eckles’ way of starting these 
sessions with a joke has something to do 
with it. ... One year ago this month Paw- 
nee City was made an Area Office. . . Willie 
timed his trip to the firehouse so that 
all he had to do was climb out of his 
jeep and onto the fire truck to go to fires. 
We're not sure which would be the best 
ride—wWillie’s open-air jeep or the fire 
truck. . . . Recent visitors at Pawnee City 
and Humboldt offices were Clyde Burge 
and his new secretary, Carol Huber. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary M. Goracke, Correspondent 

In spite of the inclement weather, Jim 
Smith, Bill Eckles and Jack Mahoney were 
in Hebron to boost the Tecumseh basket- 
ball team during the district tourney; and 
Ted Husing and Dale Weber were doing 
the same for Sterling at the tournament in 
Beatrice. Recent weekend visitors of 
Ferne Wilger and her mother were Mr. 
and Mrs. Jim Dudgeon of Hastings. 
Cecile Morehead attended a business meet- 
ing with her husband at the Hotel Steven- 
son in Falls City, where they were feted 
with a steak dinner afterwards. . . . Among 
those scrutinizing the latest models at the 
Auto Show in Omaha were Bill Eckles and 
Norma Lee Hahn, but both are still driv- 
ing the same cars as before... . Norma Lee 
honored her husband on his birthday with 
a pinochle party attended by twelve close 
friends. The evening was topped off with 
the serving of lunch, including the tradi- 
tional birthday cake decorated by Norma 


Harry Moss -- Surrounded By Friends 
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When Harry Moss made a hurried visit in the city February 22, he knew he couldn't call on all 
his friends, so Bert Overcash of the Retired Employees’ Club did the next best thing. He enticed Harry 
to make an appearance at a given hour in the Club Room, and then contacted a sizeable group of his 
former cronies. So Harry got his visiting done and went on his way. The group at the table, from left, 
are: Wm. L. Hassler, Frank Blockwitz, George Hansen, Ray Boling, John McKinzie, Mr. Moss, Bert 
Overcash, Doc Wilson, Bert Huddleston, Roy Cleveland and Arthur Keckler. All are retired. Mr. Moss 
was formerly a construction foreman and is now a resident of Birchwood, Wisconsin. 


Lee with the assistance of a neighbor.... 
Henri Goracke’s center of interest has 
shifted, at least temporarily, to the campus 
of the Peru State Teachers College. .. . 
Our sympathy is extended to Marge Cot- 
tingham on the death of her mother-in-law 
at Nebraska City; also to Cecile Morehead 
in the loss of her aunt who lived in Colo- 
rado. ... The strange noises issuing from 
the traffic department are only the voice 
recordings being made by the operators, 
with the results being a bit shocking even 
to them. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
Velma Bock, Correspondent 


Misses Adermann, Dixon and Gerard cele- 
brated their birthdays this month and 
treated the girls to popcorn balls, home- 
made candy and candy bars. ... On Febr- 
uary 8, the girls in Commercial and Traffic 
had a pot-luck supper in honor of Grace 
Krupicka, who has resigned to be married. 
Grace will make her home in Omaha. 


Hastings Area 
Carol Henry, Correspondent 


The service assistants held a farewell 
party for Pat Sperry February 19 in the 
telephone building recreation room. Audrey 
McKeown and Jackie Craig found their 
ping pong playing rather rusty. Aletha 
Bennett and Moreane Alldritt had difficulty 
getting the numbered pool balls to go into 
the pockets; in fact, the balls didn’t seem 
to want to stay on the table. The girls 
say they would have done better if they 
hadn’t had the two cue balls. Seems as 
though Miss Pearson and Pat Sperry always 
knocked their ping pong ball over to the 
pool table. A good time was had by all... . 
Early vacationers were Ann Mohlman and 
Carolyn Swedlund who spent the time at 
their homes. ... Janice Helzer has moved 
to California; and Betty Sailors, who is 
on leave, moved to Lincoln where her 
husband is now employed. ...We are happy 
to report Lucy Kuhlman returned to work 
following an operation. . . . February 7th, 


Jackie Craig, Jeanette Persinger, Marian 
Kowalski and Marie Pearson visited the 
York telephone office and stopped at the 
Sutton office on the return trip. . . Luetta 
Bacon and her husband spent a weekend in 
Denver visiting his sister, Evonne Wright, 
and her husband Jack. Evonne is a former 
Hastings operator... . Ruth Compton and 
her husband did some Lincoln shopping... . 
Valentine’s Day had a special meaning for 
Marion Kowalski. It was the day she re- 
ceived her diamond ring. . . . Upon hear- 
ing of several six-months leaves being 
granted, Moreane Alldritt was heard to re- 
mark, “I don’t know what’s going on, but 
I hope it isn’t catching.” . . . In signing off, 
we’d like to know what happened to our 
Coffee Pot! 
Hebron Area 
Mary Wright, Correspondent 

Norma Maschmann of tthe traffic de- 
partment had the misfortune to slip and 
fall on an icy walk, fracturing her leg. Best 
wishes to Norma for a speedy recovery... . 
Lila Keim is floating in the clouds. On 
her birthday she received a beautiful dia- 
mond ring. . . . Our chief operator, Regina 
Bethscheider, is attending the Human Re- 
lations Class in Lincoln. Margaret 
Lautenschlager, chief operator at Daven- 
port, is vacationing in California at this 
writing, and Florence Cameron is assuming 
the chief operator’s duties during her ab- 
sence. Visitors in the Hebron office 
this month were Irene Combs, traveling in- 
structor, L. P. Young and L. W. Cleveland, 
all of Lincoln. Mary Wright, our 
cashier, is absent because of illness, and 
Viola Evans is taking her place. Our thanks 
to Mrs. Evans for writing the news during 
Mary’s absence. . Bob White and his 
construction crew were working in the He- 
bron area last month. 

Stromsburg Area 
Betty Beebe, Correspondent 

On February 14, Edith Mattson, cashier 
at Stromsburg, attended the Women’s Pio- 
neer Valentine Party at David City. 
“Smick” Williams is making his usual round 
in tournament bowling, with success. 
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Superior Area 
Ann Hanson, Correspondent 


On February 24, a co-op dinner was held 
in honor of Donna Snavely and Phyllis 
Ross of the traffic department. Donna is 
presently on leave of absence, and Phyllis 
recently resigned and will be living on a 
farm. Veda Joy Parsons is proudly 
wearing a new diamond but tells us no date 
has been set for the wedding. ... Elizabeth 
Noren has been absent because of illness, 
and Bertha Scheirmeyer has been taking her 
place. . . . Boyd Imler, wire chief, has re- 
turned from a trip to Rochester, Minnesota, 
where he went through the Mayo Clinic. ... 
Ray Bise, who has been temporarily em- 
ployed at Superior for the last six months, 
has transferred to Lincoln Construction. 
He and his family plan to live in Beatrice. .. 
Boyd Imler, Dale Bollman and Jim Bauer 
are attending the voluntary Vocational 
Training Courses held at Hastings. 

Sutton Area 
Catherine Cassell, Correspondent 

The Sutton office is proud of its “New 
Look”—the result of a new interior paint 
job. ... We had four welcome visitors drop 
in to see us during February. They were 
Marie Pearson, chief operator at Hastings, 
and Service Assistants Marian Kowalski, 
Jeanette Persinger and Jackie Craig. ... 
Jack Mankamyer, area manager, and also 
a member of the Commercial Club, assisted 
in the Polio Fund Drive. 

York Area 
June Moore, Correspondent 

We welcome Kathleen Sughrue to the 
commercial department. Kathleen, who is 
our new clerk, transferred from  Traf- 
fic. . . . On January 31 the girls of the 
traffic department held a covered dish sup- 
per honoring Bessie Schultz, who is re- 


tiring. ... Our best wishes to Marvel Scott, 
who is wearing a beautiful diamond. No 
wedding date has been set... . On February 


14, Bessie Schultz, Lauretta Piper, Ada 
Shipp and Edna Pflughaupt attended the 
Pioneer valentine party held at David City. 
... John Fitzpatrick of the plant depart- 
ment has resigned to accept a position with 
a company in Omaha. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Dolores Davis, Associate Editor 


Here it is another leap year and there 
are still some available men running around. 
It seems Don Schwenke is running way 
ahead of the girls and George Mann is 
boasting that he isn’t speaking to any fe- 
male. Now we know better than that. . 
Here is a new approach for the unavail- 
able men. Ardith Wohlford’s husband went 
to Miami with the Naval Reserve for five 
weeks and poor Ardith had to sit at home 
in the cold weather Everyone was 
happy to see Pat Tindall’s desk unoccupied 
recently. It meant the days she had been 
counting until her husband’s return from 
England were finally over. For writing every 
day, Pat received a beautiful topaz ring 
from her returning spouse Enjoying 
the auto show in Omaha was Irene Stolz 
and her husband, and also Don Schwenke. 


_.. When the car belonging to Pat Tindall 
and her husband was involved in an acci- 
dent with another car in front of the build- 
ing, Diane Feldstein was so interested that 
she started to climb in a car with some- 
one else’s husband. However, she was stop- 
ped by ‘the other woman’ who said, “I think 
it’s your husband in the car back there” . 
Rosie Fahleson was recently initiated into 
a sorority. She had to obtain autographs 
from members of the police force, but 
luckily they won’t recognize her the next 
time. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


A touch of spring and the desire for the 
open road begins to strike the fancy of the 
people of our department . . Eleanor 
Grabowski journeyed to Columbus, Ne- 
braska to attend a birthday party at the 
home of her sister. Betty Biggs spent a 
recent weekend visiting friends in Sioux 
City . .. Jo Dissmeyer is proudly wearing 
a new diamond these days. The lucky man 
is A/2c Earl Texter of Westville, New 
Jersey. Jo hopped a plane and went to 
Westville to meet her future family. All 
join in wishing Jo and Earl a lifetime of 
happiness Dolores Kulla arrived one 
morning looking like she had come out 
second best in a battle. Seems Dolores 
had a couple of teeth extracted over the 
weekend and had a very unpleasant re- 
action... The girls of Elinore Wunch’s de- 
partment are up to their ears in the toll 
study. However, Lily Malecek stopped long 
enough to report her grandson’s first tooth, 
as of February 29. Irene Beights, 
Mickey Ward and Margota Lucs attended 
the wedding of Paula Hawkinson and Gene 
Hotovy in Valparaiso. The sensation of the 
event was no doubt created by Bernetta 
Ouhnoutka, a bridesmaid, when the zipper 
of her gown decided to come apart. Fortu- 
nately, the catastrophe occurred after the 
ceremony, and the picture-taking was held 
up long enough for Bernetta to make the 
necessary repairs. . . . Nina Anderson was 
made very happy by the visit home of her 
son Gene, who is stationed with the Navy 
at Sanford, Florida. Unfortunately, he was 


At the head table, the committee for the ladies’ 
pioneer party at David City are, from left: Juanita 
Schleif, Georgia Smith, Dorothy Lefler, chairman, 
Camilla Selzer, Irene Swan and Lena Conrad. 


unable to be home very long so now she 
is looking forward to that next leave... 
We are glad to be able to report that Helen 
Pickard is showing definite improvement 
following a 10-day stay in the hospital. 
Glad to have her back and hope she doesn’t 
have to leave us again for a long time... 
It’s always a pleasure to see our former 
co-workers and an always welcome visitor 
is Ann Keegan who dropped in for a few 
minutes. Ann has that very nice faculty of 
being able to literally spread sunshine where- 
ever she goes . We are thinking very 
seriously of appointing a guardian for 
Norma Somerheiser since the day she 
attempted a revolving door at Gold’s. 
Looked for a while like our little play- 
mate was going to spend the balance of 
the day going round and round. By some 
very brilliant thinking and some fast foot- 
work she figured the way out. 


e @ 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Brick Smith, whose insurance doesn’t 
cover falling aircraft, cut short his Florida 
vacation when W. W. Eden arrived there 
by plane. It was a good guess. Shortly after 
taking off for Havana, Eden’s ship de- 
veloped a bad cylinder and Bud turned 
back, thus avoiding a long swim. His trip 
to Mexico the month before must have 
been too much for the plane. Bud’s de- 
scription of the piston ring being chewed 
up bit by bit and spat out the exhaust 
brought tears to his listener’s eyes. It re- 
minds us of the story he used to tell of 
the old family horse that had an attack 
of acute indigestion and crawled all the 
way from the pasture on his hands and 
knees, begging help with his big, implor- 
ing eyes, only to die of exhaustion as he 
reached the house. Except for the repair 
bill, it was a cheap trip for Bud. When 
he wasn’t putting up at his brother’s, who 
was traveling on the gulf coast, he was 
lolling on B. C. Burden’s yacht, a 45 footer 
B.C. bought from an old man who had 
an allergy to salt water. A strange role for 
Burden, who is usually on the other end 
of money-changing deals. Who can forget 
this engineer—now captain—who cut his 
salt water teeth on that old scow he reno- 
vated in his back yard? . . . Another old- 
timer hits the news as J. L. Lyne takes 
off for a round of New York and the 
United Nations ... Nearer to home, Scout- 
master Don Christle and father Gay Hender- 
son, loaded down with tools, a tent, an 
armful of lumber and a large sign “Be 
Prepared,” entered a large downtown store 
to set up a display for Scout Week. “We 
better do this ourselves,” Henderson had 
confided to the scoutmaster, “The kids 
would goof it up.” “You're perfectly right,” 
agreed Mr. Christle. The worried clerk acted 
as though he had seen this sort of thing 
before and hastily moved merchandise to 
safer areas. “First we'll nail these pieces 
of wood together and form a base,” said 
Henderson, spreading the tent out over the 
thick rug of the display platform in the 
window, “hand me that hammer.” “Take 


~-a@f 21 fee 


In his recent visit back to the home state, Harry 
Moss stopped at Ashland where he joined forces 
with Ed Dorland, area manager, shown at left. The 
two fell victims to the camera of Charles Novak, 
manager at Ashland. 


ne 


it easy,” replied Christle, thinking back over 
many sad experiences with Boy Scout 
fathers. He resisted Gay’s pull on the ham- 
mer with a jerk. “It’s my hammer,” said 
Henderson, jerking it back. (Two jerks— 
that figures; but no offense, V.B.M.) An 
interested crowd had gathered without the 
window. Henderson nailed _ vigorously. 
‘“How’s that?” he asked proudly. It couldn’t 
have been better if Wohlberg’s boy had 
done it. The frame, tent, rug and floor 
were all one solid unit. Christle said, “I 
told you to be careful!” In fact, he kept 
saying it. The clerk scowled; the crowd 


beamed; Henderson pried... Buck Isaman’s 
son, George, is again in the news; this time 
with a marksmanship medal ... The engi- 


neers are now a divided bunch with some 
in the new building and the rest in the 
old. The Chief finally got around to separ- 
ating the sheep from the goats. The ques- 
tion is “Whicherwhich?” 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Schafer, Associate Editor 


Our gals are really getting themselves in 
a few jams. Seems Carol Wier fell down 
the basement steps into her apartment and 
Marg Whitaker was playing cards and 
eating a sandwich at the same time. Guess 
what—she tried to eat the cards. Wonder 
how they tasted. Last, but not least, our 
small town gal Marla Kutz, who is in the 
big city now, does not like the axelators 
that go up five stories in one of our de- 
partment stores, as she caught her heel in 
them. A. B. Waters has been elected to 
the Y.M.C.A. board. As this is being writ- 
ten Ruth White is at home ill and, of 
all things, she has the measles. Verna Alex- 
ander spent the weekend in Omaha visiting 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Kassik and just enjoying 
a few days away from Lincoln. She picked 
a beautiful weekend. Recent visitors have 
been Lois Meyer, Thelma Mahlman, Ruth 
Fulmer and Sheila Schabacker. 
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Charles Dickenman Turns Page A5 


Charles Dickenman, area commercial manager at Beatrice, surprised a lot 
of people on March 1 by confiding that he began his telephone career as a night 
operator. Mr. Dickenman was guest of honor at a luncheon at the Cornhusker 
where he had been called to receive his 45-year service emblem. Charles re- 
ccunted many telephone adventures since that ancient day in March 1911 when 
he first sat at the switchboard at Talmage through the long hours (12 of them) 


of the night. 


Talmage was then an exchange of the Nebraska City Telephone Company, 
later purchased by LT&T. Charley was then made exchange manager. He got 
a few hours instruction in his duties and the paper work from Al Newman, 
wire chief at Nebraska City, and thereafter was on his own. 


He succeeded admirably enough to be named manager at Syracuse in August 
1916 and manager at Tecumseh in February 1919. He made many trips back to 
Nebraska City and was successful in this quest, too, for the chief operator 
resigned her position and came to Tecumseh to take charge of the Dickenman 
household—when Charley wasn’t there, of course. 


Mr. Dickenman went to Fairbury as manager in April 1923 and moved to 
his present stand at Beatrice in February 1926. 


In the picture, clockwise about the dinner table, are: I. J. Devoe, Houghton 


Furr, Paul H. Henson, G. P. Barney, Clyde Burge, 


Walter F. Roberts, Mr. 


Dickenman, M. M. Hale, K. L. Lawson, Leland Hodge, Tyler Ryan, L. P. Young, 


C. B. Meshier and B. J. Sievers. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


News items are rather scarce, but we 
managed to gather a few that might be of 
interest. 


Custodian Department 
Paul Radebaugh, Correspondent 


Ronny Cotton took in the Auto Show 
at Omaha and discovered the new audi- 
torium was quite a large place. One of 
the lines he got in, which he thought took 
him to the ticket window, happened to be 
for some kind of a formal gathering. Ronny 
found out he was in the wrong line when he 
asked the price of the tickets, which was 
$5.00 for main floor and $2.50 for the 
balcony Dick Hansen resigned Jan- 
uary 27 and graduated from Law College 
at the University of Nebraska, February 4. 


He plans to start law practice in the near 
future. Dick was presented with a very nice 
brief case from some of his fellow workers. 
We all wish him the best of luck in his 
new field Art Drake has been con- 
fined to his home since February 6 with a 
severe cold and bronchitis. 
Service Department 
Gloria Ahl, Correspondent 

Homer “Flat-Top” Olsen wasn’t feeling 
very well when he returned to work Mon- 
day. It seems he got a hangover from mak- 
ing out his Income Tax forms over the 
weekend . .. When Rollie Wart was brag- 
ging about the latest addition to his family 
we all thought it was a new arrival. It 
was really shocking when we found out 
it was just a bright yellow station wagon. 
.. . Paul Eisenbarth and Bob Chamberlain 
should be awarded a “Booby Prize” for 
setting a record in the Ping Pong tourna- 
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ment. They were first to play and the first 
to lose ... Dorothy Schirmer attended a 
Valentine’s Day dance at East Hill’s Febr- 
uary 11. She reports she had a very nice 
time even if she did get lost . . . Donna 
DeMoulin was in to see us during the 
month. She is a former employee of the 
cable department and is now with the 
company at Hastings . . . Darlene Griffin’s 
husband underwent an operation on his 
hand at Lincoln General Hospital on Febr- 
uary 13. Although his hand is still in a 
cast, he returned to work this week... . 


C @ 
onstruction 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Those who haven’t visited the Construc- 
tion Office recently are in for a rude 
awakening. In a room that originally housed 
ten people and desks, there are now only 
four. All in all, it looks rather bare. Room 
was finally found at 15th and M for our 
four field engineers: Smith, Goldenstein, 
McCown and Eitzmann, who have officed 
here for several years. When the engi- 
neers moved, Dorothy Wise made the trip 
also and transferred to the engineering de- 
partment. We were sorry to see them leave 
but know they will be very happy in their 
new surroundings . . . George Hansen, who 
retired the first of February, has paid us 
one visit since his retirement and we ex- 
pect him to do it often. According to George, 
he has found plenty to keep him busy 
taking care of all the odd jobs Mrs. Han- 
sen had saved up for him Another 
very welcome visitor this past month was 
Harry Moss, retired construction foreman, 
now of Birchwood, Wisconsin. Harry must 
have located the “fountain of youth” up 
there in Wisconsin because he doesn’t look 
a day older than when he retired. Every- 
one certainly enjoyed his visit, and he 
should come back more often . .. And 
congratulations are in order for George 
Wasson, who recently received a_ scroll 
from Governor Anderson commissioning him 
as an Admiral in the great Navy of Ne- 
braska. George, along with seven other 
Beatricians, received this honor at Kiawanis 
Club recently in recognition of service given 
in Boy Scout work. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


Attending the Valentine party at David 
City, given by the ladies’ division of the 
Pioneer’s Association, were Georgia Smith, 
Della Wilcox, Darlene Multer, Dorothea 
Heckman, and Juanita Schlief . .. Janet 
Schultz is the happy wearer of a sparkling 
engagement ring. Donita Porter received a 
beautiful diamond, too, but your correspon- 
dent didn’t hear about it at the time. Sorry. 

. After all those enticing travel folders 
our chief operator put up on the bulletin 
board telling one to “Go south for your 
winter vacation,” it finally happened. Ver- 
letta Alexander went south! It was an 
Alexander tour down route 77 to Dallas, 
Texas! ... Wilma Drake stayed home on 
her vacation. . Lillian Baker spent her 


vacation moving to a new house. The home 
where she had lived all of her life was 
sold to make way for a new super-market. 

. Your correspondent was so stiff from 
bowling and roller skating on her vacation 
it was wonderful to come back to work and 
just sit and recuperate. ... If you girls see 
a new Chevrolet backing down the street, 
chances are it will be Bonnie Albrandt. She 
is learning how to drive and her husband 
is a firm believer in women knowing how 
to back out of long driveways! ... People 
get their pictures in the paper because they 
were born on February 29, so the least this 
department can do is make the statement 
that our Lois Meyers was a leap year 
baby. Is she the only one in the company? 


General Traffic 
Rowena Light, Associate Editor 


In Washington, D.C. recently, Lloyd 
Cleveland attended a U.S.I.T.A. meeting. 
. . . Joyann Krieger attended the Ice Ca- 
pades in Omaha Like to keep your 
feet on the ground? Lola Hetherington 
moved (fell) from second floor down to 
first last week Karen Ross stopped 
writing letters—for a reason too, her fiance 
returned from a Miami cruise . . . Recogni- 
tion to a known bridge player in our de- 
partment. Jackie Schizas, a member of 
the “Dames Club,” spends every other 
Tuesday evening with the girls playing 
cards . . . When fishing isn’t so good, no 
tall fish stories are heard. When bowling 
scores aren’t the best, no headlines are 
written. “Yours truly” wasn’t lucky enough 
at the state bowling tournament in Grand 
Island last month to win, place or show, 
but had a lot of fun spending the day with 
fellow sports enthusiasts . Conversation 
of two of our stenos proofreading names of 
Streets and their abbreviations—First Steno: 
“T’ll read the name of the street, and spell 
the abbreviation.” Second Steno: “Fine.” 
(Have you ever tried pronouncing a group 
of letters containing only a minimum of 
vowels? ) 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


Wm. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 


We are sorry that the regular meeting of 
the Club on February 23 was necessarily 
postponed because of inclement weather. It 
is hoped that word of the postponement 
reached everyone in time to save them 
inconvenience Mary M. Carroll has 
returned from a visit with her brother in 
southern California . . . Pearl Shreve was 
honored, both by the local chapter and the 
Grand Lodge of the Eastern Star for half- 
century of membership in the Order. She 
was presented with a 50-year badge and 
a_ scroll A. B. Smith returned to 
Princeton, Missouri, where he worked after 
retirement from L T & T, to attend cut- 
Over ceremonies of the exchange from 
manual to dial operation ... W. H. Spur- 
lock bid his son, Lyman, adieu on the 
latter’s transfer to Okinawa. Lyman is a 


lieutenant colonel ... Lula Kriz has been 
confined to her home at Lincoln on ac- 
count of sickness Elsewhere in this 
issue is the story of Harry Moss and his 
recent visit at the old stamping grounds. 


2nd Flcoor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Huldah Gessner, President’s “right hand 
man,” deservedly, we think, rates the recog- 
nition which is accorded her at this time. 
Thomas C. Woods and Merle M. Hale en- 
tertained at a luncheon at the Hotel Corn- 
husker on February 29 in recognition of 
Huldah’s retirement and service anniver- 
sary. The guest list included her associates 
on second floor, General Offices building; 
Grace Hauschild, Myrtle Henline, Dorothy 
Miller, and Hattie Staley, long-time friends 
of Huldah’s. In spite of the nature of the 
occasion, it was a gala affair with good 
food and fine, friendly reminiscing. It has 
been a privilege for us to be counted 
among Huldah’s friends and associates, and 
we shall miss her. We, nonetheless, are 


-happy for her to know that after many years 


of faithful and conscientious performance 
she is now going to have the time and op- 
portunity to do some of the things she 
wants to do, when she wants to do them. 
The best of good luck to Huldah from 
all of us... The varied activities of our 
Vice-President, Merle M. Hale, keep him 
on the hop. During the month of February 
he tripped to Washington, D.C. to attend 
a Grand Masters Conference and to St. 
Paul, Minnesota. As president of U.S.I.T.A., 
of course, he had to give a speech before 
the Minnesota Telephone Convention 

Marcia Watson, Cafeteria, and her family 
took advaniage of the long-looked-for spring 
weekend and went to Valentine, where they 
visited May Regler and husband. May was 
formerly employed by LT&T ... Too, 
the other girls in the Cafeteria, Reah Churc- 
hill, Mabel Pettit, and Thelma Spellman 
were recipients of a dinner at Lone Oak 
and a fine large evening ... Callers in the 
General Plant Office: Joy Dobbs, John 


Hobson, Bert Huddleston, Art Keckler, John 


os 


| She = oNs ae 


The Suggestion Com- 
mittee in session. These 
are the gentlemen who 
pass upon the suggestions 
sent in by employees for 
improvement of service, 
practices and conditions. 
Left to right: Roy A. Carl- 
son, Engineering; R. B. 
Hobson, Traffic; Walter 
Roberts, chairman; Max 
C. Walker, Plant; B. J. 
Sievers, Accounting; and 
Tyler Ryan, Commercial. 
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McKinzie, Harry Moss of Birchwood, Wis- 
consin, Herbert Potter, Leon Stacy, Ernie 
Wedgwood, and “Doc” Wilson. We all were 
so happy to see them... 


Supply 
By Sylvia Hoaglin 

Our 1956’s first was Joe Krhounek’s va- 
cation. He visited for a week in Belleville 
and Cuba, Kansas Frank Hendrix is 
now at home convalescing from surgery. 
We all wish him a speedy recovery and a 
quick return to work where his cheerful 
telephone voice is missed . . . Shirley Fol- 
som’s dream of a new home finally came 
true. The Folsom family moved into their 
newly constructed home the first of the 
month . . . New automobiles! Bill Rosen- 
thal changed Buicks; Axel Berglund has 
a new Mercury; Charles Shuler, a ‘56 “88” 
Olds; and Charlie Hansen purchased his 
first automobile, a Sun Valley hard top 
Mercury Russell Rauch is relaxing 
after all the excitement of a proud father 
at the wedding of his daughter Karen to 
Tom Harrington of York County on Jan- 
uary 20 at the Calvary E.U.B. Church. 
Karen has worked part time in the Supply 
and Accounting Departments, and in the 
Cooperative Credit Association’s office... 
Ens. Sanford H. Nelson, on military leave, 
writes from Sangley Point, Philippines, that 
Uncle Sam’s Navy is keeping him as busy 
as anyone wants to be. He sent a copy 
of the Canacao Clipper, the Post news- 
paper. It’s good to see how well our ab- 
sentees and their families are provided for 
while away from their homeland. Some 
column headings in the paper give a glimpse 
of what goes on; such as, “Bowling League 
Schedule,” “Little League Baseball,’ “‘Soft- 
ball Schedule,” “Golf Tournament,” “Model 
Plane Winners,” “Library Labels,” “Red 
Cross Report,” “Movie Reel Viewers,” and 
“Divine Services.” A week’s menu for 
one club shows some interesting items, like 
bear claws, and snails—and for breakfast 
too—at 5:30 A.M. It was good to hear from 
Sanford. Hope he gets to see and do ali 
the things that make for a wonderful time 
in the Islands. 
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ween 


Lincoln 


Howard Spahnle, eastern district manager, lived 


through some trying moments one afternoon as he 


attempted to back into a parallel parking stall in Paula Hawkinson, Accounting, had a very nice wedding, although elephone 
front of the office door - against the five o'clock Bridesmaid Bernetta Ohnoutka, of the same department, almost stole ee Bee 
traffic. He might have done it, too, if he hadn't the show from the participants. The zipper of Bernetta's formal SoS 
killed the motor just as the general office was Came apart and she had to free both hands to hold it together. A A 
spilling out its people at the end of the day. Most temporary repair job with the aid of safety pins allowed her to / 
of them gathered at the curb to shout advice and return and pose for the wedding pictures after the ceremony. CWS : i : 
banter. Howard's passengers, George Barney ‘and i : 
George Keith, didn't help the situation with the oS SF oe 
suggestions they had to offer. Sn poy 
re ee a 
GEE, THANKS BUD, I’M JUST DONT CHEW IT SIS - oo 
'™M GLAD | MADE # WIRING “1 1( CRAVING A PIECE OF GUM! I'M TELLING YOU PL 7 9 A 6 ise 
PLAN NOW | UNDERSTAND te DON'T CHEW if: P L 


IT PERFECTLY ! 


Marge Tvrz, Accounting, had a narrow escape the other night 
when her brother showed her a small white ball. Thinking it 
was a piece of gum, she started to pop it into her mouth when 
Little Brother came to the rescue. "That's not gum," he 


ial, wanted to install a : 
Ken Boshart, General Commerc ’ gaya, Ete = Wey eheoe eae ts 


switch in his basement. He sought advice from all and. 
sundry, including the chief engineer. Armed with the 
assurance that it would be easy, he went home and wired 
it in. Trouble was that he connected it straight across OM: 
the line. While it was off the lights burned merrily, C fn OH No - THEY 
which wasn't according to plan. So he turned it on... : rar CAN‘T BE! 
and every light in the house went out. Happily, Ken ‘Ae. 
found the trouble before he set fire to the place. 
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Lydia McGuire, Crete Traffic, favors special] dishes for special 

days. So, on Washington's birthday she decided to bake a cherry 
Sally Grabowski, Accounting, survived the ice and sleet pie for her family. She drained and mixed two cans of cherries 
of the long winter without incident, only to fall victim -~so she thought--but later discovered that one can contained 
of the polished office floor as she rounded a corner red kidney beans. It was quite a task to separate the beans 
with too much speed. It was quite a thud, but Sally had from the cherries, but the happy ending - delicious cherry pies. 
no other injuries other than to her dignity. 


The new Ashland building will face east on 
a one-story structure, 26 feet wide and 70 fee 
tion faced in dark red rancho type brick. 


This picture, taken from in front of the present Ashland office, shows 
the proximity of the lot on which the new building will be erected. In the 
new building will be the commercial and plant maintenance offices, dial 
switching eauipment, and garage facilities for two vehicles. 


The land purchased east of Lincoln is located 533 feet south of the 
O Street center line on the east side of 84th Street. The Lincoln-Kansas 
City toll lead wili be rerouted to terminate in a toll repeater station at 
this point, from whence the circuits will be carried into Lincoln by toll cable. 
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Looking west, toward Lincoln, from the 84th and O property, one 
sees the far expanse of open country that may some day be engulfed 
by streets and houses of growing Lincoln. Veterans Hospital is on the 
horizon, a mile away. The capitol tower has faded into the haze of 


five miles distance. 
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15th Street. It is to be 
t long, of masonry construc- 


And Away We Gol” 


LIST embarks on a ferrifory-wide building program fo 
expand and modernize facilities for serving its present 
and future customers. 


With the recent purchase by the company of several 
lots and properties, a definite building boom has been set 
into motion. This will include new telephone central office 
buildings at Ashland and Wahoo; a motor vehicle storage 
and service building at 21st and L, Lincoln; and 13 com- 
munity dial exchange buildings to be located at Tamora, 
McCool, Clay Center, Carleton, Ohiowa, Pickrell, Bellwood, 


Colon, Greenwood, Bennet, Panama, Dunbar and Brownville 


Looking toward the future, a plot of ground, 299 by 200 


feet, has been purchased near 84th and O, Lincoln. as the 


possible site of an exchange building, but more immediately 
as the terminal point for the southeast open wire tol] entrance 


Initially a toll repeater station will be built at this point 


A major undertaking is in progress at “6” Office 49th 
and Huntington, Lincoln, where an addition to the rear of 
the present building will enable the exchange to serye 20,000 


telephones; or about double its present Capacity, 
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On its way up is an addition to the “6” Office in Northeast Lincol 
coln 


which has stretched its limit to provide service to the ny 

as : me : 
developments in that area. The new addition will house equipment ee 
of doubling the capacity of the exchange by using the new prefix vite u 
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The property adjacent to the Wahoo telephone building has been 
purchased for the erection of a dial central office building. 


Added to these is the rapid shaping of the Beatrice 
building, which is now fully “weatherized,” or enclosed. 
The lower floor is taking on a finished air, with most of the 
rancho facing brick already laid in this section. 


All of which has caused a heavy work load to descend 
on one of the company’s newest sub-departments—the build- 
ing design engineering section, which was created last 
October as a specialized segment of the engineering depart- 
ment. The section is under the supervision of W. W. (Bud) 
Eden, and Chief Engineer Henson is quite proud of the 
record of Bud and his crew in their first six months of 
operation as a separate unit. The section develops and draws 
all building plans, writes specifications and supervises con- 
struction. Needless to say, they are busy people at the 
present time. 


Work on the Ashland building is to begin immediately 
and should be completed this fall, The “6” Office should 
be ready to receive equipment this fall. It will then become 
the “6-8” Office, for with the supply of “6” numbers almost 
exhausted, the prefix “8” will be brought into use. The 
Wahoo building is scheduled for erection during 1957. The 
new motor vehicle building, a single-floor structure, may be 
completed yet this year. 


The 13 new CDO buildings are scheduled for completion 
within 60 to 90 days. Those at Tamora, Pickrell, Dunbar 
and Brownville already are in the process of erection. The 
new exchanges at Tamora, Carleton, Ohiowa, Pickrell, 
Bennet and Dunbar will represent conversions from manual 
to dial operation. The one at Greenwood will be an entirely 
new exchange, the town now being served from Waverly. 


The new Beatrice building 
will be first in our company to 
provide customers with a drive- 
in’ payment window (shown 
here). The exterior design of 
the lower floor has already 
taken form. The facing is of 
rancho red brick. 
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Looking down on the warehouse and vicinity at 21st & L, Lincoln. 
Enclosed area No. 1 shows the building and adjacent properties; No. 2 
outlines the area recently bought and cleared for employee parking; No. 3 
circumscribes the properties purchased for the erection of the proposed 
motor vehicle storage and service building. 
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Typical community dial office building such as are being built in 
13 towns throughout the territory. The offices are unattended but have 
thermostatic controlled heat during winter months to prevent batteries 
from freezing. 
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The Beatrice building as it appeared the first 


of April. Good working 
progress made 


in all phases of its construction. 


40-45 Year Service Birthdays—E. Pluribus Unum! 


= 


At the testimonial dinner of March 26. Honored guests Peachman, Strasser and Barney stand at 
the head of the table beside President Thomas C. Woods and Vice President M. M. Hale. Other guests, 
clockwise around the table, are: Kent Eno, Ernie Royce, Russell Rauch, Phil Garvey, I. J. Devoe, L. P. 
Young, H. W. Spahnile, A. W. Holcomb, K. L. Lawson, Paul H. Henson, John Spady, Ivan Paddack, 
A. C. King, Otis Clark, C. F. Peachman, John Reed, Max C. Walker, Clyde Burge, Charles Meshier 


and Walter F. Roberts. 


The ides of March signaled an out- 
break of anniversary rash near the head 
of the seniority list. With two of the 
rare 40-year service birthdays and a 
rarer 45-year anniversary falling within 
a few days of each other, the customary 
individual pin presentation ceremonies 
were combined into one noonday party 
at the Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, on 
March 26. 

The honored guests were F. M. 
Strasser, supervisor of supplies, who 
passed his 45th year as a telephone man 
on April 1; George P. Barney, general 
plant superintendent, who turned his 
40th service year on March 19; and 
Henry G, Peachman, chief toll testman, 
who became eligible for his 40-year pin 
on March 26. 

M. M. Hale, vice president, led an 
informal caucus in which each honored 
guest recalled highlights of his long 
career. Thomas C. Woods, president, 
attended the presentation of the dia- 
mond set emblems. 


Fred M. Strasser 


This young man did not get off to an 
auspicious start that first day of April, 
1911. when he cleaned out the office of 
the York County Telephone Company 
at the end of the day. He cleaned it 
thoroughly, dumping the contents of all 
wastebaskets he could find. One of 
them, it happened, contained important 
papers and files of the company presi- 
dent. J. M. Bell, who had original ideas 
of a live filing system where he could 


find any document at a moment’s notice. 
That wastebasket was his “current file,” 
and Fred spent anxious hours next day 
finding its contents amid the heap of 
rubbish. After that Fred did real well. 
He became a combinationman at York 
in August 1912 and a testman in May 
1913. He moved to David City in Sep- 
tember of that year and shortly was 
named wire chief. Three years later he 
was appointed manager and was here 
when he joined the Army in August 
1918. He returned as manager at Uni- 
versity Place in February 1919 and in 
September of the same year he came to 
the general office as cost clerk. He 
joined the engineering department as 
estimate clerk in May 1921 and in Feb- 
ruary 1923 was promoted to cost en- 
gineer. Mr. Strasser’s appointment as 
supervisor of supplies came in January 
1929, 
George P. Barney 

After a prolonged attack on the hard- 

packed earth under an elm tree where 


Mr. Barney was assigned his first tele- 
phone job of digging a pole hole, he was 
almost ready to give up in lathered ex- 
haustion when a kindly foreman lent a 
hand and showed him it was easy if the 
shovel was handled with dexterity. It 
made quite an impression, and since that 
day George has worked in nearly every 
job and phase, nook and cranny, of the 
plant department. He has found few 
assignments tougher than the digging 
of that first hole. He joined the store- 
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room forces as helper and became re- 
ceiving clerk, shopman and storekeeper. 
He turned combinationman in 1919 and 
testboardman in 1922. He soon entered 
the switchroom and was named office 
foreman at University Place in 1925. 
Fle came to the warehouse as assistant 
ceneral storexeeper in 1927 and to Gen- 
eral Plant as chief clerk in 1939. His 
appointment as assistant to the general 
plant superintendent was in 1941 and in 
May 1954 he succeeded J. A. McKinzie 
as general plant superintendent. 
Henry G. Peachman 
Mr. Peachman also confessed to a 
vivid recollection of his first day with 
LT&T, when he was ushered into the 
toll test room by C, F. “Doc” Blodgett, 
toll wire chief, and shown the maze of 
equipment and interconnecting cords. 
They didn’t make much sense to Henry 
at the time, but that situation was soon 
corrected and he was a first-rate testman 
when he donned Navy Blues in October 
1917. He returned from service to his 
toll test job in June 1919 and has been 
a valued member of that department 
ever since. Forewarnings of the ap- 
proaching technical age were first felt 
here. With the advent of the teletype- 
writer, Henry was sent away to school 
to learn the intricacies of its operation. 
There were repeater classes and carrier 
chools and later the microwave was 
piped down to its monitoring panel be- 
side the toll testboard. Henry has had a 
continual round of education in new 
and startling fields during his entire 40 
years of employment. His tenure of 
office as chief toll testman dates from 
October 1931. 


President Thomas C. Woods, at right, presenting 
George P. Barney, general plant superintendent, 
with his 40-year emblem while Messrs. Peachman 
and Strasser look on. It was not so long ago that 
a 40-year anniversary was unheard of in our 
company. Lately they have been occurring in in- 
creasing tempo among men and women who began 
working with LT&T when the company was young, 


Where Credit Is Due 


Each year at State Basketball Tour- 
nament time LT&T is faced with the re- 
sponsibility of providing outlet facilities 
for the broadcasting of various games 
over radio stations scattered through- 
out the state. The receipt of orders 
and initial arrangements fall within the 
scope of operations of L. P. Schlentz, 
special services supervisor of General 
Commercial. 

When teams have won their way 
through the district and regional tour- 
naments and qualify for an appearance 
in the championship tournament at Lin- 
coln, hometown radio stations apply to 
the University for authority to broad- 
cast and for press box space, then con- 
tact their local telephone companies 
for transmission facilities to the local 
station. These stations are usually lo- 
cated outside LT&T territory and the 
majority of the orders come to us 
through Northwestern Bell headquar- 
ters at Omaha. 


The orders contain many whereases 
and furthermores; for the stations are 
interested in broadcasting only if their 
favorite team continues to win in the 
tournament. The time of broadcast can- 
not be established until after the draw- 
ings and successive orders become 
effective only if the local team Wins. 
The problem calls for close unity and 
cooperation between Mr. Schlentz, 
Ralph Connors and his installation 
crew, and Charles Peachman and his 
men of Toll Test, who set up the circuits 
just before game time. There are ample 
opportunities for some embarrassing 
errors—and loss of revenue. 


The fact that our several departments 
perform year after year, setting uP 
these circuits in almost flawless Man- 
ner, means that we are seldom faced 
with a complaint on our services from 
the coliseum, but sad to say, it took 
the following letter from John Bent- 
ley, sports news director of the Univer- 
sity, to remind the News that it has 
been remiss in the past in giving our 
folk the annual credit they deserve. 
The letter was addressed to M. M. Hale, 
vice president, and we quote: 


Dear Merle: 


Get a firm grip on your chair! | want to 


salute your Ralph Connors and the installation 
crew which handled the 13 radio stations calling 
the state tournament games. They did 4 magnifi- 
cent job. Ralph had the press facilities charted 
so well in advance that we did not catch a 
single gripe. That, sir, is a record which is more 
important to me than the scoring and attendance 
marks which also fell. We want you to know 
we appreciate the fine cooperation we get from 
Lee Schientz and all your crew that comes Up 
here during the football and basketball season. 

/s/ John Bentley 

Sports News Director 


Much Ink, We Think. 


More than 168 tons of ink are used 
each year in printing the New York 
City telephone directories. 


oavere 


Now here is a man with a knotty 
problem. It can be seen that he has gone 
too far with the job to turn back, but 
how to proceed is the question of the 
moment the picture was snapped. The 
man is Walter Stewart, equipment fore- 
man; the locale is the office of First 
Trust Company at Lincoln where the 
customers’ counter has been moved 
seven feet to the west, while a section 
of the counter which serves as a tele- 
phone terminal cabinet has been left 
behind. In order for it to be moved, 
the floor must be torn up and 23 con- 
duits extended, recabled and rewired. 
From a standing start at noon on Sat- 
urday, March 3, a crew composed of 
Robert Blackford, Robert Swanson, 
John Shipp, Dean Jones, V. P. Spears 
and Ray Zimmerman worked in shifts 
around the clock until three o'clock 
Sunday afternoon before the deed was 


A Dilemma, With a Single Horn 


done. They had help from Cablemen 
Don Williams and Harvey Gesch who 
spliced in the extra lengths of cable; 
and Assenmacher Construction Com- 
pany personnel who tended the building 
repair. The participants agreed that the 
job presented one of the most interest- 
ing telephone problems of their expert- 
ence. First Trust was pleased, too, as 
may be guessed from the following let- 
ter, written the next Monday morning 
by Clarence E. Hinds, vice president of 
the firm. It was addressed to P. H. 
Henson, chief engineer, and we quote: 

“T would like to take this opportunity 
to thank your organization for your 
cooperation in the moving of our tele- 
phone facilities last weekend. Your 
men worked with a thoroughness and 
dispatch that made it possible for the 
job to be completed in record time. 
Thanks to all the men in your organiza- 


tion that made possible this move with 
so little inconvenience.” 


New City PABX at Hastings 


Installation of a new PABX system to 
serve most of the Hastings city offices 
and utilities was completed and cut into 
service March 15. Thirty extensions 
are now being served by the new sys- 
tem. Retaining separate telephone num- 
bers are the police and fire departments, 
library, auditorium and museum, Hav- 
ing a hand in the installation and con- 
version were Floyd Crewdson, R. M. 
Drake, H. W. Tubbs, B. C. Macholan 
and D. R. Joynt, all of Hastings plant. 
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Know What Io Do... 


_ if a car suddenly appears traveling 
from the opposite direction and heads 
toward you on the wrong side of the 
road? This situation occurs in about 
nine out of every 100 fatal accidents. 
If it should happen to you, prompt and 
correct action can prevent a collision. 
1} act fast and pull 

first of all 
alert the 


Obviously you shoulc 
to the side of the road, but 
remember to blow your horn to 
other driver's lagging attention. 


K. L. Lawson Elected President 
Of Nebraska Telephone Assn. 


The fifty-sixth annual convention of 
the Nebraska Telephone Association 
was held on schedule at the Paxton 
Hotel, Omaha, on April 3 and 4. High- 
light of the convention from the LT&T 
viewpoint was the election of its general 
commercial superintendent, K. L. Law- 
son, to the presidency of the Associa- 
tion for the coming year. Mr. Lawson 
has served on many committees of the 
N.T.A. in years past and has been a 
member of the board of directors since 
1954. He succeeds Pat J. Carey of 
Petersburg. 

The election was held on the after- 
noon of April 4, following the adjourn- 
ment of the convention. 

Other LT&T participation in the 
convention program included the ap- 
pearance of Paul H. Henson, chief engi- 
neer, before the general session in an 
address, “Practical Approaches to Toll 
Dialing,” and a goodly delegation to the 
joint Pioneer luncheon sponsored by the 
Casper E. Yost and the Frank H. Woods 
chapters of pioneer telephone em- 


ployees. 


Primer on Primaries 


Nebraska’s ‘Presidential Primary” election will 
be May 15. You may have friends and neighbors 
who have no idea what a primary is all about— 
and you‘ll do them a favor if you’ll bring 
yourself up to date with this information and 
pass it along to them. Thanks to the American 
Heritage Foundation for much of the data fur- 
nished below. 


What is a primary? 


It is a preliminary election in which 
voters make their choices of the people 
who will be nominated for public office 
and then elected (or not) by the voters 
in the general election which follows 
the primary by some weeks or months. 
In Nebraska, primaries are party elec- 
tions in which the voter selects from all 
the candidates of the party of his choice, 
the nominees who will be the standard- 
bearers of the party in the general 
election. 


Why is a primary? 

Primaries were started in this coun- 
try to let everyone have more say in 
the choice of candidates for public 
office. 

In the early days many candidates 
were chosen solely by political party 
“egucuses” or small meetings which 
might easily be dominated by one man 
a close-knit political party faction. 
To overcome this, parties began to 
hold party conventions, but even here 
the delegates were subject to internal 
pressures and often had no clear- 


or 


party 


cut direction as to the candidates really 
preferred by the people at home whom 
they were supposed to represent. 


About 50 years ago, a wide movement 
started to spread over the country 
to remedy this situation. Today, the 
primary election for nominating candi- 
dates for office or as delegates to 
national political conventions is used in 
some form in all states. 

This means that when you vote in a 
primary you’re having your say in who 
runs for office as well as who is elected 
to office. Turning out to vote in the 
primary is a good way to make sure 
nobody else will do it for you. 


Where are the primaries held? 

In the same voting place where you 
vote in the general election. A primary 
election uses the same election facilities, 
machinery, regulations and safeguards 
as a general election and the results 
are just as “official.” 


Who can vote in the primaries? 


In general, every registered voter | 


may mark his primary ballot. That’s 
why registration is so important in this 
“hot” election year. In Lincoln, regis- 
tration for the primary election closes 
on May 4; for the general election, 
registration closes October 26. Get your 
name in the book. It takes only a few 
minutes to join your friends and neigh- 
bors on this Roll of Honor. 


Toll Calls Dialed At Auburn 


Auburn joined the national operator 
toll dialing system at 10 p.m. March 
17 when George Damon threw the 
switches and made the cutover. Auburn 
subscribers now have a Long Lines out- 
let direct to Omaha. Irene Combs, 
traveling instructor, was in charge of 
Operator training for the new order of 
handling toll calls. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 
The following claims were paid by the 
Telephone Employees Mutual Benefit 


Association during March 1956: 


Primary members: L. P. Young, General 
Traffic, $50.00; Harriette Wynn, Plattsmouth 
Pensioner, $482.00; Elmer Neujahr, Syracuse 
Non-Functional, $158.85; Donald C. Gilmore, 
Beatrice Plant, $12.50; LeAnne Schmidt, Hast- 
ings Traffic, $15.00; Evelyn R. Theesen, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $6.00; H. G. Ewerth, Supply, 
$12.00; Margie Grewel, Exeter Pensioner, 
$10.00; R. J. Donaldson, Supply, $105.15; Agnes 
M. Nelson, Lincoln Traffic, $22.50; Charles C. 
Minich, York Plant, $206.85; Elsie M. Andrews, 
General Traffic, $27.50; H. E. Butler, Ashland 
Plant, $15.00; Addalene Christian, Lincoln 
Traffic, $12.50; Laura Sires, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$389.50; Lavina McElroy, Wilber Commercial, 
$397.00; Sophia Windels, Syracuse Traffic, 
$23.50; G. D. Brock, Crete, Non-Functional, 
$452.50; Charles F. Shuler, Supply, $15.00; 
Gwendolyn Albers, Hastings Traffic, $10.00; 
Alex W. Schneider, Construction, $23.55; J. L. 
Baxter, Sr., Service, $10.00; W. B. Imler, 
Superior Plant, $40.00; Ted Ray, Beatrice 
Non-Functional, $20.00; W. M. Sherman, Lin- 
coln Commercial, $10.00; Alma Konvalin, 
Superior Traffic, $12.50; L. A. Stacy, Lincoln 
Pensioner, $20.00; Agnes Gustafson, Osceola 
Pensioner, $351.00; C. W. Helm, Lincoln Dis- 
trict Plant, $66.50; Zelda M. Edwards, Wymore 
Traffic, $407.00; L. J. Powell, Lincoln Commer- 
cial, $239.75; R. C. Boling, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$20.00; William P. Barry, Osceola Plant, $40.00; 
Marvin K. Welsh, Nebraska City Construction, 
$12.00; Gladys A. Stiers, Geneva Traffic, $25.00; 
Pauline E. Reckard, Plattsmouth Traffic, 
$20.75; Vernon Wigent, Construction, $7.50. 


Dependents: Mrs. G. E. Carter, Lincoln, 
$6.00; Carrie S. Wart, Lincoln, $8.00; Mrs. R. 
L. Wenzel, Lincoln, $20.00; Ronald Trouba, 
Lincoln, $12.50; Robert Hawkins, Lincoln, 
$12.50; Mrs. D. D. Smith, Lincoln, $12.50; Mrs. 
J. G. VanNordheim, Hastings, $142.00; Laura 
S. King, Lincoln, $7.00; Dale I. Merrill, Lin- 
coln, $86.00; Mrs. R. L. Hohnstein, Lincoln, 
$417.25; Mrs. C. A. Eggerss, Lincoln, $12.50; 
Lonnie Husing, Sterling, $7.50; Mrs. E. O. 
Wait, Lincoln, $420.45; Mrs. David Guthrie, 
Lincoln, $10.00; Mrs. O. G. Hoffman, Lincoln, 
$5.00; Kenneth Dill, David City, $10.00; Mrs. 
Dean Nelson, Lincoln, $46.35; Alyce Shellen- 
berg, Lincoln, $25.00; Mrs. J. A. Dobbs, Lin- 
coln, $60.25; Mrs. H. W. Cane, Lincoln, $10.00; 
Mrs. J. J. Eisenbarth, Lincoln, $10.00; Mrs. 
H. M. Studier, Lincoln, $15.00; Shelley Bauer, 
Lincoln, $12.50; Mrs. D. W. Utterson, Lincoln, 
$10.00; Mrs. R. H. Greb, Lincoln, $402.50. 


The Beatrice plant force lined up for their picture in June 1915. The result was the historical 
photograph shown above. Several of the group are well remembered among present LT&T ranks. 
Left to right: H. A. (Ike) Seamark, Dan Higgins, Frank Walter, P. Crowder, J. East, Claude L. Walker, 


N. Bell, S. J. (Sam) Jackson and F. Davis. 
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the ? box 


Employees are invited to submit 
questions concerning matters of com- 
pany operation, organization, finances, 
policies and practices for publication in 
this column. The answers will be writ- 
ten by qualified management person- 
nel. The questions are to be addressed 
to M. M. Hale, vice president, and need 
not be signed; although the employee’s 
exchange and department should be 
identified. They may be sent to Mr. 
Hale through company mail. 


Q. Can you settle a dinner-table discussion 
concerning station-to-station calls. It is 
my notion that if a young child, baby 
sitter, night watchman, incoherent per- 
son, etc., were encountered on a sta- 
tion-to-station call that it would not be 
classed as completed. Is this so? 


A. On a station-to-station call, if the per- 
son answering refuses to talk or is not 
qualified to talk; for example, if it is 
someone who cannot or will not take 
aq message Or answer questions, such 
as a young child or a workman tem- 
porarily on the premises, consider this 
a ‘DA’ condition and cancel the call 
Or try again later, according to the 
calling party’s wishes. However, since 
many station-to-station calls are now 
timed on signal, the operator may not 
be aware of such a condition unless 
the customer reports it to her. 


Q. I'd like the answers to several questions 
concerning the Lincoln Telephone Em- 
ployees Co-operative Credit Association. 
How are shares determined? 

A. Shares are determined by rules or laws 
of the State Banking Department gov- 
erning co-operative credit associations. 
One of the conditions shall be that no 
One may become a member of the Asso- 
ciation until at least one share of stock 
has been fully paid for and a share 
certificate issued to be known as a 


qualifying share. 

Q. Does the deposit amount have to be a 
certain amount before you can have 
shares? 

A. No. You must have a share before you 

can be a depositor. You must have 
a share for each deposit of $100 or 
fraction thereof. You may buy a share 
for the purpose of becoming a member 
and not make any further deposit if 
you desire. 

. What is a share worth? 

A share is worth $10. 

When a certain amount is deducted 

from each pay check how often should 

the credit book be brought up to date? 

A. Pass books should be sent in for post- 
ing about every three months. They 
should be sent to the Co-Op Credit 
Association Office, Room 213; 1342 M 
Street. 

Q. How often is interest paid? 

A. Interest is figured on deposits every 
six months. Dividends are figured on 
shares once each year on December 31. 

Q. Are interest and dividends added to 
the denosit? 

Yes. They are added to the deposit ex- 
cept in cases of a maximum deposit in 
which case checks are sent out to the 
member for the amount of interest 
and dividends earned. 

What is the maximum amount of shares 
each member can have? 

A member cannot have over $2,500 on 
deposit. This is usually in the proper 
proportion of $230 in shares and $2,- 
270 in deposits. A member may have 
the entire amount in shares if he de- 
sires, but must have at least $230 in 
shares for a $2,270 deposit, or a total 
of $2,500. 

Q. In short, I‘d like a good explanation of 
the Credit Association and its policies. 

A. The best way to get a full explanation 
is to read the bylaws of the Associa- 
tion, a copy of which was sent to each 
employee within the last year. New 
employees receive their copies from 
their supervisor in the Induction Pro- 
gram. Anyone not having a copy may 
get one from the Personnel Office. 
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HAPPINESS 
AHEAD ji 


The marriage of Eleanor Rademacher, 
Beatrice Traffic, and Vernon Klaus was an 
event of March 11 at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church. 

Lillian B. Schafer and Walter R. Sowers 
were married March 11 in a ceremony at 
Zion Congregational Church in Lincoln. 
Lillian is employed in Lincoln Commercial. 

Francisca Quinn and Frank Parrott were 
united in marriage March 17 in the Congre- 
gational Church at Wahoo. Francisca was a 
member of Wahoo Traffic. 

Dorothy Dull, Lincoln Traffic, became the 
bride of Robert Bell on March 25 in Lincoln. 


"Welcome to LI&T’’ 


Accounting 
Cleo L. Hartman............ NMGEN: OGKE cxntavacuc 3-20 
Ramona M. Johnson...... PAGE, ODES cccecccts ceed 3-12 
Commercial 
Shirley J. Niemann........ Clerk, Seward ............ 3- | 
Plant 
William J. Dalton.......... Janitor, Lincoln .......... 3- § 
Ronald D. Hoffman....... Groundman, Lincoln ....3-21 
Edward Krantz .............. JONITOr, LIREGIN: 21.220. 3-14 
Theodore Leitschuck...... Groundman, Beatrice....2-2] 
Edward F. Maupins........ Groundman, Lincoln ....3-12 
Francis M. Moore.......... Janitor, Lincoln .......... 3- 9 
Lyndall A. Scott............ Groundman, Lincoln ....3-12 
Richard D. Wroughton -Groundman, Lincoln ....3- 5 
Traffic 
Shirley J. Baker 
(RE-EMP) ..sdccssskseziss Operator, Beatrice ......3- 6 
Mildred M. Black........Operator, Beatrice | ....2-27 


Verna E. Dienstbier......Operator, Beatrice | ....2-27 
Marjorie E Donovan......Operator, Ashland ..... 3-15 
Geraldine J. Gamet...... Operator, Hastings ..... 3- 5 
Ruth J. Godbey..... ...Operator, Plattsmouth..2-27 
Emily J. Meyer 


(Re-emp.) .....Operator, Hastings ..... 3- 5 
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Gay Henderson receives the championship 
trophy from Bob Stall, following a narrow victory 
over Charles Connors, at right. 


Table Tennis Champs 


The final matches of the tournament 
and the crowning of table tennis cham- 
pions came on March 22 in the general 
office club rooms. The title matches 
were spirited affairs, all of them going 
the limit of three games and with the 
championship hinging on the last 
fiercely contested points. 

The singles trophy was won by Gay 
Henderson, Engineering, who defeated 
Charles Connors of the same depart- 
ment. Both finalists are stylists with a 
wide variety of shots. Gay was cast 
this year in the favorite’s role, and 
fought his way to the finals by eliminat- 
ing former champion Bob Clifford in 
the semi-final match. Connors also is a 
former tournament winner. 

The doubles trophy reverted to the 
Bob Clifford-Carl Ahl combination who 
won their first doubles tournament a 
score of years ago and have repeated 
almost annually since then. Last year 
they bowed out in the finals to the 
Gay Henderson-Bob Stall team. This 
year their finals opponents were John 
Findley and Don Smith. 

A field of 17 hopefuls contested for 
the singles trophy while 10 teams were 
entered in the doubles tournament. 


Don Smith and John Findley, at left, forced 
Carl Ahl and Bob Clifford to reach far into their 
bag of tricks to regain the doubles championship. 


Then Came the Deluge . . . 


—as 54 employee sales leaders flock into the 


In the flurry of a month’s merchandising activities ending March 23, 
fifty-four additional memberships were earned in the “Four ‘56 Club.’’ Ten 
of them already had appeared on former membership rolls. They are listed 
below, with service stars to indicate the number of Club Quotos each had 


attained. 


kkk kkk = =Merl Sherman, Lincoln—26 
Kkikkkk «€=6CE. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth—16 
xk J. Dewev Lewis, Lincolh—14 
Mae Meduna, Wahoo—12 
*x* Velma Bock, Geneva—11 
Gene Kalkwarf, Lincoln—10 
Merle Lohmeier, Lincoln—10 
Loal A. Genrich, Beatrice—9 
Grace Heial, Plattsmouth—9 
Karen Speckmann, Wahoo—9 


And now, we introduce the month’s new members. Their identifica- 
tion is followed by a number which indicates their credited sales to 
March 23. 


LY SPD 
H. W. Armagost 
David City—4 


*%x*x Ruth White 
Lincoln—10 


R. H. Fischer 
Milford—7 


Ben Docekal 
David City—4 


wnt nae cromare 


4 


*%&*&x Thelma Tritsch 


_ F. Svoboda 
M. M Plattsmouth—8 


Seward—4 


A. C. King 
Lincoln—4 


W. D. Quinn 
Lincoln—é6 


*xJerry Schrepf 
Lincoln—8 


nee 


H. E. Butler Oo. B. Dill 


Ashland—5 


E P. Canarsky 
W ahoo—4 


W ahoo—4 


Inez Olsen 
Wahoo—4 


G. C. Shipley 
Seward—4 


F. D. Nichelson 
W ahoo—4 


L. H. Lane 
W. Water—4 


wk*F. M. Crewdson 
Hastings—8 


Anna Mae Caldwell 
Hastings—4 


A. C. Andres 
Stromsburg—5 


A. L. Ackermann 
Fairmont—7 
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tr*J. Dudgeon 
Hastings—13 


R. F. Glenn 
York—4 


M. L. Pilfold 
Hastings—7 


E. A. Moorhead 
Clay Center—4 


L. C. Williams 
Stromsburg—4 


*x*G. L. Caley 
Fairbury—9 
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**G. W. Heikes 
Beatrice—11 


Sales Shorts 


The tabulation of March 23 noted 
that 309 employees had turned in 1716 
service requests amounting to $16,295 
in annual revenue First area to 
have all its employees as members of 
the Four °56 Club is Stromsburg, 
where Ralph Wait and his band worked 
hard for the honor and finished the 


job during March As expected, 


M. L. Hodge 
Beatrice—4 


ft 


a 


Frank Kubat 
Superior—4 


Jim Hatfield 
Stromsburg—6 


D. E. Webb 
Hastings—7 


Beatrice Rohrer 
Hastings—4 


Don Gilmore 
Beatrice—5 


Geo. Eggleston 
Pawnee City—4 


**C. H. Kermoade 
Western—8 


a 


H. W. Spahnle received immediate ac- 
ceptance to his challenge printed in last 
month’s News. John Spady’s letter was 
to the point: “It seems I do remember 
some extreme optimist offering a chal- 
lenge once before—so outrageous that 
the final results were never published. 
We will, of course, accept your more 
recent challenge, and any others that 
someone may have.” Thus guoth Mr. 
Spady of Western District . . . Clyde 
Burge, of Southern District was sym- 
pathetic, “It is with a sense of deep 


*x*xA. E. Stansbury 


Edith Mattson 
Stromsburg—S5 


J. H. Mankamyer 
Sutton—4 


eH. O. Wentink 
Hastings—9 


E. H. Wellman 
Hebron—4 


Paul Guelker 


Marcia Godfrey peace 6 


Beatrice—6 


wes. E- Turner 
Beatrice—9 Beatrice—8 
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regret,” he wrote, “that we 
you seem to have inherited the 
of bragging. If you will read pa = 
and 9 of the February News you “! 


nes at the 
observe to your consternation th 


C Ti: nees tasrecge dominate 
Southern District ae re es 
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~ participants in the Me | 
is the participa ve 


ing program. We have been meee ait 
this good habit will persist, eae a 
Kone Doacominer bl tone Oe 
eret that statement, 
; In simple 


your 


made 1n 
words. we 


communication. 1 
will beat the pants off you. 


Old type buckarm construc- 
tion for dead ending open wire 
leads from two directions at 
right angle corner. This is the 
double crossarm_ construction 


A new type of dead-end crossarm is now being employed 
for terminating open wire lines in plant construction and 
maintenance. It replaces the double crossarm, which has not 
proved completely satisfactory for this purpose. Despite 
the use of two glass insulators, one on each of the double 
arms to hold each wire, the insulator pins tended to bend in 
the direction of the load, causing the arms to twist. Single 
arms with steel back braces behaved in a worse manner, often 
twisting and buckling under ice loads, and were long ago 
discarded in favor of double crossarms. 


The new crossarm, employed at dead-end points and 
“buckarm” corners, is shorter and thicker than regular 10- 
pin crossarms, measuring 6 feet in length and having 4” 
x 5” cross section, making it stronger than the standard 
crossarms. As indicated in the illustrations on this page, 
only a single dead-end arm is used to support up to 10 wires, 
the arm being placed so as to pull against the pole, rather 
than away from it. 

In place of the conventional wood pins and glass insula- 
tors set upright in the crossarm, the new dead-end arm 
utilizes dead-end brackets and spool type insulators attached 
to the front of the arm. This arrangement produces a 
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OFFSET TAP SLEEVE DEAD-ENO 
COMPRESSION 
SLEEVE DEAD-END BRACKET OROP OR 
WITH SPOOL ort ha 
INSULATOR 
How the line wire is connected to the spool insulator on dead-end bracket. 


New Type Open-Wire Dead End 
nor Economical To Install 


By J. S. Reed 


New type buckarm construc- 
tion using dead-end brackets 
with spool insulators. The short- 
er, thicker and stronger arm 
exerts its pull against the pole. 
This dead-end pole is south of 
Talmage. 


DOEAD-END 
BRACKET 
WITH SPOOL 
INSULATOR 


Method of dead 
ending a_ two-wire 
line, showing drop 
connection for serv- 
ing telephone sub- 
scriber. 


direct pull on the crossarm and eliminates the turning force 
that causes the twisting and distorting of standard pinned 
arms. 

This versatile dead-end arm can be used in either standard 
or long span construction, eliminating the stocking of special 
strain insulators, clevises, and eye-bolts formerly required 
whenever long spans of high strength steel wire had to be 
placed. It is easy to assemble and attach to the _ pole, 
saving considerable time and labor. Material costs are 
also slightly lower than for a fully equipped double crossarm. 

For two-wire dead ends, dead-end brackets are fastened 
directly to the pole with bolts of the required length. This 
arrangement provides a much stronger construction than 
ordinary reinforced wood pole brackets. Dead-end brackets 
and spool insulators can be salvaged for reuse, whereas the 
wood pole brackets would be often destroyed in the attempt 
to recover them in plant rebuilds or replacements. 


Death of Agnes Gustafson 


The untimely passing of Agnes V. 
Gustafson on March 9 came as a pro- 
found shock to her many friends within 
the organization. Miss Gustafson had 
been active and ., 
about until a week : 
before when she en- 
tered the hospital at 
Osceola for ulcer 
treatment. She was 
taken to a Grand 
Island hospital a 
few days later and 
was there but two 
days when word of 
her death was re- 
ceived. She was 54 years of age. 

Miss Gustafson retired from active 
service in April 1952 after nearly 29 
years of switchboard service. She was 
chief operator at Dunbar at that time, 
although most of her LT&T employ- 
ment was at her home town of Osceola 
where she began work in July 1923. 
She was named chief operator there in 
1931 and held that position until the 
exchange was converted to dial in 1951. 
Following her retirement Miss Gus- 
tafson returned to Osceola where she 
continued her residence. She was a 
member of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer 
Chapter and is survived by four sis- 
ters and two brothers. 


Agnes Gustafson 
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“Big U. G. Job af Lincoln 


A job of first magnitude is now under way 
on South 14th street, Lincoln, where the under- 
ground conduit system is being extended a full 
two miles south of its former junction with pole 
line leads of cable and open wire. A_ six-duct 
single tile is being laid along the west side of 
the street, necessitating the removal and replace- 
ment of a number of sidewalks along the route. 
Two cables will be pulled into the new _ con- 
duit; one, an exchange cable which will run as 
a 1,200 pair from Garfield to Lake streets, then 
as a 600 pair to the riser pole just south of the 
penitentiary walls. The other will be a com- 
posite toll cable which will terminate the open 
wire lead from Beatrice at the riser pole. 

The above photograph shows the progress of 
the work south of Calvert street and was taken 
by Ray Boling, who is working with the construc- 
tion company which has the contract for the 
trenching, laying of the conduit and construction 
of the manholes. 
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D. J. Christle 
Engineering Assistant 


O. D. Spencer 
Engineering Assistant 


Accounting 


Wanda E. Carman, operator, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, to machine operator. 


Commercial 


Thelma G. Bitting, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Beatrice. 
Clarice Fox, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Engineering 
D. J. Christle, draftsman to engineering 
assistant. 


O. D. Spencer, draftsman to engineering 
assistant. 


Plant 


Philip M. Bailey, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Construction. 

John W. Eckles, switchman, Hastings, to 
switchboardman, York. 

Robert J. Flowers, janitor, Lincoln, to 
frameman, Lincoln Switchroom. 

F. L. McCormick, combinationman to 
switchman, Hastings. 


Clara Van Matre Retires 
Clara E. Van Matre, Ashland Traffic, 


bid fond adieu to cords and plugs on 
April 1, and proposes to take life in a 
less routine manner from now on. Her 
retirement brings to 
a close a_ service 
span of more than 
22 years, having 
been contract chief 
operator at Rising 
City — her home 
town — from. the 
time of her employ- 
ment in 1933 until 
1946, and at Ash- 
land since then. She 
has been a service assistant at the latter 
exchange since 1950. 


Clara Van Mafre 


In the course of a long operating 
career one episode usually stands out 


in memory more than all the rest. Most 
vivid to Mrs. Van Matre was the har- 


rowing night of July 4, 1945. A rogue 
tornado came out of the northwest, 
passed within a short distance of Rising 
City and continued in a southern course 
through Surprise. Seven persons were 
killed by the wayward storm; many 
homes were wrecked and property dam- 
age was extensive. 

Telephone plant in the path of the 
storm was utterly destroyed but Mrs. 
Van Matre had toll lines extending to 
the east and the Rising City telephone 
office became the hub of emergency 
aid work in the area. She worked with- 
out relief through the night, summoning 
doctors and ambulances from neighbor- 
ing towns and notifying authorities of 
the disaster. Over 50 long distance 
calls were completed over her lines that 
night, although many of them required 
circuitous routing to reach their des- 
tination because of the crippled toll 
lines of the vicinity. 


Mrs. Van Matre intends to remain 


at her home in Ashland for the present 
although the urge to travel and see her 
six daughters and eleven grandchildren, 
who are scattered about the country, 


may govern actions in future months. 


Lois Meyers To Give Recifal 


We recommend that you mark it on 
your calendar a month hence that Lois 
Meyers, mezzo soprano of Lincoln Traf- 
fic, will give a recital on Monday, May 
21, at First Presbyterian Church, 17th 
and F, Lincoln. The program will be- 
gin at 8:30 p.m. Admission to the 
recital is free, but don’t let that fool 
you. One could search long amons 
professional ranks of radio and tele- 
equal that ot 
Miss Meyers 


nloyees 


vision to find a voice to 
our own toll operator. 
high talent is well known to emp 
at Lincoln as she has sung several times 
before LT&T groups and in the Christ: 
mas Chorus. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Good Service 


Donna Hulse and LaJean VonDane, 
Lincoln Traffic, enjoyed a_ pleasant 
evening at the theatre; guests of the 
house, no less, and all because they did 
their duty as they saw it—and worked 
like mad to complete a difficult long 
distance call for Nebraska Theatres, 
Inc. They heaved a sigh when the call 
was completed and forgot about the 
incident until a couple of days later 
when they received a gift of tickets from 
the theatre manager and a nice note 
which read as follows: 

“Thanks—you were very nice—Tell 


your boss we appreciate operators like 
you.” /signed/ W. E. Jancke 


Headlines 


E. J. Flowerday, area manager at 
Hastings, was one of two new members 
appointed to the City Planning Com- 
mission in March. His appointment re- 
ceived the unanimous approval of the 
City Council. Retiring from service on 
the Commission Board, at the same time, 
was John Spady, district manager. 


The fruits of retirement are demonstrated by 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon A. Stacy who enjoyed the 
double pleasure of a winter visit in a southern 
h their daughter's family in Tulsa, Okla- 
Here they are on a midwinter hamburger 
fry with their two grandchildren. Mr. Stacy is 


clime wit 
homa. 


a former president of the Pioneer chapter. 


Our Cover 


A salute to the men of the construc- 
tion department on this month’s cover. 
It would be hard to find a single group 
of employees who deserve a heartier 
round of applause. All through the long, 
hard winter they have faced the ele- 
ments to conduct business as usual. 
With the coming of spring their com- 
fort increases and so does the work 
load. Never in the history of the com- 
pany have they faced such a battery 
of monumental tasks. Strangely the 
population of the department has not 
increased materially, but, through the 
use of new tools and vehicles, their 
abilities to produce and perform have 
multiplied. 


The pictures which form the cover 
show some of the department’s opera- 
tions. In the left panel, from top to 
bottom: 1.) “Deke” Simpson’s crew 
stringing messenger. 2.) Stringing new 
open wire and placing corner poles. 
3.) Cable foreman Cliff Artz climbs up 
the ladder to confer with splicer Jack 
Jantze, while Helper Dick Bartels keeps 
the pot boiling on the ground. Center 
panel, from top: 1.) A good job of 
housekeeping in a construction truck, 
taken while on the job. 2.) Erecting a 
35-foot corner pole. 3.) The digger, at 
the roadside is boring holes while a new 
lead grows behind it. Right panel, from 
top. 1.) Town plant rebuild job; work- 
ing on subscribers drops. 2.) From the 
“reel end” of a cable pull. R. L. Wilson 
at the cable guide on ladder. W. F 
Combs, city foreman, and R. E. Hibbert, 
foreman, on ground. 3.) A test installa- 
tion of new pre-spun cable. 


Among the major jobs to be handled 
by construction crews this year are 
the following: Lincoln, South 14th 
Street cable extension, beginning at the 
main office as a 1200 pair cable to Lake 
Street, then as a 600 pair to Calvert 
Street. Also a composite toll-exchange 
cable from Garfield to the penitentiary, 
then continuing south a mile and east 
to 27th Street as an exchange cable. 
This job will cut some present 3-Office 
subscribers to the main office. Another 
big 3-office to Main cut will occur north 
of 33rd and A streets. 


At Beatrice reinforcing six-duct con- 
duit is already placed between the old 
and new offices with a 24-duct entrance 
to the ljatter. Tie cables will be pulled 
between the offices. The city will also 
receive extensive cable relief as well 
as major farm line work to the east. 

At Lincoln a four-duct conduit will 
be placed between 48th and 74th, on O 
Street, interspersed by 14 manholes. 
A large composite cable will be pulled 
to the 84th and O repeater station loca- 
tion and a 19-gauge cable extended 
three miles south to pick up the Lin- 
coln-Kansas City toll circuits and to 
provide some local relief. The East O 
toll lead will also loop into the re- 
peater station. A new feeder cable will 
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run from 6-Office to 48th and Vine in 
the underground, thence aerial as a 600- 
pair to the new housing developments 
on East Vine Street. Two other big 
cable relief jobs are on the docket for 
6-Office, one north and one east of 
the office. 


A 400-unit Federal Housing project 
at the Air Base at Lincoln will call for 
approximately 15 million conductor feet 
of cable by its November 1 completion 
date. Another job calls for the pro- 
vision of a video cable run to the new 
auditorium, and the capitol building is 
scheduled for a major overhaul of its 
cabling system. 

Fast growing Hastings will receive 
badly needed cable extensions to the 
south and east and will be the first 
exchange to use farm line carriers to 
cut down the load of open wire leads to 
the south. A housing development at 
Harvard now served by four farm lines 
will get individual service through 
cable extensions. Elk Creek will get a 
town plant rebuild job while Superior 
is on deck for a big cable relief in the 
north and east sections of the city. A 
comparable project in north Seward 
is now under way. 

These are a few of the items which 
are bringing furrows to the brow of 
A. W. Holcomb, construction superin- 
tendent, his lieutenants and crews. They 
also have the job of routine mainten- 
ance and innumerable smaller projects. 


Arthur C. King of Toll Test is a collector of 
automatic pens and pencils. He adopted the 
hobby quite by accident. It all began when 
Arthur found a strip of canvas along the high- 
way. The cloth was divided into compartments, 
and the frugal Mr. King wondered how he could 
put it to use. The divisions were perfect in size 
for holding pens and pencils and Art stuffed his 
available supply into the beit and went looking 
for more. That was a couple of years ago. Now 
he has a collection of 77 “automatics,” mainly 
given to him by friends who have heard of his 
hobby. Here he poses with the collection in the 
club room. 


Service 


F. M. Strasser J. J. Brockmeyer 
Lincoln Beatrice 
45 Years 35 Years 


AQ YEARS L. P. Young, Lincoln. 
A5 YEARS EF. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 
A2 YEARS Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 


39 YEARS Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; H. 


M. Miller, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS C. J. Crew, Geneva. 

36 YEARS Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, 
Lincoln; Eva Stutz, Hebron. 

35 YEARS J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 

33 YEARS A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. Van- 
Nordheim, Hastings. 

30 YEARS S. G. Nelson, York. 

29 YEARS E. T. Little, Auburn; E. M. 
Massie, Friend; Ted M. Ray, Beatrice. 


28 YEARS Harold T. Drake, Tecumseh; Ivan 
D. Livingston, Nebraska City; Beata Merz, 
Seward. 


R. E. Grant Boyd Wedgwood 


Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 


Mary Jackson S. G. Nelson 
Fairbury York 
25 Years 30 Years 


27 YEARS M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchi- 
son, Darlene Multer, Lincoln; Minnie Schlitt, 
Hastings. 


25 YEARS Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary Jack- 
son, Fairbury; Mable Wieting, Beatrice. 

24 YEARS Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS A. J. Cox, Tyler Ryan, Lincoln; 
G. L. Oglesby, Auburn. 

21_YEARS Josephine Placek, Nebraska City. 
19 YEARS Mildred Hughes, J. A. Schellen- 


berg, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS R. E. Grant, Boyd Wedgwood, 


Lincoln. 


14 YEARS R. C. Humiston, Plattsmouth; 
Viola Hutchinson, Fairbury; D. G. Rutledge, 
Weeping Water. 

13 YEARS Elizabeth Behm, Rexine Bretta, 


Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Virginia Baker, Emma _ Ebbeka. 


ee 


C. A. Delett 


Arlene Musil 
Lincoln Crete 
10 Years 10 Years 


Anniversaries 


Mable Wieting Harold Brady 


Beatrice Lincoln 


25 Years 25 Years 
Geneva; P. V. Eckles, Edgar; Mary Tice, 
Lincoln. 

11 YEARS Evelyn Koch, Stella Sowers, C. 5S. 
Whittington, Lincoln. 


10 YEARS C. A. Delett, J. E. Findley, D. R. 


Swanson, Lincoln: Arlene Musil, Crete. 


8 YEARS Bernice Bishop, O. L. Clark, L. 
\W. Ward, Lincoln: M. M. Heath, Hastings: 
Phyllis Lukassen, David City: B. B. Strayer, 
Crete; J. L. Summers, Mildred Weiser, York. 

7 YEARS Betty Christensen, Nebraska City; 
Anna Mohlman, Hastings: J. L. Story, Lin- 
coln: Martha Vculek, Fairbury. 


6 YEARS D. J. Bauer, Harriett Gallagher, 
Lincoln: Dorothy Scheele, Beatrice. 

FARS Lela Glover, Bennet: P. J. Guel- 
oo Mahloch, Beatrice; Ardis Hender- 
son, June Hudson, Jack Jantze, Lincoln; 
Edith Parsons, Superior; Anita Williams, 


Hebron. 


J. E. Findley D. R. Swanson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


BLES 


A son, David Ray, was born March 11 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond L. Johnson. Raymond 
is the exchange manager at Cook. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Barney are the proud 
parents of a son, Ernest Lee, born March 15. 
Ernie is a plant employee in the Eastern 
District office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Loal Genrich announce the 


birth of Gregory Mark on March 19. Loal 
is a combinationman in Beatrice Plant. 

A son, Michael Allyn, was born March 25 
to Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Dougherty. AI is an 


employee in the “2” Office switchroom. 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lorenzen announce 
the birth of a daughter on March 29. Gerrie 
is on leave of absence from Accounting 
(Revenue). 

A son born to Mr. and Mrs. Loren 
Leatherman on March 31 has been named 
Robert Jay. Jean is on leave of absence 
from Accounting (Disbursement). 


scheider was praised for her 4- 3 | 
of service to LT&’T and to Hebron sub’ 


scribers, and was presentec 


Margaret Bethscheider 
Honored 


irgaret Bethscheider, for many 
years chief operator at Hebron, was 
suest of honor at the annual “Boss 
Night” of the Hebron Business and Pro- 


fessional Women, March 19, Miss Beth- 


Ack Ly 


ears 


1 with a gift. 


Adella Kyckelhahn Dies 
af Lincoln 


The distressing news of the second 
death among retired employees within 
a few short days recorded the passing 
of Alice Adella Kyckelhahn on Satur- 
day, March 17. She 
was best known as 
“Della” among tele- 
phone employees. 
Her retirement was 
effective January 1, 
1953. 

Hers was a strange 
record of _ service 
with LT&T, for in 
the third of a cen- 
tury she spent as an 
active employee she worked in no other 
capacity than as a member of the 
trouble operator staff at Lincoln. Most 
of these years were spent in a super- 
visory position. It is often recalled that 
she is one who gave undivided atten- 
tion and devotion to her job. Our sub- 
scribers’ telephone troubles became her 
own, and were diligently pursued until 
the fault was cleared and service re- 
stored. 

Miss Kyckelhahn was employed as 
trouble operator April 12, 1920, and in 
less than four years was appointed 
chief service operator, a post she occu- 
pied, under various title classifications, 
until her retirement. She has remained 
in Lincoln since then, gratifying her 
hobbies of flower culture and home 
gardening. 

Miss Kyckelhahn was born at Blue 
Hill and had lived in Lincoln for the 
past 38 years. She was 61 years of age 
at the time of death, and is survived by 
three brothers. 


Adella Kyckelhahn 


| JOURNEY’S END | 


William Franzen, father of Carl Franzen, 
Pawnee City Plant, died February 26 at 
Kansas City, Kansas. Funeral services were 
held February 29. 

John Adam Turner, father of John Turner, 
Beatrice Plant, passed away February 28. 
Services were held March 2, with interment at 


Lincoln. 

Mrs. Eva May Herrmann, mother of A. 
Lowell Johnson of the supply department, 
passed away at her home in Stromsburg on 


March 4. Funeral services were held March 
7 at the Methodist Church in Stromsburg. 

Walter E. Rotzin. husband of Beverly 
Rotzin, Beatrice Traffic, passed away March 
28 in Beatrice. 


Worth The Quoting 


Why is it that one employee will 
make more progress than another . 
even under equal conditions including 
native ability, educational background 
and experience? 

This is a question of continuing con- 
cern to business management the 
country over. There has been a great 
deal of material published on the sub- 
ject, particularly during the past 20 
years or so, with all sorts of theories 
having been advanced theories 
pertaining to personnel selection, mo- 
rale, ambition, and even family life. 

In a recent highly publicized inter- 
view given by K. S. Adams, a prom- 
inent American industrialist and chair- 
man of the Board of the Phillips Petro- 
leum Company, it seems that ‘Mr. 
Adams condensed all the books which 
have been written on personnel pro- 
gress by citing the following essential 
traits if a man is to succeed: 

Determination—A burning desire 
to succeed . and a willingness to 
make personal sacrifices of time and 
talent in order to accomplish success 

is necessary to progress. Such 
“drive” is responsible for the advance 
of some in the face of odds which 
would discourage others equally well 
qualified. 

Leadership—This is a characteristic 
that implies an ability to get along 
with people, show consideration for 
others, be a good listener, inspire con- 
fidence and respect and be just with 
criticism and quick with praise. 

Originality—Ideas are the seeds of 
progress. You find the person who 
comes up with new ideas and puts them 
to use and you will find one who is 
bound to progress. 

Loyalty—I cannot visualize a per- 
son who would go very far if he did 
not have a deep and abiding belief that 
his company deserved his wholehearted 
support and who did not main- 
tain a sense of pride in his company, 
loyalty to his associates and a respect 
for authority. 

Self Expression—tThe ability to use 
the right words at the right time is 
essential. Many lost ideas, much lost 
motion and failure to progress have re- 
sulted from lack of this ability. Many 
people who have made the effort to 
develop this trait have advanced over 
fellow workers otherwise more able. 

Peninsular’s “Hello.” 
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(. E. Cummings Ends 
Record of 50-plus Years 


On April 1, when the name of C. E. 
(Eddie) Cummings was removed from 
the top of the service record list of 
active employees and placed on the roll 
of retired employees 
as the junior mem- 
ber, the mantle of 
Dean among LT&T 
employees descend- 
ed upon Lyle P. 
Young, general traf- 
fic superintendent, 
who is now ap- 
proaching his 49th 
service anniversary. 
Eddie retires with 


Cc. E. Cummings 


5014 years. 

Mr. Cummings thinks it is a com- 
paratively easy matter to amass a 50- 
year service record, especially when one 
starts in the trade so young. Then, too, 
Eddie has been so engrossed in the 
various duties of his assignments 
through the years that he has scarcely 
noticed the passage of time. That might 
be one reason the years have dealt so 
kindly with him. He leaves behind him 
solid ranks of friendship among the em- 
ployees with whom he came in contact 
and their fervent wish for his success 
in adjusting his life to leisure and rest; 
two things he has never seen fit to 
tolerate in days gone by. 

Mr. Cummings’ service record was 
written in some detail on the occasion 
of reporting his 50th anniversary in 
the industry in the October 1955 issue 
of the News. It will bear repeating 
here that he joined the Nebraska Bell 
organization at Fairbury in September 
1905 as a messenger and odd-job boy. 
He moved to Beatrice about a year later 
and came to Lincoln in 1910. He joined 
LT&T with the consolidation of the 
Lincoln exchanges in 1912 and since 
that time has been a valued employee 
as switchboardman, switchboard fore- 
man, district inspector, chief switchman 
and senior engineer. 

Mr. Cummings is the second member 
of our company to wear the 50-year pin. 
The first was F. E. Behm, former gen: 
eral plant superintendent. 

Eddie’s future plans are not known 
but there are rumors that he may buy an 
automobile (a vehicle he has always 
shunned) and take off to see the 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
By Vivian Dee 

Spring is in ths air! Diamonds are still 
showing up. The tatest victim is Lois Love- 
lace, who came to work with a beautiful 
sparkler the other morning... Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Roland enjoyed a visit with their 
son Joe, who flew in from San Diego... 
Enjoying the Ice Capades in Omaha were 
Lois Lovelace and Verna Heins. 


Nebraska City Area 
By Vera Orton and Norma Jean Dettmer 

Although it has been quite cold, some of 
the Nebraska City Traffic girls have been 
doing quite a bit of traveling. Violet Peter- 
son visited in Eagle . . . Journeying over to 
Fontenelle, Iowa was Dorothy Clark ... 
Mary ‘Tackett and Katie Owens traveled 
to Omaha to the Ice Capades . . . Mary 
Bartyzelle issued the understatement of the 
month when she said, “I haven’t been doing 
anything very exciting unless sanding, varn- 
ishing and waxing floors, scrubbing and 
moving furniture is exciting.” Mary moved 
several weeks ago and it sounds like she 
put in a lot of hard work “Gosh, I 
didn’t know there was so much to learn,” 
remarked Mary Ann Stever and Marcene 
Volkmer recently. Both girls are learning 
toll and ‘“Snooks” Steckly is their in- 
structor . .. Chester Byard, Syracuse, was 
home several days with a severe case of 
the flu Delores Bauer underwent a 
tonsillectomy at the hospital and has been 
recuperating at home . Janice Collins 
spent a week end with relatives at Red Oak, 
Iowa... Traveling over to Cameron, Mis- 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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sourl, was Helen Eis who took the oppor- 
tunity to get well acquainted with her new 
nephew. 

Plattsmouth Area 

By Thelma Tritsch 

Eleanor Lane, chief operator, Weeping 
Water, spent an enjoyable evening in Omaha 
at the 1956 Ice Capades. When asked how 
she would like to make her living skating, 
she replied, ‘‘I’ll make my living sitting on 
a switchboard chair, not on the ice.” ; 
Our best wishes go with Warren Eltiste and 
Don Schark in their new assignments... 
The Plattsmouth traffic department has 
been having quite a battle with flu and 
colds. Most recent to succumb to the “bug” 
were Rose Janda, Helen Ofe and Elizabeth 
Nichols . . . Alice Sharpnack is wearing a 
broad smile these days. The reason? Her 
son Jerry has returned to Plattsmouth, hav- 
ing been in the Air Force since his gradua- 
tion from University. 
Seward Area 
By Helen Ncrwood 
Those attending the Ice Capades in 

Omaha were Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Gray, 
Shirley Nieman, Irene Mailand, Helen Nor- 
wood and her hubby ... Visiting recently 
in our office was Myra Metcalf . .. Elmer 
Bean of Plant recently moved into a house 
which is just a hop and a jump from the 
swimming pool. Betcha Elmer will sneak 
a dip in the pool often now ... Why 
mothers get gray is quite plain now. Yours 
truly had the job of “mother sitting” with 
her pet dog Twinkle, who gave birth to 
two puppies. “Twink” is recovering satis- 
factorily, and the ‘sitter’ is O. K. except 
for some added gray hair, bitten-down fin- 
gernails and consuming about a pound of 
coffee. 
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he 35 Club 


The 35th service anniversary of Frank Nevitt, Beatrice Plant, rolled by on March 24 and almost 
caught Frank unaware. A couple of breaks and bridges in his early-day service record account for 
the fact that some folk remember him as being a member of the organization more than 40 years 
ago. Anyway he is now entitled to the 35-year pin, which was presented to him by Leland Hodge, 
wire chief, in the presence of fellow Beatrice plant men while the camera faithfully recorded the 
scene. In the picture, from left, are: Harlan Gillespie, Frank J. Fisher, Mr. Nevitt, John Brockmeyer, 
Mr. Hodge and Dan W. Smith. The presentation was made in the terminal room at Beatrice. 
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Wahoo Area 

By Mary Beaty, Leona Benal and Charies Novak 

Attending the sports show in Omaha was 
Leona Benal Inez Olsen and Leona 
Benal have been home with laryngitis, but 
both are back to work with voices as good 
as new ... Birthday cake and coffee were 
served in the basement for Jennie Stolten- 
berg, Emily Bohaty, Joy Knisley, Mae 
Meduna and Ethel Daharsh ... Mar- 
cella Vodicka had the misfortune of break- 
ing her little toe... Clara Van Matre, who 
retired April 1, was honored at a party 
given by the Ashland folk on March 27. 
Lunch was served, after which the group pre- 
sented her with a gift. Out-of-town guests 
were H. W. Spahnle, E. L. Dorland, George 
Keith and Irene Combs. Merlie Markuson 
and Myra Metcalf, traveling instructors, 
were also invited but were unable to at- 
tend. The best wishes of all accompany Mrs. 
Van Matre into her days of retirement. 


Southern District 


Carol Huber, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
By Marcelene Behrends 
Irene Combs, traveling instructor, has 
been at the office giving a special course 
on the new nationwide operator toll dialing 
service ... Vivian Kinghorn, Oakel Butler 
and Mrs. Combs attended the Pioneer party 
at Beatrice Doris Peterson and hus- 
band have joined the Auburn square dance 
club ... Messrs. Carlson, Hobson and Wohl- 
berg of Engineering visited the office in 
late March ... Joan Stevens is wearing a 
new sparkler on her left hand... D. Gerdes 
and P. Shanks visited the telephone office in 
Omaha... Harry Rogers is the proud owner 
of a new aluminum boat .. . Dorothy Big- 
gerstaff has been helping entertain relatives 
from the East. 
Beatrice Area 


By Marilyn Vonderhaar, Frank Fisher and 
Marlene Lieneman 


The chirping of birds, budding tulips, and 
no more coming to work in the morning 
while it is still dark. These are a few of 
the signs of that long-awaited season of 
spring. It is that time of year when we 
put away the winter woolies and bring out 
the Easter bonnets .. . Marcella O’Bryan 
and “yours truly” (Marilyn) recently went 
to Lincoln to take in a little horseback rid- 


ing. All the horses were out except two 
rather frisky broncos. With our limited ex- 
perience at horseback riding we decided to 
wait and make a return trip when the 
other nags are available, preferably the ones 
that are nice for children . . . Those who 
enjoyed vacations in March were Lucille 
Richardson and Margaret Malecha . 
New students who have just finished their 
local training are Phyllis Johnson, Vera 
Dienstbier, Mildred Black and Eleanore 
Rademacher New students who have 
recently completed their toll training are 
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The Ladies Descend on Beatrice 


All roads led to Beatrice on March 14 as the lady Pioneers assembled in 
another of their territorial gatherings. The St. Patrick’s theme abounded in 
the table decorations at Hotel Paddock, where the 6:30 dinner of fried chicken, 
etc., was heartily enjoyed by the hungry travelers. Points represented by the 
attendance of 40 were: Auburn, Hastings, Hebron, Jansen, Lincoln, Steele 
City, Tecumseh and Beatrice. By unanimous ballot it was proclaimed another 
fine project by the Women’s Social Committee. 


In the picture, seated in front, from left: Mable Wieting, Dorothy Lefler, Wilma Stolzenberg, 
Regina Bethscheider, Lela Watson, Virginia Coon, Myra Metcalf, Louise Roth, Verna Alexander. 
Second row, seated: Nellie M. Hunt, Florence McKie, Margaret Bethscheider, Mina Jorgensen, Florence 
Tatman, Pearl Shreve, Helen Krieger. Standing: Della Wilcox, Merlie Markuson, Melba Richards, 
Cecelia Heller, Huldah Gessner, Mearie Pearson, Georgia Smith, Dorothea Heckman, Mary Meister, 
Oakel Butler, Nona Brusnahan, Grace Hauschild, Bertha Sharp, Vivian Kinghorn, Lizzie Cressman, 
Cecile Anderson, Marcia Watson, Hattie Staley, Cecile Morehead, Mary Bethscheider, Darlene Multer. 


Mary Ann Reimer and Sandra Coon...A Jacobs visited in Grand Island with her 
new attraction in front of the office is niece who had just returned from the hos- 
Martha Penner’s shining new German Voltz- pital. . . . Marlene Kennel went to Fairfax, 


Wagon. It has received much admiration Missouri, to visit her parents and get ac- 
and inspection from passersby . . . Harlan 
Gillespie is mow sporting around in a 
1954 Chevy. ‘‘Kinda hard to hold it down,” 
says Harlan... Al Parde used to sing love 
songs up to four A.M. and now is singing 
lullabies at about the same hour. He doesn’t 
seem to think it’s as much fun... Frank 
Nevitt is now riding in style in a super-55 
Nash ... From Wymore we hear that Lura 
Lamb enjoyed the ice capades in Omaha 
March 10 Zelda Edwards underwent 
surgery at a Beatrice hospital. She was hos- 
pitalized for two weeks and later recuper- 
ated at home ... A baby shower was held 
for Sophia Witcofski the evening of March 
20 at the home of Mrs. Fred Lienemann. 
The Wymore Traffic and Commercial girls 
were among the invited guests. Sophia is 
on leave of absence from Wymore Traffic. 

_ We are happy to have two new occa- 
sional employees in Traffic, Helen Trant, 
former operator at Minneapolis, Kansas, and 
Ruth Vrooman, an ex-Wymore operator... 
Carolina Penner was a bridesmaid at Elea- 
nor Klaus’ wedding. 

Crete Area 
By Loretta C. MclIlInay 

These intermittent spring days are really 

nderful. We should have more of them. 
wo We're all happy to have G. D. Brock, 
er, back on the job after a brief 
Lincoln hospital. ... Fern 


quainted with her new niece. . . . Directory 
salesman Al Zehrung has been working in 
the Crete Area... . At Wilber, Lavina Mc- 
Elroy has taken over her duties after an 
absence of several weeks. 


Fairbury Area 
By Betty A. Vaughn 


Matilda Alpers vacationed in Iowa City, 
Iowa for a week. Bertha Pingel will 
commute from Steele City where she will 
soon be moving. Bad news came to 


the traffic department one evening. It really 
struck just one, but we all know how she 


Area Manag 
sojourn in a 


feels. Carolyn Fisbeck lost her purse in 
front of the telephone office. Other than 
personal belongings it contained $70! That 
is what we really call a “low blow.” 
Pawnee City Area 
By Avis Collar 

Now that spring is here, Carl Franzen will 
soon be telling about his big garden and 
Willie Williams will be around with some 
big fish stories. . . . Millie Wart was very 
happy over her anniversary present from 
her son in Okinawa. It was a 400-day clock. 
. . . Our new directory on the press brought 
out George Walroth as a visitor last month. 


Tecumseh Area 

By Mary M. Goracke 
Mary Meister was one of the vast crowd 
who enjoyed the Kansas City Auto Show. It 
was the 50th anniversary show so it was 
quite an event this year. ... At a recent 
Ladies Pioneer Party in Lincoln were 
Cecile Morehead and Mary Meister who 
made the jaunt with Vivian Kinghorn, 
Oakel Butler and Irene Combs from Auburn. 
The Plant men had a stag party at 
Dale Weber’s home at Sterling and the 
Traffic girls had a birthday party for those 
celebrating their birthdays in March; 
namely, Vera Norvell, Marge Cottingham, 
Ferne Wilger and Millie Taylor. . . . Irby 
Halverstadt convalesced at home after his 
stay in Lincoln General Hospital following 
an operation. He even looks more chipper 
than usual... . Henri Goracke was among 
the spectators at the Ice Capades in Omaha 
and has been in the Nebraska City bowling 
alley frequently during the past month... . 
Jim Smith is beginning to look quite patri- 
archal with the beard he’s cultivating for 

the Johnson County Centennial. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 

By Carol Henry 
There is not too much doing this month, 
but one newsworthy item is that Myra Met- 
calf and M*arie Pearson attended the 
Women’s Pioneer party at Beatrice on 
March 14 and from reports jt Was a nice 
party, enjoyed by all... . Vacations have 
started and Shirley Chrapkowski is one of 
the lucky ones to be taking hers early... . 
Friends of Donna DeMoulin gave a bridal 
shower in her honor and several traffic 
girls attended. Our Snack Bar now 


Keeping a Proper balance in the 
raccoon population of Johnson 
County are these nocturnal hunts- 
men, Harold T, Drake, combination- 
man Tecumseh at left, and two of 
his friends, Herb Rowe and Ralph 
Finke, farmers of the neighborhood. 
The spotted dogs are “Walkers”; 
the one at right a ‘“’Red Bone.” They 
are scent hunting dogs, and rare is 
the “coon” that can elude them 
when they strike the trail. About 60 
pelts were taken by the night hunt- 
ers during the course of the winter 
season. Except for the disadvantage 
of getting no sleep, Mr. Drake chal- 
lenges anyone to show him a better 
hobby. 


sports a new coke machine with several 
flavors of pop. Only 5c too. 
Hebron Area 
Margaret Lautenschlager, chief operator 
at Davenport, has returned to work following 
a vacation spent in California. ... Mary 
Wright is recovering from her recent illness 
and expects to be back on the job by the 
time this is published. 
Stromsburg Area 
By Betty Beebe 
Manager Wait attended the western dis- 
trict area manager’s meeting held in Hast- 
ings March 15. ... The Stromsburg area 
bowiing team is really proud of their classy 
new blue bowling shirts. Don Nelson, 
traveling auditor, spent March 13 and 14 in 
the Stromsburg area. 
Superior Area 
By Ann Hanson 
Recent visitors at the Superior exchange 
were Mary Ahrens, former operator, Betty 
Reesbeck of Clay Center, and Marilyn 
Allington of Fullerton. ...@On March 21a 
surprise birthday and anniversary dinner 
was held at the home of Artis Bowen honor- 
ing Miss Bowen on her birthday, and Olga 
and Bertha Andersen on their tenth service 
anniversary. ... Jolene Allington attended 
open house at KHAS-TV in Hastings March 
18.. . . Veda Joy Parsons visited in Greeley, 
Colorado. 
Sutton Area 
By Catherine Cassell 
Jack L. Mankamyer, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Mankamyer of Sutton, has received 
his release from the U. S. Army at Camp 
Carson, Colorado. Jack plans to enroll in the 
University of Denver where he has a teach- 
ing fellowship, and will work for his Masters 
degree in accounting and business adminis- 
tration. . . . Lloyd Jenkins of Lincoln was 
in the Sutton area March 15 conducting an 
accident prevention meeting. . . . Exchange 
managers and plant employees of the Sutton 
Area have been attending evening classes 
in telephony at Hastings. 


A man is never safe with a candid camera in 
the room. So thinks F. L. McCormick, Hastings 
Plant, who was attacked from the flank by 
Marvin Pilfold’s flash gun during coffee break 
at the Western district vocational class sessions. 
Also visible are B, C. Macholan and H. G. Taedter. 


dois 


Eddie Bon Voyage 


~ Sea 


There’s a moral to this picture: The chief engincer needs a bigger office! It used to be a 
simple matter to gather the membership of the department into one corner of the apparently 
spacious front office, but when Paul Henson issued a call for a general assembly the other day, 
the room suddenly shrunk in size. The camera tried vainly to get the folks in view to take a picture 
of the presentation of the “going away” gift to C. E. Cummings, their retiring member, but it took 
three “‘shots’’ to cover the field. They were pasted together to form this composite scene showing 


40 of the department’s 50 employees. 


York Area 
By June Moore 

Everywhere there is talk of new outfits, 
so we know spring has arrived. Vacations 
seem to have started too. Velma Garlock 
took one week of her vacation to visit her 
sister in Kansas City... . Agnes Buller will 
be going to Texas to visit her sister. ... 
Area Manager Nelson is in the hospital in 
Excelsior Springs, Missouri. Our best 
wishes to Mr. Nelson for a speedy recovery. 
Due to an oversight last month, we 
neglected to mention Virginia Jensen’s 
marriage to Roger Wall. Our best wishes 
and congratulations to Ginny and Roger. 
Della Bredenkamp has moved into 

her new home. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Dolores Davis, Associate Editor 


According to the calendar, spring arrived 
on March 21, but it keeps us guessing if 
it is actually going to stay. One sure sign 
of spring is that Dewey Nelson has been 
playing golf. Besides polishing up on the 
game, he is making preliminary plans for 
the annual golf and breakfast at Wahoo... . 
Pat Tindall is sure she paid her own wages 
last month, since she talked to her hubby 
in Connecticut for a total of “at least two 
hours.” . . . Two of our girls who ventured 
to Omaha during a recent blizzard were 
Barbara Catron and Rosilyn Fahleson. The 
main purpose was to attend the performance 
of Bill Haley and his Comets. ... The 
Human Relations class held their gradu- 
ating exercises and dinner at the Cornhusker 
Hotel. Our graduates are Marie Vidlock, 
John Backstrom, and Charles Lindgren. 

. It was strange to see the majority of 
the male population missing one forenoon. 
However, it was later discovered that it was 
for a good cause—a Republican dinner. 
. . . Tom Deer and Clarence Margach from 
the Addressograph-Multigraph firm recently 
returned the visit made by Mr. Devoe. 
While they were here they took a survey 
of our systems and methods for the purpose 
of analyzing our work George Mann 
was part of the record attendance at the 
State basketball tournament. .. . Betty 
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Sherwood proudly reports she became 
“auntie” twice within the last month. 
Don Schwenke has turned chief cook and 
bottle washer at home since his mother’s 
recent accident... . The Accounting men’s 
bowling team entertained their wives dur- 
ing the state bowling tournament at Fre- 
mont on March 18. However, we hear they 
also entered the tourney, but aren’t going 
into details. Jack Geist’s only reply was, 
“And a good time was had by all.” . . . Con- 
gratulations are in order to the new champs 
of ping pong doubles—Bob Clifford, of En- 
gineering, and our own Carl Ahl. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Another rather quiet month in our sec- 
tion. However, vacation schedules are now 
in the process of being made up and soon 
we should be able to tell you of the travels 
of our people. March 14 was a big 
day in the lives of Margot and Bill Lucs. 
On that day they received their final citizen- 
ship papers and now are full-fledged United 
States citizens. They are duly proud and 
anyone who knows this fine couple and their 
nice family will agree that our country 1s 
fortunate to gain such citizens. Our 
department is simply abounding with the 
annual spring diets. Those with the iron will 
power are really showing progress, but the 
rest of us chubby weaklings have either 
fallen by the wayside or never got started. 

Alice Zalaiskalns seems to be a girl 


of many talents. Now she has expanded into 
the building business and is very busy re- 
modeling the basement of their home. .- : 
The girls of Elinor Wunch’s department ha 
a farewell dinner at Lee’s to do honor to 
Francis Warnick who is returning to her 
home in Virginia. . . . Another honoree wae 
Eleanor Grabowski, who was the aie ag 
of a lovely going-away gift from sapien 
Helen Pickard’s department. -- - Nina isa 
derson and her husband spent 4 recent 
week-end at their former home, Emporia, 
Kansas. Going down wasn't so bad, but on 
the return trip they were unfortunate 
enough to run into the winds which were 
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The “five-o’clock shadow” on Jimmy Smith at 
the Tecumseh test board is the beginning of a 
full length beard he hopes to grow for the John- 
son County Centennial. All male natives are 
obliged to sprout whiskers or be hailed before a 
Kangaroo court. 


bent on moving Nebraska south into Kansas. 

. . Doris and Ken Henle spent a week in 
Los Angeles. The prime reason for the trip 
was to see Ken’s father, who has been very 
ill... . Kay Smith attended the funeral of 
her uncle at Morrowville, Kansas. 


e ® 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Except that Bud Eden was the listener, it 
wasn’t unusual that Harlan Cane was doing 
all the talking at lunch recently. He was 
telling Bud about his new granddaughter, 
Gayla Christa Malone. There are now two 
of them. What was unusual was that, al- 
though only listening, Bud was gesturing 
dramatically, semi-mesmerized by Harlan’s 
eloquence. The more eloquent Cane became, 
the more Eden gesticulated. Inevitably, 
over went Bud’s malted milk. Luckily, none 
went on the floor. What didn’t spill into his 
ham sandwich, Eden managed to catch on 
his new suit. With typical aplomb, he went 
on eating, allowing that he liked it that 
way. Cane didn’t fool easily. “Next time,” 
he admonished, “I'll gesticulate and you do 
the talking.” . Back in his office, Bud 
thought of an outside telephone (with the 
iron door) that he needed for Beatrice. 
“Jerry,’ he mumbled, with his head down 
examining the stains on his lapels, “pick 
up a couple of mine telephones at the 
warehouse.” Jerry was out of the office 
before Mr. Eden had finished his sentence. 
Jerry’s mind works like a steel trap and 
had never quite shaken the experience of 
a recent summer’s prospecting for uranium 
with a scintillator in the Escalonti Desert. 
It snapped shut on the word “mine.” “I’ve 
come to pick up those mine detectors,” he 
told Kent Eno with finality. “They’re around 
here somewhere,” said Kent, nervously, spar- 
ring for time, “someone must have borrowed 
them.” He made several phone calls. Slowly, 
Schleiger unglazed. “Maybe I'd better 
he suggested, calling the building 


check,” 
Don Christle, who knows all about 


engineer. 


air-conditioners, answered. “What you must 
want is smoke detectors,” he suggested. By 
this time Eden had all the malted milk off 
his necktie. “What I want is mine tele- 
phones!” he thundered. .. . Orville Spencer 
felt lucky that he could be driven to work by 
his beautiful wife in his beautiful futuristic, 
late model Studebaker, especially when he 
felt so low with the flu. Just as lucky, shortly 
afterward, when the car refused to stop 
and the Mrs. was so busy explaining the 
situation to the police, she forgot her shop- 
ping, which must have saved Spencer plenty. 
Luckily Orville’s insurance mostly covered 
the drastic changes in the Studebaker’s 
styling—from 1960 to something like it 
must have been in 1908. Also luckily, Mrs. 
Spencer wasn’t scratched. “Is your wife 
hurt?” someone asked Spence, who never 
tired of admiring his sleek car. “Not yet,” 
he replied, slamming on his hat and heading 
for the door. Luckiest of all was the brand 
new Buick that had stood in the way and 
was still under the 30-day guarantee. ... 
Engineering’s latest gift to Florida: Doro- 
thy Wise, for two weeks. . .. Ruth Gekas 
entered the hospital for an operation. We 
hope she will soon be back on the job. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Well, your Associate Editor has changed 
her name and would advise all single girls to 
do the same as it’s a pretty nice state of 
affairs. We journeyed to Omaha for the 
Ice Show and the rest of the time loafed 
and took in the sights about town... . At 
the last writing of the news, Ruth White 
had the measles and now her son has them 
so Ruth took a week of her vacation to 
take care of him. ... Elva Mares and her 
baby daughter were in to see us and we 
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An Associate Editor changed her name as 

Lillian B. Schafer became the bride of Walter R. 

Sowers on March 11. Lillian writes the news for 

Central Commercial and we’re happy that she 

will continue her good work. Walter is a brother 
of Stella Sowers, also of Central Commercial. 
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were very glad to see them. Hope they 
come again. ... Marla Kutz and Marlene 
Snyder spent the weekend in their home 
town of McCook taking in all their mothers’ 
good cooking. . . . Jody Hartley and Marg 
Whitaker spent a Saturday shopping in 
Omaha and we believe they came back 
empty handed. ... We say good-bye and 
good luck to Doris Holcomb who has moved 
to Lawton, Oklahoma... . Jo Varga should 
wear a pillow because some time ago she 
slipped off her chair to the floor and last 
week she fell off the 3-legged stool we 
have by the circular card files. ... The 
morning of March 21 was peaceful and quiet 
in the business office when Lyle Reighard’s 
phone rang. He answered and the man 
wanted to know where he could get “one 
of those plugs” to put on the end of his 
phone so he could carry it around the house 
and plug it in all the light sockets! We 
must have some new equipment we know 
nothing of. . Four days before “Yours 
Truly’s” marriage there was a party or 
should we say “mad house” at Stella Sowers’ 
apartment. Those present and accounted 
for were the husband-to-be, Stella, Mary 
Walker, Marg Whitaker, Carol Wier, Jody 
Hartley, Marla Kutz and the blushing bride 
who is surprised she survived the ordeal of 
so much talking, laughing, and eating. We 
received a hand towel from the gals which 
was very fitting for the occasion. . . . That 
same evening Stella was heating goulash 
for supper in a glass casserole on top 
the stove. She had the lid on it and turned 
the fire up high and the next thing she saw 
was her goulash all over the stove as the 
casserole broke, so they (she and Walt) 
had salad for supper. Wonder if it would 
have been any good as something that 
powerful must have had too much of 
something in it. ... Carol Wier has been 
ill for two weeks with a virus and sinus in- 
fection. Nancy and Larry Connealy 
are building a new home on Riviera Drive. 
They know when and where all the nails are. 
when the door knobs are put on and when 
the tile is laid but if you hear they were 
picked up for window peeping don’t be sur- 
prised as the house is locked and they can 
have the key only on weekends—so they 
spend their evenings looking in all the win- 
dows. The morning of March 27, Joyce 
Brown and Marlene Holsten were flying 
down 18th Street on their way to work 
when who do they see in the middle of the 
street out of gas but Norma Coufal. Joyce 
stopped to sympathize with her and blocked 
traffic, so some fellow started to push her 
car. Joyce became angry and started down 
the street real slow and made the fellow 
wait for two red lights. She brought Marlene 
to work and went back for Norma so all 
ended well. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


News items are still scarce, but we did 
manage to gather some. Welcome visitors 
in to see us were Roy Cleveland; Grace 
Cruse, former employee of the personnel de- 
partment; and Al Kroon of the Automatic 
Electric Company, who was foreman of the 


A. E. equipment installation crew at the 
i5th & M building. 


Toll Equipment 
By JoAnn Gloor 


Dave Guthrie and Al Reed are busy in- 
stalling mobile radio service for Great Lakes 
Pipe Line Company at Nebraska City, 
Falls City, Doniphan, York and Lincoln. 
. .. Yours truly went to Leigh the week- 
end of March 25 to help her grandparents 
celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary. 


"5-7'' Office 
By Arleen Swanson 


A welcome visitor in our office this past 
month was Dale Hohnstein, a former switch- 
man. ... Gene Schrank is spending his 
leisure hours building furniture for his home. 
Two pieces he has finished are “his” and 
“hers” chests built of solid birch. 


General Traffic 


Rowena Light, Associate Editor 


Educational—Entertaining! The 1956 Ne- 
braska Telephone Association Convention 
was held on April 3 and 4. Messrs. Young, 
Cleveland, Andrews and Hobson represented 
the general traffic department... - Three- 
day measles are not of a serious nature, but 
keep you home bound for a while. Joyann 
Krieger, steno, will vouch for that state- 
ment... . On April 20, “yours truly” will 
close one of the most rewarding chapters 1n 
life history, namely six years of telephone 
company experience. Wedding bells will 
ring on the following Sunday, and the title 
role of farmerette-housekeeper will be as- 
sumed. Sincere wishes to the finest people. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


That saying, “In the spring a young man’s 
fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love,’ must 
be true for Joan Wilson, Beverly Brehm, 
Marcia Ayre, Loretta Dubas and Wanda 
Lewis are now wearing engagement rings. 
. . . One’s fancy must also turn to new cars! 
Betty Behm, Donna Johnson, Judy Whitney, 
Winona Kirwan, Laverne Braun, Dorothy 
Grafton and Fran Biallas all succumbed to 
the “best deals” in town. . . - Minnie Allen 
spent several days in Greeley, Colorado, 
and attended the wedding of her nephew in 
Loveland. . . . Ruthann Snyder and Betty 
Nelson spent their vacations at home. Ber- 
nice Bishop visited her parents at Fairbury, 
Joan Bennett visited her parents at Beatrice 
and Euda Varney visited her mother near 
Salina. Helen Heiser ended her vacation by 
spending Easter in Denver... . If you are 
statistically inclined, then two interesting 
things happened in this department. Velda 
Wickenkamp ably recorded a sequence of 
129 long distance calls; and a long distance 
call was talked on for four hours and thirty- 
six minutes. Both should establish some 
sort of a record in this company... - Wilma 
Drake tells of the subscriber who when 
asked for an overtime amount which in- 
volved nickels and dimes simply drawled, 


“Ma’am, I’m from Texas and we Texans 
don’t carry anything smaller than quarters.” 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


Wm. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 

It’s good to report that the meeting of 
the Club on March 15 was fairly well at- 
tended and with the coming of balmy 
weather we expect the members to turn out 
in droves... . Grace W. Dirks has returned 
from a two weeks’ vacation, visiting with 
brothers at Smith Center, Kansas and Alma, 
Nebraska. S. J. Dennis spent Easter 
with a daughter at Shawnee, Kansas... . 
We still don’t hear much—or often—from 
our members on the West Coast. Maybe we 
ought to appoint a representative for the 
folks out yonder—any volunteers? ... Mr. 
and Mrs. T. S. Risser went on a belated, 
expense-free Christmas visit to Chicago; a 
present from their son, Vaulx. ... Lucy 
Lyle attended the wedding of a grandson at 
Weeping Water. The groom is a coach at 
Utica High. . . . Florence McKie has been 
entertaining her brother and family from 
Mason City, Iowa. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


George P. Barney, general plant superin- 
tendent, on March 19 was the incentive for 
a no-host luncheon by his office associates, 
the occasion being his fortieth service anni- 
versary. Luncheon was served at the Corn- 
husker Hotel and never a finer boss was 
ever feted... . On March 6 and 7, Marcia 
Watson, Cafeteria, attended the Restaurant 
Management Institute at the University of 
Nebraska. The institute was sponsored by 
the University Extension Division and the 
Nebraska Restaurant Association, in co- 
cperation with the Nebraska Public Health 
Association. Marcia’s verbal accounts lead 
One to believe that it was a very worth- 


frat 


The employees of Ashland gathered on March 
27 to honor one of their popular members, Mrs. 
Clara Van Matre, who retired on April 1. The 
guest of honor is shown receiving her gift at the 
party. Out-of-town guests included H. W. Spahnle, 
E. L. Dorland, G. B. Keith and Irene Combs, 
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while affair and highly informative. 
Easter Sunday was the occasion for quite 
a family gathering at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas C. Woods. Sarah Petersen, 
their youngest grandchild, was baptized at 
the Woods’ home. Sarah is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Petersen of Omaha. 
The young Sarah’s mother is the former 
Shirley Woods. . . . Merle M. Hale, vice- 
president, is still on the move. On March 
12 and 13 he attended the Texas Telephone 
Convention in Dallas. On March 29 he took 
off for Belleair, Florida to attend the USITA 
Board of Directors meeting to be held April 
3 and 4... . Callers in General Plant office: 
Bert Huddleston, John McKinzie, and Art 
Smith. Glad to see them and we hope they 
will call again soon. 


Supply 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Charlie Hansen reports a rather unique 
vacation—playing marbles, no less. He 
stayed home for a week of rest at the same 
time his son was out of school with a 
case of the old-time measles. No television 
was the rule; the Christmas train had be- 
come disinteresting as well as the other toys, 
so they took to the spring-like idea of 
marbles. Charles says the game can be 
played indoors and is fun. . . . Howard Sie- 
ler and Bob Rauch, former employees, gave 
us a heartening boost with our laid-aside 
work during their week of spring vacation 
from University duties. Art Sharp and Don 
Bauer, regular part time employees, also 
gave us a helping hand on a full-time basis 
during the Easter break from school activi- 
ties. . . . Jim Schellenberg crossed a depend- 
ent off his income tax list recently when his 
daughter, Alyce Kay, was married. Jim 
proudly escorted her down the aisle at the 
Grace Methodist Church in Lincoln... - W. 
T. Heas’ early-bird vacation urge took him 
to California for three weeks during April. 

Frank Hendrix is back on the job, 
looking fit and hearty, following surgery 19 
February. . . . New faces in the Telephone 
Repair Shop are R. E. Sorensen, from the 
construction department; and Ronald Cotton 
from Central District Plant... . “Barney 
Barnett experienced unusual property dam- 
age on his farm near Hickman recently when 
eighteen head of cattle became so frightened 
they tore down the fence and wandered 
over the countryside. Some of them WEFe 
corralled peacefully, but one became so V10~ 
lent its neck was broken while being CaP" 
tured. Twelve of the herd were not rounded 
up immediately and wandered several days. 

. . Sammy Lawrence, who came UP from 
a putt-putt to a used, used car, then te sev- 
eral others, has gradually achieved his goal 
with a brand new eggshell white and green 
Plymouth. . . . Dick Eno, part-time ware- 
houseman these past several years wile 
attending University, is busily engaged = 
a major project in connection with Eng!- 
neers’ Week at the University. He will grad- 
uate in June, and is spending much time 
investigating job offers from all parts of che 
country, and experiencing some interesting 
plane trips doing so. 
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CALLING DOES NOT THEY'RE NOT AT HOME THISH 
HAVE 4 TELEPHONE AFTERNOON ANYWAY . 
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Marcene Volkmer, Neb. City Traffic, had 
some difficulty explaining to a slightly 
inebriated subscriber that the party he 
was Calling didn't have a telephone. 


ee Te TOURS 100, BROTHER, SUNDAES, PLEASE Frank Nevitt, Beatrice, was stuck on a job in the far 
‘ end of town without transportation and called in fora 

we f lift back to the office. Leland Hodge gave John Brock- “ 

- meyer the keys to the company car parked at the rear of 

the building and asked him to pick up Nevitt. John got 

into Max Brandt's car - parked alongside —- and spent a 

hostile quarter hour trying to get it started with the 


wrong keys. Max was watching all the while, wondering if ine ahi Bh Ge ; 

john was trying to get away with his prized possession. ec ee THE HATFIELDS TH FE MECOYS 
Loretta Wyatt and eee 
Jean Heyen, York, . 
Sins 


INDEED NAO IY AAA AN SNORE 


ee i eke See 
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Larry and Nancy Connealy both work at the went to the drug 
Lincoln office. Their sleep was rudely dis- store for a sundae 
turbed at 9:30 one Friday morning by the - Loretta did the 
jangle of the telephone. It was Jack Cald- ordering. She was 
well on the wire, wondering what had happened Sean ee bos aot for 
to Nancy. Larry was a bit huffy until he was Neopolitan" fla- 
convinced that the week was not yet over. vor but what came 

out was "Napoleon." 


YOU POOR MAN: 


YES MAAM , 


THERE'S ONLY FOUR— } CHECKED ) CAN'T SEE 


THEM WHEN WE STARTED, BUT ILL 
BET | FORGOT JO COUNT MY THUMB! 


Ed Brehm, Engineering, is frustrated. He has been waging a 
test of strength with his garbage man for a couple of weeks. 
Ed has a basket of trash setting beside his garbage can, and 
he can't get the man to take it away. The closest he came 
was the other day when he was installing a television aerial 
on his house. He laid some of the pieces on the basket 
where they would be safe and climbed to the roof. Meanwhile 
the garbage man came along, took the pieces off the top of 
the basket, threw them on his truck and drove away. 


Chet Harp, Toll Test, finally 
was enticed into a pair of 
classes. He tried them out as 
he went down the street. Melba 
Richards found him standing on 
a curb. Apparently he had 
been there for a long time. As 
she started across the street 
Chet called after her, "Is the 
light ereen? I can't see it 
with my glasses on." She took 
him by the hand, helped him 
across the street, and told him 
to step high as he neared the 
curb. He was very appreciative. 


K. L. Lawson climbed & < sane , 
into a fleet car the oo ‘ 
other day to make a 

trip. Being tall, 

he always has to ad- 

just the seat for 

leg room. This car 

had power seat move- 

ment. He pushed a button and the seat rolled back, but the 
motor kept grinding away. He pushed another button and the 
seat darted forward, pinning him against the steering wheel.. 
Another push elevated his head to the top of the car, crush- 


Henri Goracke, Tecumseh Com- 
mercial, discovered the trials 
of baby-sitting when she in- 
vited the five she was super- 
vising for a ride only to find, 
about an hour later, that she 
had left one of them at home. 


ae IF THERES ONE. ing his hat and pinching his knees. Smoke now issued from [| |) = ewe it putamen 
_ 3 HP? “ {ci WOULD YOU THING | CANT the laboring motor. In that state he drove into a nearby 
_ ‘ PS, & BELIEVE IT- STAND IT’S F garage where workmen extricated him with some difficulty. 


FUNNY- BOY 


VE SEEN WHEELBARROWS 
WITH A FASTER PICK-yP/ 
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Milton Royce, Supply, never 


After: listening *to.a subseraber loses his temper during the 
compiain about his telephone daytime, but he certainly 
service, Ferne Wilger, chief gave an earful to the anony— 
operator, Tecumseh, was further alae erase who called him at The blue smoke that has been seen floating around Fairbury 
enlightened when he’ explained three o'clock in the morning may come from T. £. Longdon's discussion of his car - new 
that his wife had jerked it off to break the news that 


motor and all. Out in the country on an inspection tour 
he practically had to push it uphill. Ther’, as Tommy says, 
"T'd drive like ! for the top of the next." 


Wah eo 


stevenson had decided to run 
tor President. 


the wall and hit him with it 
during an argument. 


Bowlers Turn Out 
for Company- Wide 


Tournament 


Right: The winning ‘Construction’ team bask 
in the admiring glances of some of their victims. 
The victors, seated from left, are: Bob Wendell, 
Bob White, Don Nielsen, Buck Duer and Elmer 
Dougherty. Their team effort of 3,143 pins 
placed them far out in front of the field. 


Reminiscent of the time, long ago, 
when Bob Clifford raffled off a shot- 
gun and won it himself, the lusty money 
prizes offered for excellent perform- 
ance in the annual employees bowling 
tournament were mainly gathered in 
by the man who designed the competi- 
tion, distributed bulletins to enveigle 
entries and staged the event. We re- 
fer, of course, to Walter F. Roberts, 
personnel director. 

No one is blaming the apologetic Mr. 
Roberts. During the course of the sea- 
son he bowls like one of the boys, gets 
splits, misses his spares and has his 
share of taps on strike balls. All this is 
changed at tournament time. Then his 
ball swoops down upon the trembling 
pins with the ruthless authority of a 
Juggernaut. Brave indeed is the pin 
that refuses to fall with its companions 
and thus becomes the target for a sec- 


ond ball. 
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Walter Roberts starts his destructive ball down 
the alley as Ralph Wait carefully studies his bowl- 


ing form. 


See aaa 


at 


aes 


$ : >. 
aed 
ea : 
? 


So it was that he placed no worse 
than second in any of the money events. 
His team was second in doubles and 
second in team play. His 649 gained 
him second place in singles, while he 
won both the all-events scratch and 
handicap titles with many pins to spare. 
He did even better than last year when 
he was high man in the singles event. 

This year Jack Caldwell took first 
place in singles with 656. Dan Smith 
and Doyle Fisher of Beatrice took home 
the doubles trophy with their 1273 
effort, while the construction team 
won first place in the five-man event 
with a towering 3143. 

The annual meet keeps growin. This 
year a record number of 90 bowlers 
took part in the day-long tournament 
on Sunday, April 8; most of them par- 
ticipating in all three events. Qualify- 
ing as prize winners were the following: 


Singles 
Jack Caldwell .2......00 0.2 oo. 656 
Walter F. Roberts ........................ 649 
GG: RISING sncawe seaienticiadaiceidesenea lnc’ 644 
CD WWOIE weiccs cocseacunieerteceaccectecc, 640 
ee ls DOSMON Dosis ls cote cat 624 
LOS LIVINGSION: ce.cecccdecececccs vedacvc cus 615 
Elmer Dougherty ............................ 615 
JOM BOCKStCOMN oi 532 pes ein: 608 
Ken Versaw .......0.22ccceee cee eeccceeee eee. 608 
Harlan Gillespie .....2.2022.0 220. 591 
Ivan Livingston -.2.2.2.. eee eee. 590 
SCOPE MGI cose oe ssoderbevnteii cae 584 

Doubles 
D. W. Smith—D. L. Fisher ....... 1273 
R. E. Mills—W. F. Roberts .. .....125] 
R. L. Johnson—W,. L. Eckles 1247 


M. F. Svoboda—W. K. Menze . ..1244 
L. M. Miller—M. A. Lohmeier....1240 


E. Dougherty—N. Duer .......... ... 1220 
J. Cruickshank—G. Mann .... ..1208 
W. McDowell—J. Caldwell ..... .. 1189 
Team 
CCOPSERUBTIOR: - <secns, deta sces doney cohen edie ck 3143 
4 24 9 Jie a 


PROCOUNTING  ccasestascpcstindcavantecss 296 | 
ie aly ss ct oe Ie OS | 9) Ane ae 2896 
SGP =SUDDIY, soscnebceeeeteeee aces 2831 
Flastinas. Kind Pins: .22.c..0.02.25: ALOT 
All Events, Scratch 
Walter F. Roberts ......-..- cases ic boo1 
EY WV STAID, Aveecditcenteeettatasecuans 1518 
Cy JERIAIIGS scdsdcendceeastivesvectes 1496 
Elmer -DOUGKEINY: 222icccc.dccetiese ute 149] 
Ee Cee, VV ONS a cede cas chassteess 1485 
De A ORR eeiceas wecanusaieng ae aurtae 148] 
All Events, Handicap 
Wolter F: RObGIts onc. sscnccecccecces ccs 1902 
Elmer Dougherty <.ce2.2c nsec 1878 
RGTi VGISOW oes eles eh ea 1824 
ROberE WIT. occeeeiacerericcecesccs de 1792 
Jirrt COrUiERSHOA « wcckwcedccecccueccct one 1785 
© SL cs OR © | | <1. ee ne oc een .1778 


Bob White’s single game of 232 (270 
with his handicap) was the best indi- 
vidual effort and won a $12.50 pair of 
bowling shoes. 


Jack Caldwell, Lincoln Commercial, was winner 
of the singles event with a respectable 656 total. 


Happy Vacation... Come Back Alive! 


WINDSHIELD 
WIPERS AND 
BLADES 


HEADLIGHTS 


STEERING 


Homeward bound from a happy va- 
cation trip; making good time along an 
express highway, a driver suddenly 
found himself in the midst of a down- 
pour with smeary windshield wipers. 
The rubber on the wiper blades was 
dried out and worn, unable to effec: 
tively remove the rain film for clear 
vision at turnpike speeds. The image 
of a truck loomed before him through 
the wavy streaks on the windshield. 
Almost before his foot reached the 
brake pedal, the car overtook the slow- 
moving vehicle. The car struck the 
truck a glancing blow as its brakes were 
squealing—a skid off the road into the 
concrete pillar of an overpass. The toll 
—three dead and one critically injured; 
a sad ending to a vacation. 

Careless driving? Maybe so, but 
much of the danger could have been 
eliminated before these folks left home. 
The windshield wipers as well as other 
components of the car which are essen- 
tial to safety should have been checked 
in advance. 

We want our people to return from 
their vacations rested, sound and 
healthy. Don’t allow disaster to mar 


REAR 
VIEW 
MIRROR 


BRAKES 


WINDSHIELD 
WASHER 
SOLVENT 


your trip. Drive safely is the first rule, 
of course. But before taking off on your 
journey give your car a 10-point “safety 
check.” It is better if it should be done 
by your garageman, but you can even 
do it yourself. Here are the ten safe- 
driving tips: 

1. Start with the brakes. If the pedal 
goes too far down, the brakes should be 
adjusted or relined. If you hold the pedal 


down hard and it "fades away” to the floor, 


there’s probably a leak in the system which 
should be corrected. 


2. Try your windshield wipers to be sure 
they are working properly and that the blade 
rubber is sufficiently “‘live’’ to clean the 
glass. 


3. If your car is so equipped, test the 
windshield washer. You should start out 
with a full jar of solvent. Experts suggest 
that eye strain and driving fatigue, par- 
ticularly at night, can be greatly reduced 
by washing dust and bugs from the wind- 
shield every 25 miles. It’s the answer to 
flying mud after a rain, too. 

4. Before getting out of the car, check 
the rear-view mirror. To avoid annoying 
vibration, be sure that it’s secure and 
properly adjusted. Clean it, too. 

5. Don’t forget to test the horn. It’s 
better to find a loose connection or other 
ailment before the horn is needed than after 
it’s too late. 
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HORN 


TAIL AND 
STOP LIGHTS 
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6. Next, check the steering for free play. 
A little “’slack’’ is normal, but more than 
an inch or two at the rim of the wheel 
indicates loose or worn parts. 

7. Now, taking a walk around the out- 
side, examine your tires carefully. Look at 
the treads and sidewalls, watching for bald 
spots and breaks. Don’t take a chance by 
traveling on questionable tires. Good rubber 
is good insurance. 

8. Turn on your lights and have some- 
one stand outside to check headlights on 
high and low beam, parking lights and front 
turn signals. 

9. Then check tail lights, stop lights and 
rear turn signals. A burned-out bulb can 
be mighty dangerous on a dark country road 
or highway. 

10. Finally, with the engine running, 
listen for the telltale hiss or rumble of a 
leaking muffler. Toxic exhaust gas may do 
more than make the passengers sick—it may 
put the driver to sleep, a far more ominous 
possibility. 

If you’ve discovered just one obstacle 
to safety in your 10-point safety check 
you may have saved someone's life. 
Your chances of making such a discow 
ery are 25%. In a recent voluntary 
check of more than one million cars, 
one out of four vehicles was found to 
be in need of safety service at one or 
more of these ten vital points. 


around 


Clockwise 
table: M. Sherman, R. E. Swanson, Instructor; E. W. Drewel, W. Cotton, Jr., 
D. Weaver, J. Findley, R. Zimmerman, L. P. Livingston, V. P. Spears, L. C. 
Hutchison, R. M. White. 


Advanced PBX and PABX Operation—Lincoln: 


Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—Lincoln: Clockwise around 
table: M. Shavlik, J. Albrandt, F. Nichelson, Wahoo; W. Minick, A. Ager, 
Instructor; M. Svoboda, Seward; E. Ochsner, Seward; D. Anderson, K. Studier. 
Not present; J. Durr, Nebraska City; P. Singleton. 
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Advanced Automatic Dial Switching—Lincoln: Clockwise around table: 
C. Ritchey; J. Landenburger, Friend; D. Norton, Crete; L. Tuxhorn; R. McCall, 
D. Neeman, W. Duer, A. Ager, Instructor; R. Martin, E. Canarsky, Wahoo; 
L. Cink, Wahoo; R. Berggren, Ashland; H. Butler, Ashland; C. Kermoade, 
Western. Not present: W. Berkland, R. Livingston, K. Myhre. 
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“Photo by M. L. Pilfold 

Fundamentals of Telephony—Hastings: Left to Right, seated: H. Cum- 
mings, M. Heath, J. Selko, N. Forsman, R. Cruickshank. Standing: H. Tubbs, 
Instructor; J. Roth, D. Webb, H. Moothart, G. Sinner, J. Keogh, M. Debacker, 
H. Kempf, D. Joynt. (All are Hastings Area employees except H. Moothart, 
employed by Farmers Independent Telephone Company at Red Cloud, 
Nebraska.) 


J. 


Fine Attendance at 


By J. S. Reed 


A total of 125 LT&T employees, representing the plant, 
engineering, and commercial departments of the Company, 
have completed the 1956 series of vocational evening classes. 
The courses offered in 1954 and 1955 proved to be so pop- 
ular that the project was repeated and the number of sub- 
jects was expanded this year. Twelve employee groups held 
weekly meetings this year. Of these, eight were in Lincoln 
and, for the first time in LT€&T history, four outside the 
capital city. Hastings had three vocational classes and Te- 
cumseh, one good-sized class. 


The following lists the course subjects, names of in- 
structors, and number of students in each class completing 
their course: 

Hastings: 

Fundamentals of Telephony, H. W. Tubbs, 

students 

Carrier Indoctrination and Manual and Toll Signalling and 

Switching, B. C. Macholan, Instructor—8 students 

Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching, J. W. Eckles, 

Instructor—13 students. 


Instructor—12 


Lincoln: 
Fundamentals 
students 


of Telephony, W. K. Eno, Instructor—13 


Carrier Indoctrination, A. L. Reed, Instructor—8 students 
Subscribers’ Station Installation and Repair, B. D. Pattison, 
Instructor—10 students. 
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ion—Li : kwise around 
Fundamentals of PBX and PABX Operation Lincoln: Cloc wis 
circle: R. L. Hibbert, A. L. Higgins, R. Glenn, York; Cc. C. Minich, York; 
C. Mischnick, R. Kennedy, M. Schneider, M. Lohmeier, K. Paro, York; N. 
Hammond, Instructor (Standing); F. E. Smith. 


, 


Fundamentals of Telephony—Lincoln: Clockwise around table: K. Eno, 
Instructor (Standing); R. Ahl, J. Schrepf, F. Barnett, J. Krhaunek, D. Sullivan, 
J. Jantze, R. Baer, L. Way, R. Turner, R. Sorensen, R. Dehning. Not present: 
Dittenber, H. Ehrlich. 


and 4 Vere 


ocational Classes 


Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching, A. L. Ager, In- 
structor—9 students 


Advanced Automatic Dial Switching, A. L. Ager, Instructor— 
16 students 

Fundamentals of PBX and PABX Operation, N. E. Hammond, 
Instructor—9 students 

Advanced PBX and PABX Operation, Robert Swanson, Instruc- 
tor—10 students 


Manual and Dial Tolls Signalling and Switching, David Guthrie, 
Instructor—8 students 


Tecumseh: 


Dial Central Office and Carrier Equipment, W. L. Eckles, 
Instructor—24 students 


As was the case last year, the large attendance was 
especially gratifying as indicative of the determination of 
these employees to improve their knowledge of telephony. 
A large proportion of those who enrolled completed the 
courses. The instructors, all of whom are LT&T employees, 
are to be heartily commended for their efforts to present an 
interesting series of lessons selected to give the employees 
a better understanding of the theory and operation of various 
types of central office and station equipment and to bring 
them up to date on new developments in telephony. 

The twelve groups making up the vocational classes 
of °56 are pictured on these pages. Many of the men shown 
are Lincoln employees. The locations of employees from out- 
side of Lincoln are indicated in the captions. 


Photo by M. L. Pilfold 

Fundamentals of Automatic Dial Switching—Hastings: Left to Right, 
Seated: H. Hunzeker, Sutton; L. Garrett, Geneva; P. Eckles, Edgar; E. 
Moorhead, Clay Center; J. Bollman, Superior; R. Culver, Sutton; R. 


Hromadka, Hastings; R. Francis, Hebron, and R. Lemkau, Hebron; Standing: 
J. Bauer, Superior; J. Eckles, York, Instructor; and J. Brockmeyer, Hebron. Not 
present; F. P. Darnold, Hastings; M. L. Pilfold, Hastings. 


Subscribers’ Station instaiiation and Repair—Lincoin: Clockwise around 
table: R. Lane, M. Deubelbeiss, A. Behm, J. Gray, M. Welsh, Nebraska City; 
H. Hansen, David City; J. Richards, Nebraska City; D. Nielson, H. Robinette, 
R. Slote. Standing: B. Pattison, Instructor. Not present: J. Dittenber, R. 
Wilson. 


es as : See Ly ; 

Tecumseh Chieftain Photo 
Dial Central Office and Carrier Equipment—Tecumseh: Left to Right— 
front row: D. A. Hester, Tecumseh; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee City; H. C. Rogers, 
Auburn; G. F. Damon, Auburn; W. L. Ecklies, Tecumseh, Instructor; C. P. 
Franzen, Pawnee City. Second row: I. Haith, Humboldt; S. D. Hanau, Hum- 
boldt; D. S. Weber, Tecumseh; J. D. Adamson, Tecumseh; H. T. Drake, 
Tecumseh; J. L. Mahoney, Tecumseh. Third row: D L. McCoy. Tecumseh; 
W. H. Husing, Sterling; G. L. Oglesby, Auburn; R. L. Johnson, Cook; J. C. 
Smith, Tecumseh; I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh; M. A. Birdsicy, Auburn. 
Fourth row: H. A. Williams, Pawnee City; F. L. Kipling, Auburn; M. John- 
son, Auburn; A. L. McVay, Auburn; S. M. Carr, Auburn; G. E. Eggleston, 

Pawnee City. 


Manual and Dial Toll Signalling and Switching—Lincoln: Left to 


Right: C. Sieck (partly hidden); D. Gilmore, Beatrice; F. Nichelson, Wahoo; 
F. Fisher, Beatrice; D. Guthrie, Instructor; F. Nevitt, Beatrice; H. Gillespie, 
Beatrice; L. Cink, Wahoo; C. Bender. 


Photo by M. L. Pilfold 

Carrier Indoctrination, and Manual and Dial Toll Signalling and 
Switching—Hastings: Left to Right: H. Lahr, Hastings; R. Drake, Hastings; 
B. Imier, Superior; F. Arvanette, Hastings; G. Murrish, Hastings; 6. Macholian, 
Hastings, Instructor; F. McCormick, Hastings; and H. Taedter, Hebron. Not 
present: D. McKean, Hastings. 


Carrier Indoctrination—Lincoln: Clockwise around table: T. Golden- 
stein, C. Eitzmann, E. Canarsky, Wahoo; W. Gake, G. Carter, J. Bloom, Al 
Reed, Instructor, J. Roland, David City; J. Behrns, David City; D. Anderson, 


61 Sales Minded Employoos. 
Win Honors in tho 


A summary of “Four ’56” activities for a month’s business ending April 24 
revealed that a record total of 61 employees had gained membership into the 
select circle, or increased their station in the galaxy of stars listed below. The 
club rolls now contain 120 members. Since the first of the year 2,356 service 
requests had been submitted, resulting in a total increase in annual gross revenue 
of $23,732. Two-thirds of the requests made resulted in sales. 


kKkKKK*K 
Dewey Lewis, Lincoln........................2..-2-2--2+2---+-- 26 
G. W. Heikes, Beatrice....................2.2.... 2.2.2... 24 
KKK K* 
Jerry Schrepf, Lincoln....................00...02....22-.22ee-+ 20 
kkk k 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth................. 2.2.2.2... 19 
L. C. Hutchison, Lincoln...............2.00.0.000 00220222... 18 
E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth.......0.0.0202 002.02 17 
Ruth White, Lincoln...................2...0.0000. 0.2.2.2 16 
A. E. Stansbury, Beatrice .....................0 Lee... 16 
J. E. Tarner, Beatrice. .n...0c..0cc.ccsccsecsesee, cedingtions 16 


Club Leaders 


KKK 


Mae Meduna, Wahoo .....................2-2-.---. -----++-+ 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings....................... --..2-2----- 
M. A. Lohmeier, Lincoln..........................-....------- 
R. H. Fischer, Milford_........................2.2..2-2-------+- 
Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth....................-...- esedcasien 


x* 


E. J. Kalkwarf, Lincoln...............0.00000000-2.200022 ee 
Velma Bock, Geneva......................2--2.--02e0eeeeeeee 
H. F. Kempf, Hastings..........................0 s-2-------+ 
H. ©. Wentink, Hastings....................... ------------ 
Karen Speckmann, Wahoo................----. --:+-----+"- 
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kk 
Mary Beaty, Wahoo... 10 
J. E. Caley, Fairbury... 10 
C. H. Kermoade, Western... is 10 
F. M. Crewdson, Hastings... = ds 10 
L. A. Genrich, Beatrice... = 9 
Don Gilmore, Beatrice... 9 
P. J. Guelker, Beatrice... Fe eRe See eT 9 
G. C. Shipley, Seward...........00.0.0020000 occ cece eee 9 
WD. Qatnn, Lineolticiacesccsc.csccsess eccsceeed cece 8 
J. D. Green, Lincoln...........2..00.00.000.00.00.. 22 eee eee 8 
D. E. Webb, Hastings..................00..0.00..0 Le ce eee 8 
Betty Beebe, Osceola...............0.0000000000002 lees 8 


Now, it is our pleasure to introduce the month’s new members. Their identi- 
fication is followed by a number which indicates their credited sales to April 24. 


Catherine Cassell 
Sutten—4 


Elaine Bockerman 
Hastings—5 


4 
44.9 


E. W. Drewel 
Lincoin—6 


tkkekkxP. V. Eckles 
Edgar—16 


Vivian Dee 


Davia City—5 Humboldt—4 


R. M. Green 
Lincoln—6 


E. J. Flowerday 
Hastings—5 
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Emma L. DeJonge 


E. T. Dougherty 
Lincoln—6 


H. T. Drake 
Tecumseh—4 


I. C. Haith 
Humboldt—4 


N. E. Hammond 
Lincoin-——5 


H. F. Hansen 
David City—5 


Phyllis Jones 
Hastings—4 


G. E. Miller 
Lincoln—4 


%kxEldeen Riese 


Hastings—9 


Lucille Schliep 
Hastings—4 


° TOES He TS 
ae ee Br 


Soe BO Pai 
tc = 


R. C. Hawkins 
Lincoln—4 


D. R. Joynt 


J. J. Miller 
Lincolh—4 


Janis Root 
Ashlend—5 


*xG. L. Sinner 
Hastings—8 


C. R. Holloway 
Directory Sales—6 


F. L. Kipling 
Auburn—4 


Ewald Ochsner 
Sewerd—5 


J. L. Roth 
Hastings—4 


Betty Thomsen 
Ashland—4 


Barbara Streich 
W ahoo—4 


R. H. Hunzeker 
Sutton—6 


R. D. Lemkau 
Hebron—4 


A. J. Parde 
Beatrice—4 


Lucyle Scheidemann 


Sutton—7 


Christiane Tillman 
Ashland—4 


Dorothy Jelinek 
Wahoo—4 


Loretta MclIInay 
Crete—4 


L. E. Reighard 
Lincoln—6 


L. P. Schlentz 
Lincoln—6 


H. L. Whitney 
Superior—5 


The Fabulous Talking Machine 


Back in the days when Edison first invented the phono- 
graph no one was more enthusiastic about its future than 
the Wizard of Menlo Park himself. At first the public was 
shown only the cylinder machine with the big horn that 
played to the crowd. We learn from contemporary records 
that a single machine could earn as much as $1,800 a week. 
Later Edison invented the “jukebox,” or “nickelodeon,” 
whereby a nickel dropped in the slot entitled the customer to 
a set of earphones, which brought them speech or a popular 
song. All in all, the phonograph was so successful that Edi- 
son soon felt sufficiently confident to peer into the future 
of his famed and favorite invention. 


In an article for the North American Review in June 
1878, he predicted ten ways in which the phonograph could 
be put to fuller use. As you will see from the excerpts quoted 
here, it was a remarkably prescient forecast, for of the ten 
suggestions, only one—number seven—has not come to pass, 
and it probably could be assembled in a few hours by most 
any electrical engineering student using as components a 
clock, a relay and a recording device. 

Mr. Edison’s predictions for uses of the phonograph 
were: 

1. Letter writing and all kinds of dictation without the 
aid of a stenographer. 

2. Phonographic books, which will speak to blind peo- 
ple without effort on their part. 

3. The teaching of elocution. 


4. Reproduction of music. 


5. “The Family Record”; a registry of sayings, reminis- 
cences, etc., by members of a family in their own voices, and 
of the last words of dying persons. 

6. Music boxes and toys. 

7. Clocks that would announce in articulate speech the 
time for going home, going to meals, etc. 

8. The preservation of languages by exact reproduction 
of the manner of pronouncing. 

9. Educational purposes—such as preserving the ex- 
planations made by a teacher, so the pupil can refer to them 
at any moment, and spelling and other lessons placed upon 
the phonograph for convenience in committing to memory. 

10. Connection with the telephone, so as to make that 
instrument an auxiliary in the transmission of permanent and 
invaluable records, instead of being the recipient of mo- 
mentary and fleeting communication. 

The last of these suggestions is perhaps the most inter- 
esting to telephone people, for it has just been perfected after 
all these years. Engineers at the Thomas A. Edison factory 
in West Orange, New Jersey, working with experts of the 
Bell company, have designed a system whereby it is possible 
to pick up a telephone, dial a special code number and reach 
a recording device in a central transcription room. Now be- 
ing used in test installation at a large hospital, a giant fac- 
tory and a leading insurance company, the new system called 
Dial Televoice has already proved in just a few months that 
it can save considerable time, money and effort wherever it 
is used. Quite a tribute to Thomas A. Edison and Alexander 
Graham Bell, two of America’s great inventors. 
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R. S. Baldwin 
Lincoln 


40 Years 


O. (Dewey) Nelsen 
Lincoln 


40 Years 


J. L. Baxter 
Lincoln 


35 Years 


C. F. Peachman 
Lincoln 


35 Years 
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Olga Andersen 


Superior 


10 Years 


Osceola 


10 Years 


Service 
Anniversaries 


Ai YEARS J. H. Hartley, Lincoln. 


AQ YEARS R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto 
Nelsen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 


35 YEARS J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. 
F, Peachman, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene 
Swan, David City. 

31 YEARS W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. 
H. Metcalf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Platts- 
mouth; R. E. Wait, Stromsburg. 

29 YEARS Minnie Allen, Lincoln; H. O 


George C. Mann 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


Charles G. Riedel 


Gillespie, Beatrice. Lincoln 
28 YEARS A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 40 Years 
27 YEARS Moreane Alldritt, E. J. Flower- 

day, Hastings; R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 

23 YEARS Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS L. W. Cleveland, Almyra Met- 

calf, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS R. R. Winders, Lincoln. 

19 YEARS G.C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln; 

Hilda Ramsey, Tecumsch. 

15 YEARS Merna Bates, David City. 

14 YEARS Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, 

Lincoln; C. H. Kermoade, Western. 

13 YEARS M. J. Brandt, Beatrice; Viola 

Clough, R. B. Hobson, Lincola; Thelma bi ae oer 
Tritsch, Plattsmouth. Lincoln 
11 YEARS J. G. Duer, Nebraska City; W. 35 Years 


L. Eckles, Jr., Tecumseh; C. R. Stock, D. C. 
Weaver, Lincoln. 

10 YEARS Olga Andersen, Superior; W. P. 
Barry, Osceola; Frances Duryea, Dawson; 
R. W. Slote, Lincoln; Beatrice Sundberg, 
York. 

9 YEARS Bonnie Biggs, Nebraska City; C. 
P. Franzen, Pawnee City; Clarice Fuller, Be- 
atrice; J. J. Keogh, Hastings; W. M. Sher- 
man, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS Arleen Fitzpatrick, Deris Hardt, 
Kennetha Perry, Lincoln; Lydia McGuire, 
Crete; Maxine Stolzenburg, Geneva. 

7 YEARS 4H. A. Ehrlich, Lois Meyers, Patri- 
cia Tindall, Lincoln. 

5 YEARS Dorothy Clark, Vera Orton, Ne- 
braska City; D. J. Donovan, H. G. Ewerth, 
W. D. Minich, N. M. Schmeltzer, R. D. 


Thallas, Lincoln. 


Merna Bates 
David City 
15 Years 


Frances Duryea 
Dawson 


10 Years 
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Lincoln 
10 Years 


Beatrice Sundberg 
York 
10 Years 


Eckles, Roland and Dill To New Surroundings 


W. L. Eckles, Jr. 


J. H. Roland 


Chief Switchman Wire Chief Wire Chief 
Beatrice Tecumseh David City 


The approaching Beatrice conversion 
is already casting its effect with a series 
of personnel assignments beginning with 
that of William L. Eckles, Jr., who has 
been appointed chief switchman for the 
Beatrice exchange. Succeeding to his 
former position as Tecumseh wire chief 
is J. H. (Stub) Roland, who in turn 
is succeeded as David City wire chief 
by O. B. Dill. The appointments were 
announced by George P. Barney, gen- 
eral plant superintendent. 

The Eckles family is one of the most 
prolific in the rearing of LT&T tele- 
phone men and Bill began his career 
in May 1945 under the tutelage of his 
father, who was area manager at Platt- 
smouth at the time. The call to military 
service interrupted his work in Sep- 
tember of that year, He returned as 
switchman at Lincoln in March 1947 
and a couple months later transferred 
to Tecumseh in a like capacity. He was 
made sub-foreman in March 1951 and 
four months later was promoted to wire 
chief. His appointment as Beatrice chief 
switchman was effective May 1 and he 
will be on the job gathering experience 
during the entire installation period of 
the new equipment. 


J. H. Roland dates his service with 
the company from March 6, 1934 when 
he was employed in the construction 
department at Lincoln as groundman. 
He worked as a crew member until 
February 1936 when he was assigned to 
Beatrice Plant as a lineman. He re- 
turned to the construction forces as 
lineman in March 1938 and in 1942 
became a truck driver. In December 
1945 Stub went back to Beatrice as 
combinationman, where he remained 
until his appointment as David City 
wire chief in August 1953. His tenure 
as Tecumseh wire chief was effective 
April 15. 

O. B. Dill also came to LT&T as 
groundman in the construction depart- 
ment. His initial employment was in 
December 1929, but the following 
March he resigned to try his hand at 
farm work. He appeared again on the 
payroll that fall as groundman and line- 
man but left the company the following 
spring and did not resume employment 
until February 1941. He served as ex- 
change lineman until October 1942 
when he became combinationman at 
David City, the position he now leaves 
to become exchange wire chief. 


JOURNEY’S END | 


Albert L. Henderson, father of Wilma 
Drake, Lincoln Traffic, passed away April 
10 in Lincoln. Services were held April 12 
at Wadlow’s Mortuary, Lincoln. 

Mrs. Margaret Wood, mother of Marie 
Jackson, Engineering, passed away April 13. 
Services were held April 17 at Rorer & Sons 
Mortuary, with burial at Lincoln Memorial 
Fark, 

Elzie Morehead, father of Cecile Morehead 
of Tecumseh Traffic, passed away April 21. 
Funeral services were held April 24 at 


Pawnee City. 


Death of Samuel Parks 


Samuel D. Parks, who has been em- 
ployed for the past three years as jan- 
itor at the 15th and M building, died 
on April 15 after suffering a heart at- 
tack. Mr. Parks worked the night shift, 
from midnight until 8 a.m., and was 
preparing to journey to his former home 
at Brownville on his vacation when the 
seizure occurred on April 4. He was 
57 years of age. Funeral services were 
held April 18 at a Lincoln mortuary, 


Statistics on Sickness 


The accounting department, on April 
10, issued the results of an interesting 
study of sickness absences of employees 
of LT&T for a twelve-month period 
ending August 31, 1955. 

The figures disclosed that there was 
an average of 24 employees away from 
their jobs every day because of sick- 
ness or accidental injury. The daily 
cost to the company was in the neigh- 
borhood of $300. Most startling dis- 
closure was that 10% of the women re- 
ceived the dubious credit of causing 
68% of all sickness absence for their 
sex: while 13% of the men accounted 
for 78% of the male absences. For the 
group, as a whole, 11% of the em- 
ployees accumulated 73% of the total 
sickness absences. One-third of the em- 
ployees had no sickness absence during 
the study period. 

The peak of sickness absence for 
males was in December with the lowest 
month being June; while for female em- 
ployees the highest absence rating oc- 
curred in March, with the lowest month 
registered in August. 


Folk Dance Council Honors 
Ray Clinton 


Our Lincoln maintenance inspector 
was a very surprised person when he 
was called to the stage at the annual 
Spring Folk Dance 
Festival where, be- 
fore 3,000 dancers 
and spectators, he 
was presented with 
a gift and a certifi 
cate attesting his 
great contribution 
to the furtherance 
of the art in Nebras- 
ka. Mr. Clinton 
richly deserves 
whatever honors may come to him in 
this field for he has long been one of 
its most enthusiastic sponsors. He has 
served as president of the Lincoln Coun- 
cil, acted as M.C. at one of the fes- 
tivals, served several terms on its ex- 
ecutive committee and was instrumental 
in bringing square dancing into LT@T 
employee activities, being the originator 
and first president of the “Forty- 
niners,’ the employee folk dancing 
group which still is a going and grow- 


R. L. Clinton 


ing organization. 


Q. 


ra) 


the ? box 


Employees are invited to submit 
questions concerning matters of com- 
pany operation, organization finances, 
policies and practices for publication in 
this column. The answers wil! be writ- 
ten by qualified management personnel. 
The questions are to be addressed to 
M. M. Hale, vice president, and need 
not be signed; although the employee’s 
exchange and department should be 
identified. They may be sent to Mr. 
Hale through company mail. 

Q. What disposition was made of the un- 
subscribed common stock offered to 
the stockholders during 1955? If there 
was a surplus, why was it not offered 
for sale to employees? 

A. There were fewer shares of stock of- 
fered to our stockholders in 1955 than 
in previous years and the offering 
was even better subscribed. This re- 
sulted in only a nominal number of 
unsubscribed shares. If employees had 
been allowed to subscribe for only 
one share each, we could not have 
filled even half the applications which 
prior experience would lead us to ex- 
pect. We have also had a considerable 
degree of difficulty when making these 
small offerings to employees by rea- 
son of certain employees signing up 
for others who were not interested in 
personally buying a share or two, In 
order to receive a greater number of 
shares. It therefore seemed impossible 
to make a fair allocation of the very 
small number of available shares to 
employees genuinely interested. The 
unsubscribed shares were therefore sold 
at the regular offering price to thir- 
teen management personnel. 
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With the coming of outdoor weather our reve- 
nues are nicely bolstered by the 24-hour tele- 
phone booths liberally stationed throughout the 
territory. Dora Plessel, Seward Traffic, represents 
a customer at one of the installations. 


Lauretfa Piper Retires 


The retirement of Lauretta Piper, 
York Traffic, became effective at her 
request on April 15, and Mrs. Piper re- 
turned to her fav- 
orite vocation as 
housewife. There is 
some concern as to 
the effect of the 
added homecooked 

neals on the figure 

of Husband Lyle, 
who already is pleas- 
ingly buxom, but 
this will be one of 
the few problems in 
Lauretta’s new way of life. 

As Lauretta Rowley she came to 
LT&T when only 14, as an operator at 
Bradshaw, but resigned her position in 
September 1921 to return to school. 
She appeared again as a student opera- 
tor at York in March 1929, rising to 
assistant chief in 1936 and to chief oper- 
ator in 1938. She came to Lincoln Trat- 
fic as supervisor of methods in 1942 and 
a year later transferred to General Traf- 
fic as methods supervisor. She resigned 
in November 1945 to marry Lyle Piper, 
construction foreman, who had just re- 
turned from military service in the 
Western Pacific. 

Mrs. Piper reentered employment in 
York Traffic in 1947 for a period of 
two years. Again in 1951 she became 
a member of the department and has 
been employed continuously since. She 
has been a member of the Pioneer chap- 
ter for the past eight years. 


BIG DAYS AHEAD 


Two big events are in the immediate 
offing. First is the Shimby-Shamby golf 
tournament as announced by Dewey 
Nelsen, golfing secretary. The affair 
will be held at Hilltop Country Club. 
Wahoo, on Sunday, May 20. The 
Shimby-Shamby tournament is a great 
leveler, and it is expected that the 
Opportunity to share in the plentiful 
prizes will entice the usual number of 
golfers, together with a liberal sprink- 
ling of rank duffers. All are welcome, 
and will add to the fun. 

The second spectacular is the an- 
nual banquet of the Frank H. Woods 
Pioneer chapter which will be held at 
the Cornhusker Hotel on Saturday, 
June 2. Advance ticket reservations al- 


Lauretta Piper 
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Promotions, 


Title Changes 


Ardis Henderson 
Service Assistant 
Ashland 


Plant 


Ronald L. Cotton, janitor, Lincoln, to 
shopman, Supply. 

Lowell D. Keedy, combinationman, Syra- 
cuse, to lineman, Construction. 

Dean L. Kissinger, driver, Construction, 
to groundman, Tecumseh. 

Thomas A. Leonard, lineman, Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, Plattsm»uth. 

Ervin D. Mather, combinationman, Platts- 
mouth to Weeping Water. 

Edward F. Maupins, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 

Donald R. Nielsen, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 

Jerry D. Schrepf, coin collector, Lincoln 
Commercial, to clerk, Supply. 

James C. Selko, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Hastings. 


Traffic 
Ardis E. Henderson, operator to service 
assistant, Ashland. 
Jacqueline Schizas, typist to stenographer, 
General Traffic. 
Donna Thompson, operator, Lincoln to 


York. 


ready point toward one of the chap- 
ter’s largest assemblies. Tickets are of- 
fered only to pioneers, each of whom 
is entitled to bring a guest. 
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At a previous Wahoo tournament, Bob Ross 
and Gay Henderson have fought their ball out of 
yonder corn field to cautiously approach the pin. 


anata 


LT&T was on parade twice during the past 
month. A company booth formed a prominent 
pert of the Home Show held at the Beatrice 
city auditorium April 20 and 21; while an out- 
¢tanding display was set up at the University of 
Nebraska for Engineers’ Day, on April 26. 

Many fine comments were received from the 
viewers of both exhibits and undoubtedly much 
progress was made in telling the story of our 
services. The displays were designea by A. B. 
Gorman and Loran Powell of General Com- 
mercial. 

Myra Metcalf and Irene Combs, traveling in- 
structors, worked with Lela Watson, Beatrice 
chief operator, and her service assistants to dem- 
cnstrate local and direct distance dialing. Ray- 
mond Johnson, Charles Kermoade, W. H. Husing, 
W. D. Quinn and W. R. Huddleston were narra- 


LT&I Displays at Beatrice and U. of N. 
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tors for various other displays. Over 3,000 people 
passed through the portals of the two-day 
Hlome Show, which featured the electronic secre- 
tery, hands-free telephone, colored sets, amplify- 
ing sets for hard of hearing and other services 
end equipment. 

The display at the University also included the 
iocal and toil demonstration boards, special serv- 
ices and an array of antique telephones. Miss 
Metcalf and Mrs. Combs were again on hand to 
present the story of customer toll dialing while 
the balance of the exhibit was attended by per- 
scnnel of the engineering college. 

The picture above, taken at the Beatrice 
Home Show, finds Virginia Coon and Lela Watson, 
ot left, awaiting the next surge of the crowd. At 
right, Raymond Johnson is explaining the me- 
chanics of local dialing to some townspeople. 


Statistics 


We quote from Jim Morrison's Ne- 
braska Telephone Association Bulletin 
the following interesting facts and fig- 
ures which he has gleaned from a num- 
ber of authentic sources: 

For more than ten years now, babies have 
been born at the rate of four million per 
year. More and more families are having 
the second, third and fourth child. City 
women average two children while farm 
women average three children. 

The number of marriages is down a bit 
because of fewer births in the 1930's. There 
are fewer adults today of the marriage ages. 
By 1960, however, a new marriage wave and 
then during all the 1960’s another all time 
high baby boom. Divorces are running at 
the rate of one for every four marriages. 

Women on the average live six years long- 
er than men, and most wives average three 
years younger than their husbands. Thus, 
the average married woman can anticipate 
being a widow up to nine years. As a con- 
sequence women control most of the nation’s 
wealth. 

By 1965 our nation will be composed pri- 
marily of youngsters 15 years and younger 
and oldsters 65 and over. People in the age 
25 to 45 group will be fewer in number. 

We now have i167 million people in this 
country. By 1975 we'll have more than 
221 million. 

Pay checks are also growing. In 1950 


8.7 million families had incomes in the 
$5,000 to $10,000 bracket. In 1955 15.7 
million were in this class. Lower income 
groups are shrinking. In 1950 there were 
35.2 million families with less than $5,000 
annual income. In 1955 this group had de- 
clined to 30 million families. An estimated 
21 million women are working on paid jobs. 
The trend is definitely toward more employ- 
ment of women. It is one out of three today. 


Thus the population keeps growing and 
family incomes are expected to go higher. 
This means more people to buy telephone 
service and more money to spend for it. 
All during the 1960’s we’ll need from 12 
to 2 million new homes to house the young- 
sters who will then reach marrying age. By 
the 1970's it is predicted that we'll need 
over 2 million new homes per year. Farm 
population is shrinking and this seems to be 
the long range trend. Nebraska cities and 
larger towns are gaining population while 
the smaller towns and rural areas continue 
to lose. There seems to be nothing on the 
horizon to halt this trend. 


In 1944 Nebraska had 1,200,000 people. 
At the end of 1954 we had 1,370,000 or a 
gain in ten years of 5.4%. For the past six 
years births have stayed close to 32,000 and 
deaths at 13,000. At the present time we 
have an estimated 465,000 telephones for 
an increase of 20% in the past ten years. 
During this period we have installed tele- 
phones three times faster than our population 


increased. 


Ervin Pfeifer, Custodian Section, now with 
the Armed Forces, and Connie Jean Van 
Winkle of Lincoln were united in marriage 
March 31 at Christ Methodist Church in 
Lincoln. After a honeymoon in Colorado 
they will live at Fort Knox, Kentucky, where 
Ervin is stationed. 


The wedding of Emily Bohaty and Ber- 
nard Sladky took place April 11 at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Weston. Mrs. Sladky is 
a member of Wahoo Traffic. 

Donna DeMoulin, Hastings Traffic, and 
Frank Kuhn were married April 11 at Holy 
Trinity Church in Blue Hill. The couple 
will make their future home in Omaha. 

Rowena Light, General Traffic, became the 
bride of James Kaiser in a ceremony per- 
formed April 22 at the Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in York. They will live on a farm 
rear York. 


BLESS 
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Mr. and Mrs. Leo Witcofski are the proud 
parents of their fourth daughter, Peggy Lee, 
who was born April 26 at the Beatrice 
Lutheran Hospital. Peggy Lee’s mother is 
Sophia Witcofski of the Wymore traffic 
department. 


A, Polling Balt is 
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No Matter Where 
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Why | Like My Job 


By Mary Pohlenz 
pees Seas ¥ semen memieneh me | 3 x P | s 


Several of our employees recently 
responded to a request made by the 
Kiwanis Club of Lincoln, to prepare a 
500-word essay entitled “Why I Like 
My Job.” The Kiwanis project of ob- 
taining expressions from employees im 
various lines of endeavor is designed 


for use in conjunction with vocational 
guidance at Lincoln High School. It 
is of real value and assistance to stu- 
dents in charting their future course t 

the business world. Most of us can say 
we like our job, though few have tried 
to put into writing the reasons for 
liking it. We think you'll enjoy_the 
following essay written by Mary _Poh- 
lenz of Lincoln Commercial. Others 
will be published in future issues of the 
News. 

Did you ever wonder why you liked your 
job? Oftentimes people are satisfied and 
content with their work but never have 
taken time to analyze the reason why. 
This question was asked me and after much 
deliberation here is my reply. 


Being a telephone operator was quite 


an experience in that it acquainted me i 
correct telephone manners, toll tickets an 
the most 


circuit usage. In my _ opinion, 
exciting times in the operating room were 
during holidays and ‘Operation’ Snow 
Bound.’’ Telephone business gets !n your 
blood; therefore switchboard operating was 
not enough for me. When the position of 
clerk in the general traffic department was 
posted, | applied. There my knowledge was 
increased by leaps and bounds and I be- 
came familiar with toll circuit usage In an 
entirely new aspect. My principal duties 
were reports and routines used to determine 
switch and circuit requirements. . 

When a clerk’s position was posted in 
the local commercial department a new 
realm was opened for me. | applied and 
was accepted. At last | found a_slow- 
mounting contentment, not felt before, in 
that | could use my knowledge of telephone 
manners and toll tickets acquired from the 
aperating room; my knowledge of the terri- 


tory and use of figures from General Traffic, 
and still have contact with the public. 

After learning the routine of the office 
| was drafted for the ‘‘final bill’” desk. Here 
| am able to use initiative and not be tied 
down by routine work as often is the case 
in other offices. My job deals only with 
subscribers who no longer have service for 
Cne reason or another and, although basic- 
ally handled the same, somehow each final 
bill is different. In a way | am in touch 
with the pulse of Lincoln as to the migra- 
tion and economical conditions of our city. 

Another aspect of my job is the benefits 
afforded me. We have a group insurance 
plan for employees that is of 1seasonable 
cost and the policy increases in value as 
wages grow. The Employees Co-Operative 
Credit Association is an organization where 
you can save with a very liberal interest 
rate and have the power to borrow if you 
are “‘needy.‘” We also have a Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Association which 
provides money when serious illness could 
financially harm you. In fact, the Associa- 
tion becomes better and better each year. 
This hospitalization and medica! plan _ is 


available for a sum much lower than out- 
side rates. 


Now for the fun—yes, we have social 
activities at which we have more fun than 
a “‘small boy at a county fair ’’ Since | 
hove been with the company | have had 
the privilege to serve on a committee at 
every company picnic, and just last year | 
had my first experience with the Christmas 
Party committee. | had fun at the adult 
party, but had more fun than the children 
at the children’s party. | bowl once a week 
ond sing in the chorus every Christmas. 
These are only a few of the types of relaxa- 
tion offered by this company and | have 
found any suggestion regarding sports and 
hobbies is given ample consideration. 

Need | go further? | am sure you under- 
stand why i like my job and why | have 
stayed with the company this long. 

Mary M. Pohlenz, 


Lincoln Commercial Department. 


Headlines 


A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, 
was elected treasurer of the Ninth Dis- 
trict of the Advertising Federation of 
America at the annual district conven- 
tion held at Wichita, Kansas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Ager were elected 
co-presidents of Capitol P.T.A. at Lin- 
coln at the April meeting. Their chil- 
dren are: Bill, 19; Judy, 11; Marilyn, 
9; and Linda, 5. 

Mike Danaher, exchange manager at 
Wymore, was elevated to the presi- 
dency of the Wymore Lions Club at 
the annual election of officers held 
May 7. The Club will adjourn for the 
summer and Mr. Danaher will begin 
his official duties with the opening of 
the fall meetings in September. 
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As the Editor Saw Ii 


We got a chuckle from the Polk 
Progress, as Editor Norris Alfred intro- 
duced the town’s new outdoor tele- 
phone booth to his readers in the fol- 
lowing fashion: 


“What kind of a building is treat at the 
south end of Main Street? It looks like 
. . . it can’t be. . . never saw one painted 
orange before ... wires to it. . . must be 
a new-fangled electric one.” 


““WHOOPS! Pardon me. My Mistake.” 


A lady and her girl friend driving 
down a country road saw a telephone 
lineman scurrying up a pole some dis: 
tance ahead of the car. 

“Well!” said the lady indignantly, 
“to look at that fool you’d think I 
didn’t know how to drive.” 
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Jim Hatfield and Dick McCoy face each other 
at the LT&T bowling tournament. 


Our Cover 


Cold weather activities have come to 
a halt, leaving behind memories among 
employees of months full of fun and 
fellowship. Our cover salutes some of 
the employee endeavors: table tennis, 
basketball, square dancing and bowling. 
The latter sport takes the spotlight, 
particularly for drawing a whopping 
crowd of 90 devotees of the art to the 
Bowlmor Alleys at Lincoln on April 
8 for the annual company tournament. 

That the day was full of fierce com’ 
petition is exemplified by the two par- 
ticipants on the cover who are about 
to renew the famous Hatfield-McCoy 
feud after a truce of several generations. 
Jim Hatfield, of Stromsburg Plant at 
left, faces Dick McCoy, of Tecumseh 
plant. Their smiles indicate that it is 
all in fun. Dick’s mountaineer beard is 
being grown for the Tecumseh Centen- 
nial which is to be held later in the 
year. 


Good Question 

She had a paper and pencil ready as 
the information operator looked up the 
number. 

“Vadam.’ said the operator, “the 
number is Capital 3-2876.” 

The woman paused a moment, then 
asked. “How do you make a capital 3?” 

—New Jersey Bell. 


Welcome Joyann 


We invite your undivided attention 
to the General Traffic news column in 
this issue. It was penned by Joyann 
Krieger, making her 
debut as associate 
editor for that de- 
partment. Joyann 
succeeds Rowena 
Light, who recently 
shed her duties as 
secretary and asso- 
ciate editor for the 
title of housewife. 
Miss Krieger has 
been a member of 
General Traffic since last September. 
She taps a fluent typewriter and does 
a fine job in rounding up news among 
her constituency. We welcome her into 
the editorial fold. 


Joyann Krieger 


In Case of Accident 


Drivers who are involved in or reach 
the scene of an accident should keep 
one consideration in mind above all 
others. Take no chances with the in- 
jured. The proper handling of injured 
persons can save lives and minimize the 
injury. The most important step is to 
send for a doctor. While waiting for 
medical or police help, do what you 
can to make the victims comfortable and 
keep them warm. Move or render first 
aid only if clearly necessary and if you 
know exactly what to do and how to 
do it. 


The Worth of a Man 


This much we hold to be true: Few 
people can rise high in this world by 
the application of their own talents and 
efforts alone. It matters little how much 
work a man can do or how excellent 
his performance, he will not advance 
far in business or in the eyes of his fel- 
lowmen if he cannot work with and 
through others. 

One of the finest traits of human- 
kind is the inherent desire that rests in 
all of us to succeed in our endeavors, 
but this is not the same as the aspira- 
tion for bigness—which has hurt many 
folks. Forcing oneself into the limelight 
at the expense of others is a wrong idea 
of success or greatness. Such a person 
may even think he is accomplishing 
his ends until the time comes when he 
must rely on the support and good will 
of those about him. Usually that is the 
day of rude awakening, 

But greatness can be achieved by any 
man who can acclimate himself to his 
place in the scheme of life; earn the re- 
spect of his fellow workmen and neigh- 
bors; the love of his wife and children; 
be provident and grow through the 
years in fortitude, wisdom and consid- 
eration. 

If you want to measure your present 
success—if you want to know how rich 
you really are, spend an hour with your 
thoughts this evening. Think what 
would be left of you tomorrow if you 
were to lose every dollar you own to- 
night. 


“THE BALD IGGLE” 


EVEN A LI'L 
OL CHILD LIKE 
AH |S KNOWS TH’ 
TRUTH. WHEN MAH 
PAPPY BUYS U.S. 

SAVINGS BONDS HE 
IS HELPIN’ MAH 
FUTURE THE 
BEST WAY 
THERE Is. 


TRUTH. YO KIN BE SURE ‘BOUT 
THET. WE |5 PILIN’ UP U.S. BONDS 
FO OUR SWEET LI’L SON 


By AL CAPP 


THET'S TH’ BALDIGGLE 


‘HONEST ABE? 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 


fit Association during April 1956: 

Primary Members: Ferne Burns, Account- 
ing, $20.00; Dolores Davis, Accounting, $7.50; 
Helen Pickard, Accounting, $174.45; E. O. 
Wait, Lincoln Switchroom, $10.00; M. A. Loh- 
meier, Lincoln Wire Chief’s Department 
£140.00; L. D. Keedy, Lincoln Construction, 
$154.00; I. L. Olson, Supply, $29.00; P. J. 
Guelker, Beatrice Plant, $35.00; R. H. Fischer, 
Milford Non-functional, $13.00; I. W. Halver- 
stadt, Tecumseh Plant, $400.00; S. G. Nelson, 
York Non-functional, $115.64; Donita Porter, 
Lincoln Traffic, $116.65; Carolyn Garver, 
Auburn Traffic, $153.95; Martha Penner, 
Beatrice Traffic, $190.99; Helen DeBord, Fair- 
kury Traffic, $61.50; Rosetta Habben, Hastings 
Traffic, $15.00; Mary Bethscheider, Hebron 
Traffic, $76.00; R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $15.00; Agnes Gustafson, Deceased, 
$170.00; W. E. Macdonald, Beatrice Pensioner, 
$20.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. A. M. Geist. Lincoln, 
$10.00; Mrs. W. W. Eden, Lincoln, $15.00; 
Janet Goldenstein, Lincoln, $27.50; Mrs. L. G. 
Saunders, Lincoln, $10.00; Mrs. W. D. Minich, 
Lincoln, $78.80; Mrs. F. W. Norton, Lincoln, 
$333.00; Mrs. C. W. Semple, Lincoln, $116.42; 
Mrs. R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln, $10.00; Glenn 
liggins, Lincoln, $223.85; Mrs. J. M. Isley, 
Lincoln, $304.00; Rose Marie Cink, Wahoo, 
$5.00; William Pauley, York, $10.00; Karren 
Foley, York, $25.00; Mrs. Roy J. Rogers, 
York, $74.40. 


Sorry, Messrs. Swanson 


The News makes an editorial bow be- 
fore Don and Bob Swanson, both of 
whom observe thier tenth anniversary 
with the company this year. Don com- 
pleted his ten years in April. Bob’s 
anniversary will be in September. Sad 
to say, Bob’s picture appeared above 
Don’s name under Service Anniver- 
saries in last month's News and es- 
caped the scrutiny of three proof- 
readings. It sometimes happens, we 
know not how. 


"Welcome fo LT&1"’ 


Accounting 
John Le Hardesty...c...... BGG... MASONS sere ccteviecce 4-14 
Esther Juengel................Mach. Opr., Prtg. Sec. 4-19 
RoIph Ratzioft: {Pcf.).Statt Asst. ics oiesceccncs 4-16 
Darlene Timm..............-- Mach: ODie. onccsmagece 3-26 
Commercial 
George W. Hancock...... Coml. Repr., Lincoln....4-1] 
Martha Ha:tz 
CSO ied wices Soc.) Clerk, Lincoln <i: 3-29 
Elaine Guilkey...........2.2.. Cierk, Lincoln ...........-.. 4- 2 
Plant 
John: -C, ° BlOOM reccecsescccce Radioman, Lincoln...... 3-26 
Ronald W. Cooper........ Groundman, Lincoln....4- 9 
Donald Cotton 
(Re-emp.) -.....222.22222-.. Groundman, Lincoln....4- 9 
Donald L. Furnas.......... Janitor, Lincoln .......... 4- 4 
Jerald H. Louthan........ Groundman, Lincoln....4- 2 
Robert E. Ryan.............. Janitor, Lineols ...22... 3-30 
Rosella Shurnaker......-... Service Opr., Lincoln....4-19 
Robert L. Smith.:.......- Groundman, Lincoln....3-26 
Donald W. Weikle........ Janitor, Lincoln .......... 4-16 
Merlin L. West (P.T.)..Warehouseman, 
SUIS coscadvetincessacied 4-16 
Mary Wynn...............-....Steno, Supply... ............ 4-10 
Traffic 
Catherine Bartholome..Opr., David City ........ 4- 2 
Viren Boldti: A oactscs ls ARE: do |g | CERES Ee Pr 4- 2 
Sarah Denman.............- Oo. EC Miwnncwccacecs 4- 9 
Verna Ewald..c......02.. Opr, Be@irice. scccsscixe 4- 3 
Donna Helgoth.............. Opic,  Waneos: 522.53 4- 2 
Viroinias JOCKSGR oscccccnces Opr.,. LINCOM — osceveseeces 4- 9 
Lois Ryder (Re-emp.)....Opr., Nebr. City-........-. 4-17 
Evelyn Senile. nee Opr., Beatrice... .........- 4- 3 
Greta Stratton................ Opr., Weeping Water..3-26 


DO-IT-YOURSELF TIPS FOR THE MAN WITH A LAWN 
HERE’S HOW... 


HERE’S HOW... 


MAKE A BEACH BACKREST 


MAKE LAWN STOOLS 


A folding, adjustable back- 
rest for beach or lawn use 1s 
made of lumber 34-inch thick. 

Make two 20-by- 24-inch 
frames, using lumber 2 inches 
wide. The long sides of the 
base frame are double thick- 
ness, the inner boards notched 
for backrest adjustment. I*as- 
ten all frame joints with glue 
and 6-penny finishing nails. 

The backrest boards extend 
3 inches top and bottom. 

Props are % by 2 by 14 
inches. Bore 1-inch dowel 
holes 1 inch from the end of 


20x 20 
CANVAS 
SEAT 


each prop. Insert an 18!4-inch 
piece of 1-inch dowel] in the 
lower holes, allowing it to ex- 
tend 34 inch beyond the props. 
Pin the dowels in place with 
4-penny finishing nails. Bore 
dowel holes 14 inches from the 
top of the backrest frame. In- 
sert a 20-inch piece of dowel 
through the frame and props, 
pinning it to the frame, but 
allowing the props to swing. 

The canvas seat is fastened 
with upholstery tacks to the 
lower edge of the back boards. 


Ks) 
gf ip 7 €C0x 24 


jf] ~~ FRAME 
Fx2x/4-CUT 
a ENDS 1!“ RADIUS 
DOWELS 1" CENTE? 


| 2 DOWEL 
VA / 4xFNOTCH 
AN ~ «SON 2” CENTERS 


A set of lawn stools adds to 
the enjoyment of backyard liv- 
ing. The stools may also be 
used indoors. 

Make a seat frame, as 
shown, using 1% by 2-inch 
lumber and rounding the ends 
of the side rails. Cut a dado 
4 inches from the end of each 
side rail, and a matching half- 
lap at the top of each 16-inch 
leg. Four inches from the bot- 
tom of each leg bore a 1-inch 
dowel hole. 

Then bore the 3¢-inch_ holes 
for the rope mesh, as shown, 
matching the holes in opposite 
rails. 

Assemble the stool, using 


" DOWEL 
18> LONG 


a 


waterproot glue at all joints, 
and two No. 12 flathead wood 
screws, 2% inches long, to join 
side and end rails. Use four 
No. 12 screws, 14% inches long 
at each leg joint. 

Add the dowel braces, glu 
ing and pinning each joint 
with one 8-penny finishing 
nail. 

Then extend the end holes of 
each side rail through the lap 
joint. 

Thread and weave 3¢-inch 
manila rope through the frame 
holes to form a mesh. 

The seat is of foam rubber 
or other waterproof cushion- 
ing material. 


Nationa: Lumber Manufacturers Association 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 
by Norma Jean Dettmer and Vera Orton 

Mary Tackett and her husband have adopted 
a five-pound baby boy and have named him 
Kevin Lynn. Mary was honored with a baby 
shower on April 12 and received many nice 
gifts. We all got to see her little boy and 
he’s really a cute one! ... Mary Lou Rains 
and Mary Jan Kreifels are learning toll with 
Dorothy Everett as their instructor. 
Measles have been making their way into the 
traffic department. So far Cleora Lawrence, 
Violet Peterson and Mary Jan Kreifels have 
been the victims. Katie Owens is the 
proud owner of a new ’56 Ford. Her first 
journey in her car was to St. James, Min- 
nesota to visit her brother. . . . Traveling to 
Fremont to attend the State PTA Convention 
was Evelyn Denson. The lawn at the 
Syracuse office underwent a sodding. Now 
all we need is a lot of rain. ... Delores Bauer 
spent the weekend with friends in Joplin, 
Missouri. . . . Chester Byard entertained his 
nephew and family from Kansas over the 
weekend. 


Plattsmouth Area 

by Thelma Tritsch 
Another one of our plant employees has left 
our midst. Darrell Mather transferred to 
Weeping Water. Since it is not so far away, 
we Shall look forward to seeing Darrell and 
his family once in a while... . Liz Nichols 
and farnily spent Easter weekend in Wash- 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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ington, Iowa, visiting relatives. She also 
helped celebrate her grandson’s eighth birth- 
day. ... Terry Ernst spent Easter vacation 
from Hastings College visiting his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Ernst. ... We are happy 
to have Nancy Behrns back after having her 
tonsils removed. . .. Don Rutledge, Weeping 
Water manager, and his family enjoyed the 
exhibition game in Omaha between the White 
Sox and St. Louis Cardinals. 
Wahoo Area 
by Mary Beaty and Leona Benal 
Joan Steinbach spent a few days in the 
hospital but is now recuperating at home. 
. Bill Behrns suffered a split lip after a 
mishap with a pole. Several stitches were 
taken but all is well now. ... Jean Coffman 
took a weekend trip home to Owensboro, 
Kentucky. ...A skating party given by the 
traffic department at Wahoo was enjoyed by 
everyone including friends and relatives. ... 
Ethel Daharsh. Mae Beaty, Mae Meduna, 
Dewey and Inez Olsen attended the Square 
Dance Festival at Lincoln. 


Southern District 


Carol Huber, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 
We are glad to have Carolyn Garver back 
at work in the traffic department after hav- 
ing submitted to an appendectomy... . Shir- 
ley Nincehelser is very proud of her husband 
these days as he recently received his radio 
and telephone operator’s license. ...On April 
20, Joan Stevens was the honored guest at 


Hastings Host fo Pio eer Ladies : 


The Ladies of the Pioneers wound up their season’s program with the last 
of a series of territorial meetings. It was the biggest one of all, as 47 Pioneers 


gathered at the evening buffet dinner. 


Towns represented by the assembly 


were Hastings, Hebron, Kenesaw, Lincoln, Red Cloud, Sutton, Wahoo and York. 
Spring flowers and an individually designed hat for each guest accentuated the 
motif of the season. Hats were also the subject of a commedienne whe appeared 
on the program. Everyone had to go home in a storm that struck the west end 
that night, but even this failed to dampen the enthusiasm of the occasion. 

Front row: Hattie Marquardt, Dea Hays, Hattie Staley, Pearl Shreve, Genevieve Graff, Huldah 


Gessner, Ada Shipp, Mrs. John Spady. 


Second row: Lauretta Piper, Marie Pearson, Juanita Schleif, Grace Hauschild, Dorothy Darnold, 
Marie Vidlock, Florence McKie, Minnie Schlitt, Beatrice Rohrer, John Spady. 

Third row: Catherine Cassell, Eola Dyas, Georgia Smith, Florence Benson, Myra Metcalf, Mae Meduna. 

Fourth row: Moreane Alldritt, Dorcthea Heckman, Nona Brusnahan, Grace Wolfe, Mary Beaty, 


Florence Tatman, Ruth Compton, Cecile Anderson. 


At rear: Jessie Van Trump, Mary Bethscheider, Isobel McCracken, Regina Bethscheider, Margaret 
Bethscheider, Irene Combs, Hazel Hagenbuck, Edna Pflughaupt, Frieda Ross, Della Wilcox, Cecilia 


Heller, Melba Richards. 
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a bridal shower at the home of Doris Peter- 
son. Joan received many nice gifts and later 
in the evening refreshments were served, 
including a decorated angel food cake. Those 
responsible for the lovely evening were Elva 
Remmers, JoAnna Coatney, Della Gerdes and 
Doris Peterson. . Joan Stevens and Shir- 
ley Nincehelser were shopping in Omaha and 
saw the Sandy Jackson Show. .. . Shirley 
Nincehelser is enjoying a new 35mm camera. 
... Orva Jean Gobber accompanied her hus- 
band to Lincoln April 21 for Navy Inspection 
and later in the evening attended the party 
given for this occasion. 


Beatrice Area 
by Irma Arnold 
Vacations and trips seem to be in full swing. 
Henrietta and Anna Menninga spent Sunday, 
April 8, in Hastings visiting friends and 
T.V. Station KHAS. .. . Darlene Remmers 
made trips to Lincoln, Omaha and to her 
brother’s home in Hastings during her vaca- 
tion. .. . Elsie Cooper, Myrtle Janssen, Lucille 
Richardson and Margareet Malecha preferred 
to vacation at home but Margareet plans to 
spend her other week of vacation in June, 
attending her son’s wedding in Chicago. She 
was proudly wearing a beautiful purple orchid 
April 14, a remembrance from her son in 
honor of her birthday. . . . Alice Reents ac- 
companied her husband to Ft. Collins, Colo- 
rado, for a few days to attend the American 
Lutheran Convention. ... Don Gilmore spent 
two weeks at Miama, Florida with the Naval 
Air Force Reserve. . Dan Smith spent a 
week of his vacation in April taking life 
easy. . . . Carol Huber plans to be in Chey- 
enne, Wyoming visiting and at her parents’ 
home in Kansas for a week of loafing... . 
Clyde Burge will spend his vacation in Ari- 
zona. . . . Genevieve Harper has returned 
from a week’s stay in Benedict, N.D., where 
her parents are now making their home... . 
Anne Reimer and her husband drove to 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, to spend several days 
with Mrs. Reimer’s parents and a day at 
Thiele College in Greenville, Pa. with friends. 
Mrs. Reimer reports they made the drive 
in 2212 hours driving time and saw much 
damage that had been caused from tornadoes 
and the results of floods in Eastern Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. We are indeed glad to 
have Martha Penner back with us after her 
recent stay in the hospital. . .. Also, we 
will be happy when Pansy Kechely, who has 
been in the hospital, is able to be out and 
feeling well again. 
Crete Area 
by Loretta MclIInay 
May Littler, our janitress, spent her week’s 
vacation at home. Auditor Don Nelson 
spent April 3 and 4 at the Crete office. ... 
We enjoyed having Irene Combs at Crete 
April 10, 11 and 12. 
Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 
Former employee Charlene Hoover Melander 
was an office visitor recently returned from 
Texas. . . . Irene James has become the 
proud co-owner of a racer she and her hus- 
band purchased. He plans to follow the rac- 
ing season and will drive the car himself. 
Ricka Schenk’s son made a brief visit 
from California. Norma Knocke was a 
week-end Omaha visitor. .. . Martha Vculek 
was bridesmaid at her sister’s wedding. 
Velda Wagner accompanied her husband to 
Omaha where he bowled in the National 
Legion Tournament. . Mandane Reid had 
unexpected Easter visitors from Kansas City. 
Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 
Millie Wert was surprised on April 3 when 
seven ladies came to help celebrate her birth- 
day. ... Willie Williams decided summer was 
never coming so he traded his open-air jeep 
for a 48 Ford. Willie also celebrated a birth- 


day on April 20... . Sales for Pawnee City 
were boosted by Carl Franzen with the sale 
of a hands-free telephone. . Hats off to 
Tecumseh for doing the “lion’s share” in 
organizing the After-School party. Goers 
were Raymond Bruning, Carl Franzen, George 
Eggleston, Willie Williams and Sharon Hanau 
from the Pawnee City Area. . Mrs. Don 
Haith has arrived in Atsugi, Japan to be with 
Don who is serving in the US Navy... . 
Ivan Haith is busy on his days off helping 
with the construction of the Boy Scout’s 
Wilderness Camp south of Humboldt. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 
by Carol Henry 
Spring is busting out all over! Miss Pearson 
is driving a new Oldsmobile, and Aletha Ben- 
nett is pushing away on her new Push-button 
Plymouth. “These parking problems,” says 
Aletha. .. . Jerry Benson, Audrey McKeown 
and Carol Cummings have returned from 
their spring vacations. A nice time was Tre- 
ported by all, but Carol remarked she was 
returning to work to recuperate. . . . Marie 
Pearson and Jessie VanTrump attended the 
Business & Professional Women's convention 
in Kearney. ... A surprise personal shower 
was given LeAnne Schmidt, who is leaving for 
Germany in June to be married. To help 
keep the party a secret until the proper time, 
Aletha Bennett gave her a tour of Hastings 
in her new car. 
Hebron Area 
by Mary Wright 
Now that spring is here, it turns one’s 
thoughts to vacations, and one of the first 
to be vacation bound is Irene Nacke. Irene, 
with her husband and daughter Barbara, spent 
a few days in Colorado enjoying the nice 
weather. ... It is nice to have a construction 
crew making headquarters in Hebron, and 
we hope they will soon feel at home here. 
Superior Area 
by Ann Hanson 
Katherine Rust has returned to work after 
a two-weeks leave of absence. Bertha 
Andersen and Edith Parsons took the one- 
day educational tour of Denver, which is 
planned by the Burlington Railroad. The 
tour included Lookout Mountain, Buffalo Bill Ss 
Grave and Museum, Washington and City 
Park, and many other attractions including 
the 1956 Ice Capades. .. . Lloyd Whitney 1s 
back on the job after spending a few days 
at home recuperating from the flu....- Clara 
Mae Chambers spent Easter Sunday in New- 
ton, Kansas, visiting her brother and family. 
. Glenda Garton spent April 6 in Milton- 
ville, Kansas, where she attended the wedding 
of a friend. Boyd Imler and his wife 
were in Hastings April 24, attending a birth- 
day dinner for his sister. 
York Area 
b une Moore 
We welcome Meares Nelson back to the 
office following his recent illness... - Lau- 
retta Piper, who recently retired, was hon- 
ored by the traffic department at a covered 
dish supper and was presented a corsage and 
a gift... . Bonnie Kaeding is finding it a 
bit difficult to keep her mind on work with 
her wedding day only a month away. 
Joan VanOstrand and Nadene Raines are 
proudly wearing new diamond rings. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Our department is deeply involved in the 
toll study which is keeping all willing hands 
busy, both days and evenings. All who have 
assisted are to be highly commended for 
their share in accomplishing this huge task. 
: Nina Anderson has been the busy one 
this past week. The Andersons are moving 
into their new home. ... Clara Jones and 


John Brockmeyer At 35-Year Level | 


i 


John J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice Plant, accumulated his 35 years of service with LT&T on April 
25, which was the reason and the cause of the gathering shown above. John has just received 
his new emblem from Leland Hodge, wire chief, whilst others are waiting the camera click to 


extend their congratulations. Reading from left: 


Frank J. Fisher; Clyde Burge, district manager; 


Don C. Gilmore; Mr. Brockmeyer; Dan Smith, district wire chief; Mr. Hodge; Ted Ray, district clerk; 


and Frank Nevitt. 


her mother were hostesses to the girls of 
Clara’s department at a luncheon at their 
home. Everyone had a wonderful time and 
Oh that food! A word of advice-don’t go the 
Jonses for luncheon if you are counting 
calories. . Crystol Miller is announcing a 
new arrival at their house—a very young 
English Bulldog. The training process is pro- 
gressing nicely, but Crystol insists their base- 
ment floor has never been so clean. : 
Darlene Carlson, who will be a June bride, 
was the guest of honor at a kitchen shower 
at Avoca. Alvina Upitis has every 
reason to be a proud mother. Her daugh- 
ter, Vija, a pharmacy student at the Univer- 
sity, was among those students to whom 
tribute for high scholastic standing was paid 
at the Honor Convocation at the University. 
During the summer vacation each year Vija 
is an employee in Elinore Wunch’s depart- 
ment. . . . Velma Buckholtz, who left re- 
cently to make her home in Tampa, Florida, 
has asked that we express to everyone her 
deep appreciation of the gifts received when 
she left. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Dolores Davis, Associate Editor 


“And they’re off and running.’ No, we 
are not at the races, nor is it five o’clock, 
but it was the situation met by your asso- 
ciate editor this past month. However, in 
one incident it was yours truly running. 
Plans had been made to approach Barbara 
Catron for news, but they were quickly 
abandoned while Barb entertained the mea- 
sles. . . . Doing another type of entertaining 
were 32 members of the Accounting De- 
partment, who honored George Mann _ for 
his 40 years of service to the company. Pre- 
sent at the party on May 4 at Lone Oak was 
Frances Virgil, pensioner. Credit for a suc- 
cessful evening goes to Estella Foght and 
Carl Ahl. ...A big occasion for Marge Tvrz 
came on April 10. For her 21 years she was 
awarded the medal of honor, a jeweled can 
opener. ... A farewell luncheon was held 
at the Kopper Kettle for Sidney Gustafson, 
who left us to devote her time to ‘‘knitting 
little things.” ... On April 3, M. W. Franklin, 
B. J. Sievers, and R. H. Spohn attended the 
Nebraska Telephone Convention in Omaha. 
: . Vacation time is here again. Larry Con- 
nealy took advantage of his vacation to move 
into his new home. John Backstrom spent 
a week of his vacation touring the “blue 
grass” country of Kentucky and Tennessee. 


oii 17 or 


Also included in the trip were the Smoky 
Mountains, South Carolina, Georgia and a 
glimpse of the Atlantic Ocean. . .. Grace 
Hauschild celebrated her recent birthday 
with friends in Omaha at the Town House 
and Al Green’s Sky Room... .On a recent 
Sunday excursion into the country, Ruth 
Strong happily found that chivalry still lives. 
Being a newly instructed driver, Ruth ex- 
perienced her first flat tire on the highway. 
Not knowing how to change a tire, her first 
thought was to let everyone know she was 
having trouble. After opening the trunk, she 
just stood and waited. Finally two game 
wardens came to the rescue, and Ruth drove 
merrily on her way....I. J. Devoe announced 
that the internal audits have started. The 
accounting staff held its preliminary meet- 
ing. The next step involves verification and 
audits of various units of work. The results 
of this will be a great help to everyone, for 
not only will it mean improved efficiency, 
but also shortcuts and better organization. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Spring is here and who wants to work? 
Taking advantage of nice weather, Jody 
Hartley and her in-laws-to-be went to Kansas 
City for a weekend. From all reports they 
had a wonderful time. . Yours truly, her 
husband, mother, father and sister spent a 
weekend in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The trip 
was wonderful and a good time was had by 
all. The only thing that spoiled it was an 
accident between Indianola and Osceola in 
which one person was killed when a Car 
pulled off a gravel road in front of a truck. 
We arrived at the scene about five minutes 
afterwards and it makes one stop and realize 
what happens when we aren't careful, even 
though it was not a pleasant sight... . Dean 
Hamilton spent a few days of his vacation in 
McCook. Carol Wier is again home ill 
with a virus infection and is not real sure 
when she will be able to return to work. We 
hope it will be real soon. . . . Nancy and 
Larry Connealy have moved into their new 
home at 1910 Riviera Drive so Nancy spent 
one week of her vacation moving. It’s fun 
if vou have a new house... . Marlene Snyder 
had the mistortune of being burned when 
the oven on her stove blew up in her face. 
Her hair was singed and she has no evebrows. 
Her right hand and arm were burned and 
she spent two nights in the hospital. She 
has returned to work and we are all thank- 
ful it wasn't more serious. . . - Friday, April 
13, the Union members from Local Com- 
mercial and their husbands, wives, girl friends 
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Charles Peachman Passes 35th ‘Anniversary 


Charies H. Peachman, toll wire chief, added another notch to his service record in early May. 
Mr. Peachman came to LT&T wken he was discharged from the army of World War I, but he turned 
into a homesteader for a time, and thus accumulated his 35 years in two terms of service. His pin 
was presented by George P. Barney, while a group of fellow plant men gathered about to assist in 
the reminiscenes. Left to right in the nicture are: M. C. Walker, R. L. Clinton, H. G. Peachman, Mr. 
Barnev, Mr. Peachman, C. B. Meshier, Ivan Paddack and A. C. King. 


and boy friends had a party at Italian Vil- 
lage using the money from their entertain- 
ment fund. There were 23 in attendance. 
They really enjoyed it as everything was 
paid for and they are all set to go again. ... 
Jean Baker decided she needed a change of 
scenery so she went to North Platte to her 
sisters, but we want to know what the other 
attraction was. We'd like an answer from 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We have a new correspondent to welcome 
to our list. Gerald Miller will be writing for 
the Wire Chief's Devartment at 21st and L, so, 
all of you folks, when you have some inter- 
esting news be sure to give it to Jerry. 

We want to thank Pat for the good work he 
did in helping with the news last year. 


Toll Equipment 
By JoAnn Gloor 


It seems as though two of our employees 
didn’t want to take it easy on their vacation. 
Bill Wolfe took a week and did some spring 
cleaning around his yard. Frank Norton took 
a week and remodeled a room in his house. 


Custodian’s Section 
By Paul Radebaugh 


Jack Mankamyer stopped in to see us. He 
was discharged from the Army March 19 and 
has enrolled in the University of Denver, 
Colorado, to take a graduate course. He has 
been doing some skiing in the mountains and 
enjoys it very much. Ervin Pfeifer was 
home on leave, March 31, and paid us a 
visit. He plans on going to Germany some- 
time in May. ... Dan Fisher had the mis- 
fortune of being in a car accident near Hal- 
lam. Kansas, March 25. Dan and three of 
his boy friends from Fairbury were return- 
when their car hit a bridge and 


ing home 
overturned. Dan suffered cuts and bruises 
on his legs. One of the boys was killed in 
the accident. Cloyd Delett has been con- 
fined to his home with arthritis since March 
21. We all wish Cloyd a speedy recovery. 
Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 
By Gloria Ahl 

Homer Olsen headlines the news again 
this month. A new “red” telephone was 
brought in for a subscriber and Homer had 
it on his desk, trying it out for size, when 


his phone rang. He nonchalantly picked up 
the ‘red’ telephone and answered, but soon 
realized his mistake when he didn’t get a 
reply and the phone kept ringing. Now 
Homer’s face is as “‘red’’ as the telephone. 

Ralph Connors had a very nice Easter 
present when his daughter and her family 
returned from overseas. . Art Lamberson 
enjoyed three weeks of vacation working 
around his house and putting in a garden... . 
Rollie Wart had ‘‘Open House” April 22, and 
reports he had a very nice turnout. ... Jim 
Howland has been on several fishing trips 
already this spring, but only reports one 
successful catch of 18 bullheads. Sandra 
Lipskey along with husband and _ friends 
traveled to Memphis, Nebraska, to do a little 
fishing one weekend. They didn’t have very 
gocd luck as the one they did catch had to 
be thrown back in the lake. Darlene 
Griffin had a surprise party held in honor 
of her birthday, April 21. She received 
many nice gifts including an electric skillet 
from her husband and daughter. 


“4 Office 
By George Albury 


George Albury and family recently re- 
turned, via the airways, from a two weeks’ 
vacation in the sunny southland. The time 
was spent in Miami and Key West, Florida 
attending a family reunion, visiting friends 
and relatives, and doing some deep sea fish- 
ing. . . . Clem Bottorff is sporting a new 
1956 Olds 4-door ‘‘Riviera.”’ 


“S-7" Office 
By Arleen Swanson 


Hugo Staley served on the jury for two 
weeks in April. Dick Bauer came to 
work one morning with one eye swollen shut. 
Seems he stepped into his back yard and was 
attacked by a bee. 


Wire Chief’s Section, 2lst & L 
By Gerald E. Miller 


If you have lost your little sister’s slate 
pencil or 1920 tax receipt, let us know. It’s 
news, and that’s what we want. .. . Don 
Frankforter pitted his skill and that sturdy 
little champion Fordor against the many 
hazards of travel, for a vacation in Arkansas 
and points east. Jimmy Green vaca- 
tioned at home for one week. Jimmy has 
acquired a panel truck which he plans to 
equip for Seout Camping and over nites. 
He will have many, many friends when this 
news gets around, Merle Lohmeier has 
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been on the sick list. He discovered the re- 
moval of tonsils is much more than a week- 
end holiday. ... Art Balderson took a week’s 
vacation to move from Seward to Lincoln. 
Mrs. Balderson has been quite ill and we 
hope she will soon be well enough to enjoy 
the new home. . Ernest Johnson suffered 
a severe burn of the left hand while smother- 
ing a fire of burning grease in his kitchen. 
We hope there will be no lasting effects. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


After nearly 14 years, Bob Wohlberg is 
leaving. He is one of this column’s stars: 
also an engineer. It means the loss of a 
telephone family. Oscar Wohlberg, Bob’s 
father, worked for LT&T from 1933 until 
his death in 1946. Bob will apply his talent 
(as an engineer) with the Stromsberg-Carl- 
son district sales office in San Francisco where 
he and his family will reside. He will de- 
sign telephone equipment to order. . . . May 
Day was the day for fellow engineers to 
pay their respects to Bob. The day started 
with a bang. Ken Versaw leaned too far 
back in his swivel chair to do some heavy 
thinking. The adjusting handle let go and 
the spring slammed it into Roy Carlson’s 
desk. One engineer calculated that if Roy 
had been there it would have gone right 
through his leg. The noise woke up Gay 
Henderson just in time to answer a eall from 
his wife who had locked herself out of the 
house when she slammed the screen door. 
A 1-100 shot; the hook swung over the staple, 
latching neatly. Houdini Henderson won't 
say how he solved that one. The night be- 
fore, vandals spirited Bob Cardwell’s gar- 
bage can into a tree a half block away. It 
looked like Wohlberg picked a good day to 
leave. That night a large group from the 
department met at Hillcrest for dinner with 
Bob and his wife, Lois. Lights were dimmed 
to give substance to the sentiment, ‘parting 
is such sweet sorrow.” It was very effec- 
tive. Tom Goldenstein remarked, ‘this meat 
tastes just like baked potato.” “It is baked 
potato,’ advised Don Swanson, ‘‘the meat is 
on the other side of your plate.’ ‘You're 
right,’ exclaimed Tom, slouching down to 
get the light and feeling around witl his 
fork. ‘‘Do you want a cigarette?” asked 
Clarence Schleufer politely, as Chick Connors 
kept flicking on his lighter. ‘I don’t want 
to smoke,” replied Connors, holding up his 
lighter and peering across the table. “I’m just 
looking for the Parker House rolls.” Aj- 
though there wasn’t any malted milk, the 
romantic illumination was a real test for Bud 
Eden. He came through with flying colors. 
His clothes were just as clean when he left 
as when he first came in. The eating over, 
the lights went up and Wohlberg was sur- 
prised to see how many were there. Roger 
Ghormley, M.C., introduced our host, Paul 
Henson, who mentioned his long acquaint- 
ance with the guests of honor and wished 
them well in their new home; closing with 
the baffling statement, “I like Bob.” Poet 
‘Jariat’’ Ghormley insisted that he had been 
roped into the job, then read a poem he 
had composed dedicated to Bob and Lois. 
The only nervous moment came when one 
line ended with the word “slob.” “I didn’t 
have time to think of the meanings,” he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘and that was the only word I 
could think of that rhymed with Bob.’ It 
took two very eulogistic stories and a brand 
new brief case to placate Bob. However 
when he looked into the capacious case 
(room for several ginger ale bottles) his eyes 
glittered. “If I had known what a good fel- 
low I was, I would have stayed,’ responded 
Bob. “But at the same salary,’ reminded 
Henson. Bob closed with “old engineers 
never die, they just move away.” This only 
started an argument. Andy Andrews in- 
sisted the quotation should end, “they just 
smell that way.’ Roger wound up the for- 
malities by reading a touching poem from 
an old birthday card from an insurance man 
that Marie Jackson brought by mistake. Roger 


thought the sentiments were very similar 
to the one on the gift card that 50 members 
of the department had signed. “Besides,” he 
pointed out, “‘Wohlberg probably wouldn’t 
have kept the card more than a couple of 
weeks anyway.” Host Henson then announced 
we could stay as long as we liked, just so 
we were out of the building by ten o’clock. 
Everyone stayed. Sure enough, at ten p.m., 
Paul hid the playing cards and pulled the 
plug on the radio. He then invited us all over 
to the Connors’ house. “No use going to 
Henderson’s,’’ he said, ‘“‘you probably couldn’t 
get in.” Testifying to the high plane of 
the affair, rather than plain luck, everyone 
made their way from club to car without 
any hands getting stepped on. 


2nd Fiocor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 

Judy Munson, General Plant, was elected to 
the National Honor Society at Lincoln High. 
This is quite a feather in anyone’s cap. In 
case you don’t know, or it has slipped your 
mind, such an honor comes high. Those con- 
sidered must be a senior in the upper 25 
per cent of the class; must excel in leader- 
ship, citizenship, and service to the school; 
and only 15 per cent of the upper 25 per 
cent is elected to membership. We salute 
you, Judy, and extend to you our congratula- 
tions. . . . Tillie Boyd, Co-op, and her hus- 
band entertained their daughter and family, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hayes of Tinley Park, 
Illinois (a Chicago suburb) for a week in 
April. It was a real happy time for the 
Boyds ‘cause the family includes five grand- 
sons. ... Walter Roberts, Personnel, on April 
24 and 25 attended the conference of the 
American Society for Personnel Administra- 
tion, which was held in Kansas City. One 
of the entertainment features of the session 
was the opportunity to attend the Kansas 
City Athletics-Cleveland Indians game. How 
lucky can some people be! Callers in 
the General Plant Office: what in the world 
happened to all of you? We miss having you 
drop in on us, so get the gardening done and 
pay us a visit. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


Velda Williams. the last of our commuters, 
spent part of her vacation moving from Mil- 
ford to Lincoln. It must seem rather nice 
not having to drive about fifty miles every 
day. ... Marguerite Mazuch spent her vaca- 
tion getting settled in their new home. 
Helen Pierson went on a sight-seeing trip 
to Colorado, managed to get caught in a 
snowstorm in the mountains but had a very 
enjoyable time. Ruthann Snyder didn’t 
have a vacation but she spent several days 
in Denver. Mary Jane Arthur made 
Sacramento, California her destination and 
of course reported beautiful weather! ... 


MEMORIAL DAY 


Independent Toll Line Rafe Clerks of 1912 


In the early days of Independent tell lines, an organization was set up as a clearing house 
to prorate the amount due each Independent company for interconnecting long distance calls. R. E. 
Mattison, later LT&T general manager, headed the organization. The five ladies shown here were 
his assistants in February 1912 when this picture was taken. Left to right: Jessie Fox, Vera Brown, 
Vesta Peck, Josephine Hall and Margaret Hall. The clearing house office was in the Fraternity Build- 
ing at Lincoln. The original photograph was loaned to us by Vera Brown. 


Marlene Kelly vacationed with her parents 
in Page but, most important of all, came to 
work wearing a beautiful engagement ring. 

And even if they ‘just stayed home’’— 
enjoying their vacations were these girls: 
Bonnie Albrandt, Loretta Koresky, Evelyn 
Clouse, Beth Deinert, Elaine Krieger and 
Betty Nelson. ...A very worthwhile project 
has been under way in this department. Thru 
the courtesy of the snack bar fund, free sew- 
ing lessons were offered to the girls. It’s not 
an unusual sight to see materials and pat- 
terns and girls on the lounge floor since the 
classroom quarters are rather small. One 
of these days, though, we'll see the finished 
products. For the humor department it 
might be mentioned that Mabel Volpp made 
delicious coffee, without the coffee. By mak- 
ing it that way no one can complain that 
the dripped water is too weak or too strong! 
...And we could tell about Bonnie Albrandt’s 
pop-it beads which her daughter begged to 
wear to school, then came home with just 
a first grader’s handful left. It seems they 
are so fascinating to put together and take 
apart that she shared them with her class- 
mates! ... You can imagine La Verne Rudell’s 
reaction when she asked her’ small daughter 
to pick up her toys and was told, ‘Mother, 
my back hurts, my arthritis is bothering me.” 
That from a three-year-old! 


Supply 


By Sylvia Hoaglin 


“There’s no place like Nebraska!’ says Wes 
Haas after his trip to California. “I had to 
come back home to warm up and get over 
my cold after all the rain and smog in Cali- 
fornia.” H. M. Miller donned an apron 
during his vacation and took care of the 
household duties while his wife attended a 
church convention in Wyoming. Charlie 
Riedel is spending his vacation moving into 
his new home. ... Lester Ellis worked around 
home during his vacation, and Bill Weygint 
Says he just ‘‘enjoyed” his vacation. . .. The 
boys in the shop are “ribbing” Bill Knee 
about buying a new power lawnmower just 
So the neighbors don't pity his wife for hav- 
Ing to push the old hand lawnmower... . Joe 
Krhounek’s son is progressing satisfactorily 
after a leg injury during football practice at 
the University of Nebraska. Florence 
Tatman spent an enjoyable weekend in 
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Topeka, Kansas visiting her daughter’s fam- 
ily. Florence drove to Topeka in her new 
1956 Chevrolet. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Krieger, Associate Editor 


April seemed to be auvite an eventful month 
for this department. One of the most im- 
portant events was the marriage of former 
associate editor Rowena Light to James Kaiser 
on April 22. We are all sorry to see Rocky 
leave, but we know her new role in life will 
be a very happy one. Here’s wishing Rockv 
and Jim the best of luck and happiness in 
the future! Birthdays played a leading 
part also. Jacqueline Schizas and Rae Ellen 
Grannis played the star roles. We hope both 
of them had a very nice and happy day. 
“Yours truly’’ spent an enjoyable Saturday 
afternoon at the Beatrice Home Show held 
April 21 and 22. LT&T had a very interest- 
ing display of demonstrating equipment and 
the people who participated in arranging and 
giving the demonstrations should be con- 
gratulated on the splendid job thev did. 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


W. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 


Frank Blockwitz has been confined to his 
home for several weeks with a virus infec- 
tion. ... Mary Carroll spent two weeks with 
her daughter in Grant. On Abril 27 a 
group of 25 Davey ladies surprised Florence 
Arbogast with a visit and party on her birth- 
dav. ... Rov Cleveland has been putting in 
some busy days painting the house of his 
neighbor Harlan Cane. He has also spread 
a pretty good paint job over the lawn and 
himself. . Bert Overcash has blossomed 
out in a blue-and-white °56 Mercury; white 
sidewalls and the works. Mrs. O. is wild about 
the color and Bert likes to tinker with the 
gadgets. Bert made a recent trip to Omaha 
to attend the joint Pioneer banquet held at 
the telephone convention. Bertha Sharp 
reports a nice trip and visit with a niece at 
Sedalia, Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. A. S. 
Keckler have returned from a visit with 
their daughter Marian and family at Shelby, 
Ohio. 
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~AND IT'S ALL 
YOUR FAULT! 


A stranger got on the general 
office elevator and said to 
Hattie Staley, "Twenty-first 
floor, please." She looked a 
bit startled and he explained, 
"The building directory out 
there said 21st and L...You 
don't go there, huh?" and be- 
fore Hattie could answer he 
walked out. 


( she Seat 7 f 
HERE DID 
IT Go? 


Al Dougherty, Lincoln Plant, is a new father. 
The babe doesn't sleep very well and Al doesn't 
either. One morning as he was changing socks 
he took his old pair to the bathroom to throw 
into the clothes hamper and too late decided 
that he had tossed them into the wrong re- 
ceptacle. They were well on their way to the 
Platte River before Al realized his. blunder. 


Bill Kosenthal, General Shop, was turning his big Buick into a crowded parking 
lot when, for some unknown reason, the seat motor began to hum. Being short 
in the legs, Bill drives with the seat well forward. Now it began to move to 
the rear, leaving Bill desperately pawing for the brake pedal without support 
for his robust body. Folks sav he was stretched out horizontally when he 
finally brought the car toa halt. 


1 DONT LIKE To USE THIS, 
IT ISNT COMPLICATED ENOUGH 


1 HATE MYSELF 
FOR THIS, .HEH-HEH 
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Engineer Gay Henderson ran into. one 
problem not covered by the book when he 
was called home on a blustery day to 
rescue his wife from the back yard. She 
was there because the storm door had 
locked behind her as she went out. Gay 
studied the situation from all approved 
ensineering angles and finally decided 
that the solution to repossessing his 
home was the proper use of an axe. 


Meanest man of the month turns out to 
be the advertising manager, whose job 
is to build good public relations. He 
didn't succeed in one effort, when he 
sent his wife a birthday card, leaving 
off the stamp so she would have to pay 
the postave due. 


1956 


BoY-AM | GLAD YOU § ex { You OUGHT 
BROKE THAT GLASS ! 


Gust (Swede) Foster, construction, 
and son Gary drove into the garage 
one night to put the car away. The 
storm door of the garage stuck as 
Gust was opening it and he gave it 
an encouraging kick - badly aimed; 
for his shoe went’ through the bottom 
pane of glass. Gary exclaimed, "Well, 
Dad, that makes it a whole lot easier 
for me." "What do you mean?" demanded 
Swede. "TJ broke the pane out .of my 
bedroom window with my air rifle this 
afternoon," said Gary.’ He had been 
waiting all evening for an opportune 
moment to tell his father, and one 
ertainly presented itself. 


IVE GOT To BUY 


A SHOOTING 
OUTFIT, THIS 
15 NO PLACE 
FOR HIGH 


One of life's creat mysteries is how 
some people come by their hobbies. 
Now take the latest outdoor sport of 
Artis Bowen, chief operator at 
Superior. She is trving to interest 
some of her friends to join her in 
shooting rats at the Citv dump. "It's 
great fun," she savs, "and there are 
millions of targets to shoot at." 


It happens to the ) —AND AFTER 
best of operators. | 33 YEARS ON 
Mathilda Alpers, | THE BOARD- 
Fairbury Traffic, ! 
thourht her board ITS NOT 
was out of order 

when she rushed 

to her position 

without her head- 

set for the first 

time in history. 


TO BE SORRY 
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Family Aloum—Hebron Area 


1: E. H. Wellman, area manager, exchanging views with Walter F. Roberts, 
personnel director of Lincoln. 2: Esther Wittenberger, chief operator, at the Alex- 
andria switchboard. 3: Myrtle M. Smith, chief operator at Carleton, with her son 
Raymond, who serves as operator. 4: Regina Bethscheider, chief operator at Hebron. 
5: R. D. Lemkau, combinationman at Hebron. 6: R. A. Francis, combinationman, 
Hebron, running jumpers on the main frame. 7: The Hebron switchboard ‘“manned”’ 
front to back by Irene Nacke, Mary Bethscheider, Lela Mae Keim and Charlotte 
Pace. Eva Stutz, service assistant stands at rear. 8: Hebron is proud of its concen- 
tration of long service records. This group has an average service span of more than 
38 years. Left to right, with the year of their employment are: H. G. Taedter, 1915; 
Mary Bethscheider, 1920; Eva Stutz, 1920; Margaret Bethscheider, 1913; Regina 
Bethscheider, 1919; E. H. Wellman, 1917. 9: A construction crew now has head- 
quarters at Hebron. Left to right: A. R. Montgomery, Robert E. White, foreman, 
and L. N. Cox. 10: H. G. Taedter, switchboardman at Hebron, poses before the 
test board. 11: Osa Hosack at the Alexandria switchboard. 12: Elaine Ficken on 
duty at the Davenport switchboard. 13: Margaret Lautenschlager, C. O. Davenport, 
ot her desk. 14: Elsie Dumler at the Davenport board. 15: In the Hebron lounge 
are: Ruth Rittenhouse, Traffic; Wauneta Schmidt, Plant; and Donna Baldwin, Traffic. 
16: John Brockmeyer, Jr., combinationman, Hebron, ready for a take-off. 17. Mary 
Wright, of Hebron Commercial. 
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Vice President Hale calling to order the general assembly of management personnel for the morning session. 


Management Muster 


The telephone business is in a continual process of change. 
Today, more than ever before, we are in a period of explora- 
tion as ancient routines are being swept aside by the tide 
of telephone progress. It is a time of new ideas and different 
methods. These points were evident and emphasized at an 
all-day meeting of management personnel at the Hotel Corn- 
husker, Lincoln, on May 2. 

Our people converged on the meeting from all parts 
of the territory and had been previously urged to introduce 
subjects and questions of interest and value to the entire 
group. The general session began at ten o'clock and was 
followed by a noon luncheon in the Georgian Room. The 
conference then divided into three departmental sections— 
one for traffic personnel; one for construction men; and 
one for the remainder of the group in a joint session on 
plant, commercial and non-functional subjects, 

Merle M. Hale, vice president, presided over the general 
session. The meeting was introduced and the welcome ex- 
tended by Thomas C. Woods, president. Mr. Hale then 
told of plans, many of them still in the thinking stage, for 
the development and expansion of facilities during the next 
five years. He stressed the need of careful selection of new 
employees and explained the importance of bringing good 
people into our organization to fill the increasing need of the 
industry for trained minds and hands. It was in the tentative 
program, he said, to convert all our remaining manual ex- 
changes to dial operation within the limits of the five-year 
period. 

Also appearing on the rostrum at the general session were 
Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer; K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent; George P. Barney, general plant 
superintendent; Lyle P. Young, general traffic superintend- 
ent; Walter F. Roberts, personnel director; I. J. Devoe, con- 
troller; and Paul H. Henson, chief engineer. They spoke on 

| pertinent to their varied responsibilities. 
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The departmental sessions, pictured on this page, proved 
to be of special value in that the smaller groups with kindred 
problems quickly plunged into the business at hand. It was 
with difficulty that some of the sessions met the hour of 
adjournment, which had been set early in order to give ample 
time for travelers to return to their home towns. 


Richard B. Hobson (back to camera) explaining traffic modus operandi 
at the departmental session in the Lancaster room. 


. 
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Arthur W. Holcomb, supervisor of construction, addresses a group of 
foremen on problems peculiar to the department. 


Max C. Walker, assistant to the 
general plant superintendent, ad- 
dressing the plant, commercial 
and non-functional group in the 
Georgian Room during the after- 
noon session. 


You Ve Got to 
Heart 


The Don Williams family found 
it so when they led their daughter 


Gail into the Valley in 


search of Life. 


Mr. and Mrs. Don Williams 
and children, Jamie, Gail 
and Brent. 


Thanks to a miracle of modern sur- 
gery, little Gail Williams today can 
romp with other children and face the 
future with the prospect of living a 
healthy, normal life. It was not always 
sO. 

Three-year-old Gail is the daughter 
of Don E. Williams, cable splicer of the 
construction department. She has an 
eight-year-old sister, Jamie, and a husky 


Gail was born with an “atrial septal 
defect,” which means that there was a 
hole between the upper two chambers 
of her heart. In her three years of 
growing up there was little indication 
that she had a heart ailment. She grew 
tall and sturdy, but was susceptible to 


colds. 


It was during a routine medical ex- 
amination last December that a pedia- 
trician heard a disquieting murmur in 
her heartbeat. Intensive clinical tests 
revealed the rift between the heart 
chambers. The hole was then about the 
size of a dime. Blood from the lungs 
which should have been pumped into 
the body was backflowing in part into 
the Jungs. It threw a heavy load on 
little Gail's heart. one side of which had 


Have 


developed to a size comparable to that 
of an adult. 

Not so long ago Gail’s disease would 
have been incurable. The only gateway 
to a normal life is through an operation 
to repair the damaged tissue of the 
heart. New techniques in surgery and 
anesthesia have only recently offered 
life and health to those so afflicted. 
There are presently but eight surgeons 
in the United States who perform this 
delicate heart operation. One of them 
is located at Omaha, where a hospital 
has installed special equipment needed 
for the preparation and care of the 
patient in heart surgery. 

Little Gail was admitted to the hos- 
pital and the operation scheduled for 
April 9. Before the operation Gail 
was anesthetized and submerged in a 
tank of ice cold water. There her body 
temperature was gradually lowered to 
a point at which the heartbeat and 
blood flow were retarded to the bare 
minimum necessary to sustain life. The 
“frozen sleep” technique slows the rate 
of all body functions and produces an 
effect resembling hibernation, It acts as 
the anesthetic during the process of the 
operation, 

Gail was the first patient to use the 
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new hospital table with the body tem- 
perature control. It worked perfectly 
during the entire four hours of surgery, 
the depth of her sleep being maintained 
by the reduced body temperature. The 
actual work on the cloven heart must be 
done at great speed. Only eight min- 
utes, at the most, are allowed for this 
part of the operation. Gail's heart lay 
open, without blood, for five minutes 
and 15 seconds. 

She was up and about only four days 
after the operation and when the News 
camera visited the Williams home four 
weeks had elapsed. Gail was then as 
lively and healthy as she had ever been 
—-more so, say her parents. 

Both Don and Mrs. Williams are 
high in their praise of the hospital staff 
and of the work of the doctor whose 
cexterous hands gave a new life to their 
daughter. We cannot help but draw 
a parallel between the workings of the 
surgeon's hands and those of Don Wil- 
liams, cable splicer, whose daily task 
consists of weaving a delicate pattern of 
voice channels through an open splice. 
Here, too, there is no room for error: 
for these currents also pulse with life 
and must flow true and unobstructed 
through the arteries of communication. 
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Present at the ladies’ bowling dinner at Italian Village, May 15, 


s = 


were: Seated from left: Norma 


Somerheiser, Donelle Cotton, Joan Thomsen, Joyce Fankel, Rosilyn Fahleson, Mickey Ward, Barbara 
Catron, Marlene Becker, Shirley Heiliger, Esther Baker, Jean Baker, Barbara Cruickshank, Flossie 
Price, Jean Groves, Mary Glatz, Dorothy McNeely, Margaret Doran, Marlene Kuhl. Standing: Joyce 
Brown, Jody Hartley, Marlene Snyder, Eunice Sintek, Pat Tolhurst, Joan Moorberg. 


All's Quiet Down Our Alley 


The bowling year has come to a close. Records of the 
season have been compiled. League officers have been 
elected. Memories of gutterballs, splits and open frames have 
been erased. Next fall, it is expected, more employees than 
ever will face the obstinate pins as a new season opens. 

LT&T teams competed in leagues at Seward, Nebraska 
City and Stromsburg. None of them, we are sorry to say, 
finished at the head of their class. An eight-team telephone 
men’s league again rolled through the winter on Wednesday 
nights at Lincoln, with the Accounting team carrying away 
the trophy in the usual close race. Howard Spahnle held 
his ancient station at the head of the league with a final 
average of 174. He was followed, in order, by Phil Garvey 


163; Clem Bottorff—163; K. L. Lawson—162; Carl Ahl— 
158; George Walroth—158 and Ken Myhre—158. The 
Bowlers’ Dinner was held at the Legion Club on May 18. 
The following officers were elected for the coming season: 
Jack Caldwell, president; Lee Rising, vice president; Carl 
Ahl, secretary-treasurer. 


The champion Accounting team, from 


left: Walter F. Roberts, Carl 


Ahl, Bill Thompson, John Backstrom—captain, Roy Mills, Jack Geist, 
Gearge Mann. 


Loran Powell, at right, 
greets new officers of 
the Lincoln men’s 
league—from left, Carl 
Ahl, secretary; Lee Ris- 
ing, vice president; 
Jack Caldwell, presi- 
dent. 


Telephone girls were represented on seven teams in a 
Lincoln league which rolled on Friday nights. Two telephone 
teams, the No Accounts and Live Wires, finished in a dead 
heat for second place. Rocky Light (Kaiser) again topped 
the list with an average of 156; trailed by Virginia Ander- 
son—147; Norma Somerheiser—129; Mary Pohlenz—125; 
Jean Baker—124; Rose Cecava——124; Esther Baker—123 and 
Gloria Ahl—120. LT&T colors also appeared at the 
Women’s National Tournament at Miami, Florida on May 17. 


member of the group. The girls held their annual dinner at 
Italian Village on May 15. Elected as league officers were: 
Norma Somerheiser, president; Berthamae Ward, vice presi- 
dent; Esther Baker, secretary; Shirley Heiliger, treasurer; 
Joan Moorberg, sergeant-at-arms. 
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Officers of the Lincoln ladies’ leaque, from left: Joan Moorberg, ser- 
geant at arms; Esther Baker, secretary; Norma Somerheiser, president; 
Mickey Ward, vice president; Shirley Heiliger, treasurer. 
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The two high telephone teams. At left, the Live Wires: Jackie Lincoln, 
Shirley Heiliger and Esther Baker. Ait right, the No Accounts: Norma 
Somerheiser, Joan Thomsen and Donelle Corton. 
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Welcomes 42 New Members 


The past month was the biggest and busiest of all for Four-’56 
Club members and aspirants. A record class of 42 received 
initiation into the Club between April 24 and May 24, while 
64 present members increased their sales credits. There is no 


diminishing of enthusiasm anywhere along the Merchandising 
Front! 


Hanson 
Id iorie D J. G. Durr Cc. P. Franzen Adele Ganzel Margaret 
Patek ca ar leat dat a Nebr. City—6 Pawnee City—5 Nebr. City—6 Superior—4 


Club Loaders 


H. O. Wentink, Hastings .................0.......... 11 oth 
kkk kk kkkk Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth -...........-.-----2---2-------+ Ww Mary Beaty, Wahoo .............. 10 
J. Dewey Lewis, Lincoln 0... ----.ceccecceceeeeeceeeee 37 J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings ............-------.-+---+-++e00-+- Mv G. L. Caley, Fairbury .......00.0000000 10 
Mae Meduna, Wahoo .................2...22-..22-222eeeeeee 16 : ; 

Eldeen Riese, Hastings .............000000 10 
KAKK KK AK eae W. D. Quinn, Lincoln cece eeceeesseeeeeeeeeees 9 
G. W. Heikes, Beatrice -...............222.0.200eeeeeee 34 MAS: Pe RGR ietee, LIMECNE, eke ceclecte tere sees 14 14H. W. Armagost, David City 222220 .. 9 
tok ICI C. H. Kermoade, Western ................-...-2----+----- 14 J. C. Shipley, Seward _..............escceeeeseeeseeesseee : 

J. EB. Tormety; Beate: s5ccccccenoc eens 27 Bae Fe ASS PIN Er TA PS SN aepeccerta ert nate ee - M. L. Hodge, Beatrice -..........-----------eeeeeeeeeeeeeees ? kk kJody Hartley Ww. L. Higgins Hace Jando Ruth Jones Ae ees 

ies Tritsch, Plattsmouth ............................ 26 Velma Bock, Geneva a eng etn 13 Betty Beebe, Osceola _................e cece cece 9 Lincoln—13 Lincoln— Plattsmouth—4 shlan 

es Wigiohiiae CU a5  F- M. Crewdson, Hastings 13D. E. Webb, Hastings 200.0... cccceccccccscceeeeeeeee 9 
J. H. Mankamyer, Sutton ................-.------------ eee 13 H. L. Whitney, Superior _..........0........000.......002-.. 9 
kkkkk Paul Guelker, Beatrice —..............-..----2---221s-+2e-00 12 E. W. Drewel, Lincoln _.......................00000----eeee 8 
E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth .........0-----cccccccccceseeseesee- 23 +=%¥&. H. Fischer, sa ha ee gs er = J. D. Green, Lincoln _22222 ooo eeeeee ee 8 
Ruth White, Lincoln .......... Pee eee 2G Pe be SION Ny POIMORS eee epg Wihike. Cineali ceidees teticeock onc ceo: 8 
A. E. Stansbury, Beatrice ..............0..0002.......2------- 20 gee enner an SEbRie er een ake 7" Claud Clary, Plattsmouth ..........0000....... 8 
Jerry Schrepf, Lincoln —..2.2.....oe cece eee 20 xk R. H. Hunzeker, Sutton 2220000. 8 
Pere ers Raven Specktdint. Wah. kisi ctnsostiecccens 11 E. A. Moorhead, Clay Center 22.00... 7 
P. W. Eckles, Edgar ........ ey are 19 L. A. Genrich, Beatrice ........... -. V1 Lucyle Scheidemann, Sutton 2.2... . 

EJ, Kallsiar€., Gineolin® xisvcsuasc. re 19 Don Gilmore, Beatrice ..................--.--.----.--02--20-+ 11 J. L. Sinner, Hastings -........--.0 0... : 


i F. D. Nichelson 
Mary Lutz Lavina McElroy W. K. Menze ss 
kenlanasd Wilber—4 Crete—4 Seward—4 York—9 Wahoo—7 


: a ith V. P. Spears 
George Placek Patsy Sherman D. D. Smith F. E. Smit p 
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Alta Vance L. M. Ward R. L. Wenzel E. L. Wheatcraft L. W. Winscot 
Iva Bornemeier R. G. Bruning Chester Byard S. M. Carr 


t*xkBetty Christensen Cc. J. Crew 


P : Mary Wright 
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Myra Metcalf Heads the Frank H. Woods Chapter 


E. H. Royce 


Myra Metcalf 
Vice President 


President 

The Frank H. Woods Chapter has 
chosen its first lady president and ele- 
vated other members of the fair sex to 
the offices of treasurer, secretary and 
member of the executive committee. 
The results of the recent balloting for 
Pioneer officers were announced by re- 
tiring president-*Kent Eno at the annual 
banquet of the Chapter held at Hotel 
Cornhusker, Lincoln, on June 2. The 
story of the banquet will be published 
in the July News. 

Myra Metcalf, of General Traffic, is 
the new president. She is credited with 
22 years in the industry and seven active 
years as a member of the Chapter. Her 
term as treasurer in 1955 climaxed a 
record of service in the following com- 
mittees: Women’s Social, Hobby, Social, 
Ways and Means, Fund Raising and 
Membership. Her term of office begins 
July 1. 

Ernest H. Royce, motor vehicle sup- 
ervisor, Lincoln, is incoming vice presi- 
dent. He has seen 29 years roll by since 
he entered the telephone field. Mr. 
Royce filled a term as Chapter secre- 
tary in 1951 and has been a member of 
the Social, Membership and Fellowship 
committees. 

Clara Jones, Revenue Accounting, 
was clected treasurer. Miss Jones dates 
her Chapter affiliation from 1942 and 
has a fine service record of 33 years. 
She has served a three-year term as a 
member of the executive committee and 
has been actively engaged in commit- 
tee work since her entry into the Chap- 
ter. 

Melba Richards, chief operator, Lin- 
coln, now becomes Chapter secretary. 
She has been a Pioneer since 1946 and 
is observing her 25th year as a tele- 
phone employee. Miss Richards also has 
served as a member of the executive 
committee and in many other branches 


of Chapter activities. 


Clara Jones 
Treasurer 


Melba Richards 
Secretary 


Mina Jorgensen 
Executive Committee 


R. D. Andrews 
Executive Committee 


Newly elected members of the execu- 
tive committee are Rod D. Andrews and 
Mina Jorgensen. Mr. Andrews, of Gen- 
eral Traffic, is retiring secretary and 
has been chairman of the Membership 
and Historical committees and a mem- 
ber of several others. He has 30 years 
of telephone experience behind him and 
ten years ot energetic service to the 
Chapter. Mrs. Jorgensen, of General 
Plant, was Chapter secretary in 1944 
and has given unstintingly of her tal- 
ents to other Chapter functions. She has 
a 29-year service record and has been 
a member of the Pioneer association 
since 1942, 


From the Headlines 


Jack Mankamyer, area manager, is the 
newly installed president of the Sutton Lions 
Club. The election and installation were 
held prior to the summer adjournment and 
Mr. Mankamyer will begin his new duties 
in the early fall. 

At an election held in mid-May, Lloyd 
C. Jenkins, Lincoln Plant, was chosen presi- 
dent of the Lincoln Knife and Fork Club for 
the ensuing year. Mr. Jenkins will also begin 
wielding the gavel with the opening of the 
fall season. 

At the annual meeting of the Lancaster 
County Red Cross Chapter, held May 21, 
Howard W. Spahnle, Eastern district man- 
ager, was elevated to the office of chairman. 
Mr. Spahnle has worked for many years in 
various posts of the Chapter and served last 
year as first vice chairman. 


e ? box 


Employees are invited to submit 
questions concerning matters of com- 
pany operation, organization, finances, 
policies and practices for publication in 
this column. The answers will be writ- 
ten by qualified management personnel. 
The questions are to be addressed to 
M. M. Hale, vice president, and need 
not be signed; although the employee’s 
exchange and department should be 
identified. They may be sent to Mr. 
Hale through company mail. 


Q. Concerning employee merchandising: Is 
it fair for an employee whose work pri- 
marily consists of selling, such as com- 
mercial representative or commercia! en- 
gineer, tc be given full credit for each 
sale? Some of us consider this somewhat 
unjustified. We would like your opinion. 


“A. This is an interesting question. It is 


fully realized that sales opportunities are 
not equal in all jobs and while it would 
be desirable to devise some plan to give 
our employees sales credits in proportion 
to sales opportunities, no practical form- 
ula has been discovered. For this reason, 
the number of sales credited to an em- 
ployee is not necessarily a measure of his 
ability or effort. We assume your refer- 
ence is to service engineer instead of 
commercial engineer. Service engineers 
are not included in the sales program. 


Promotions, 
Title Changes 
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Sheba 


Irene D. James 
Service Assistant 


Fairbury 


Plant 
C. W. Broer, janitor to janitor-fireman. 
Lincoln. 
Harvey Gesch, splicer’s helper, Construc- 
tion, to equipment repairman, Supply. 
Cecil F. Hutchison, splicer, Construction, 
to advanced clerical, wire chief's office. 
Hobert M. Miller, shopman to equipment 
repairman, Supply. 
Marshall A. Potter, groundman, Construc’ 
tion, to shopman, Supply. 
Traffic 
Irene D. James, operator to service assist- 
ant, Fairbury. 
Margaret Zeilinger, operator, Lincoln to 
David City. 


Four “Youngsters” Join the 40-Year Club 


Members of the anniversary party, seated from left: F. M. Strasser, H. M. Miller, J. A. Schellen- 
berg, H. C. Smith, Ray Baldwin, George Mann, Merle M. Hale, Thomas C. Woods, Charles Riedel, 
Dewey Nelsen, Walter F. Roberts, I. J. Devoe, W. K. Eno and M. W. Franklin. Standing: Houghton 
Furr, John Hobson, G. P. Barney, J. J. Eisenbarth, B. J. Sievers, R. H. Spohn, J. E. Backstrom, Carl 
Ahl, C. B. Meshier, Paul H. Henson, Howard W. Stroup and Warren P. Shuck. 


The “Forty-Year Club” has reached 
its greatest enrollment with 20 active 
employees as members. The month of 
May, and specifically the day of May 
14, brought the four latest initiates 
into the select circle. A luncheon, held 
that noon at the Cornhusker, honored 
the anniversaries of George Mann, Ac- 
counting; Charles Riedel, Shop; Dewey 
Nelsen, Accounting; and Ray Baldwin, 
Lincoln Switchroom, The luncheon was 
attended by two dozen guests repre- 
senting fellow workmen and company 
officers. 

Merle M. Hale, vice president, acted 
as M.C. to introduce the honored guests 
and compliment their years of fine serv- 
ice to the company. President Thomas 
C. Woods reiterated the gratitude of 
the company for services well per: 
formed and presented each of the four 
with their new diamond:set service pins. 
Messrs. Nelsen, Riedel, Baldwin and 
Mann then spoke of their varied experi: 
ences with LT&T during the course of 
years. The balance of the meeting was 
occupied with a general discourse ot 
reminiscenses. 

George Mann remembered that he 
had been called to a neighbor's tele- 
phone (because he did not have one 
of his own) to be told that there was 
an opening for a bright young man 1n 
the storeroom. He hastened to town 
and was hired on sight. It wasn’t long 
before he was transferred to the local 


test board where World War I found 


him. He returned to the test board 
after military service and soon was pro- 
moted to the post he occupied so effi- 
ciently for so many years—that of city 
dispatcher. He transterred to the ac- 
counting department several years ago. 


Ray Baldwin remembers that he was 
pretty green on his first day at work. 
His first assignment was to climb a 
40-foot pole to open the trunk lines be- 
tween Uni Place and Havelock. Arriv- 
ing at the lofty perch he found the 
wires all looked alike, so he descended 
and made a call to the test board for 
help. Testman Charles Meshier told 
him he must first find an “ohm sifter™ 
before opening the trunk lines, so Ray 
spent the balance of the day looking 
for the mythical instrument. The boss, 
A. 8. Romano, heard about it later, and 
could see nothing humorous in the 
situation, Ray has spent most of his 
40) years in the general shop and Lin- 
coln switchroom. 


Around the head of the tabie are Ray S. Baild- 
win, George C. Mann, Merle M. Hale, Thomas C. 
Woods, Dewey Nelsen and Charles G. Riedel. 
In the picture Mr. Woods is presenting the new 
scrvice emblem to Mr. Nelsen. 
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Dewey Nelsen came out of college 
to a $40 per month job in the account- 
ing department and after a few months 
was delighted to find a $2.50 raise in 
in his pay envelope. He took a turn 
in the treasurers office and in Lin- 
coln Commercial before returning to 
the accounting forces. He had always 
intended to go back to university for 
further study, but by now his wages 
were up to $50 monthly and he con- 
sidered himself a success. Besides, the 
Army had broken into his plans and 
he had gathered responsibilities. Mr. 
Nelson has devoted himself to account- 
ing studies, however, and holds a rare 
accountant certificate testifying to many 
months effort in night work. 


Charles Riedel came from Arkansas 
and applied for a job in the construc- 
tion department. He was hired and 
assigned to the crew of “Dad” Rector, 
a colorful figure about the company in 
the olden days. Later Charles made the 
transition from the horse-drawn rig to 
the construction truck; watched and 
learned as new machinery and methods 
replaced the old. Mr. Riedel also is a 
veteran of World War I, serving with 
the company signal corps in France. 
Not so long ago he decided the wintry 
blasts were for younger men, and 
transferred to the general shop and 
comfortable, heated quarters. 


Safe Drivers Receive Honors 


Featuring the 24th annual safe driver 
award dinner of the Lincoln Kiwanis 
Club on May 17 was the awarding of 
77 certificates for no-accident records to 
members of LT&T. This was the largest 
representation among the many firms 
participating. Arthur T. Albers, Arthur 
C. King and Fred M. Strasser were 
among the seven individuals who had 
attained recognition for 24 years of 
continuous no-accident driving. Others 
with 10 years or more were R. A. Carl 
son, 19 years; R. L. Clinton, 19 years; 
G. B. Keith, 15 years; A. J. Cox, 14 
vears: H. M. Studier, 12 years; L. G. 
Saunders, 12 years; E. E. Johnson, 12 
wears: and Go C: Arte, 10 years: The 66 
other LT€*T drivers received awards for 
safe driving over periods ranging up to 
10 years. Lloyd C. Jenkins, Lincoln 
Plant. is chairman of satety for the Kr 


wanis Club. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


A5 YEARS  C. B. Meshier, Lincoln. 

AQ YEARS G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 

39 YEARS E.H. Wellman, Hebron. 

37 YEARS Regina Bethscheider, Hebron. 
35 YEARS Georgia Smith, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS’ R.L. Clinton, Lincoln. 

33 YEARS Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; R. 
A. Carlson, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, Lin- 
coln. 

29 YEARS I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simpson, 
Lincoln. 


28 YEARS C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Eliza- 
beth Johnson, Crete; Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 
27 YEARS E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth; I. C. 
Haith, Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric 
Wanek, Lincoln. 


25 YEARS Melba Richards, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS ~~ E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 

20 YEARS Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings; 


Louise Roth, Lincoln. 


C. B. Meshier G. B. Keith 
Lincoln Lincoln 
45 Years 40 Years 
15 YEARS W. D. Quinn, Lincoln; Alyce 


Sharpnack, Plattsmouth. 

14 YEARS C. A. Hansen, Barbara Miller, 
Lincoln. 

13 YEARS Ella Ferguson, David City; 
Dorothy Grafton, Lincoln; Margaret Lauten- 
schlager, Davenport; Helen Norwood, Sew- 
ard. 


12 YEARS Rosetta Habben, Hastings: D. 
M. Hobson, Shirley Snyder, Lincoln; Mary 
Ross, Nebraska City. 


11 YEARS RR. E. Chamberlain, Velda Wil- 
liams, Lincoln. 

10 YEARS Alice Haddox, Auburn. 

9 YEARS June Carman, Beatrice: R. H. 


Culver, Sutton; W. K. Eltiste, Nebraska City; 
David Guthrie, Lincoln; Aurilla Patterson, 
Gresham. 


8 YEARS Chester Byard, Syracuse; I. E. 
Doran, J. W. Hartz, A. R. Sharp, J. H. 
Tice, Lincoln; Phyllis Jungck, Beatrice: Doris 
Peterson, Auburn. 

7 YEARS Marcelene Behrends, Auburn: 
R. G. Cardwell, D. J. Christle, Belva Glea- 
son, N. M. Turner, Lincoln; Pauline Coe, 
Douglas; Mary Wright, Hebron. 


6 YEARS Arleen Holloway, Fairbury; Lo- 
retta MclIlnay, Crete. 
5 YEARS _B. L. Barnett, Lambert Eitel, J. 


B. Howat, K. L. Myhre, Lincoln; Phyllis 
Morgan, Beatrice; Kathleen Sughrue, York. 
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Georgia Smith Melba Richards Beatrice Rohrer W. D. Quinn Alyce Sharpnack Alice Haddox 
Lincoln Lincoln Hastings Lincoln Lincoln Plattsmouth Auburn 
35 Years 25 Years 20 Years 20 Years 15 Years 15 Years 10 Years 


Golfers Try “Shimby-Shamby"’ 
Tournament af Wahoo 


Some earnest golfers indulged in some 
funny antics at the annual spring tour- 
nament held at Hilltop Country Club, 
Wahoo, on May 20. The event was 
enzineered by Dewey Nelsen, golfing 
secretary, and was billed as the “great 
tournament. The © billing 
brought out more than the usual num- 
ber of duffers who had visions of look- 
ing pretty good for a chanze, what with 


leveler™ 


the restrictions and handicaps adver- 
tised for the better players. Such things 
as playing tee shots while standing in 
boxes: forests of obstructing balloons 
on the greens; and wire nettings 
stretched in front of holes were a few 
of the reasons that scores should have 
been high. 

But the handicaps were insufficient to 


from posting his customary low medal 
score. Art Sharp and I. J. Devce tied 
for the prize in the blind bogey event; 
while the blind low net foursome was 
composed of Ron Cotton, Dewey Nel- 


cen, Loran Powell and Don Nelson. 


keep the perennial champion, Roy Mills, 


Thirty-two players participated in the 
nine-hole competition while more were 
on hand to play a few holes and enjoy 
the activities at the club house. 

Rising with the dawn on a Sunday 
mornin’ is not conducive to good 
spirits and the boys were noticeably 
grouchy until the breakfast bell rang 
and they were summoned to the club 
house table. There a bountiful meal had 
been prepared by the Club chef, ably 
assisted by Walter F. Roberts and Ed 
Dorland. The golfers forgot the sacri- 
fice of their week-end sleep and from 
that time the day was an eminent suc- 
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cess. Congratulations again to Dewey 
Nelsen for the staging of another fine 
golfing show. 


The forms of sleepy-eved golfers began to take 
Shape as the light of dawn crept into the club 
house dining room. 


Promotions Come to Oglesby, Eggleston, Clark, Husing 


G. L. Oglesby 


G. E. Eggleston 


A series of managerial changes which 
have their origin in the approaching 
retirement of Charles Dickenman, area 
commercial manager at Beatrice, move 
G. Lloyd Oglesby from Auburn to Be- 
atrice as area manager; George E. 
Eggleston from Pawnee City to Auburn 
as area manager; Vryl V. Clark from 
manager at Wilber to area manager at 
Pawnee City; and W. H. Husing from 
Sterling to Wilber as manager. The po- 
sition of manager at the Sterling ex- 
change will be discontinued. Mr. Dick- 
enman’s retirement does not occur until 
fall, but the changes became effective 
June 1. The promotions were jointly 
announced on May 7 by K. L. Lawson, 
general commercial superintendent, and 
G. P. Barney, general plant superin- 
tendent. 

Mr. Oglesby joined the company as 
groundman at York and spent his ap- 
prenticeship as a member of the ex- 


change plant department. He moved to 
Beatrice in July 1940 as combination- 
man; spent a year in Auburn Plant in 
1941-42 and returned for a six-year 
stand at Beatrice from 1942 to 1948. 
He then received the appointment as 
manager at Wymore and four years 
later was named area manager at 
Auburn. He is a member of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Kiwanis, Masons and 


the Methodist Church. 


Mr. Eggleston was first employed in 
the supply department at Lincoln. He 
went to Beatrice Plant in 1943 and the 
following year was transferred to 
Auburn. He began a year’s military 
service in July 1945, returning to Lin- 
coln Plant on his discharge from Naval 
training. He resumed his work at 
Auburn later that year. He succeeded 
Mr. Oglesby as exchange manager at 
Pawnee City and in 1955 was pro- 
moted to area manager there. He is a 
member of the local Public Service 
Club, American Legion, Masons and 


the Methodist Church. 


Mr. Clark came to LT&T as ground- 
man at Humboldt in 1946. He was trans- 
fered to Pawnee City as installer and 
repairman in 1948 and two years later 
was called into military service. He 
served as sergeant with the Army Sig- 
nal Corps in Korea, returning to a po- 
sition in the Wilber plant department 


V. V. Clark W. H. Husing 


in 1951. He was appointed manager 
there in 1952. Mr. Clark is secretary 
and president-elect of the Wilber Ro- 
tary Club, vice president of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, an institutional repre- 
sentative of the Boy Scouts of America 
and a member of the Methodist Church. 

Mr. Husing’s first experience as a 
telephone man came in 1942 when he 
was employed in the Seward Plant de- 
partment. He transferred to Weeping 
Water Plant in 1943 and two years 
later entered the military to serve as 
instructor in COE maintenance at 
Camp Crowder, Missouri. He returned 
to the company in 1946 as installer- 
repairman at Tecumseh and was ap- 
pointed manager at Sterling in 1949. He 
is Master of Sterling Lodge No. 70, 
AF&AM, past president of the Com- 
munity Club, active in Midget baseball 
organizations and a member of the 
Lutheran Church. 


Death of A. B. Smith 


Almost without warning, Arthur B. 
Smith, 67, was stricken down in front 
of his home on Wednesday, May 23. 
There had been 
scarcely a sign or 
symptom of an ail- 
ing heart until the 
day before. 

Mr. Smith retired 
from his position as 
cable facilities man 
for LT&T in June 
1952. At the same 
time he was pre- 
sented with a 45- 
year service pin. But Mr. Smith was not 
through with the telephone business. 
He went to Princeton, Missouri to be- 
come superintendent for the Grand 
River Mutual Telephone Corporation, 


A. B. Smith 


retiring from that position only last 
year. 

Arthur was still in his “teens” when 
he first joined the Bell forces at Lin- 
coln in 1906. Two years later he began 
his second term of employment and 
decided to make telephony his life’s 
career. He came to LT&T in 1912 and 
held successive jobs as tester, chief test- 
man, toll testman and combinationman. 
In 1920 he became a construction fore’ 
man and was head of a crew for the 
following 18 years, Ill health forced 
him to give up the rigors of crew life 
and he returned to Lincoln as combina- 
tionman and tester until 1945 when 
he was named cable facilities man. 

He was past president of the Em- 
ployees Cooperative Credit Association 
and was a member of both the Frank 
H. Woods and Casper E. Yost chapters 
of telephone pioneers. Always inter- 
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ested in employee activities, Arthur's 
first love was baseball and he ap- 
peared on the roster of many of the 
great LT&T teams of former years; 
first as player and later as manager. 

The News laments his untimely pass- 
ing and offers sincere condolences to his 
wife, a brother and two sisters who 
survive him. 


Almost a Native Son 


Harry G. White, formerly of Lincoln 
Plant, who has taken up residence in 
San Gabriel, California, since his re- 
tirement, writes that he is pretty well 
settled and enjoying his home and 
flowers and will soon find time to look 
up some of his old friends on the west 
coast. The Whites plan to return to 
Nebraska for a visit in September. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


Jobe HARTLEY, editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Spirit Was Showing 


Tornado warnings were flying in our 
territory as a squall line made its way 
easterly across the state on the evening 
of June 6. The twisters did not mater- 
ialize, but something akin to one—a 
narrow roaring jet of air—blew a path 
of heavy damage in a bee-line trail be- 
tween Geneva and Lincoln. Wind 
velocities were recorded as high as 96 
miles per hour. In some open spaces 
several spans of pole line disappeared, 
but most of the damage to telephone 
plant came as a result of tree limbs 
blowing through leads and drops or, 
worse still, breaking power lines above 
our cables, knocking out dozens of tele- 
phones in a great shower of scattering 
sparks. 

Telephone people did not need to be 
told that their services were needed. 
Many of their own telephones were 
dead. A large portion of Lincoln was 
without power and the damage was evi- 
Jent in every neighborhood. 

Early the next morning our people 
went to work in earnest as crews and 
combinationmen converged on_ the 
sources of trouble. The Lincoln trouble 
board was swamped with its biggest 
Jay as 5,198 complaints were recorded. 
The men at the testboard worked in 
‘n unbroken line, occasionally gulping 
down a cup of coffee while at their posi- 
tion. Extra switchmen were at 3, 4 and 
6 Offices, helping to “P. G.” the 
shorted lines and trying to keep fuses in 
the boards. Splicers worked on their 
high platforms until darkness closed in. 
but were back on the job with the dawn 
of the next day. 

No one knows how many telephones 
were out of service for various lengths 
of time, but by the end of the third 
day nearly all were back in working 
order. The construction crews of Lyle 


Piper, Ken Peters and Bob White had 
rushed to Geneva to repair the damage 
there. Our big new construction truck 
proved its worth by being able to reach 
across the waterfilled grade ditches to 
dig new holes for 32 poles in the Milli- 
gan-Geneva toll lead. 

We'd like to mention names, but it 
would not be fair, for the restoration 
of service was a joint effort, with every- 
one working to full capabilities. The 
performance of our people was over and 
above any demand the company could 
have made of them. Two members of 
Lincoln Plant interrupted their vaca- 
tions at mid-point to rush back to the 
office to see if there was something they 
could do. The chief trouble operator 
was ordered to leave her station early 
Friday morning after working nearly 
twice around the clock, but she was 
back again in less than an hour, looking 
fresh and chipper, and worked until 
noon. Two linemen near Milligan 
waded waist-deep water to reach a 
trouble spot. There were scores of 
other personal adventures recorded. It 
is scarcely any wonder that service was 
restored in record time. 

A tradition has been built by the gen- 
erations of telephone folk who have 
toiled before us. It is called The Spirit 
of Service. We have seen it manifest 
itself many times and in many ways—in 
fires and floods and winter storms. It 
can never be erased—not so long as 
there are telephone people and an 
urgent need for their services. 

That's about the way George P. 
Barney, general plant superintendent, 
summed up the story, “This was prob- 
ably the worst aftermath of a storm of 
this type I have experienced in my 40 
years as a telephone man,” he said, “tand 
never have I seen such application and 
teamwork as our people gave in repair- 
ing the damage. In some cases their 
performance was positively heroic, It 
was The Spirit of Service in action!” 


Award To John Damon 


Cadet Major John E. Damon received 
one of the two highest awards at a fed- 
eral inspection parade of University of 
Nebraska ROTC cadets last month. 
John, who is the son of George E. 
Damon of the Auburn plant depart- 
ment, was named the outstanding mem- 
ber of the Pershing Rifles and received 
the Pershing Award. 


Our Cover Foretells 
A Land of Plenty 


Last year’s drought, combined with 
the timely discovery of some free-flow- 
ing underground water tables, have 
changed the rural landscape in the 
west central part of our territory. The 
day of dry-land farming in Adams, 
Clay, Fillmore, York and upper Thayer 
counties is apparently drawing to a 
close. This sprinz, farmers by the 
hundreds in these flatland areas were 
putting down deep wells and laying in 
supplies of irrigation pipe. These lands 
are as fertile as can be found in the 
nation and with assured moisture for 
the crops, we can look forward to 
booming times in this agricultural 
region. 

The News camera visited the farm of 
Marion MaCoy, a prominent farmer 
and civic leader living west of York, 
who has had a 234 acre tract under irri- 
gation for the past three years. Mr. 
MaCoy uses both the spray and ditch 
type irrigation systems. Even last year, 
when the corn of the neighborhood was 
seared by drought, he produced a crop 
of 111 bushels per acre on a five-acre 
test plot. One and a half miles of irri- 
gation ditch circumscribes his fields. 
Aided by auxiliary pumps and spray 
irrigation, he grows feed for the large 
herd of Holsteins which anchor his 
year-round vocation of Grade-A_ milk 
production, 

In the picture, Vance Embrey, wire 
chief, and Sterling Nelson, area man- 
ager at York, discuss the future of the 


fertile flatlands with Mr. MaCoy. 
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At the oround-breaking ceremonies. Left to 


Work Begins On New Ashland Telephone Building 
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. P. Young, general traffic superintendent; 


Lura Blackman, Ashland chief operator; W. W. Eden, building design engineer; M. M. Hale, vice 
president; P. H. Henson, chief engineer; Edgar I. Anderson, Mayor of Ashland; Paul Embury, con- 
tractor; E. L. Dorland, area manager; Don Schank, president, Ashland Chamber of Commerce; K. L. 
Lawson, general commercial superintendent, holding Mr. Embury’s little daughter; Charles Novak, local 
manager; Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer; H. W. Spahnle, district manager. 


The contract for the construction of 
a new exchange building at Ashland 
was awarded to Paul J. Embury, of 
Lincoln, and on May 15, ground-break- 
ing ceremonies took place at the new 
building site. The first earth was turned 
by M. M. Hale, vice president of 
LT&T, and Ashland Mayor Edgar An- 
derson. Shortly afterward the excavat- 
ing machines swung into action and the 
building project was under way. 


It is expected that the building will 
be completed in September and that 
dial service will come to Ashland early 
next year. Cost of the new building 
will be approximately $26,000 and the 
over-all Ashland expansion program 
will total $212,000. The one-story 
structure will face east on 15th Street 
and will be of masonry faced with dark 
red rancho brick. 


Happiness Ahead 


Beverly Brehm, Lincoln Traffic and James 
McGonegal were married May 5 at Immanuel 
Reformed Church in Lincoln. 

Delores Green, Engineering, became the 
bride of Marvin Hanneman in a ceremony 
performed at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lin- 
coln, May 26. 

The wedding of Doris Harbour, York 
Traffic, and Marvin Hablitzel was solemn- 
ized May 12 at the Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in York. 

Lyle Higgins, Construction, Lincoln, and 
Joyce Irene Sieck were married April 22. 

Lois Lovelace and Bernard Gaughen were 
married May 28 at the Immaculate Concep- 
ton Church, Ulysses. Mrs. Gaughen was em- 
ployed in David City Traffic. 

Keith Rutherford, custodian department, 
and Elizabeth Greenwalt of Lincoln were 
united in marriage May 21 in the Presby- 
terian Church at Marysville, Kanssa. 

Evelyn Soukup of Lincoln Traffic and Don 
Harrison were married May 4 at the First 
Christian Church in Lincoln. 

The marriage of Patricia Tolhurst, Gen- 


eral Commercial, and Jack Hardesty, print- 
ing section, was solemnized at St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church in Agnew on June 2. 

The marriage of Velda Williams, Lincoln 
Traffic, and Wally Smith was an event of 
April 19 at Papillion. 
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Rolling under the colors of LT&T in the 
Women’s International Tournament at Miami, 
Florida on May 17 was this team composed of 
Mary Spencer, Ailene Todd, Dorothy Hansen, Mary 
Pohlenz and Leona McBride. Mrs. Pohlenz is a 
member of Lincoln Commercial. 


—ANew C. 0. af Tecumseh 


Juanita Waring, former service assist- 

ant at Fairbury, assumed new duties 
May 21 as chief operator at Tecumseh. 
, Mrs. Waring § suc- 
ceeds Ferne Wilger, 
who is migrating to 
Oregon to make her 
future home. 

Mrs. Warning’s 
employment dates 
from July 1949, 
with all of her serv- 
ice being compiled 
in the Fairbury op- 
erating room. Her 
family awaited the end of the Fairbury 
school term before joining her at Te- 
cumseh. 


Juanita G. Waring 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


he following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association in May 1956: 


Primary Members: Marlene Snyder, Lincoln 
Commercial, $36.40; E. A. Drake, Lincoln Cus- 
todial, $10.00; E. D. Pratt, Lincoln Custodial, 
$20.00; William Schuman, Lincoln Custodial, 
$10.00; P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln Toll Equipment, 
$10.00; C. J. Crew, Geneva Non-Functional, 
$25.00; W. R. Behrns, Wahoo Plant, $224.00; 
Janis Root, Ashland Traffic, $20.00; Pansey 
Kechely, Beatrice Traffic, $135.38; Ruth Comp- 
ton, Hastings Traffic, $12.00; Jean Vybiral, 
Lincoln Traffic, $5.00; Marguerite Ienn, York 
Traffic, $99.60; H. E. Velte, Nebr. Tel. Dir. Co., 
$10.00; G. W. Jahn, Lincoln Pensioner, $17.50. 

Dependents: Mrs. M. C. Walker, Lincoln, 
$87.50; Loran Powell, Lincoln, $25.00: Mrs. C. 
W. Higgins, Lincoln, $10.00; Lhonda Hibbert, 
Lincoln, $72.30; Mrs. Arthur Balderson, Lin- 
coln, $15.00; Karen Jensen, Lincoln, $10.00; 
Gregory Rogers, Auburn, $83.40: Pamela Coon, 
Beatrice, $35.00; Cloyde Edwards, Wymore, 
$170.50; Karen Foley, York, $10.00. 


| JOURNEY’S END 


Funeral services for Louis Ferguson, father 
of Kenneth Ferguson, Central Plant, were 
held May 21 at Aitken, Minnesota. 

Services for Mrs. Charles Findley, mother 
of John Findley, Central Plant, were held 
May 15 at Seward. 

Ralph Graham, father of Paula Graham, 
Plattsmouth Traffic, passed away at Nebraska 
City. Services were held May 12, with burial 
at Wyuka Cemetery, Nebraska City. 

Adam Krieger, father of Joyann Krieger. 
General Traffic, died May 27 in Lincoln. 
Funeral services were held May 31 at the 
Hodgman-Splain Mortuary. Burial at Wyuka, 
Lincoln. 

Funeral services for Mrs. S. G. Lohmeier, 
mother of Merle Lohmeier, Central Plant, 
were held May 25 at Sutton. 

Correction: Elzie Morehead was the hus- 
band of Cecile Morehead, Tecumseh Traffic, 


and not father as reported in the May issue. 


W. E. Macdonald 1880-1956 


William E. Macdonald, former south- 
ern district wire chief, passed away at 
Beatrice on May 21 following a chronic 
and progressive ill- 
ness of many years. 
The end of this ex- 
emplary and useful 
lite was not unex- 
pected, and mem- 
bers of his family 
were about him in 
his last hours. 

It was ten years 
ago that sickness 
brought his active 
telephone career to a close. Since then 
he has struggled tenaciously against 
the affliction and more than once has 
called on his waning reserve strength 
to attend gatherings of the Pioneers 
at Lincoln and Beatrice. 


Mr. Macdonald made telephony his 
life’s pursuit. He entered the industry 
at York with the Independent company 
at the turn of the century. Later he 
joined the Bell forces, working at Nor- 
folk and Council Bluffs from 1901 to 
1918. He spent six years as manager 
of the City Telephone Company at 
Sidney, Iowa before coming to LT&T 
as combinationman in 1927. In 1929 he 
was switchboard installer for the sup- 
ply department, going to Nebraska City 
as switchboardman in 1931. He was 
named wire chief of that exchange in 
1934 and the same year went to York 
as district inspector. He held a like po- 
sition at Hastings, before coming to 
Lincoln as maintenance inspector in 
1935. He returned to Hastings as dis- 
trict inspector in 1940 and was called 
to Beatrice in 1942. His appointment 


W. E. Macdonald 


chief came in 1945. 


Born September 13, 1880 at Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, Canada, Mr. Macdonald 
developed in early life the traits that 
distinguished him among men: a quiet 
dignity; a profound friendliness; ever- 
present courtesy; and a natural pro- 
pensity to excel in his chosen profession. 
He will be sorely missed by the many 
staunch friends he made within the 
circle of our organization, Funeral 
services were held at Beatrice on May 
25 and he was laid to final rest at Sid- 


ney, lowa. 


"Welcome fo LT&T”’ 


Accounting 
Jolene Davis.................. MGGCH... pric oc es 4-23 
Roberta Edgman............ Adv. Clerical................ 5-14 
Barbara Walker........... PAGEN s TDW eccicocunestanccent 5- 2 
Commercial 
Shirley Plautz...............- RNG Sie ps cere 4-28 
Sandra Wertz................. MOTOS Siiccceaanncecacveawasouens 4-30 
Engineering 
Thomas L. Boyd............ DrOTiSINGh  ccnscwccnvcc 4-23 
William J. Leitgeb........ DIPETISIMIOND: ~ <vcncescarsnsiennt 4-23 
Plant 
Kenneth A. Darby.......... Groundman, Cst. ........5-15 
Dwight C. Enderle.......... Lane; CSE cicedenccuaxy 5- 7 
Donald D. Hessler.......... Warehouseman, Linc. 5-21 
Harold H. Kuenning...... Groundman, Cst........... 5-14 
Schuyler B. Mason........ Janitor, Lincoln............ 5- 1] 
Gordon D. Olsen............ Janitor, Lincoln ..........5-23 
Merritt H. Powell.......... Groundman, Cst. ........ 4-30 
Marshall P. Stilwell-........ Janitor, Linceole.2.c:... 4-24 
Traffic 
Beverly Blacksher 
(Re-emp.) .......2.2....-.-- BeEGTVICE - 25-625 5-16 
Borinie CAGMpscsnwcscciac Opr:, “Beotric®.ccccic 5- 1] 
Sharon Colberg.............. Opts YORK tscsctinteeuces 5-14 
Mardelle Favinger.......... Opie; LOCO exncanasocces 4-30 
Ruby Friedman.............. Opr,- EMcOlftc.cecc0lkc 4-16 
Geraldine Hatcher 
(Re-emp.)  ......-..-.....- Opr.,. ‘Lineothi.c..c.2c--. 4-26 
Marjorie Lubben............ Opt... HINCOl Fixes 5-21 
KRGry! LUSCH cacnvccceacewceee Opr., WaOROOs..cc.c..c000c: 5-21 
Lucille Malousek............ Opr.,- WONnCG.. 2 sin. 5-21 
Joan Marting................ Typist, Gen’! Traf......... 5-21 
Barbara McCormick...... Oi ag PF Meaackistihe seek 5-14 
Violet McGaugh............ Opr.,- LinColtiscc:n2.2.x 4-23 
Joan Menke.................. Opr., Beatrice.............. 5-14 
Ruth Porter (Re-emp.)..Opr., Ashland................ 5-16 
POM Relies ee cone Chief Opr., Bennet...... 5-23 
carolyn Rhode................ Df... LINC OW enressnceseona 4-30 
Bernita Schroeder.......... prs. LINGO xcsecccadices: 5- | 
Catherine Short.............. Opts. “LInGGscsscnecoaecces 4-30 
Marilyn Skarin 
(Re-emp.) .........-----.--- Opr;,. PIGStiNGS:.csciicens 5-21 
LOrerra St@ii vais ccdennetess Hor, -BeGtrices..cs.: 5-14 
Shirley Tesarek.............. Opr:, Beotrice....<...2i 5- 7 
Bettye Thomas.............. Ori, LINCO x .senvcencus 5-2] 
Kathryn Traeger 
(GBI) cccccuteestosenecd er. FOmbUyokscsccccn 5- 7 
Dorothy Vang............--.- Opr., Lineoln...:...:.....-.. 5-21 
Evelyn Walker............-.-- OF. INGO eccsccersutuee 5-21 
Marilyn Walsh........-.------ Og: Y OUR naxeaiccscceacece 5- 7 
Betsy Wilshusen..........-. |)! ee | go || 9 eee 4-26 
Diane: Witt: coke Opr., Hastings.............. 5-22 
Joan Wratten............---- oer, HHOstings.-..2.3.: 5-22 
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Mr. and Mrs. August Jensen are the proud 
parents of a son, Larry William, born May 
30. August is a member of the construction 
crew at York. 


A son, Kim Karl, was born May 21 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Dennis Kratochvil. Gloria is on 
leave of absence from Lincoln Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Laschanzky an- 
nounce the birth of a son, Greg Lee, born 
May 30. Gerald is a member of the con- 
struction crew at York. 


A daughter, Sandra Kay, arrived at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Monkelien on May 1. 
Sandra’s mother, Kay, is on leave from Lin- 

“It’s a girl” cigars have been passed by 
Lavern Scholl of the Garage. Lorri Sue ar- 
rived June 2. 
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Telephone Wares Shown af 
Air Base 


Loran Powell, second from left, gives a dem- 
enstration of local dialing to a group at the 
display booth. 


LT&T had a hand in the observation 
of Armed Forces Day, May 19, with a 
presentation of a pretentious display in 
one of the huge hangars at Lincoln Air 
Force Base. The display was designed 
by General Commercial, with Bill 
Quinn, Ott Gorman and Loran Powell 
combining in the arrangement. Attend- 
ants were Irene Combs and Myra Met- 
calf, of General Traffic; and Boyd 
Wedgwood, George Hancock and Jody 
Hartley, of Lincoln Commercial. The 
display featured customer long distance 
dialing, local dialing, electronic secre- 
tary, hands-free telephone, colored 
handsets, historical telephones,  tele- 
phone materials and a cable display. 


Our New Associate Editor 


The latest member of the News fam- 
ily is Diane Feldstein, who displays a 
fine journalistic talent in this month’s 
Persenalities sec- 
tion. She succeeds 
Delores Davis as as- 
sociate editor for 


Accounting — Dis- 
bujrsement and 
Printing Sections. 


We sincerely thank 
California - bound 
Mrs. Davis for the 
excellent job she 
has done in gather- 
ing and writing the news of her con- 
stituents and extend a hearty wel- 
come to Mrs. Feldstein. We're sure her 
free-flowing, conversational style of re- 
porting will receive the endorsement of 
all of our readers. Diane has added a 
year with LT&T to two years’ experi- 
ence with New Jersey Bell. 


Diane Feldstein 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
by Lineah Johnson 

We welcome back to our staff ex-operator 
Margaret Zeilinger, who has returned to David 
City Traffic from Lincoln. ... Starting off this 
year’s vacations is Darlene Rech, who says she 
plans to do her house cleaning. ... Nadine 
Jones, Lois Winterfield and Verna Heins were 
hostesses at a personal shower for Lois Love- 
lace at the Heins home on May 8... . Camilla 
Selzer spent a few days in Columbus recently 
caring for her sister who is convalescing after 
surgery. ... Margaret Grubaugh is taking a 
leave of absence to devote full time to the 
knitting of ‘“‘little things.” ... And speaking 
of being absent-minded—Phyllis Lukassen 
came marching into the operating room, 
seated herself, picked up a number—only to 
discover that she was without a _ headset. 
Oh yes, she was excused long enough to get 
her headset. 


Nebraska City Area 
by Norma Jean Dettmer and Vera Orton 


The girls’ lounge has taken on a “new 
look” with new tile having been laid. We 
might add that it looks very nice. ... We 
send our get-well wishes along to Mary 
Tackett who is recovering from an opera- 
tion. ... Ruby Clites is all smiles, and she 
has a very good reason. Her daughter arrived 
home from Hawaii recently. Josephine 
and George Placek are proud grandparents 
again. Their daughter presented them with 
a new. grandson. ; Evelyn Denson was 
quite proud of her daughter, Carol Ann, who 
was in a dance recital this month... . Lillian 
Bader traveled to Des Moines to attend the 
Midwest Conference of the Women’s Division 
of the Chamber of Commerce, May 18, 19 
and 20. Betty Phillips and Lois Ryder 
are learning toll under the instruction of 
Edna Komma.... Myra Metcalf was a very 
welcome visitor in the traffic office this 


month. .. . Gladys Parker and Berniece West 
have really been busy lately. Both have girls 
graduating from high school... .Cleora Law- 


rence spent one week of her vacation at home. 
Now she’s waiting patiently for that second 
week. . . . Sophia Windels, chief operator at 
Syracuse, took a week of her vacation and 
spent it visiting in Kansas and Oklahoma. 

The operators have the fishing fever 
now. Several of them have been fishing and 
tell the rest of us about the big ones they 
caught. The outside of the office is 
shining in its new coat of white paint with 
green trim. It makes another added improve- 
ment to the main street in Syracuse. 


Plattsmouth Area 
By Thelma Tritsch 

Eleanor Lane, chief operator at Weeping 
Water, had to take a week off for illness. 
The girls at the board accused her of having 
spring fever, but Eleanor said “No.” ... At 
home having a_=e good time “scratching 
poison ivy’’ was Nancy Behrns, also of Traffic. 
. . . Lloyd Lane finally got his car back from 
the repair shop after using considerable “‘shoe 
leather” the last three weeks. Mrs. Lane hit 
loose rocks while turning out for another 
car and turned their car completely over. 
Fortunately, Mrs. Lane was only shaken up. 

- Pauline Reckard has a new name and is 
very proud of it—‘Grandma.”’ Mr. and Mrs. 
Dale Reckard are the parents of a fine baby 
boy. . . . Graduations were really in the lime- 
light around the office this month. Helen 
Ofe’s daughter Brenda graduated from Platts- 
mouth High School and has a_ position in 
the office of Northwestern Bell at Omaha. 
Elizabeth Nichols’ son also graduated from 


Plattsmouth High School. Our congratula- 
tions and best wishes go with them both. 
Graduating from the eighth grade were 
Noveta, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Humiston, and Gayle, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Heigl... . We all enjoyed having Irene 
Combs with us this past week. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 

“‘Ozzie’’ Ochsner of Plant is the proud owner 
of a brand new car, and what do you think, 
he also took a vacation to Wall, South Dako- 
ta. How about that? Some guys really 
splurge. Wayne Menze is the proud 
driver of a new telephone truck. ... Some of 
the guys and gals are doing a little fixing 
up around their residences. Mike Svoboda 
is building a new addition on his house, 
and Lola Langner of Commercial has been 
landscaping her new home. a recent 
visitor in the Seward office was Ken Boshart. 
Jerry Shipley, his wife and daughter ‘Dee 
Dee”’ spent the weekend fishing near Belle- 
vue. ... Lola Langner had a real thrill on 
Mother’s Day when she received a call from 
her daughter and son-in-law who is stationed 
with the Armed Forces in Alaska... .Mr. and 
Mrs. Gray also received a call from their 
son, Dale, in Oakland, California. Dale is 
a yeoman—first class—aboard the Gen. E. D. 
Patrick. 

Wahoo Area 
By Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 

Despite a few bumps and bruises, the skat- 
ing party given by the traffic department 
was enjoyed by all. Jenny Stoltenberg 
spent her week’s vacation in Lodge Wood, 
Iowa, visiting her parents. ... Dorothy Jel- 
inek spent her vacation right round home. 


‘ * . 


The | Growing Season For 


; Francis Nicholsen spent a few days at 
Crawford and the remainder of his time at 
home just “taking life easy.” i 
cakes and coffee were served in the base- 
ment. The honored guests were Henrietta 
Maly, Joanne Steinbach and Inez Olsen. ... 
May 6 was auite an occasion for Mr. and Mrs. 
Axel Olsen, as well it should be, for they 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary. 
Elvera is the janitress at Wahoo. ... Karen 
Speckmann is very happily driving around in 
a new car. 


Southern District 


By Mary Goracke 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 

Vacations have started here. Della Gerdes, 
Traffic, spent a week at a ranch in Tucson, 
Arizona, swimming and horseback riding. 
Joan Stevens is knee-deep in wedding 
preparations. ...Idalene Bogle is flashing a 
sparkler on her left hand so congratulations 
are in order. ... Oakel Butler reports that 
her son has re-enlisted in the Air Force and 
is stationed at San Antonio, Texas. ... Orva 
Jean Gobber has been busy getting settled 
in her own home in the country which she 
has furnished with completely new furniture. 
. . . Alice Haddox visited a friend at Cameron, 
Missouri, recently. ...A Union dinner was 
enjoyed at the Legion Room in Nebraska City 
by employees from all departments, number- 
ing about 20, together with their wedded 


mates. . .. Lloyd Oglesby spent his vacation 
getting settled in Beatrice prior to his transfer 
there. . . . Doris Peterson and Marcelene 


ay Sh 


( mpany Buildings : 


i 


The balmy days of spring added impetus to the company’s extensive housing program. Central 
office buildings are growing faster than the corn throughout the territory. Pictured above at upper 
left is the beautiful Beatrice building which has taken shape and is ready for the finishing touches 
to the exterior. At upper right is an interior view at Beatrice, showing the superstructure in place 
for erection of dial equipment. At lower left, the Ashland building is already taking form. At lower 
right, the Lincoln 6-Office addition is being rushed to meet a September 1 completion date. 
By the first of July the first floor is scheduled to be enclosed and ready to receive equipment. 
The past few weeks also have seen the completion of new CDO buildings at Tamora, Pickrell, 
Carleton, Ohiowa, Bennet, Dunbar, Greenwood, Brownville, McCool, Clay Center, Bellwood, Colon and 


Panama. 
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Pictures by Don Christle and C. J. Novak 


Behrends and hubbies attended the Square 
Dance Festival in Lincoln. 
Beatrice Area 
by Pauline Hinz and Marlene Lienemann 

June Carman spent a few days with her 
daughter who is visiting here from California. 
. . . We are sorry to lose three girls who were 
with us a long time. Eleanor Bryant and 
family moved to Reno, Nevada, where her 
husband is employed; Alma Norman moved 
to Denver; and Genevieve Harper is now liv- 
ing in Benadick, South Dakota. ... Martha 
Penner had the misfortune to spend some 
time in the hospital. ...Al Parde spent a 
week of his vacation redecorating his newly 
acquired residence. . . . Bill Eckles is spend- 
ing his vacation catching up on his fishing 
so he can become a member of the “Fish 
Stories Club.”’ Don Gilmore and Red 
Turner are flashing around in new Buicks. 
- . . We are glad to have Zelda Edwards back 
in Wymore Traffic after recovering from an 
operation. . . . Recent visitors in the Wymore 
office were L. P. Young and L. W. Cleveland; 
also Sophia Witcofski and her new baby 


daughter. . . . Betty Benda enjoyed a family 
Picnic at Newton, Kansas, recently. 
Crete Area 


by Darlene Acord and Loretta Mcllnay 
A former Friend operator, Mrs. Harold Frey 
and her three children from Genoa, visited 
the office recently. LeAnn Armstrong, 
Crete Traffic, was among the spectators at 
the auto races in Lincoln. ... Enjoying the 
perfect picnic weather were Arlene Musil and 
husband... . Mrs. Catherine Dunham, a Crete 
Subscriber and former employee in Lincoln 
Traffic, especially enjoyed the latest copy of 
the News. ... On May 3 the hungry group 
at Lone Oak near Lincoln included Helen 
Cudly, Betty Steele, Arlene Acord, Arlene 
Musil, Fern Jacobs, LeAnn Armstrong and 
Ethel Park. 
Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 
Nera Milius’ husband has returned from 
Overseas. ... Marilyn McDermet picked New 
Orleans and surrounding cities for a vacation. 
. . Velda Wagner became buried in remodel- 
ing and spring house cleaning during a week’s 
vacation. ... Mary Jackson’s sister and fam- 
ily were visitors from California. : 
Dorcas Slater is going to Glendale, California, 
to visit her sister who is ill. LaVella 
Schwartz and Norma Cuthbert are moving to 
California with their families... . Floyd Nave 
spent Mother’s Day in Rockport, Missouri, 
and T. E. Longdon was in Central City. 
Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 
Raymond Bruning recently acted as a Scout 
sponsor for an overnight hike expedition. 
. . Visitors during May were Clyde Whitting- 
ton and Floyd Jenkins. ... The first vaca- 
tioner in this area was Ivan Haith who spent 
a week with relatives and friends in Red 
Cloud. 
Tecumseh Area 
By Mary Goracke 
The proudest man in the plant department 
is Harold Drake since the advent of his first 


grandson, but there will be a slight delay 
before Harold gets to see little Richard since 
his temporary home is in Weisbaden, Ger- 
many. ... Clara Costello’s recent visitors 
were her sister and baby from Denver. ... 
Being guests of honor at a recent stag party 
didn’t help Bill Eckles or Ted Husing when 
it came to winning. Neither one made a 
higher income bracket. The plant department 
held its social event before Bill’s transfer to 
Beatrice and Ted’s to Wilber. ... Not to be 
outdone, the Traffic girls had a get-together 
for their new chief operator, Juanita Waring, 
who transferred from Fairbury. At the same 
time Ferne Wilger was presented a gift from 
the department before her departure to Ore- 


gon. ... It’s very nice to have Irby Halver- 
stadt back at work looking healthier than 
ever—and more ornery, too. .. . Sympathy is 


extended to Jim Smith in the loss of his 
step father, W. E. Macdonald of Beatrice, a 
pioneer of the telephone company. ... One 
of the busiest girls, as far as social activities 
are concerned, is Henri Goracke, especially 
since college let out and the sailor is home 
from sea. Among her more quiet moments 
was a party at Italian Village in Lincoln for 
the league bowling teams. ... Ines Meister 
is one of our first vacationers. She spent 
two weeks in Kansas City, Missouri, and 
Sabetha, Kansas. One of Ines’ most embar- 
rassing moments occurred after she dialed 
(or thought she had) the number of the 
local cafe to order a bacon sandwich, only 
to be informed she had called the local 
rendering plant. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 
Once more vacation season is rolling 
around. Heading the list is Marian Franz, 
Traffic, who sends greetings from Dallas, 
Texas. ... Area Manager and Mrs. C. J. Crew 
were also Texas visitors. They spent a week 
with their daughter Betty and family at 
Tuscola, Texas. 
Hastings Area 
by Carol Henry 
Jeanette Persinger has returned from a 
Colorado vacation and reports she had a won- 
derful time. Helen Rothfuss spent her 
vacation at home with her family. ... 
LeAnne Schmidt left the first of June for 
Germany, where she is planning to be mar- 
ried. 
Hebron Area 
by Mary Wright 
Lila Keim vacationed with her sister and 
family in Lincoln. Norma Maschmann 
was also on vacation... . Margaret, Mary and 
Regina Bethscheider attended the Women’s 
Pioneer Party in Hastings and reported hav- 
ing a very enjoyable time. ... Mrs. Dick 
Dutcher and son of Hebron and her sister, 
Mrs. Jim Smith and sons of Tecumseh, were 
recent visitors in the Hebron office. Mrs. 


James L. Baxfer Turns the 35-Year Corner 


Following the tradition of tele- 
Phone men, J. L. Baxter has been 
slowly accumulating his years of 
service to our company, and on May 
24, one of his anniversaries rolled 
past. This was his 35th, though it 
doesn’t seem so long ago that he 
came up from Kansas to appear 
cn the payroii of Lincoin Piant. 
Most of his service has been posted 
in that department, although he was 
in the Western district for a num- 
ber of years, once serving as man- 
ager at Edgar. The pin was pre- 
sented by Max C. Walker, assistant 
to the general plant superintendent, 
while Ralph Connors, wire chief, at 
lett; and C. B. Meshier, district 
plant manager, at right, bear wit- 
ness of the occasion. 
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Smith and Mrs. Dutcher were former 
cashiers. 
Superior Area 
by Ann Hanson 
Visitors at the Superior office the last 
month were Melba Richards, chief operator 
at Lincoln; LaVerne Braun, Georgia Smith, 
Mabel Volpp, all of Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment; and former operator Mary Hudson Cal- 
houn of Oregon. . . Area Manager Kubat, 
Artis Bowen, chief operator, and Myra Met- 
calf, traveling instructor, visited the Hebron 
office May 24. ... Mary Ahrens and Wanda 
Thompson are back on occasional work while 
Twilla Jansen is working full time... . Crys- 
tal Langer spent her vacation traveling in the 
East, and Clarinda Lake plans to spend her 
vacation at home. ... The commercial office 
is looking brighter with a new coat of tur- 
quoise paint. “Shrimp” Whitney, plant 
department, spent his vacation in the Black 
Hills. 
Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 
Area Manager J. H. Mankamyer and Man- 
agers P. V. Eckles and E. A. Moorhead at- 
tended the Management meeting in Lincoln on 
May 2. *, Catherine Cassell attended the 
Pioneer ladies spring party held at Hastings. 
.. . Beverly Moorhead, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elmer Moorhead of Clay Center, was 
salutatorian of her class at Clay Center High 
School. ... Elmer Moorhead and family have 
returned from a week’s vacation visiting rela- 
tives in Kentucky. Their new 1956 Mercury 
made the trip more enjoyable. ... On April 
29 Lucyle Scheidemann was in Fremont visit- 
ing her sister. ... This may be a fish story, 
but Phil Eckles claims he caught a 1415-]b. 
catfish—and he also wants the fact known 
that the fish was caught with a hook and 
not by hand. The Sutton office has 
taken on a brighter look with the new tile 
floor and new fluorescent lights. 
York Area 
by Virginia Wall 
It seems we have a disease going around 
our plant department. It is commonly known 
as “Fishing Fever.’ But to date we haven’t 
heard of any big catches. ... New cars and 
spring seem to go together. Although we 
haven’t seen any new ones, we have seen 
some changes. John Eckles bought a “fishing 
car;’”’ Manager Sterling Nelson has painted 
his conservative maroon station wagon bright 
red; Wire Chief Vance Embrey traded his ’54 
Plymouth for a ’55 Ford station wagon. 
Kathleen Sughrue has the fever, too, but as 
yet she is still driving the same car. ...We 
are glad to see Marguerite Ienn and Jean 
Heyen back to work following their recent 
visit to the hospital. . . . Several vacationers 
are enjoying the beautiful late spring weather. 
June Moore, cashier, cleaned house for a 
week, and Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, 
spent her spring vacation at home too. Mary 
Jo Heser and Maribelle Hennings spent their 
vacation in Colorado and Wyoming. We hope 
the many vacationers enjoyed themselves. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 

“Can you have the painting done by Fri- 
day?” Irene Stoltz was planning on some hom: 
sprucing up. “Sure, I'll start Wednesday.” 
The painter didn’t show up until Friday, how- 
ever. Oh well,’”’ thought Irene, “life is full 
of minor setbacks.” Friday night she walked 
into the house. It wasn’t looking too well. 
He had said the job would need only one 
coat. The walls and ceiling were streaked 
and somewhat scratched. Besides, paint was 
splattered on her stove, refrigerator and 
floor. It was the wrong color at that. “Oh 


well,’’ said Irene, “life is full of small 
blunders.’ The painter telephoned. “How 
aid you like the job?” “I didn’t!” Irene 


was truthful. “Fix it up.’’ Monday she laid 
papers on the floor. “I'll fool him this time,” 
she thought. At 5:30 she arrived home. The 
walls looked a little better. She looked at 
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Lincoln-General Co 


mmercials on Annual Picnic 


e : There’s no better time to take 
a a group picture than when the 
subjects are full of fried chicken. 
That accounts for the happy faces 
of the commercial folk who had 
just finished their picnic supper 
and were about to take over the 
Capitol Beach on the night of 
May 24. The picnic is an annual 
event designed to introduce new 
members of these growing depart- 
ments. 


the kitchen. He had moved the papers aside 
and stood his paint cans on the floor. She 
looked at the sink. That’s where he had 
washed his brushes. Irene was slightly up- 
set. The new kitchen inlaid was quite a mess; 
the painting job was quite a mess; the stove, 
refrigerator, and sink were quite a mess. 
“Oh well,” Irene was getting a bit hysteri- 
cal, “life is really quite a mess.” ... Get- 
ting married may be a serious affair but Bill 
Thompson and Harold Brady prefer to tease 
Jack Hardesty. Of course several serious 
lectures were given by the two pro’s, but 
Bill, who is married to a redhead, has advised 
Jack, newly married to one, ‘‘not to argue 
with her.” “‘Not unless you can run faster,” 
was Harold’s comment. ... At a_ recent 
luncheon at the Cornhusker, Dewey Nelsen 
and George Mann were pres2nted their 40- 


year pins. ... The men’s stag party and 
smorgasbord was held May 24 at the Uni- 
versity Club. ... Packing to leave for Cali- 


fornia, typing her brother’s thesis, and 
roughnecking with her two little nephews 
from Powell, Wyoming, is keeping Dolores 
Davis on the go. Visiting relatives in 
Wichita and Omaha comprised Ferne Burns’ 
vacation. Congratulations are in order: 
to Barbara Walker on her graduation from 
Wesleyan and her election to Cardinal Key, 
campus honorary society; to Ralph Retzlaff 
on his graduation from the University of 
Nebraska as a member of Beta Gamma 
Sigma, honorary business fraternity; to the 
Accounting bowling team which won the 
championship and the beautiful new trophy; 
and to Mr. Devoe who was made an admiral 
in the Nebraska Navy by Governor Ander- 
son. ... Having Memorial Day fall on Wed- 
nesday was a nice way to break up the 
week, but Dick Spohn found it a little con- 
fusing. Thursday morning he was all set 
to go back to sleep, thinking it was Sunday. 

. Jack-of-all-trades Geist spent Memorial 
Day fishing and came home with 21 bullheads. 

- Things were going along fairly well out 
at Farmer Lindgren’s acreage until some ani- 
mal discovered the delights of Charlie’s fresh 
chicken. He figured it was either a cat or a 
fox and after several chickens were lost 
decided to ride shotgun on the roof. For a 
few nights nothing happened. Then one eve- 
ning he heard his dogs barking and dashed 
madly out of the house grabbing the shot- 
gun. “Hmmm, guess it’s not them,” he mut- 
tered. The young couple in the car looking 
for lover's lane took off quickly, spurred on 
perhaps by the sight of that shotgun. Later 
Charlie went to the barn and discovered 
another half-devoured chicken. He decided 
the animal would be back for the rest the 
next night. Br’er Fox evidently knew which 
barn his chickens were buttered in. Not tak- 
ing any chances, Charlie hid inside the barn 
this time. Suddenly he heard a noise. “Tally 
Ho!" he cried, and rushed outside, switching 
on the light. One of the chickens had 
Strayed and been left out. The chicken killer 
had obviously thought this was very con- 
venient. He thought he was becoming one 
of the family. He was quite surprised by 
Charlie’s sudden interference and was unable 
to turn his effective offensive into an equally 
effective defensive, finding himself  out- 


matched by superior arms. One shot put him 
out of business. As Charlie walked over to 
see if whatever-it-was had died with its 
boots on, he discovered that the cat that 
might have been a fox was in reality a 
raccoon. The animal’s dying thought was un- 
doubtedly “‘Why didn’t mother teach me how 
to use a shotgun?” Selling shotguns to rac- 
coons might be a good business opportunity 
for an enterprising young lad (or woman in 
these days of equality), (or child in these 
days of wise, quick youth). Since Charlie’s 
wife wasn’t interested in a raccoon fur, the 
three-pound animal, skin and all, was buried 
unceremoniously. Anyone interested can dig 
him up. The raccoon, that is, not Charlie. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


It’s raining again—just what this country 
needs, and we’re all grateful—but to the cable 
department it has a little different meaning. 
It not only makes the grass green and the 
garden grow but also brings cable trouble. 
Our splicers have been mighty busy boys of 
late. . . . Visitors this past month include 
George Hansen, Joy Dobbs and Clyde Boyles. 
George brought us a big bouquet of flowers. 
We think he just wanted to prove to us that 
he hadn't been idle. We really did appreci- 
ate them, coming from George. ... It had 
been a long time since we had seen Clyde 
Boyles. He now makes his home in Cali- 
fornia and to hear him talk he’s a true Cali- 
fornian. The climate must agree with him as 
he looks wonderful. . Joy was telling us 
about a regular pensioner reunion which took 
place recently at Reller’s Lake. It was com- 
pletely unplanned but nevertheless a good 
time was had by all. Joy and Murph Martin 
went fishing one morning and as they sat 
on the bank waiting for the fish to bite they 
happened to look across the lake and there 
sat Bert Huddleston and Bill Hassler. The 
four of them got together, shared their pic- 
nic lunch, fished, and no doubt hashed over 
the telephone business a little on the Side. 
... We're betting the air was blue with cigar 
smoke on Lyle Piper’s crew on May 31, be- 
cause the day before, two members of Lyle’s 
Bang became new fathers—both boys, too. 
The proud papas are Gerald Laschanzky and 
August Jensen. ... Joel Murray, a member 
of our York Construction crew, recently re- 
turned from his vacation in his home state 
of North Carolina. ...Ed Smith got his va- 
cation out of the way early this year. The 
first week was spent in Minnesota where, 
according to Ed, the fishing was wonderful. 
Catching up on odd jobs at home took care 
of his second week... . Cliff Artz and Frank 
Nevitt of Beatrice spent a weekend recently 
fishing at Long Pine. Cliff is on his vacation 
as this is written, and has quite a trip out- 
lined for himself. Planned to visit his brother 
in Portland, Oregon and then on to Venice, 
California to visit his daughter and _ those 
grandchildren. ... It has been rumored that 
“Dagwood” Hibbert has been putting in a lot 
of overtime at home—doing some remodeling. 

. ‘Buck’? Duer and brother, Weldon, took 


a week end to try out the fishing at Lake 
McConaughy. From all reports they had a 
good time and Buck turned up with a beau- 
tiful tan but we didn’t hear much talk about 
fish (think the total number was three). ... 
And the Winders recently spent a weekend in 
Kansas City when they saw K.C. beat the 
Boston Red Sox. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Eunice Bailey, Associate Editor 


Vacation time again and here we go. ; 
Clara Jones spent a week at home taking it 
easy. Rose Carlson spent a few days of her 
vacation at home, but judging by her house- 
cleaning plans she certainly didn’t get in 
much rest. Helen Pickard was hostess to 
her nephew and family from California dur- 
ing a portion of her vacation. Alvina Upitis 
spent a nice quiet vacation at home. Darlene 
and Vern Russell journeyed to Springfield, 
Missouri, to indulge in their favorite sport— 
fishing. They caught forty bullheads in one 
day, so guess we are safe in saying the fish- 
ing was good. Incidentally, Darlene is an 
expert at baiting the hooks with fish worms. 

Blanche Buel purchased a lovely new 
home and is very busy these days selecting 
colors to complete the interior decoration. 
Moving day for the Buels depends on the 
completion date of the house. Darlene 
Carlson was honoree at a miscellaneous 
shower given by friends in her home town of 
Syracuse. ... A fast week-end trip to Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin for Zigrida Bumanis. The 
occasion was a National Volley Ball Tourna- 
ment of Latvian teams. Zigrida’s brother 
played on the Lincoln team which finished 
in second place. ... To Linoma Beach for a 
picnic went Sally Grabowski, Kay Smith, 
Carol Goff and Eleanor Grabowski plus boy 
friends and husbands. Sally just couldn't 
resist the lure of the water and proceeded 
to fall out of a boat. Her pals (?) decided 
she really was fond of the water and threw 
her in the river. Apparently she can either 
swim or float as she reappeared at work 
none the worse for the double dunking. ... 
Bob Ross turned up short a suit coat recently. 
After a good search at home, plus a few wel] 
placed telephone calls, the coat was found 
in the clothes closet of a fraternity brother 
of Bob’s son. A _ good sturdy padlock on 
Bob’s clothes closet might be the solution 
to the problem. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


As this was being written, Mary and Mel 
Pohlenz were enjoying sunny Florida and a 
trip to Havana, Cuba. From the cards we 
received it must be wonderful. ... Showers 
and more showers—Marg Whitaker was the 
honoree at a bridal shower at Lone Oak, May 
8. Hostesses were Jody Hartley and Mary 
Walker. It was a surprise and, believe it or 
not, no one told. That was quite a secret for 
a bunch of gals to keep. Marg Whitaker had 
a bridal shower for Mary Walker, May 16. 
They both received many beautiful gifts. 
Baby showers were held for Millie Carey 
with Mary Pohlenz and Jean Baker as 
hostesses and for Norma Coufal with Jo 
Varga, Joyce Brown and Virginia Anderson 
as hostesses. The one for Norma was com- 
bined with a picnic. Needless to say, everyone 
had a good time. Recent visitors with their 
new babies included Thelma Mahlman, La- 
Vonne Joosten, Lois Meyer, Elva Mares and 
Ruth Owen. Congratulations to Rose 
Cecava who is wearing a beautiful diamond. 
... Linda Sipes was home with the mumps 
and we're looking for the picture her mom 
was going to take... . Attending the bowling 
dinner at Italian Village were Jody Hartley, 
Jovce Brown, Shirley Heiliger, Jean and 
Esther Baker, and Marlene Snyder... . If vou 
have noticed Joyvee Brown and Jody Hartley 
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Paul Wilkinson’s construction crew takes ad- 
vantage of c warm Mav noon to form a circle 
of cards, a bit of snoozing and just plain sittin’. 
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walking as if their bones would break, it’s 
nothing serious. They went horseback riding 
and were stiff and sore for a few days. ... 
Speaking of Joyce, she has her troubles. 
May 21, when it rained around midnight, 
Joyce was out in her pajamas trying to put 
up the top on her car. She got it up after 
she was thoroughly soaked so she sat on 
the porch drinking orange juice, watching 
it rain and trying to dry out. ... This is 
the story on Sherman and the LT&T jeep: 
“We were on our way to check on a PBX 
installation and booth location. I was making 
fun of the jeep and Sherm was bragging on 
how good it was. We pulled up at our des- 
tination and on stopping Sherm pulled back 
on the emergency brake and ended up with 
the lever, a long rod, in his hand. It looked 
like he was mad at me and was going to 
hit me over the head because I was kidding 
him about the jeep. Sherm sure had a funny 
look on his face.’ (Signed RB). Thanks for 
the story, RB, and to our readers the jeep 
was traded for a new one the next day.... 
May 24, Local and General Commercial held 
their annual spring picnic at Capitol Beach. 
Joyce Brown served as chairman of the com- 
mittee and helping her were Marlene Holsten, 
Jo Varga, Marg Whitaker, Marla Kutz, Merl 
Sherman, George Hancock and yours truly. 
The food was good and everyone had a swell 
time which was all that was necessary. The 
only casualty was Marla Kutz who had three 
cut fingers. Wonder if Marla hadn't sliced 
potatoes and eggs before. ... Our wanderer 
Mary Pohlenz returned before the News went 
to press so we got the scoop directly from 
her. Florida and Cuba were wonderful, beau- 
tiful, etc., but she was glad to return to 
Nebraska where they serve good food. Oh 
yes, she also has a beautiful tan and said 
the next trip will be to Colorado—no more 
foreign countries for her. 


General Commercial 


Ruth Kadavy, Associate Editor 


We've had a little excitement in our 
General Commercial office this month, due to 
the marriage of Pat Tolhurst which took 
place on June 2. A shower was held in Pat’s 
honor on May 25 with Ruth Kadavy and Joan 
Moorberg as hostesses. Also, the girls in 
our office were invited to attend her com- 
munity shower in Raymond. ... Pat was 
hurriedly trying to move as much as possible 
into her new apartment before the wedding, 
so took some boxes she had stored away in 
her mother’s basement which she knew con- 
tained just what she needed most in getting 
settled. After much work getting everything 
loaded and unloaded in her new apartment, 
she anxiously opened the boxes to find all 
of the family’s Christmas decorations. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Walroth are enjoving a visit 
with their daughter, Sue, her husband and 


family from Georgia. ... We are sorry to 
report that Mr. Schlentz’s mother has been 
ill lately and we are all hoping she will be 


better soon. Marlene Kuhl, a_ recent 
graduate of driver training classes, is shop- 
ping for a car these days. Just a little ad- 
vance warning, in case you live in her 


neighborhood. Speaking of cars, in 
case you've noticed a beautiful new white 
Lincoln Premier with a black top around 
town, L. P. Schlentz is the proud owner. . 
Tyler Ryan took a week of his vacation and 
roughed it in Colorado. Loran Powell was 
also a recent vacationer. .. K. J. Boshart 
braved the wind and rain the other night to 
keep his attendance regular at Northeast 
Rotary Club. While the building shook and 
the rain raged, they listened attentively to 
the speaker, whose subject, incidentally, was 
“Severe Storms.” 


General Traffic 


Joyann Krieger, Associate Editor 


We want to welcome Joan Marting of Sew- 
ard who recently became a member of our 
department. ... At this writing Dick Hobson 
is on a two-weeks Navy cruise at Great Lakes 
Naval Station. Most of his time, however, 
will be spent in going to school. . . . Memorial 
Day marked a relaxing day for several of us. 
Karen Ross spent her time on a picnic at 
Crete and also celebrated a friend’s birthday. 
Jackie Schizas picked the ‘‘Chiefs’ as part 
of her day. Congratulations to Myra 
Metcalf who is now president of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association. This is the first time 
a woman has become president of this associ- 
ation. We feel quite proud that the first 
woman is a member of our department. Good 
luck to Myra in her new office. 


e ® 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Bob Cardwell, Don Neill, George Bossung 
and Gil Sexton went fishing. The first morn- 
ing driver Sexton overslept, causing his wife 
to miss her train to South Carolina and 
Bossung nearly to freeze while waiting in his 
shirt sleeves. ‘Deep holes,” stated ‘‘Carp’’ 
Cardwell pedantically, stretching his. six- 
foot-two along a bough overhanging the 
water, ‘‘are always in places like this.’”’ He 
dropped in his hook. It stuck half out of 
the water. “The water’s low,’’ he guessed 
out loud and saved himself from falling by 
tarzaning onto a handy limb. The resulting 
badly bruised biceps, which he will exhibit 
on the slightest pretext, shows lack of condi- 
tion. The only exercise this ex-splicer gets 
any more is turning the pages of Field and 
Stream. They made a whale of a good catch— 
20 bullheads. ‘“‘Whale”’ is a poor choice of 
words as they threw 19 back, having lost 
one in the grass. They next tried a hole on 
the Blue. “The owner is a good friend of 
mine,” said Neill. “It’s O.K. to fish,’’ the man 
said, “but we’re too busy to pull you out 
so don’t get stuck in the mud.’’ On the way 
out they proceeded to get stuck in the mud. 
Neill persuaded the hired man to pull them 
out. Leaving—Neill stopped to thank the 
farmer. The “friend’’ did all the talking. 
He told them where to go and when to come 
back, which was never. He told them a lot 
more, and when Neill advanced into the field 
to apologize he tried to run Don down with 


the tractor. ‘He is hot-tempered,’” under- 
stated Neill. Pep Saunders is tussling 
with arthritis again. ... Ruth Gekas is back 


on the job after her recent illness and a vaca- 
tion trip with husband to K.C. in ‘One-Way 
Corrigan’’—that’s their car. The reverse gear 
won't work. Don’t noise this around as they 
would like to unload it. Virginia Klatt 
and Elaine Peterson were bridesmaids at 
Delores Green’s wedding, reported elsewhere 
under “Happiness Ahead.’ What joker thought 
up that heading? Dorothy Wise, on a 
trip to Florida, reports that in Jackson, 
Mississippi, they detoured to the police station 
to report a car they had trailed. It had a 
bloody hand dangling from the trunk. The 
police refused to get excited. Either it was 
a prank or they just look at things differently 
in Dixie. ... Harlan Cane, who opines that 
if a good car is ever built it will be a Buick, 
reports that A. O. Andrews was held up and 
robbed when he bought another make. Actu- 


Betty Obert, receptionist at the 15th and M 
building, Lincoln, is noted for her ready smile and 
warm greeting. 


ally Andy was not subjected to undue influ- 
ence. Andy, who is a charter member of the 
Rock and Roll set, having purchased his first 
V8 in 1932, made up his own mind. He had 
noted last fall when he put the mower away 
that the old car was aging. This spring, 
remembering how his neighbors had hollered 
over asking what the trouble was when he 
opened the garage doors last fall,. first care- 
fully oiled the hinges. ‘‘Whose chickens are 
these?’’ he bellowed as he gpened the doors 
and fought his way through a flock of large 
moths. “‘By Golly, the old girl ain’t what she 
used to be,’’ he mused, wiping the cobwebs 
off the steering wheel and shaking out an old 
linen duster. “It’s about time we traded 
cars,’’ ventured Andy to Mrs. Andrews later, 
as he was wiping the dust out of his hair with 
a pocket handkerchief. For several months 
Andy haunted the local auto emporiums; then 
it happened—a yellow hardtop. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Wire Chief's Section 
by Gloria Ahl 
Vacation time is here again. Starting the 
vacations rolling was Roy Mills, who drove 
thru the Ozarks and returned by way of 
Texas. ... Magdalen Heser and her mother 
vacationed in Wichita, Kansas, attending a 
family reunion. . . . Cecil Semple spent most 
of his vacation planting a garden. ... Hazel 
Higgins and family traveled to Denver on 
their vacation. They also have an addition 
to their family—six collie puppies. ... Walt 
Stewart is undergoing treatments at Vet- 
erans’ Hospital, and we hope he will be 
back very soon. Marilyn Osborn and 
husband took a week’s vacation and traveled 
to Phoenix, Arizona, to attend a funeral. 
Toll Equipment 
by JoAnn Glopr 
Charlie Peachman spent a week of his vaca- 
tion planting his gladiolus bulbs and resting 
around home. . Ivan Paddack spent one 
week of his vacation taking it easy around 
home. ... Carl Bender worked on his new 


Custodian Section 
by Paul Radebaugh 
Ben Baer, due to his retirement May 1, was 
surprised by a group of fellow workers at a 
little get-together April 30 at the 15th and M 
building. Ice cream and cake were served by 
Mary Tice. Ben was presented with a gift 
and assurance that he would certainly be 
missed. We wish to thank Mary for baking 
the delicious cake. . . . Ed Mohlman has been 
confined to his home with heart trouble since 
May 8. We all wish Ed a speedy recovery.. . 
Keith Rutherford, who changed from “eligible 
bachelor’ to a happily married man, is busy 
getting settled in his new home and _ sur- 
roundings. We all wish Keith the very best 
of luck. ... Bill Clement was elected chair- 
man of the Student Branch of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 
Wire Chief’s Department, 21st and L 
by Gerald Miller 
We're kinda proud of our sales record fo1 

last month. “Sell ’em and Fix ’em” is our 


motto. ... Vacations will be getting top 
billing the next three months. Wayne Higgins 
spent a week’s vacation working on the new 
garage. ... Dewey Lewis vacationed for two 
weeks at home, the new home that is. We 
understand he is a working supervisor. What’s 
that? .. . Loy Rhoades—‘‘Dusty’’—suffered an 
acute attack of appendicitis. He is home 
now, after a week in the hospital, and re- 
covering O.K. We hope he will soon be back 
on the job. ... The months speed by so rap- 
idly, some incident or name may be omitted, 
but we’ll try to do better next month. 


Lincoln Traffic 


By La Jean Von Dane 


“California, Here I Come’’—That is the 
tune Evelyn Koch and June Hudson are 
humming these days. Mrs. Koch is planning 
a tour of California, Old Mexico and Catalina 
Island. Mrs. Hudson is also going to Cali- 
fornia. Plans to walk down into Grand Can- 
yon. Helen Krieger is spending several days 
in Denver and Estes Park. Fran Biallas 
didn’t have a vacation but she spent several 
days in Minnesota visiting her parents. Elaine 
Krieger vacationed in Falls City. Arlene 
Heideman visited in Tecumseh. Janice Wil- 
liamson plans to go to Illinois part of her 
vacation time. Rexine Bretta is remodeling 
her home during her vacation. Sounds inter- 
esting! ... Betty Behm, Cecile Simons and 
Nelda Young were in the hospital. All are 
home now and we do hope well on the road 
to recovery. A neighbor of Dorothe 
Keller apologized to her for stealing some of 
her flower plants from her back yard. It 
seems what he took so carefully, set out 
and watered, turned out to be nothing but 
“wild lettuce.’’ Dorothe told him he could 
have it all... . Dorothy Grafton had her hub 
caps stolen twice within about the last month. 
Guess she had better paint ‘Stolen from 
Dorothy Grafton” on the inside of the next 
ones. ... Ruthann Snyder and her husband 
were driving down the street one day and 
noticed papers blowing about. Later she 
walked down the same street and found they 
were blank toll tickets. We wondered where 
they came from. It seems they belonged to 
another telephone company and had blown off 
one of their trucks. Melba Richards, 
Georgia Smith, LaVerne Braun, and Mabel 
Volpp journeyed to Superior May 22 and 
spent the day visiting that office. Miss Volpp 
chauffered the group in her shiny Chevy. 

Betty Behm was working like mad at 
her position, while watching a connection on 
a vacant position next to her. When it was 
time for the connection to come down, Betty 
took her plug and inserted it in the jack on 
the next position and stamped off the 
ticket. Having finished that, she started to 
answer another light but found she couldn’t 
hear the customer; so, calling the super- 
visor, she reported her board out of order. 
It seems she’d forgotten to put her plug back 
in the jack of her own position. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Vacations and just plain “time off’ are 
here. Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer, and 
Max Walker, General Plant, took off for a 
few days’ fishing in Canada. They were ac- 
companied by Mr. Furr’s son and Lyle Young, 
General Traffic. As this is written, no word 
as to whether they are having any luck, but 
we're hoping they have a fine time, no matter 
what the catch. Fred Bettenhausen, 
Treasury, vacationed in Wichita, Kansas, vis- 
iting his son and family, and then on to 
Colorado. Thelma Spellman, Cafeteria, 
took off a week to visit her brother and 
family in Denver. Wonder if the opening of 
the trout season had anything to do with 
Thelma’s timing. She's quite a fisher fan. 

And while Thelma was gone, we were 
glad to see Lucille Sorge helping out in the 
cafeteria... . Mina Jorgensen, General Plant, 


attended Grand Chapter, O.E.S. Mina’s re- 
sponsibilities were numerous and varied. She 
was chairman of the Lincoln Worthy Matron 
group, who carried out arrangements for the 
Worthy Grand Matron, was page to the Grand 
Secretary, and extended the welcome on be- 
half of the host chapters. Congratulations to 
Mina on her assignments. We heard many 
complimentary remarks about the affair. ... 
And speaking of Grand Chapter, Merle Hale, 
Vice-President, introduced the distinguished 
guests. But that isn’t all this busy boy has 
been doing during the month of May. He 
also attended the Grand Lodge officers meet- 
ing held in Wisconsin, and, as president of 
USITA, he appeared on the program of the 
Washington-Oregon State Telephone Conven- 
tion held in Portland, Oregon... . Callers in 
the General Plant Office—F. E. Behm, Clyde 
Boyles, formerly general foreman in our con- 
struction department and now residing in San 
Jose, California, George Hansen, Bert Huddle- 
ston, and John McKinzie. Whether they live 
near or far, we are always glad to roll out 
the welcome mat for our callers. 


Retired Telephone 
Employees Club 


W. L. Hassler, Associate Editor 


After all these years, Ed Cummings has 
changed residences. He now lives at 1712 E, 
Lincoln. Eddie has been laid up with arthri- 
tis and a bad Knee, but we hope the summer 
sun will accomplish a cure. ... Welcome vis- 
itors for a week at the Bert Overcash house- 
hold were their son Ray and wife, of the 
Mountain States Company at Colorado 
Springs. Ray is a former employee... . We're 
sorry to report the injury of Nellie Hunt in 
an automobile accident the last of May. A 
front tire blew out on the car in which she 
was riding. She has been confined at Mary 
Lanning Hospital, Hastings. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. H. J. Soderholm spent Msther’s Day at 
Albion. Their son Leo, and family, went on 
to Verdigre. ... Recently returned from far- 
away points are R. S. Brewster, who visited 
the Dominican Republic and off-shore islands; 
H. W. Potter, from a European trip and J. 
H. Agee, who traveled about the Orient. 


Supply 
Flerence Tatman, Associate Editor 


George Graf is proudly displaying a brand 
new car. ... Vacations now of the past sure 
sound good to tired ears. The Jim Shellen- 
bergs were in Colorado; Joe Krhounek put- 
tered around home for a week; Bob Don- 
aldson did likewise, except that he painted the 
‘other’ house. You’ve heard about the two- 
car families; Bob’s is a two-house family... . 
Al Linden viewed the wonders of Texas once 
again, and Russell Rauch attended the Ma- 
sonic Grand Lodge meetings in Omaha. 
Sylvia and ‘Red’ Hoaglin, with their son Jim, 
headed west to see the mountains, the desert, 
and the INDIANS. Ralph Culver vaca- 
tioned with paint brush in hand, and visited 
in Iowa for a short time... . A welcome back 


to the Hesslers, Mr. and Mrs. Don is back in 
the storeroom, and Mary in the office. They 
recently moved back to Lincoln from Colum- 
bus, where Don has been in business for 
himself and Mary has been working for the 
telephone company there. .. . Bill Rosenthal 
can’t s2em to keep out of the news. Last 
month he rated the back page; this month 
he is boasting an addition to the family. The 
twin Chihuahuas arrived just in time to be on 
display at the Pioneers’ Hobby Show, where 
they created their share of excitement. ; 
Russell Rauch was the recipient of hit-and-run 
car damage recently while his car was parked 
and unattended. A child loosened the brakes 
in another car and it moved down an incline 
and smashed into the Rauch automobile, caus- 
ing considerable damage and much inconveni- 
ence right at the time of Russell’s planned 
vacation. The girls of the Supply and 
Construction offices wished Carol Montgom- 
ery bon voyage at a fried chicken feed in 
Antelope Park. Carol resigned May 29 to 
spend the summer in Texas with relatives 
before moving on to California where her 
nusband has been selected as a student in 
medical school in the fall. ... “They are as 
wild as Indians,’’ says Ole Olson of the 
Garage, and he is so in earnest! Ivan and 
Mrs. Olson have taken into their home, for 
the summer, twin Indian girls, age nine. The 
girls have spent their entire lives in a Mis- 
sion home in Winnebago. The Olsons have 
twin girls of their own, age eleven. The 
family became interested in the project last 
summer when the older Olson girl, Rita, spent 
her summer vacation working (without pay) 
at the Mission helping out with the care of 
all the children, and especially sewing for the 
girls. Ivan is looking forward to an inter- 
esting and lively summertime. He has prom- 
ised us some pictures letér in th> summer 
when things are calmer (he hopes!). 
Douglas Grant, ten-year-old son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Welton F. Grant, has been selected, on a 
scholarship basis, to attend a six-weeks sum- 
mer school course held for outstanding grade 
school students at the University of Ne- 
braska during th? summer vacation. Douglas 
aspires to be an electrical engineer. He is 
the youngest pupil in the two fifth-grade 
Ciasses at College View elementary school. 
... Joe Krhounek has been lamenting the 
fact that after suffering through a very hot 
spell while he was installing his new air- 
conditioner, when he did get it connected 
the weather turned cool and he had to turn 
off the machinery to Keep from freezing. ... 
A sojourn into the hills (we mean hills) of 
Missouri brought this correspondent much en- 
joyment, except for dodging the snakes. It 
was heartily agreed that a walk through the 
beautiful fields was the next thing to do. 
Before departure we were handed a gun and 
the woman who was intending to take us on 
the walk had a vicious looking tool in one 
hand and was reaching for something else 
to carry in the other hand. When it was 
learned that it was really necessary to carry 
all the weapons—and that we were expected 
to be able to use the gun even while in a 
state of snake fear—the walk was hurriedly 
given up as a most unnecessary venture... . 
Howard Sieler is back again to give us a 
helping hand during the summer months. 
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W. J. Knudson Hits 
35-Year Mark 


May 31 was the anniversary of 
that dav in 1921 when Walter 
¥nudson first became a member of 
the garage forces. The garage was 
then situated in the M-N alley west 
of the Lindell Hotel. Walter re- 
ceived his pin and hearty congratu- 
iations from George P. Barney, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, as Kent 
Eno, Wes Haas, F. M. Strasser and 
John Litzenberg looked on. 
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HOW IN THE WORLD YOU JUST GROUND 
| KEEP REMEMBERING DO YOU STOP THIS OUT THE 
THAT THERE 15 CONTRAPTION ? IGNITION 
SOMETHING . 


| FORGOT 
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Score another for the younger generation! 
Darlene Doran, wife of Ivan of Lincoln Plant, 
took a notion to mow the lawn, Trouble was 
that she didn't know how to start the mower. 
She asked three-year-old Wayne, who described 
the process of wrapping a string around the 
wheel and giving it a pull. After the lawn 
was mowed she found she didn't know how to 
stop the motor, and again went to Wayne for 
advice. He showed her how to ground out the 
spark plug. Too young to be a Boy Scout, 
Wayne is sure he did his bit® for the day. 
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Elaine Hawkins, Lincoln Traffic, went 
to the dentist to have a cracked fill- 
ing replaced. She endured the usual 
procedure and returmed_ home quite 
shaken. But her nerves took a greater 
jolt a few minutes later when_ she 
looked in a mirror and discovered that 
the cracked job was still in her 


mouth. The dentist had replaced the 
wrong filling! 


Dick Spohn, Accounting, bought a 
ticket to the Pioneer banquet and 
tucked it safely in his billfold. 
Came the big night. Dick spent 
the twilight hour mowing his lawn 
and later watched some television 
before going to. bed. He had a 
vague feeling that something was 
forgotten. Next day, at church, 
as his thoughts strayed during a 
long sermon, he suddenly remembered 
the paid-for but uneaten_ meal. 


EVERYTHING €LSE LOOK 
ALL RIGHT UNDER THERE ? 


PUT ON YOUR 
BRAKES" HERE 
COMES A TRAIN ! 
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Stella and Lillian Sowers & Co. from Lincoln 
Commercial were driving sedately alonga 
highway ten miles from the nearest railroad 
track when suddenly Stella brought the car 
to a halt with a great screeching of brakes 
and bumping of heads. She was” shouting, 
"Where's the train? Where's the train?" At 
that moment a small car with a very big hom 
went chugging past them. Miss Sowers thinks 
she will carry a shotgun in the car’ here- 


Big Darrell] Cottinszham of Lincoln Switchroom 
was not built for modern Jow-slung cars. 
It's al] he can do to get into them, much 
less crawl under one. So when the foot feed 
of his new car broke while on a trip, Darrel] 
made a futile attempt to reach the point of 
trouble and almost got stuck; so he sent his 
poor wife crawling underneath the machine to 
repair the damage. She did it, toc. 


a 


Roger Ghormley, Engineering, 
carried politeness a bit too 
far on an inspection trip to: 
Beatrice. Roger bumped into 
one of the iron uprights set 
to hold future equipment, and 
immediately turned with a low 
bow and apologized to it. 


after in the hope of meeting that man again. 


Ed Brehm, Engineering, 
Us wondered why he was limp- 
ing so badly the other 
day. He didn't discover 
until late afternoon that 
he was wearing unmatched 
shoes, a brown loafer and 
a black oxford. 


Inez Olsen, Wahoo Traffic, is 
a veteran of the switchboard, 
but even she became eligible 
for the "slip of the tongue" 
department as she was’ trying 
to establish a_ better con- 
nection for a subscriber. She 
wanted to say, "I will change 
my connection," but to her = 
horror it came out, "I will 
change my clothes!" 


GIVE ME 
MRS, BAKKER, | 


PLEASE 


} 
GH p Elinore Wunch Bakker, 
Z Revenue Accounting, 
found a new way to 
get a busy signal as 
she called the Com- 
mercial PBX operator 
and asked for her own 


number. 


Clyde (Skipper) Burge has an antipathy for a 
-certain shade of pink. He can't stand to 
look at it, even in a beautiful sunset. The 
other day he  sauntered over to the new 
Beatrice building and hada look at _ the 
office being prepared for him. It was 
painted in the exact shade of pink that he 
detests the most. Mr. Burge has not been 
feeling so well since that time. 


How the Plant Employee 
Makes Friends for LT&T in 
the course of his daily work . . . . Page 2 
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1: Leland Ward, Lincoln combinationman, knows that parking his truck 
properly plays an important part in creating good public relations. 


case Leland is sure that his truck is not obstructing a driveway. 
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2: A friendly greeting gives 
the customer a good first 
impression. “Good morning, 
| am from the telephone 
company,” says Leland, as 
he presents his identifica- 
tion card. 


3: A cardinal requirement 
in inclement weather. Le- 
land knows that wearing 
muddy overshoes in a cus- 
tomer’s house just is not 
done. Here, he is remov- 
ing his overshoes before 
entering. 


In this 


Jo Cur Customers and the Public 


Pointing Up the Plant Man’s 
Role in Promoting and Maintaining 
Good Public Relations 

by J. S. Reed 


The reputation of the telephone industry rests largely on 
personal contacts. What the public thinks of the company is 
what it thinks of one particular operator, plant employee, or 
commercial representative. The great bulk of contacts are 
made by non-management people. Each employee holds the 
reputation of the LT&T Company in his hands every time 
he has contact with a member of the public. 

The plant department’s responsibility for good customer 
relations is becoming greater because of the increasing num- 
ber of direct contacts of plant employees with customers. 
Many customers nowadays usually order telephone service 
by telephone; they pay their bills by mail, Unless a customer 
knows an employee personally, it is possible that his only 
personal contact with the telephone company will be with 
the installer and repairman. 

Good customer relations come about as the result of the 
personal interest the telephone employee shows in the cus- 
tomer, such as in the way he parks his truck so as not to block 
a driveway, the respect he shows for the customer's property, 
the way he cleans up when he leaves a job. 

Courtesy is as much a part of the installer or repairman’s 
equipment as his tools. Opinion of company often is formed 
by the customer’s impression of one employee. Thus, when 
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4: “Yes, ma’am, turning the wheel this way makes a softer ring.’’ Leland 
courteously explains when a customer questions him on the procedure. An- 
swering the customer’s questions in a courteous manner is an important 
factor in good customer relations. 
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the customer comes to the door, the installer will doff his 
cap with a smile and identify himself by giving his name and 
stating that he is from the Telephone Company. Before en- 
tering he has the foresight to remove his overshoes and leave 
them outside to make sure he won't track mud and dirt into 
the house. 

The customers think the telephone employee is an expert 
on all telephone matters and will ask questions ranging from 
the best location for a telephone to when the company will 
have an open house. The customer might ask such questions 
as: Why can’t I have a straight line? Why do I have to 
make a deposit for telephone service? When will I be able 
to get a new style telephone instrument? How much time 
do I save when I call by number? 

These are only a few of the many questions faced by the 
installers and repairmen as they go about their work. If a 
customer asks a question that cannot be answered on the 
spot, the best course is to honestly tell the customer that you 
do not know, but that you will try to get the answer and let 
him know. 

Customer relations is not so much a program as it is a 
way of life. Good customer relations is something that can 
be practiced by all telephone people regardless of department. 
Simply stated, it is making the customer like us as an in- 
dividual. This can be accomplished by putting our own in- 
dividuality into every contact that we make. 

The telephone job is a mosaic. In the real telephone busi- 


5: Cleaning uo after the iob is done is Leland’s strong point. The cus- 
tomer is favorably impressed with his orderliness and thus forms a good 
opinion of the telephone company. 


ness, there is no glitter or tinsel. Here we have a real job. 
We don’t dare just remember the individual telephone cus- 
tomer; we must also remember the individual employee. We 
must create a telephone person who understands the tele- 
phone rules but adds to the job his own qualities and per- 
sonality to help make friends. Succeeding in this, the future 
of our company is very safe and very certain. 


6: Leland’s friendly attitude to children means a lot to them. As he an- 


swers the children’s questions on his climbing equipment he reminds them 
to be careful in playing around his truck. 


7: A careful attitude in 
driving is the mark of the 
plant employee alert to op- 
portunities for creating 
good public relations. Le- 
land has stopped his truck 
to let some children go by 
at an intersection. 


Our thanks to members of the telephone family for their aid in 
composing the pictures on this page. In picture No. 2, the ‘‘custo- 
mer’ is Sharon Caldwell, wife of Jack Caldwell, customer service 
supervisor, and herself a former employee. In pictures No. 3 and 4, 
the ‘‘customer’’ role is played by Mrs. Leland Ward. The coopera- 
tive youngsters in pictures No. 6 and 7 are Gail and Gary Roller, 
children of Tom Roller, of Lincoln Plant. 
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Ivan Paddack, toll equipment su- 
pervisor, with “'Wee Wong,” his 
friendly Pekingese. 


“Happy,” the Toy Shepherd of 
Bill Hartz, Motor Vehicle, Lincoln. 
Prior to joining the Hartz family, 
Happy made his home with Florence 
Tatman, Supply. 


SOS TRE 9 es 

“Speed of Lancaster” is a regis- 
tered black Labrador retriever. His 
grandsire was a three-time national 
field champion and his ancestry 
traces through a long line of 
champions. One of his half-byothers 
was second high point dog in the 
nation last year. Speed _ himself 
shows promise as a potential cham- 
pion. He is owned and trained by 
Bob Hann. Mrs. Hann is an operator 
at Hastings. 


“Lad,” who is just plain dog, lost 
his pedigree many generations ago. 
He belongs to Herman Studier, gen- 
eval foreman. 


Friends of the Family 


Introducing some important members of 
LT&T households—and telling something 
of their ancestry. 


Knowledge of your dog’s “family tree” can be an aid in 
maintaining his best health and appearance. Learning the 
reasons for his size, shape and coat, and general temperament, 
will help you appreciate him more and understand his needs. 
It would be foolish to expect a dog to be a rugged hunter if 
his forbears were all “home dogs” just as it would be unfair 
to keep a “hunting dog” in the close confinement of a city 
apartment all the time. 

Naturally, not all dogs are purebred. In the background 
of the great percentage of today’s dogs is a mixture of 
several breeds. But any dog can look and respond like a 
dog of pure lineage. It is largely a matter of understanding, 
affection, proper care, nutrition and training. 

Man’s best friend has a lineage that goes back centuries. 
His history is a fascinating one. We know of their earliest 
existence in dog-and-man partnership through excavations 
from remains of Early Ages and crude drawings on the walls 
of ancient caves. But the great-great-grandfathers of dog- 
dom were wild, wolf-like creatures. 

Dogs are believed to have been partially domesticated 
during the Pleistocene Age, approximately a million years 
ago, and were, therefore, the first domesticated animals. 
Possibly they were tamed by man throwing them bits of 
food from his cave. They were eventually accepted into the 
home, where they slept by the fireside and protected the 
family at night from marauding beasts. As the dog lost his 
primitive ferociousness he became man’s companion, pro- 
tector and trusted friend. 

Down through the centuries various breeds of dogs have 
been created for special purposes. By the process of selec- 
tive breeding man has strengthened and intensified certain 
desired characteristics and eliminated others that were un- 
wanted. The present-day breeds were developed just that 
way. 

Man’s earliest use of the dog was for hunting—and many 
breeds were thus designed for pursuing and hunting down 
game. Others were developed for hard labor and draught 
animals... or as ornamental toys for members of the Royal 
Court. Some were created to be warriors and others for bar- 
baric sports, to fight against their own kind and other 
animals. 
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“Chief Gustavus,” a dachshund, “Pokey” is an important member 
hos his own way at the home of of the household of Dee J. Sullivan, 
Tyler Ryan, commercial engineer. Supply, and is the constant com- 
This breed combines the fine qual- Panion of 15-months-old Kathy 
ities of its Hound and Terrier an- Sullivan. Pokey is reported to be a 
cestors. It is affectionate and Terrier, but Spitz ancestry is some- 
friendly; self reliant and durable. what apparent. 
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“Mitzie” is a Collie Sheepdog, 
owned by Jerry Swenson of Printing 
Service. 


Prost te 


as a Ce 


“King Bosco” and “Vickkie,” 
magnificent Boxers of AI Miller, 
Construction. This breed is a great 
favorite in Germany where it has 
been developed. The Boxer is a 
splendid watchdog and is vivacious 
and friendly, but does not like to 
be fussed over by strangers. 


“Rex,” nine-month-old Beagle, 
with Bobby, 11/2-year-old son of 
Russell and Ruth White. Russ is in 
Lincoln Plant, Ruth in Lincoln Com- 
mercial. Rex and Bobby are having 
fun growing up together. 


“Stub” is a German Short Hair 
Pointer owned by B. J. Sievers, as- 
sistant controller. This breed was 
developed by crossing the strains 
of German and English Pointers to 
produce a light weight quick moving 
hunting do3. 


“Lady” is a Spitz, also owned by 
B. J. Sievers. 


“Tuck,” a black Labrador, is 
owned by Wayne and Hazel Hig- 
gins, both of Lincoln Plant. Tuck 
once belonged to Ernest Wedgwood 
and appeared on the cover of the 
Lincoln Telephone News in Novem- 
ber 1953. The Higginses also own 
a Collie, “‘Queen,’’ and seven of 
her offspring. Seems that they could 
well lay claim to being our cham- 
pion “‘doggie” family. 


“Fritzie II,’ a Miniature Dachs- 
hund, owned by Edna Rosane, of 
Accounting. 


Constant companions are ‘‘Cinder” 
and Patty at the home of Lloyd 
Buckland, Toll Equipment. Cinder is 
a black Labrador. 


“Skipper,” a _ black’ registered 
Schipperke, a very rare breed. The 
Schipperke is said to be free of all 
dog odor and is also noted for being 
an excellent watch dog. Eleven 
weeks old at the time the picture 
was taken, Skipper is the proud 
possession of Velma and Bob Bock. 
Velma is our cashier at Geneva. 


The Bulldog was originally used in England for the cruel 
game of bull baiting, his low-slung body affording protection 
against the underthrust of the bull’s horns and his pushed- 
back face permitting him to breathe while his jaws kept a firm 


hold on the bull. 
The Basset Hound is honored as a bred of extremely 


ancient lineage. First raised in France for the slow trailing 
of deer, hare and other game, it was probably one of the 
first hounds brought to America. 

Another of the oldest breeds, Beagles, were in England 
at the time of King Arthur. Their name comes from the 
French word “beigle,”” meaning small. 

The man-trailing experts of dogdom, Bloodhounds, were 
so carefully bred by 12th Century monks that they earned 


the name “Blooded Hounds.” 
The Boston Terrier was developed in the 1870's in the 


area for which it is named. The Boxer can boast of ancestors 
who fought in Tibet many centuries ago. Chihuahuas, the 
smallest of dogs, were discovered in northern Mexico about 
75 years ago. The Collie developed its heavy abundant coat 
as a protection against the cold of the Scottish mountains. 
Dachshunds were designed to crawl underground and hold 
badgers at bay until they could be dug out by hunters. As 
early as the 15th Century they were used in Germany for 
badger hunting. 

The Great Dane breed is over 400 years old. They were 
supposedly descended from the English Mastiff and Irish 
Wolfhound and were first designed to hunt ferocious wild 
boars, Madame du Pompadour and Marie Antoinette held 
tiny Papillions on their laps while having their portraits 
painted. 

Greyhounds were favored by the Pharoahs of Egypt to 
chase hare and gazelle—over 4,000 years ago! The breed 
spread through Europe in early Greek and Roman times. The 
Maltese has been known on the Island of Malta for 28 cen- 
turies. It was brought to England about the time of Henry 
VIII. The Pekingese bore the title of “Royal and Sacred Dog 
of the Chinese Emperors.” 

Probably the world’s oldest domestic animal, the Saluki 
Hound is depicted in engravings on Egyptian tombs dating 
back to 7000 B.C. Swift Irish Wolfhounds, tallest of all 
dogs, accompanied their worldly masters when the Celts in- 
vaded Greece in 273 B.C. The St. Bernard is credited with 
saving thousands of lives in the three centuries they have 
been used as Alpine rescuers. 

The Cocker Spaniel originated in Spain. The name 
“Cocker” came about in a later day in England from their 
proficiency in hunting woodcock. 

So every breed has its history which, except for some of 
the fighting dogs, could be proudly emblazoned on their 
escutcheon. We present on these pages some of the dogs 
who are members of telephone households throughout 
LT&T-land. They take seriously to their jobs as companions 
and protectors of people we know. 

Acknowledgment to Gaines Dog Research Center for 
much of the information contained in this article. 


We hope you enjoyed meeting these members of 
the telephone family. Many more pictures were received 
than could be accommodated in this story. They will 
all be published in another article which will appear 
in the near future. 
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““Midgie” is a Chihuahua, tiniest 
member of the dog family, and her 
proud owner is Ardith Wohlford, 
Accounting. The Chihuahua was 
discovered in Mexico where its an- 
cestry probably goes back to the 
toy-like pets of early Spanish con- 
querors or to those of the ancient 
Aztecs. 


“Poochie,” pet of Grace Haus- 


child, Accounting, shows marks of 
Rat Terrier—Chihuahua lineage. 


“Fella,’’ four-year-old Rat Terrier, 
owned by Virginia Shields, of Syra- 
cuse Traffic. 


“Duke,” pride of the Max Walker 
household, is a newcomer, for his 
ancestors first reached America in 
1929. In Weimar, Germany, the 
Weimaraner breeding was closely 
supervised to produce an all-round 
hunting dog as well as a loyal, 
friendly household companion. Here 
the same close breeding supervision 
is continued. 


Gains Three Do zen Members 


June Brides took a back seat to June Sales as the Merchandising 
Program rolled along under a full head of steam. A count made on 
June 25 found 36 more employees eligible for membership. Most 


encouraging is the pace set by the high-flying leaders. With ten 


more points to his credit, Dewey Lewis is still showing heels to the 
hard running pack. Thelma Tritsch made the biggest gain of the 
( : month with an additional 13 points. Bob Culver of Sutton added ten 


R. A. Francis 
. . . W. K. Eltiste T. R. Ernst 

to his total; Paul Guelker of Beatrice gained nine; while George Heikes Jack Caldwell rd bMlt per ela ip Nebr. City——4 Plattsmouth-—4 Hebron—4 
and Charles Kermoade increased their total points by eight. 


Club Leaders 


‘ 
tO Ik kkk H. W. Armagost, David City.................... 10 
J. Dewey Lewis, Lincoln...........--.-.-----+----- 47 Mae Meduna, Wahoo ..........................- 1g Betty Beebe, Osceola....... setntesentavuabnbenuish 10 - 4 
Velma Bock, Geneva.......... 17. Yera Orton, Nebraska City..................-.. 10 C2 
©. 9. 2.0.9.0.0.0.0.4 H. F. Kempf, Hastings................. 17 Eldeen Riese, Hastings........-....-.--.--------- 10 A 
: Merle A. Lohmeier, Lincoln 16 R. E. Wait, Stromsburg...... 2 10 2 Eo 4 
G. W. Heikes, Beatrice................-.-..-.--. 42 ee tat eee ede g eT W. B. Barry, Osceola...............................- 9 eee paies wevane AL. ‘Lawese 
H i . B. Imier . 
FAIA IIIA tokok ig Re ae EN rel cesesteecsesetecesesees : Rosetta Habben Bonne  Hewnider Florence Hebelman Sect Svar Lincoln—4 
. L. Dougherty, Lincoln...........................- 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth.................... 39 Don Gilmore, Beatrice... 15 M. L. Hodge, Beatrice........................... 9 
L. A. Genrich, Beatrice... sts! 14 §.G. Nelson, York.................... 9 
tok kak A. L. Ackermann, Fairmont... 13. Roma Schere, Cedar Bluffs......................-- 9 
J. E. Turner, Beatrice. .................-------------- 28 G.L. Coley, Fairbury... sw 13. G. C. Shipley, Seward..................00.....----- 9 
. R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln.............................- 9 
F. M. Crewdson, Hastings... stititits 13 , Lincoln... 
Fok bn as R. M. White, Lincoln. eee 9 
Jody Hartley, Lincoln... 13 | 8 
L. C. Hutchison, Lincoln__._...............-.....--- 26 Claud Clary, Plattsmouth.........................- 
J. H. Mankamyer, Sutton... 222... 13° ©. B. Dill, David City _ 8 
P.. Vi Eekles, Edo ..20:c522c50: ccs cecscieocteecasn 25 W.D . paca! . B. ' DCH Y soso ceevecnstssentstencanens 
on - D. Quinn, Lincoln... 13 E. L. Drewel, Lincoln... -eeeeeeee- 8 
E. A. Ernst, neeouen a a aac R. H. Fischer, Milford... 12) J. G. Durr, Nebraska City...................----- 8 
E. J. Kalkwarf, Lincoln... 24 B. L. Ford, Beatrice... sts 12 Adele Ganzel, Nebraska City...............----- 8 
Marcia Godfrey, Beatrice.................--------- 8 Aud McK R Meduna Elmer Neujahr Frank Nevitt 
al oe kk J. D. Green, Lincoln............................------ 8 ‘Pobieea “Hestines—4. Wahoo—4 Syracuse—5 Beatrice—4 
A. E. Stansbury, Beatrice.........................- BO sey’ Bwatyn Wdlioeeseteo-crceccean esc 11 W. L. Higgins, Lincoln... : 
Ruth White, Lincoln_._........2.22222000..2.22.2..- 23 Betty Christensen, Nebr. City... 11 L. M. SaHIER, EU CO) Mocs on se racatast citete : 
R. H. Culver, Sutton.........2.2.2.2.2000.2. 00... 22 pH. Hunzeker, Sutton... ssw 11 F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo......................--.--- : 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings... 22 £. A. Moorhead, Clay Center......_........ 11 : rs ey dagen Sra reece ere 
: ; . G. Rowlison, York_..........--.--...222---------- 
C. H. Kermoade, Western.......................- 22 G.L. Sinner, Hastings... itt 11 Lueyls Schéidemeann. SutteW 2cacu ce 8 
George Placek, Nebr. City........................ 22 Karen Speckmann, Wahoo... ___....... Il pp. eS ritlis Lice csc cess ocean, 8 
Jerry Schrepf, Lincoln..........000...20002........- 22 D.E. Webb, Hastings......020 0. 17 | Litlian Sowers, Linedlin feccccsceccecec,. _ 8 
P. J. Guelker, Beatrice... 21 4H. O. Wentink, Hastings... ......... 11 E, H. Wellman, Hebron..................-.--.-.--- 8 
Grace Heig!, Plattsmouth........ 20 4H.L. Whitney, Superior... ow... 11 OL. C. Williams, Stromsburg...................-.--. 8 


Marie Pearson E¢na Pflughaupt Ruth Porter ** Don Rutledge Minnie A. Schlitt Donnabelle Schumann 
Now Membors Hostings—4 Ashlond-—4 


MV elinsA Weeping Water—8 Hastings—4 Hastings—4 
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Edith Seward James Smith John Spady Mildred Wait H. A. Williams Brea 
Moreane Alldritt Luetta Bacon J. H. Bauer W. R. Behrns Francis Beringer J. D. Brockmeyer Hastings—4 Tecumseh—4 Hastings-——4 Stromsburg—4 Pawnee City—4 
Hastings—6 Hastings—4 Superior—4 Wahoo—6 Plattsmouth—6 Hebron—5 
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Mr. Hale takes the gavel in the east as “’the Most Worship- 
ful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Ac- 


cepted Masons of Nebraska.” 


This picture was taken immedi- 


ately after his installation in office. At left is Marcus L. Donald- 
son, chief engineer of the Peninsular Telephone Company and 
present Deputy Grand Master of Florida. At right is Herbert T. 
White, former Grand Master of Nebraska, who has just re- 
linquished the gavel to Mr. Hale. 


Merle M. Hale Begins Term as Grand Master of Masons 


Merle M. Hale. vice president, was 
elevated to the highest office that can 
be bestowed on a member by the Ma- 
sonic order, in his selection and installa- 
tion as Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge, Masons of Nebraska. He was 
Invested on June 7 at the Masonic 
Temple at Omaha, following his election 
on the day before. 


The election was almost a foregone 
conclusion, as Grand Lodge officers 
Progress annually through a series of 
Stations following their appointment to 
the first of six offices. Mr. Hale’s ap- 
pointment came in 1951 when he was 
named Grand Junior Deacon by the 
then Grand Master Thomas J. Aron, of 
Crete. Since then he has held the suc- 
cessive posts of Grand Senior Deacon, 
Grand Junior Warden, Grand Senior 
Warden and Deputy Grand Master. 
Prior to his experience as a line officer 
he had served as chairman of a Grand 
Lodge committee from 1940 to 1950. 


Mr. Hale became a Master Mason in 


December 1928 in Lancaster Lodge No. 
54, at Lincoln. Four years later he was 
appointed into the line of officers, serv- 
ing as Master of the lodge in 1938 and 
as member of the board of trustees until 
recent years. His affiliation and service 
with related bodies include the Scottish 
Rite, where he was Venerable Master of 
Lincoln Lodge of Perfection in 1953-54 
and a recipient of the honorary degree 
of K.C.C.H. in 1953; the York Rite, as 
a member of Lincoln Chapter No. 6, 
R.A.M.; Sesostris Temple, Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine; the Jesters; Hiram 
Club; Past Patron of Temple Chapter 
271, Order of the Eastern Star; member 
of the advisory council, Order of De- 
Molay; and member of the board of 
trustees of the Nebraska Masonic Home 
at Plattsmouth. 

In his long line of accomplishments, 
Mr. Hale has developed the enviable 
faculty of making hard jobs look easy, 
but his present office will no doubt tax 
his time and talents to the utmost ex- 
tent. It demands extensive traveling 
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throughout the state and nation. Much 
of his time will be occupied with the 
heavy flow of business through the 
office of Grand Master, and he will be 
expected to give counsel, decisions and 
guidance in Masonic problems of 275 
lodges and 45,000 members of the order 
in Nebraska. 

Telephone Masons were represented 
at Mr. Hale’s installation as Grand 
Master. Immediately on his investment 
he was presented with a gift on behalf 
of the telephone members together with 
a white leather book containing the sig- 
natures of all Masons within the LT&T 
organization, numbering 180 in all. The 
telephone group also made a sizable do- 
nation to the Masonic Home in _ his 
honor. 

Mr. Hale was particularly captivated 
by the book and asks that the News ex- 
tend his heartiest thanks to all who 
contributed to its making. “It is some- 
thing that money could not buy,” he 
said, “and will be one of my cherished 
possessions for the rest of my life.” 
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The historic telephone held by F. C. Deines, left, who found 


the instrument beneath a half-century’s accumulation of dust, 
and William D. Minich, his nephew, who helped obtain the relic 
for the historical collection. 


Ancient “Blake” Telephone Found at Friend 


A search dating back more than a 
quarter century was ended June 25 
when the company’s historical telephone 
collection was enriched by the addition 
of an instrument of the type first used 
in our territory. 

F. C. Deines, a businessman of Friend, 
found the instrument in the attic of an 
old mansion which was being demol- 
ished to make room for the construction 
of his new home. W. D. Minich of Lin- 
coln Plant brought the discovery to the 
attention of the company, and a hurried 
trip to Friend verified the suspicion that 
the telephone was a collector's item of 
the first water. 

It is a wall set, with talking current 
furnished by a single wet cell battery 
and ringing current powered by a hand 
generator. But the most unusual feature, 
and the one which sets this telephone 
apart from all others in the collection, is 
its use of the Blake transmitter. 

The earliest form of telephone circuit 
was simply a pair of line wires terminat- 
ing at the poles of two magnetic instru- 
ments, with no battery. It performed 
satisfactorily in the experimental labora- 
tory and for short distances where there 
was no interference from other electrical 
currents or objects which might impede 
or deflect the weak current. As neces- 
sity arose for transmitting the voice 
over long distances there came the need 
for a stronger current than that induced 
by a magnetic field. 

Many brilliant electrical men of the 


day devoted themselves to the problem 
with progressive measures of success, 
but the transmitter devised by Francis 
Blake of Boston in the fall of 1878 was 
far above the field in performance. Un- 
til the mid-eighties it was manufactured 
and used almost exclusively by the Bell 
System with periodic improvements, 
some of which were borrowed from 
Edison and Berliner. 


The Blake was a hard carbon button 
type of variable resistance transmitter. 
In other transmitters of the time one of 
the electrodes was held in a fixed posi- 
tion while the other played against it 
with greater or less force derived from 
the vibration of the diaphragm. In the 
Blake transmitter both electrodes were 
supported in such a manner as to move 
freely with the diaphragm. The outer 
electrode was heavily weighted, so that 
its inertia would offer resistance to the 
rapid vibration of the diaphragm thus 
producing a varying pressure and an un- 
dulating current in the circuit. The free 
moving electrodes were not so easily 
affected by temperature changes and 
their adjustment was therefore more 
permanent. 


But compared to a modern transmit- 
ter, the Blake was indeed a delicate in- 
strument and sadly lacking in power. It 
also had a tendency to break contact 
when acted upon by loud noises. Once 
out of adjustment, it combined the tem- 
perament of a prima donna with the 
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obstinacy of a mule and would require 
many calls by the troubleman to bring 
it back to normalcy. The Blake fell into 
decline with the appearance of the car- 
bon granule transmitter, first introduced 
by Hunnings. an Englishman. His in- 
vention was purchased and perfected by 
the Bell interests. This transmitter held 
sway from 1886 to 1890 when the solid 
back model was introduced. 

Some of the ancient Blakes were still 
in service and performing with varying 
degrees of satisfaction until well after 
the turn of the century, and this par- 
ticular telephone was one of them. We 
may some day learn when and for what 
purpose it first came to Friend. It is 
known to have been in use there in 1899 
as one of a pair of telephones composing 
a private system between the home and 
drug store of Dr. Edward G. Watson, 
an uncle by marriage of Mrs. Thomas 
C. Woods. This private system was re- 
tained for several years after the Friend 
exchange came into existence. 

Unfortunately, no illustration or de- 
scription has come down to us which 
would positively identify the first tele- 
phones which made their appearance in 
our territory at Lincoln in 1880, but 
there is little doubt that they employed 
the Blake transmitter and that they re- 
sembled the Friend telephone almost in 
every detail, so the latest acquisition to 
the collection takes the place of honor 
as the very first instrument in the his- 
torical collection. 


_Lucky people, whose names came out of the hat to give them pos- 
session of the five big door prizes were, from left: F. M. Strasser, Roy 


At: 


T. S. Risser exhibited his astonishing collection of golf souvenirs at 
the hobby show. His interested audience of the moment are, from left: 


Pmt, 
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Brendle, H. W. Spahnle, Lillian Bader and Mary Bethscheider. W. J. Mc- Thelma Wisen, Louise Roth, Della Wilcox and Merlie Markuson. The 
hobby show drew a large and interested crowd. 


Pioneers Have a Ball 


Dowell, honest official, stands at right. 


The annual banquet of the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer chapter was held on 
schedule at the Hotel Cornhusker, Lin- 
coln, on June 2. A goodly crowd of 326 
member and guests comfortably filled 
the big ballroom. A delicious meal 
featuring turkey steaks was followed by 
a well balanced program arranged by 
Claude Helm and Waldo McDowell, 
general chairmen. Tyler Ryan acted as 
M.C, to introduce the speakers and the 
variety acts which formed the entertain- 
ment section of the program. 

President Kent Eno spoke on the 
Chapter’s activities and progress for the 


closing fiscal year, which has been par- 
ticularly noteworthy for the fine ad- 
vancement of the ladies’ division, both 
as to social gatherings and increased 
membership. The induction of 21 new 
members, 18 of whom were women, was 
largely offset by deaths, withdrawals 
and transfers, so that the total growth 
for the year was but four. The mem- 
bership now stands at 522. 

A high compliment is due Al Ager 
and Harold Brady, as chairmen of the 
hobby committee, in their direction of 
a most outstanding display of Pioneer 
hobbies in the Lincoln room, off the 


mezzanine. An early closing hour for 
the banquet allowed the members to 
give the hobbies their well merited at- 
tention, and the room was full for an 
hour or so at the evening’s end. 


Other committee chairmen were: 
Dorothy Lefler, banquet; W. J. Mc- 
Dowell, door prizes; Claude Helm, en- 
tertainment; Lyman Neff, properties; 
Carl Ahl, publicity and ticket sales; 
George Keith and Myra Metcalf, recep- 
tion; R. H, Gray, ticket takers; Bert 
Huddleston and Bert Overcash, trans- 
portation. 


Board of Directors on Tour of Lincoln 


3 


After their regular quarterly meeting of Friday, June 15, the board of directors, accompanied 
by operating officials, boarded a chartered bus for a tour of the fast growing environs of the 
capital city. First stop was the Air Base, where they were addressed by General Claude E. Putnam, Jr., 
commander of the 818th Air Division; Colonel Wm. G. Gillispie, base commander; and by Major Harold 
H. Wilkerson, base comunications officer. There they had lunch and a conducted tour of the base. 
The bus then followed e@ circuitous course through the north and east sections of the city where a 
number of housing developmerts were visited. In the picture, from left, are: Tyier Ryan, P. H. Henson, 
Philip M. Aitken, Brewer Woods, Frank H. Woods, William |. Aitken, E. J. Faulkner, Morton Steinhart, 
Thomas C. Woods, Merle M. Hale, H. W. Potter, L. E. Hurtz, A. O. Andrews, W. W.Putney, Thomas 
H. Wake, Mark W. Woods, K. L. Lawson, G. P. Barney, A. W. Holcomb, J. H. Agee, Houghton Furr, 
M. C. Walker, C. B. Meshier, A. B. Waters, F. M. Strasser. 
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Death of Eldest Pioneer 


Cynthia C. Best, eldest of our re- 
tired employees, passed away June 22 
at the age of 94. Her name was syn- 
onymous with telephone service at Plea- 
sant Dale, for she took charge of the 
switchboard almost at the origin of the 
exchange. She served the Crete Tele- 
phone Company as chief operator there 
until the exchange was purchased by 
LT&T in 1917, after which she re- 
mained at her post as an employee of 
this company until her retirement in 
July 1931. 

Mrs. Best continued to reside in Plea- 
sant Dale after her retirement. An acci- 
dent in recent years confined her to a 
wheel chair and later to her bed but 
she remained bright and cheerful; inter- 
ested in people and her surroundings. 
She was one of the original group who 
helped form the Frank H. Woods Pio- 
neer Chapter in June 1941. 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


44 YEARS R. M. Green, Lincoln. 15 YEARS L. G. Hansen, Lincoln; Eleanor 

A1 YEARS © Mae Meduna, Wahoo: H. G. Lane, Weeping Water. 

Taedter. Hebron. 14 YEARS = E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, 

37 YEARS Blox, Betes. Winaditla Lincoln: Vilma Dolista, Bruno; W. B. Imler, 

: ei eit Superior. 

36 YEARS £. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 13 YEARS Esther Borchers, Lincoln; Violet 

35 YEARS TT. C. Woods, Lincoln. Peterson, Nebraska City. 

34 YEARS OG. A. Foster, Lincoln: Mary {14 YEARS Anna Bott, Hastings; Elaine 

Meister, Tecumseh. Hawkins, Lincoln; R. L. Johnson, Cook. R. O. Sherman 
ae oe aaa 33 YEARS Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, {0 YEARS | Ferne Bade, Nemaha. Lincoln 

35 Years Beatrice: Gladys Walker, Seward. 9 YEARS Elizabeth Benda, Wymore: an Mees 


30 YEARS 
29 YEARS 


Lincoln. 
28 YEARS 
27 YEARS 
26 YEARS 
25 YEARS 


Caley, Fairbury. 


C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lin- 
coln: Hedwig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 
Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, 


P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 

G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 

H. W. Armagost, David City. 
A. M. Newens, Nebraska City; 
R. O. Sherman, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS V. H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. 


8 YEARS 


7 YEARS 


Aletha Bennett, E. J. Jungck, Hastings: F. J. 
Fisher, D. C. Gilmore, Beatrice: E. J. Hoag- 
lin, O. G. Hoffman, Betty Nelson, D. E. 
Nelson, Theresa Peters, Lincoln. 

Mary Arthur, Esther Baker, Irene 
Stolz, Lincoln: Leona Benal, Wahoo: Velma 
Bock, Geneva: Henrietta Goracke, Tecumseh: 
Donna Larsen, Hastings. 

Mary Ehmke, Nebraska City: 
Betty Hermann, Weeping Water; C. C. Jen- 
nings, Mary Pohlenz, W. S. Wolfe, Lincoln: 


21 YEARS Mary Beaty, Wahoo: T. B. Juanita Waring, Tecumseh. 

Hedges, F. W. Norton, Lincoln. 6 YEARS = Verletta Alexander, Lincoln. S {p 
Cc. A. Eggerss 17 YEARS Lura Blackman, Ashland. 5 YEARS J. I Caldwell, Wilma Drake, L. G. Hansen 
teeta 16 YEARS Virginia Coon, Beatrice. Ruth Goepfert, L. C. Park, Lincoln. Lincoln 


30 Years 


Hedwig Elmshaeuser W. T. Haas 
Beatrice Lincoin 
30 Years 30 Years 


Eleanor Lane 
Weeping Water 
15 Years 


A. M. Newens 
Nebraska City 


15 Years 


Ferne Bade 
Nemoaha 
10 Years 


25 Years 


Glenn Obert Keeps Cool 


Members of the committee presenting the air- 
conditioner to Glenn. Lester Hutchison is reading 
the list of contributors. Behind him are Walter 
Roberts, Ray Clinton and Byron Pattison. 


In a Lincoln infirmary home a very 
fine telephone man lies in a bed that 
rocks day and night in a sweeping are 
to provide his lungs with air. The sum- 


mer heat has dealt unkindly with Glenn 
Obert who lies almost without move- 
ment in his bed since he was stricken 
with bulbar poliomyelitis in October 
1954. Some of his friends, knowing of 
his discomfort, formed a committee to 
provide Glenn with an air-conditioning 
unit for his room. They headed a solici- 
tation among his friends and fellow 
workers in Lincoln and in almost less 
time than it takes to tell about it, they 
were provided with sufficient funds to 
purchase a fine unit. The installation 
was made June 22 by members of the 
committee and Glenn claims he now 
rests in solid comfort. He asks that 
those who were so helpful and thought- 
ful be told of his gratitude. A total of 
$264 was collected, and the amount in 
excess of the cost of the unit was turned 
over to the Obert family. 
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Death of Ben Miller, Crete 


B. G. Miller, one of the founders and 
president of the Crete Telephone Com- 
pany, died on June 20. Mr. Miller was 
closely associated with LT@T during his 
43 years at the helm of the Crete Com- 
pany. A local Bell exchange operated in 
competition with the Crete company 
from 1908 to 1912 when it was pur- 
chased by LT&T. Two years later our 
company sold the competing exchange 
to the Miller interests and a consolida- 
tion was effected. The exchange pros- 
pered and grew and was finally repur- 
chased by our company a few years ago. 
Mr. Miller also owned the Frontier Tele- 
phone Company which operates in Jet- 
ferson and Thayer Counties. He was a 
member of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter, (ndependent Telephone Pioneer 
Association. 
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Family Picnic - August 11 

The date and place have been selected 
and the annual employees’ family picnic 
plans have long been under way. As 
usual, the big event will be staged at 
Capitol Beach, Lincoln. Weatherman 
Walter F. Roberts has predicted a clear 
and mild day for Saturday, August 11. 
The temperature, he states in no uncer- 
tain terms, will not rise above 92 de- 
grees. With this assurance, the picnic 
committee, under the direction of 
George Mann, general chairman, is pro- 
ceeding with plans to accommodate a 
record crowd with food and activities. 
We recommend that everyone circle 
their calendars for August 11 and let 
nothing interfere with their plans to be 
among those present. 


Headlines 


A. B, Gorman, advertising manager, 
has been elected and installed as presi- 
dent of the Lincoln Advertising Club. 
He served last year as vice president. 

Jack Caldwell, customer service super- 
visor, began his term as new secretary- 
treasurer of the Exchange Club, Lincoln, 
on July 2. 

Thomas C. Woods, president, was 
elected an honorary member of the Na- 
tional Recreation Association; a non- 
profit organization which sponsors the 
development of recreational projects and 
facilities. Mr. Woods was cited for “his 
Many contributions to the national rec- 
reation movement.” 

William D. Quinn, sales supervisor, 
competing as a member of the Lincoln 
Lodge No. 80 team in the Elks State 
Ritualistic Contest, helped bring his 
team the state championship in a select 
field of nine teams. Bill also won in- 
dividual honors in a field of 63, each 
vying for personal proficiency. The Lin- 
coln team went to the national Elks 
competition which was held at Chicago 
on July 7. 


Long Time No See 


It may seem like a long time between 
magazine deliveries, for there will be no 
August issue of the News. The general 
idea is to let the editor go forth on vaca- 
tion and to give our associate editors 
and correspondents a rest from their 
year ‘round labors of gathering news 
items. Events of July and August will 
be reported, however, in the issue which 
will appear in September. Until then 
we wish everyone a happy, safe vaca- 
tion; green lawns and cool nights. 


New Associate Edifor 


Congratulations are in order for Mary 
Goracke in her appointment as district 
secretary for the southern district at 
Beatrice. They also are in order for the 
News; for as Mary assumed the duties 
of her new job she 
succeeded to the 
post of associate edi- 
tor for the district. 
We're very happy 
about the whole af- 
fair, for Mary is a 
“whiz” at ferreting 
out interesting news 
items. She proved 
that in her former 
position as cashier 
at Tecumseh where, for many years, 
she was correspondent for the area. The 
folks of Johnson County will attest 
that it was hard to keep anything from 
Mrs. Goracke when she came looking 
for news. 

Mary has amassed a service record 
of nearly nine years with the com- 
pany, nearly all of which was spent 
in the commercial office at Tecumseh. 
She likes her new surroundings and 
we look forward to her continued con- 
tributions to the pages of the News. 


Underground Goes East 


Now under way is a huge project of 
extending the underground conduit sys- 
tem from 48th to 74th streets along East 
O street in Lincoln. Four ducts are be- 
ing placed along the 9,492 feet of the 
extension, together with almost 1,000 
feet of transite duct. Fourteen manholes 
will be interspersed along the new sec- 
tion. The project is geared to plans for 
providing toll terminating facilities at 
the new 84th & O office site and will 
provide for local distribution in the rap- 
idly growing eastern section of the city. 
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Mary Goracke 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association in June 1956: 


Primary Members: Estella Foght, Account- 
ing, $5.00; Carol A. Wilson, Lincoln Commer- 
cial, $19.50; L. G. Saunders, Engineering, $96.10; 
H.W. Spahnle, Eastern District Non-Functional, 
$186.40; C. J. Novak, Ashland, Non-Functional, 
$17.50; G. L. Oglesby, Auburn Non-Functional, 
$20.00; H. W. Armagost, David City Non-Func- 
tional, $5.00; Robert J. Flowers, Lincoln Plant, 
$5.50; Arleen Swanson, Lincoln Plant, $10.00; 
R. L. Hohnstein, Lincoln Plant, $13.50; L. R. 
Rhoades, Lincoln Plant, $269.00; P. G. Rade- 
baugh, Lincoln Plant, $10.00; H. G. Ewerth, 
Supply, $4.50; D. W. Smith, Beatrice Plant, 
$10.00; O. B. Dill, David City Plant. $10.00; 
J. A. Mason, Hastings Plant, $471.60; W. E. 
Macdonald, Pensioner (Deceased), $79.90; Eliza- 
beth D. Behm, Lincoln Traffic, $113.60; Eleanor 
L. Buettgenback, Lincoln Traffic, $76.95; Mary 
A. Horn, Lincoln Traffic, $99.90; Nelda O. 
Young, Lincoln Traffic, $189.00; Marian Barnes, 
Ashland Traffic, $428.00; Paula Graham, Platts- 
mouth ‘Traffic, $200.00; Ethel A. Daharsh, 
Wahoo Traffic, $10.00; Martha E. J. Penner, 
Beatrice Traffic, $133.97; CGsraldine Benson, 
Hastings Traffic, $9.00; E. Elaine Kershner, 
Hastings Traffic, $15.00; Agnes M. Buller, York 
Traffic, $6.00; Alice M. Peters, York Traffic, 
$25.00; George W. Heikes, Beatrice Plant, 
$12.50. 

Dependents: Lyn Furr, Lincoln, $39.50; Mrs. 
R. V. Clifford, Lincoln, $40.00; Mrs. R. L. 
Hohnstein, Lincoln, $277.00; Mrs. L. H. Pierce, 
Lincoln, $247.35; Edwin Wait, Lincoln, $100.45; 
Richard Graf, Lincoln, $210.00; Jean Gesch, 
Lincoln, $12.50; Gail Williams, Lincoln, $618.50; 
Mrs. W. L. Hassler, Lincoln, $109.40; Mrs. H. A. 
Ehrlich, Lincoln, $156.35; Mrs. R. M. Merrill, 
Lincoln, $6.00; Mrs. B. B. Strayer, Crete, 
$16.50; Michael Connors, Lincoln, $12.50; David 
Zimmerman, Lincoln, $79.35: Kenton Braziel, 
Lincoln, $162.85; James Drake, Lincoln, $49.75; 
Robert Grant, Lincoln, $83.35; Ronald Trouba, 
Lincoln, $10.00; Mrs. F. J. Fisher, Beatrice, 
$7.50; Roger Fisher, Beatrice, $17.50; John 
Malecha, Beatrice, $15.25; Mrs. B. C. Macholan, 
Hastings, $346.00; Mrs. F. M. Crewdson, Has- 
tings, $12.00; Edis Flowerday, Hastings, $22.00; 
Mrs. R. H. Gray, Seward, $162.25: Mrs. R. G. 
Bruning, Pawnee City, $90.50; Mrs. J. G. Van- 
Nordheim, Hastings, $452.75. 


Top of the Class 


Barbara Ann Walker, an employee of 
the disbursement section, accounting 
department, gained a unique achieve- 
ment at Nebraska Wesleyan University 
when she led the graduating class in 
nearly every phase of scholastic rating. 
She earned the Phi Kappa Phi gold key 
for the highest four-year average; the 
senior class gold key for the highest 
grade average of the year and the 
Women’s Wesleyan Educational Coun- 
cil life membership. She has led her 
classmates in scholastic honors for the 
past three years. 


Blessed Events 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Buettgenback an- 
nounce the birth of a son, David Louis, June 
10. Eleanor is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Bob Kennedy, Engineering, passed cigars 
in honor of his son, John Edward, born June 
14. 

A daughter, Sharon Kay, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Marshall Stilwell on June 4. Mar- 


shall is employed in the Custodial Section, 
14th & M building, Lincoln. 


Promotions and Transfers 


Eunice Bailey 
Supervisor 
Accounting 


Helen Pickard 
Supervisor 
Accounting 


Mary Goracke 
District Secretary 


Beatrice Wahoo 


Joan Steinbach 
Service Assistant 


Accounting 

Opal Allison, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical. 

Eunice Bailey, advanced clerical to super- 
visor of toll billing and rating. 

Helen Pickard, supervisor of toll billing 
and rating to supervisor of ticket detailing and 
sorting unit. 


Commercial 
Henrietta Goracke, clerk to cashier, Te- 
cumseh. 


Norma Hahn, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Tecumseh. 


Non-Functional 


Mary Goracke, cashier, Tecumseh Com- 
mercial, to district secretary, Beatrice. 


Plant 
Cecil F. Hutchison, advanced clerical, Cen- 
tral Plant, to splicer, Construction, Lincoln. 
Donald Jacobson, groundman, Construc 
tion, Lincoln, to combinationman, Syracuse. 
Edward J. Jungck, lineman, Construction, 
Beatrice, to combinationman, Hastings. 


Traffic 
Nera Milius, operator, Fairbury to Lincoln. 
Neva Pelowski, operator, Hastings to Lin- 
coln. 
Joan Steinbach, operator to service assist- 
ant, Wahoo. 


| JOURNEY’S END | 


Funeral services for August I. Bast, father 
of Edna Schoenrock of Fairbury Traffic, were 
held June 15 at Nucholls Chapel and burial 
at Elmwood. 


Death of Mark W. Woods 


Mark W. Woods, a director of LT&T 
for more than half a century, died at 
his home at Lincoln on June 29. Mr. 
Woods was born in Illinois and came to 
Lincoln with his parents, Col. and Mrs. 
F. M. Woods, and family in 1883. He 
left the University to establish a real 
estate, insurance and loan agency with 
his brother George in 1890. From this 
point he branched into a number of 
cther ventures and had already achieved 
a marked measure of success when the 
company was founded in 1903. 


Mark W. Woods was elected to the 
board of directors at the first meeting 
of stockholders on May 4, 1903, and 
has served continuously as a member of 
that body ever since. The company was 
then known as the Western Union In- 
cependent Telephone Company, but the 
name was soon changed to the Lincoln 
Telephone Company. 

Among various enterprises to which 
he devoted his interests were cattle buy- 
ing; importation of draft horses; organ- 
ization of a street railway company; de- 
velopment of many residential areas of 
Lincoln; improvement of the Missouri 
River channel and surrounding lands 
under contract with the U. $8. Govern- 
ment; development of industrial areas 
of Kansas City; manufacture of air’ 
planes; and the vice presidency of a coal 


Mark W. Weods 


company. He had large farm holdings 
and spent some years in Washington as 
a farm leader, working toward obtaining 
parity in agricultural prices. He was 
well known in Republican politics and 
was delegate to several national conven- 
tions as well as a close friend and associ- 
ate ot Gen. John J, Pershing, Gen. 
Charles Dawes and President Herbert 
Hoover. The latter was designated one 
of the honorary pallbearers at the funer- 
al services held at the home on June 30. 

Mr. Woods was two years the junior 
of his brother, Frank H. Woods, found- 


er and long-time president of LT&’T. 


A Warning 


The Lincoln Better Business Bureau 
reports that fast-talking opportunists 
are taking advantage of the Lincoln 
City Fire Department’s free electrical 
inspection service. 

Home improvement and electrical 
salesmen are exploiting the dangers that 
may be “evident” in the prospect’s 
home. They glibly say that unless re- 
pairs are completed immediately the 
firemen will condemn the dwelling. 
This is completely false. The fire- 
men are merely recommending and 
in no case are condemning any 
property. 

The newest “gimmick” is the sale 
of home fire-alarm systems. The Bet- 
ter Business Bureau warns that in this 
complicated and technical field the con- 
sumer should exercise extreme caution. 
Check with the Bureau or the fire de- 
partment for free information. Never 
sign a contract during the first inter- 
view. 
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Happiness Ahead 


The marriage of Barbara Gilliland, Lin- 
coln Traffic, and Alex Gruda was performed 
June 1 at Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

The wedding of Mary Jane Kreifels and 
C. W. LeCure was solemnized at St. Bene- 
dict’s Catholic Church, Nebraska City, May 
26. Mary Jane is employed in Nebraska City 
Traffic. 

Lydia Kriegshauser, chief operator at 
Seward, became the bride of Clarence Jones 
of Lincoln on June 21. They were married 
by Judge Wiegardt at his home in Seward. 

Bruce Seamark, Central Plant, and Dar- 
lene Tubbs were united in marriage June 17. 

Susan Settles, Beatrice Traffic, became the 
bride of Louis Wenzl on May 24 at Bur 
chard. 

Joan Stephens, Auburn Traffic, and 
Johnilee Henning were united in marriage 
May 27 at the Christian Church in Brown- 
ville. 

The marriage of Mary Walker and Fran 
Wanek took place June [0 at Trinity Meth- 
odist Church in Lincoln. Mary was em- 
ployed in Lincoln Commercial. The couple 
are living in St. Louis, Missourt. 

Marguerite Whitaker, Lincoln Commercial, 
and Ronald Ryne were married June 15 at 
Grace Methodist Church in Lincoln, 


Happy Birthday For Meshier and Keith 


At the anniversary party. Seated, from left: A. W. Holcomb, H. W. Spahnle, R. R. Rauch, K. L. 
Lawson, W. K. Eno, Mr. Keith, Mr. Meshier, Mr. Hale, H. W. Potter, I. J. Devoe, J. S. Reed, H. Furr, 
T. Ryan, C. Burge. Standing: W. F. Roberts, G. P. Barney, E. M. Barney, J. W Cruickshank, R. A. Carl- 
son, H. C. Smith, P. H. Henson, Marcus L. Donaldson—chief engineer of Peninsular Tel. Co., I. Pad- 


dack. 


The most exhilarating thrill of moun- 
tain climbing, so they say, is to pause for 
a moment on a high ledge and look 
down upon the long, hard trail that has 
been so laboriously trod. Charles 
Meshier, central district manager, and 
George B. Keith, eastern district wire 
chief, were principal guests at a gather- 
ing designed for just that purpose. Mr. 
Meshier had reached the 45th ledge of 
his telephone career and Mr. Keith had 
attained the 40th level. 


The anniversary party was held June 
4 in their joint honor. Both were pre- 

nted with new service emblems by 
Merle M. Hale, vice president, and in- 
vited to tell of their experiences in the 
early days. 

Mr. Meshier remarked that all his 
telephone service was with LT@T. He 
worked during the summer of 1910, re- 
turning to high school that fall. On his 
craduation the following spring, he im- 
mediately resumed his career as a tele- 
phone man, working with Ralph Breiner 
and “Red” Hudkins in a project of re- 
wiring uptown basements. His monthly 
salary of $27.50 was handed to him in 
cash, and Charles considered it quite 
adequate for the 54 hours per week he 
labored on the job. Subsequent travels 
took him to Havelock, Fairbury, Tecum- 
sch, Beatrice, and finally back to Lincoln 
as head of the department in which he 
began. 

Forty years ago young George Keith 
approached the desk of Tom Risser to 
ask for a job. There was a remote con- 


nection between the two. Mr. Risser’s 
aunt once worked with George's 
mother, who had been the first long 
distance operator in Iowa. George was 
hired as apprentice switchman and he, 
too, has built up his entire record with 
LT&T. In the old days switchmen made 
many of the tools used in switch adjust- 
ing and maintenance work. George still 
has his homemade “double dog-bender,” 
long-nose and duck-bill pliers and two 
S-wrenches from his apprentice days. In 
the course of years Mr. Keith gathered 
wide experience as a technician and 
equipment expert. Much of the dial 
equipment throughout the territory has 
been installed under his supervision. 

The News, and employees generally, 
add their congratulations to those ex- 
tended by members of the anniversary 
party. 


Merle M. Hale, at right, presents Charles B. 


Meshier with his 45-vear service pin; the fifth 


now worn by active emplovees. George B. Keith 


sits at left. 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Charlotte Walek............ PAGCI SOM vesitacrronnteeanses 6- 4 
Commercial 
Ruth Avery* (P. T.)........ Clerk, Pawnee City...... 6- 4 
Dororny Rithiezeds es Clerk. Lingolisccxictncntvcs 6-2] 
Gerald J. Salber............Coin Col., Lincoln........ 5-28 
Engineering 
Donald Gray*.......0........ DFOFTSOION woziceccenesesscce 6-13 
Kenneth Payne®............ ETS PGI tse wetcicitee 6-13 
Plant 
Harvey Armagost.......... Gdmn., David City........ 6-18 
Ronald Bovill.................. Gdmn., Wahoo..........--.- 6-12 
John Christensen............ Gdmn., Nebr. City..... .. 6-12 
Donald D. Clark*.......... GSdinih.; CONSE cccaieyecce 6- | 
Terry Ri Errnst cca: Gdmn., Plattsmouth......6- 4 
Jerald R. Garrison........ Gdmn., Lincoln.... -....... 5-29 
Robert R. Gibson............ Gdmn., Lincoln.............. 6- 4 
Eugene E. Hauschitd......Gdmn., Lincoln.............- 6-13 
Mary Hessler*................ Steno, Supply................ 6-18 
Robert G. Hill................ Gdmn., Hastings.......... 6-12 
Lloyd: L.. JOG ise Gdmn., Lincoln.............. 6- 4 
Mark A. Kohlhof.......... Gdmn., Lincoln...........--. 6-11 
Roger Krhounek*.......... Eq. Repairman, Sudzly..6-11 
DeLoyd B. Larsen*........ Gdns Constascicccs.: 5-29 
darry Leatherman.......... Janitor, Lincoln............ 6-13 
LQPry Tos: ORG sicevcecocatense Gdmn., Plattsmouth......5-28 
Gertrude Monson* 
| al Renee ene ereene Janitress, Sutton.......... 5-22 
James W. Shafer............ Lineman, Lincoln.........- 6-13 
Harold Shotsman...........: Gdmn., Lincoln............-- 5-21 
Howard V. Sieler*........ Adv. Clerical, Supply....6-11 
Donald D. Studier*........ Gdmn., Lincoln...........--- 6-11 
Norman L. Townsend....Gdmn., Lincoln..........---- 6-11] 
Traffic 
Beverly Brouillette........ Geri; Wor hiecccececial 5-28 
Hertha Christiansen......Opr., Lincoln.............--- 5-21 
Nancy Cramer................ Oni: Vor hicketcuscen 6-11 
Norma Erdmann............ Spr. Lincolaiccc cca 6- 4 
Dorothy Ericksen............ Opr.,  Lincoltccenx- 6-11 
Sharon Fish.................... Spt. -LineGliscciceccsenes 6-18 
Janet Franzmeier.......... Opr., Hastings.........----- 6- 4 
Judith Gilmore................ Op... LINC@IA-.naoe: 6- 4 
Betty Graham................ Opr., Lincolrisccser..-»- 6- 4 
Janice Gregg.................. Opr., Hastings........-.---- 6- 4 
Dorothy Griffin.............. Dotc. Linceiinciscr css 6- 4 
Bonnie Harris................ JY, Pap Duryiccccce ee 5-28 
Geraldine Harter............ Opr.,  Lincolhscc.3.-% 6-18 
Charlotte Heinis............ Opts, LAC cwssececesti~-t 5-21 
Carol Hiner........00.0..0..... Spr: Fair buryscanc<-c<. 5-28 
Corel HOY. oink ccseccocccncec. Or. WahOiidnuccincin 6-11 
Virginia Kahler.............. Opt... Viotencetccceesicts 5-28 
Nadine Lacey................ Opn, Lincelhiccauxn ad 6-11 
Loretta Lempka.............. O6r. Lincolndnes 6-11 
Nina (E(c)7 |; + Ener ean Opr., EPG ceceeectsacs 6-11 
Marylee McCall.............. Opr., bod ee eee 6-11 
Laura Merrill.................. Opt: LIACOl jnciseicaeee: 6-11 
Patricia Mooren............ Opr;, Lincdlittsiccncccnncssen 6-1] 
Carole Moslander.......... Opt... Life dliisccsasicssces: 6-18 
Grace Pavelka* (P.T.)..Opr., Plattsmouth........ 5-23 
3arbara Portrey* er Le Opr., Beatrice................ 5-28 
Mary Reiners................ Opr., Lincoln................6-18 
Marilyn Saathoff*........ Opr., Beatrice............-... 6- 4 
Mary Sedlacek................ Bt WORGO. oiccccaccaays 5-28 
Sylvia SOWSTS cee as Opr., Beatrice.............-.. 6- 4 
Marilyn SNOOK ccsesecscoesuad Ont. Linco. aicitcend 6-18 
Bo) 2a 2) (oa re, Opr., Wahoo........-.....---- 6- 4 
June: Taylor”. ccccecccsks Opr.,, AUburninc.csc-s00--: 5-20 
Marilee Throm.............. Opr.,.. Lincoliicisesae+ 6- 4 
Catherine Vandenberg, -Opr., David City... 6- 4 
Marlene Waller*............ Opr., Nebr. City......------ 5-29 
Carole Wynn............0..... Opr., Lincoln... a 
Sandra Yound.....ccc0cc..-0: Opr., Lincoln.......--------- 6-18 


*Re-employed. 


Victim of Plane Crash 


The News offers condolences to Mrs. 
Lizzie Cressman, retired chief operator 
at Jansen, in the death of her grand- 
daughter, Sally Cressman, of Leaven- 
worth, Kansas. Miss Cressman was one 
of the 128 victims of the recent TWA 
and United Airlines crash in the Grand 
Canyon. She was enroute from Los 
Angeles to Kansas City at the time. 
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all 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
by Vivian Dee 


Verna Heins reported to work flashing a 
beautiful diamond. . . Mr. and Mrs. H. W. 
Armagost, Lena Conrad, Irene Swan and 
Vivian Dee attended the Pioneer banquet held 
in Lincoln. . Phyllis Lukassen spent two 
weeks visiting in Kansas City and Denver.... 
Gladyce Kucera’s vacation was spent “right 
around home.”’ . Agnes Michalek did some 
fishing which left her with a mighty good 
sunburn. . .. Herman Hansen did some Car- 
pentering on his new home during his vaca- 
tion and since that time has moved his 
family into the new quarters. 


Nebraska City Area 

by Vera Orton and Norma Jean Dettmer 

Vacations are in full swing now. Edna 
Komma visited in Lexington. Marylee 
Dunlap visited her brother in Lima, Ohio... 
Dorothy Davis went west to Cheyenne. . ; 
Mary Lou Rains went even farther west, jour- 
neying to sunny California. Kathryn 
Owens spent a week end at St. James, Min- 
nesota visiting her brother. . Don Jones, 
construction foreman, has been vacationing 
in the sand hills. J. G. Durr, Erman 
Wheatcraft, Plant, and Betty Christensen, 
Commercial, all have gone on vacation. a 
At this writing Cloyd Bucknell is taking off 
for Minnesota on his vacation. Hope he 
gets some fish. Taking it easy around 
home were Bonnie Teel and Val Lant. 
Those attending the recent Pioneer Banquet 
in Lincoln from Nebraska City were Lillian 
Bader, Kathryn Owens, Wilma McIntire, Verda 
Kircher, Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Livingston, and 
Mr. and Mrs. DeRoy Helfer. Lillian Bader 
was one of the lucky ones and walked out 
with an electric clock. . .. Chester Byard, 
Syracuse Plant, enjoyed a week of his vaca- 
tion with relatives in Kansas, and working 
around his home. ... Flashing a lovely dia- 
mond is Delores Bauer, who also took a week 
of her vacation which she spent around home. 

. Norma Jean Dettmer went fishing over a 


weekend at Big Alkali Lake near Valentine. 

. . Elsie France spent a week of her vaca- 
tion at home. .. . Virginia Shields is spend- 
ing a lot of time at the swimming pool at 
Nebraska City. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Vacation time has started at Weeping Water 
with Lloyd Lane of Plant and his wife Lucille 
of Traffic taking life easy around home. ‘ 
Darrell Mather, transferred from Plattsmouth, 
has returned to work after spending most of 
his vacation getting settled in his new loca- 
tion. . . . Grace Heigl returned to work after 
a two-week vacation with quite a variation 
of events taking place. The first week was 
taken uv with having her son and daughter’s 
tonsils removed and caring for them during 
their convalescence. The next week she did 
some practice driving to prepare for drivers 
license permit and going to the races. She 
claims she came out ahead? ? ? Ben Anderson 
also returned after two weeks of taking it 
easy... . We are havpy to have Paula Graham 
back after a speedy recovery from an appen- 
dectomy. She also had the misfortune of 
being hit broadside in her car last weekend, 
injuring her sister quite seriously and having 
a new caved-in looking car. ... Bob Humis- 
ton, wire chief, vacationed in Idaho and 
Kansas. ... Rose Janda spent her vacation 
in Salt Lake City. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Vacations are in full swing. Mike Svoboda 
spent his vacation at home working... . Irene 
Mailand took life easy at home, not being a 
clock-watcher for a while. ... Virginia Cof- 
fey spent her vacation at home papering and 
painting. .. . Elmer Bean and brother-in-law 
took a little jaunt up to Brewster recently and 
caught some very nice bass. ... Chris Haber- 
man of California, former manager, visited 
the Seward office recently. It was nice to see 
Chris once again. Chris also attended the Pio- 
neer banquet. Those attending from Seward 
were Lydia Kriegshauser and Laura Douty. 

Wahoo Area 
by Mary Beaty and Leona Benal 

It’s vacation time again and those enjoying 

time at home were Karen Speckmann at 


Progress Report: § Beatrice and Ashland 


a _ ESE es : 
Photo: Don Christi 


Phiéto: e J. Novak 


It’s a rough task to keep abreast of the fast growing building program in LT&T-land. Much in- 
terest is centered on the two new structures at Beatrice and Ashland, where pictures become outdated 
a day or two after they are taken. At Beatrice the workmen are laying sidewalks and concrete aprons 
and preparing to hang the marquee. Inside the building the prime base colors have been applied in 
the basement and first floor and preparations are being made to lay the floor tile. The Ashland 


exterior brick work is finished to the ceiling level. 


Construction and pouring of the Soffitt tile roof 


is progressing rapidiy. One interior partition is in place. It is expected that the building will be ready 


for occupancy by October. 


In the picture at left, the first of five 1,200-pair entrance cables is being pulled between the 
office manhole and cable rack. In the cable vault, from left, are: Ted Leitschuck, George Wasson, Her- 
man Studier and Lloyd Oglesby. The picture at right shows a recent view of the Ashland front elevation. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS | 
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Columbus, Mary Beaty, Louie Cink, Dewey 
and Inez Olsen who did some painting. 
Barbara Streich and husband visited friends 
and relatives in Denver. ... Frances Bordov- 
sky visited friends in Omaha... .JoAnn Bock 
traveled to Springfield, Missouri, to visit her 
grandmother. . Bill Behrns attended the 
International Union Convention in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and also took in a hall game. ... Kary] 
Lusch was rushed to the hospital for an 
emergency appendectomy, but is now recup- 
erating at home. We hope to see her back 
to work real secon. ... Coffee and cake were 
served honoring birthdays of Marlys Cox, 
Jean Coffman, and Virginia Yindrick. 


Southern District 


Mary Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


We are happy to have Roberta Bohl back 
in Traffic while her husband is stationed in 
Tokyo with the Air Forc2 for the next eight- 
een months. ... The ‘Four ’56 Club” has 
taken on a new meaning. Leta Holscher is 
driving a ‘56’ plum and ivory Chevrolet, and 
this makes the ‘‘fourth’’ new car among the 
Auburn employees. ... Della Gerdes, Roberta 
Bohl, Elvie Remmers, Doris Peterson and 
Phyllis Shanks are all attending ball practice. 
... June is not only the month for weddings; 
it brought two new diamonds, one each for 
Francis Neil and Deloris Bolejack. ... JoAnn 
Coatney and Don, and Deloris Bolejack and 
Bob enjoyed a picnic at the Humboldt Lake, 
and a nice long drive through the country 
with stops at West Point and Ashland. : 
Idalene Bogle acted as matron of honor at 
her brother’s June 2 wedding. .. . Recent 
visitors in the office were Clyde Burge and 
Merlie Markuson. ... Della Gerdes is finding 
it difficult to settle down to the daily grind 
again after spending a luxurious week at a 
ranch near Tuscon, Arizona, with a friend, 
Betty Gerdes. They indulged in horseback 
riding, swimming, watching the cowboys, a 
tour into Old Mexico, and on the way home 
visited Phoenix, the Grand Canyon and Colo- 
rado. ... Shirley Gerdes enjoyed a vacation 
at home. ... We are happy to welcome our 
new area manager, George Eggleston. 


Beatrice Area 


by Alice Koziol and Frank Fisher 

Siuntans are aii the go now. Some of the 
girls are having good luck while others are 
getting just plain burned. Susan Wenzl, a 
recent bride, reported they drove about 4,200 
miles on their honeymoon trip to Massa- 
chusetts and several other states. . . , AMong 
the guests at Susie's wedding w ere Veronica 
Siske, Donna Ehmen, Dorothy Schiele and 
Carolyn Fielder. . Vaeations are still big 
events. Lela Watson, chief operator, spent 
one week in Waco visiting her parents and 
another week touring through the Badlands 
in South Dakota with the chief operator of 
York. . .. Marcia Godfrey of the business 
office is leaving for Hays, Kansas. ... Mary 
Goracke of Tecumseh has replaced Carol 
Huber as our new district secretary. Carol 
is moving to Colorado. . . . Elsie Cooper 
motored to El Reno, Oklahoma, W ith her son 
and his family. Erma Arnold and her 
who is 86 years old, took a trip by 
train fo California. Erma reported that her 
mother certainly enjoyed it. . Ruth Diek- 
mann is having a hard time settling down 
again after a nice vacation fishing at Johnson 
and Midway Lakes near Lexington and Cozad. 


Ruth and her husband had a lot of fun camp- 
ine out all during that time... .- Phyllis 
Morgan spent her vacation at home, wor King 
at getting a suntan. Carolina Penner will 
probably pay more attention to the weather- 


man since she and a group of triends planned 


a fishing trip only to get rained out before 
getting the hooks baited. . Many of the 
girls are spending their free time at the 
Swimming pool—suntans or good-looking life 
guards? . Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Burge had 
an enjoyable vacation at Prescott, Arizona, 
with a brief ston at Phoenix, but since the 
temperature was 103 degrees they didn’t 
linger long. ... Mr. and Mrs. Dan Smith and 
family visited relatives and places around 
Dallas, Austin and Temple, Texas. They also 
tried their luck fishing in Travis Lake, which 
1s a forty-five mile body of water. The whole 
family brought back a good Texas suntan.... 
The Charles Dickenman family vacationed in 
Minnesota, but when the subject of fishing 
comes up, Charlie blames the weather for 
being a little too cold for the big ones to 
bite. . . . Red Turner is noncommittal about 
his vacation, but it’s almost certain that most 
of it will he spent behind the wheel of that 
Buick convertible. ... Frank Nevitt spent a 
long weekend at Long Pine, Nebraska, baiting 
the fishing hook. ... The Petersons of Pick- 
rell attended their son’s wedding at Denver 
and did a little sight-seeing in the mountains. 


Crete Area 
by Darlene Acord and Loretta MclIInay 


Fern Jacobs had a busy vacation, part of 
which was spent redecorating her home. Then 
realizing that ‘“‘all work and no play—,” she 
and her husband entertained relatives and 
friends. LeAnn Armstrong helped plan 
@ surprise party for her parents on their 
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary... . District 
Manager Clyde Burge and Mary Goracke vis- 
ited at the Crete office. ... Donna and Leslie 
Burch and their two daughters spent an 
enjoyable vacation in Colorado. Les was 
vacationing from Plant and Donna from Traf- 
fic. ... Ethel Park, Arlene Musil, Fern Jacobs 
and Lydia McGuire enjoyed steak dinners at 
Lone Oak near Lincoln recently. .. . Jim 
Landenberger, Friend, entertained relatives 
during his vacation. ... Leon Rezny, Wilber, 
with his wife vacationed in Washington, D.C. 
and Newport News, Virginia, and also visited 
relatives in Kansas City. 

Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 

Shirley Brown is now in California where 
She will make her home. . Lois McCord 
attended the horse races in Omaha. ...A 
Wiener roast had been planned for a nice 
Summer evening, then there was a loud clap 
of thunder, and the wind and dust blew the 
Zirls right back to the office lounge where 
they stayed the rest of the evening. ... Jack 
Ruble vacationed at home. Durwood 
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As they avoroach the business office counter, 
Tecumseh subscribers are now greeted by the 
charming smile of Norma Lee Hahn, who recently 
transferred from Traffic to Commercial. Here 
Norma Lee enioys a cup of coffee on her “break.” 


Any Suggestions Today? 


Inspirations are not exclusive, to be 
enjoyed by a favored few. They come 
to everyone. Folks should not forget 
this form when an idea strikes. It is 
worth money. Suggestions in ways and 
means of doing a better job, elimination 
of labor, providing better service, safer 
working conditions—any notion for the 
improvement of present practices is 
eagerly sought by the Suggestion Com- 
mittee. 

During the first half of 1956, 29 sug- 
gestions have been received, 11 of 
which have been approved by the com- 
mittee. A total of $235 in cash awards 
has been dispensed for suggestions sub- 
mitted by the following employees: Nel- 
son Liesveld, Elaine Hall, Dorothe Kel- 
ler, Norris E. Hammond, George A. 
Wasson, Al D. Miller, Byron D. Patti- 
son, David Guthrie, Ruth White and 
Axel W. Berglund. 

The highest award went to Mr. Patti- 
son who devised a system to modify pay- 
stations to prevent grounding the line 
through the transmitter. Some young 
electrical wizards had discovered that it 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
SUGGESTION FORM Serial Ne. 
Ce Department 


Heme Address —___—Dete 
Pleese Read Other Side Before Filling Out This Blank 


——— . ——e 


To The Suggestion Committee. | Submit The Following Suggestion 


Signed eS 


Before mailing this blank please be certain that you have presented your idea as clearly 
es possible—ctherwise, the Committee may find it necessary to request edditional information 


Present your ideas before someone else does. Don’t be discouraged if your first sugges- 
tron 1s not accepted—Keep on trying! 


was possible to place a local call without 
depositing a coin if the circuit was prop- 
erly “jimmied.” 

So we suggest that YOU suggest, and 
let your ideas return dividends. Regula- 
tions governing the Suggestion Plan are 
printed on the back of the form which 
may be obtained from your supervisor. 


Gollehon had a very successful weekend fish- 
ing trip at the Loov River. ... T. E. Long- 
don was speaker at the Old Jenkins Mill at 
Steele City. More than 400 people participated 
in the historic and educational tour of the 
Steele City area under the leadership of Mr. 
Longdon and Frank Graves, the latter a resi- 
dent of that city. Vera Nolte, Daykin, 
helped dig out nine baby coyotes from their 
nest in a pasture. 
Pawnee Citv Area 
by Avis Collar 

Raymond Bruning is the proud owner of 
a new Ford... . It’s good to see Millie Wert 
back after her illness. ...A visitor at Hum- 
boldt and Pawnee City this month was the 
Traveling Auditor, Don Nelson. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Ivan Haith celebrated their twenty-fifth 
wedding anniversary June 28. . Enjoying 
a vacation from his work at Humboldt is 
S. D. Hanau. 

Tecumseh Area 
by Henrietta Goracke 

Starting off the vacation season was Cecile 
Morehead, visiting her daughter and family 
in Lineoln. Prebably helped spoil those two 
granddaughters a tiny bit. Cecile also spent 
some time with her father in Kansas City. 
Since her return she has undertaken the task 
of sewing Centennial dresses for Norma Lee 
Hahn and Henri Goracke, who expect to be 
all decked out in buttons and bows. . . .Dean 
Kessinger spent his entire vacation week just 
loafing and riding through the parks and 
mountains in Colorado. .. . Stub Roland 
escorted his daughter to the altar at her 
wedding on June 9 in David City. From all 
reports Stub was more nervous than the 
bride. ... Norma Lee Hahn spent the evening 
of her birthday waiting for hubby to call 
her from Fremont, but when the phone did 
ring it was only a relative. Even though she 
didn't get the call, she did receive a new set 
of rings. (She had let her ring slide down 
the drain along with the dish water.) ; 
Marge Cottingham got a scare when a patrol- 
man stopped them during a recent trip to 
Lincoln with her daughter. He only wanted to 
check the car, but when Marge was asked to 
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produce her driver’s license she couldn’t find 
it. Was her face red when the patrolman 
spotted it in the very place she had been 
looking—her billfold. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 

by Velma Bock 
Along with current vacations, several girls 
have celebrated birthdays so we have enjoyed 
birthday treats from Nata Hershey, Maxine 
Stolzenburg, Gladys Stiers, Viola Wall and 
Kita Griffin. ... Speaking of vacations, Emma 
Ebbeka is spending her time learning the 
“new” and “easy” method of dressmaking— 
or maybe it isn’t quite as easy as she en- 
visioned it to be when she purchased her new 
sewing machine. ... Mr. and Mrs. Acker- 
mann have taken a week of their vacation 
to enjoy the visit of Mrs. Ackermann’s sister 
and family from Utah, who also shared their 
visit with Mr. and Mrs. John Scheierman.... 
A very svecial guest in the C. J. Crew home 
is their granddaughter, Sherry Hafner, of 
Tuscola, Texas. ... Viola Wall has been visit- 
ing her family in Davenport. ,..W. R. Minich 
attended the annual Pioneer Banquet in Lin- 
coln on June 2... . Last, but not least, “‘yours 
truly’ and husband are trying to see which 
one can out-do the other racing in our new 
Micro-Midget racer. Let's say it’s a toss-up. 

Hastings Area 

by Carol Henry 
Vacation time is here and every day finds 
folks either leaving or returning, and pretty 
much excited either way. Rosetta Habben and 
Anna Bott came back from their vacations as 
Jackie Craig and Lou Bacon were starting 
theirs. ... Marie Pearson, our chief operator, 
went on a trio to Florida to attend the Na- 
tional Convention of Women’s Business and 
Professional Clubs in Miami. From there she 
planned to fly to Bermuda to spend four or 
five days before starting the return trip 
home. ... In svite of the rainy weather, the 
girls held their Union picnic at Prospect Park. 


There was an abundance of good food which 
included all the fried chicken one could eat, 
and the cool weather only increased the 
appetites of those present. 


Hebron Area 

by Mary Wright 
Vacations are in full swing and everyone 
seems to be enjoying himself. Mr. and Mrs. 
E. H. Wellman spent a week in Minnesota and 
returned with some fine fish—not just fish 


stories. . . . Norma Maschman_ spent her 
vacation in Denver, and her only regret is 
that the time passed too auickly. ... We re- 


ceived a card from our chief operator, Re- 
gina Bethscheider, who, at this writing, is 
vacationing on Mackinac Island, in Michigan. 
She was accompanied by her sister, Margaret, 
and both were looking forward to an enjoy- 
able vacation. We have a new sales 
approach in our area. It seems John Brock- 
meyer had an order to install a telephone 
in Davenport. When he arrived he stopped 
at what he thought was the correct location 
and said to the lady answering the door, “I 
have come to install your telephone.” The 
lady’s reply: “I guess it will be O.K. if my 
husband ordered it.’’ So he proceeded to 
install the telephone. The next morning the 
Hebron office received a call from the new 
subscriber, inquiring when they could expect 
installation of the telephone and adding they 
thought it was to have been the day before. 
Well, everyone was in the dark until Mr. 
Brockmeyer returned to Davenport and dis- 
covered the mistake. But the best part of 
this mistake is when he called at the house 
where he had installed the telephone the day 
before, gave them a sales talk, and they de- 
cided to Keen the telephone. Well, John, that 
is one way of making the 4’56 Club, and we do 
need new members... .The Traffic and Com- 
mercial girls had a wiener roast in the City 
Park, and a good time was had by all. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 
Edith Mattson, cashier at Stromsburg, was 
our first vacationer this year. She spent a 
week at home resting and catching up on 
some things she has wanted to do. Mildred 
Wait took over the cashier’s duties during 
Edith’s absence. Bill Barry and Albert 
Andres spent a few days in Minnesota fishing. 
The fishing was good and they report a fine 
time. . .. Jim Hatfield enjoyed a week of 
his vacation just staying at home. 


Superior Area 

by Ann Hanson 
A recent visitor in our office was George 
Mehuron, former wire chief at York, who is 
now retired and living at Beaver Crossing. 
’ Our vacationers are traveling in all 
directions. Glenda Garton attended a Youth 
Bible Conference at Winona Lake, Indiana. 
There were many recreational activities in- 
cluding boating, which was a favorite with 
Glenda. . . .Edith Parsons visited relatives in 
Illinois, and Josephine Tieskotter spent a 
couple of days with her two daughters at 
Edgar, attending a Brownie Conference. : 
Elizabeth Noren spent her vacation at home. 


The height of optimism is displayed on the 
Wahoo golf course by Bob Ross, Buck Isaman 
and Carl Ahl, who make one pilgrimage a year 
to the links and hopefully try for the cham- 
pionship crown. On Green No. 2 the way to the 
hole was blocked by a half-hundred balloons which 
seemed to bother our four-putting heroes not at 
all. 
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Directory Men Meet, Think, Talk and Eaf 


The directory sales force and directory-minded members of the LT&T commercial department 
held one of their periodical joint meetings at the Cornhusker Hotel cn June 4. There the camera 
found them grouped about a long table, intent on their discussion of contracts, layouts, space, closing 
dates, methods, etc. Around the table, from left, are: A. B. Waters, central district commercial man- 
ager; K. L. Lawson, commercial superintendent; G. E. Walroth, directory and methods supervisor; C. R. 
Holloway, A. L. Zehrung, Niles Towle, H. E. Velte and Dean Nelson of Directory Sales; Dean Hamilton, 


directory compilation supervisor; Jim Martinez and Ben Skidmore of Directory Sales. 


Bert Kline svent most of his vacation 
boating on different lakes in Arkansas and 
at the Harlan County Dam. 


Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. D. Cassell, and Mr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Moorhead attended the annual Pioneer Ban- 
quet in Lincoln June 2... . Lucyle Scheide- 
mann spent a weekend in Fremont, where 
she attended her nephew’s high school grad- 
uation exercises. ... Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Mankamyer went to Nevada, Missouri, to get 
their daughter Kay, who has been attending 


Cottey College. ... Manager Mankamyer took 
a week of vacation for fishing and resting. 
York Area 


by June Moore 

Vacation time is here again, and with hot 
weather it makes one wish they were back 
in the air-conditioned office. ... Area Man- 
ager Nelson vacationed in the Black Hills 
and at various points West... . Della Breden- 
kamp and Deloris Peterson spent their vaca- 
tion time at home... . Chief Operator Edna 
Pflughaupt traveled to South Dakota, and 
Maribelle Hennings and Mary Heser were 
in Colorado, and report a fine time. ... Vance 
Embrey returned to his favorite vacation spot 
—Minnesota, and got in some good fishing. 
... Jean Heyen will soon be leaving us. She 
and her husband are moving to Geneva, 
where they will make their future home, and 
Jean will spend her time being a housewife. 

. Maribelle Hennings is proudly wearing a 
new diamond. Her fiance is Harold Fuss of 
Lineoln. They are planning an August wed- 
ding. Our best wishes to the happy couple. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Most humble apologies to big-game hunter 
Charles Lindgren. The raccoon he _= shot 
weighed 30 pounds; not three. No insult in- 
tended. Charlie’s chickens must have a fast- 
spreading reputation (telephone service be- 
ing what it is these days.) The latest free- 
chicken fanciers were four ‘possums who 
stepped out of the barn most conveniently one 
at a time for rapid extermination. From an 
original 40 chickens about 15 are left. They're 
going like hotcakes Succumbing to the 
yen for worldly possessions, Pat and Bob 
Tindall have purchased an_ air-conditioner: 
Estelle and Harold Foght have traded in their 
old Dodge for a new white and royal blue 
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push-button job which they promptly broke 
in on a vacation trip to Wichita; and Ralph 
Retzlaff has acquired a 14-foot fibre glass and 
plastic (non-paint-requiring) boat. Now if he 
can find a 50 cents down, 50 cents every other 
month deal, he’ll invest in a motor... . Larry 
Connealy is rapidly filling the 30 by 170-foot 
space he allowed for a garden behind his new 
home. That is, he planted six tomato bushes 
in one corner and the weeds are doing the 
rest. They may yet squeeze the tomatoes out. 
. . Jack Hardesty has been walking around 
with a patch over his eve. His explanation 
involved aé_e steel splinter despite Harold 
Brady’s efforts to involve Jack’s new wife. 
. Luckily, Marge Tvrz and her girl friend 
were unhurt when the car Marge was driving 
to Wilber recently had a blow-out. It was 
the first time she had had any trouble and 
it was the first time she’d driven someone 
else’s car. (Before that only family members 
had trusted her.) Neither girl knew much 
about changing tires. “‘I’ll get the jim,’’ Marge 
said. ‘‘You mean jack,” informed her friend. 
“Jim or jack, a rose by any other name would 
still be difficult to operate,’ replied Marge 
as she put the thing under the middle of the 
rear end and tried to raise the car. “Hmmm, 
guess that's the wrong direction,” she said as 
the jack lowered. ‘“‘Maybe someone will stop 
and help us.’’ A car drove by and the driver 
smiled broadly at the two girls. “Oh well,” 
said Marge, “he wouldn’t have been much 
help; he was only a Wilber garage mechanic.” 
He evidently didn't fix cars for nothing. After 
two more cars whizzed by, help arrived: be- 
fore they’d tipped the car over. ... Touring 
the Niagara Falls and Lake Erie section of 
the country and visiting in-laws in Pennsyl- 
vania with her husband comprised Pat Tin- 
dall’s vacation. . John Backstrom recom- 
mends the beauty of the 14,000-ft. high snow- 
capped Grand Tetons and Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park, Wyoming. The Backstroms fol- 
lowed the directions advising against feeding 
the natives. Besides, they weren't sure what 
black bears ate and didn't want to make any 
bad mistakes or too-late discoveries! They 
also spent some time this year touring the 
Smokies and the blue grass country of Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. Grace Hauschild 
has been entertaining her nephew and his 
wife from Seattle, and the mother of Anna 
Grace Cook, a former accounting employee, 
from Huntington Park, California. .. . Down 
at South Bend, Ralph Retzlaff and friends 
were out on the lake when the shear pin of 
their boat cut out. No one had a spare. 
“Guess we'll have to paddle back,” said 
someone. ‘Too bad we don't have oars,” 
lamented Ralph. Someone suggested he use 


his feet (1114D) but finally eight hands started 
paddling slowly toward the shore. “Far, 
isn’t it,” one of the occupants observed. 
“Yeah, I wouldn’t like to swim it,’ said Ralph. 
‘Well, then stop rocking the boat,’ advised 
one of the crew. P.S. They reached land 
eventually. . . . Somewhere near the Detroit 
Lakes in Minnesota, I. J. Devoe has found a 
perfect spot for fishing. He’s not publicizing 
the exact location—doesn’t want the supply 
diminished. After persuading Mrs. Devoe to 
go out on the lake with him, he almost re- 
gretted being so hasty. She promptly pulled in 
a big Crappie and a nice-sized Northern, 
“IT won't tell anyone about it if you like.” 
She was being magnanimous. No such drastic 
suppression of the news was necessary, how- 
ever, since both began hauling in a most 
respectable catch. One of the Northerns, 
slightly disgruntled (the hook must have 
been dull that day), bit Mr. Devoe’s finger. 
“Hmmm, maybe I’ve been using the wrong 
bait,’’ he said. He had no intention of sacri- 
ficing any of his ten digits for the sake of 
a larger catch, though. By the end of the 
fishing expedition they had caught 12 Wall- 
eyes, which was the limit. One of the fish 
was too big for the refrigerator so the Devoes 
drove off happily minus one fish tale which 
nobody could digest anyway. . July 3rd 
the accounting department had its breakfast 
at Antelope Park. Four-thirty was reveille 
for some of the more ambitious male mem- 
bers who were preparing all the food. Under 
the able direction of Chief Chef I. J. Devoe, 
the girls were served in about an hour and 
although some of them couldn’t quite see aft 
6:00 A.M. (rather difficult with your eyes 
still closed), everything really tasted good. 
Of the 55 people there, only 14 were men 
which means it’s the feminine side which 
has to own up to consuming most of the 
19 pounds of ham, 20 pounds of potatoes, seven 
dozen eggs, eight dozen rolls, two gallons of 
juice and over 90 cuns of coffee. Just a dainty 
meal to start the day! 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Vacations take the spotlight now and Myr- 
tle Henline covered the most miles, going 
to Chicago, Detroit, Toronto, London, Canada 
and Niagara Falls. They left Niagara the day 
before the big landslide. ...Jo Varga was in 
Ontario. . . . Shirley Heiliger, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, Jack Caldwell, Estes Park (how 
lucky can you get) and Virginia Anderson 
stayed home. Jody Hartley attended a Bap- 
tist Youth Conference at Green Lake, Wis- 
consin. Alex Geist took three weeks and went 
to Running Water, South Dakota, launching 
his cabin cruiser on Lewis and Clarke Lake. 
W.J. McDowell fiew to and from Los Angeles. 
Marla Kutz thinks it is real nice that Dean 
Hamilton goes to McCook as she gets a ride 
and can visit her husband and her folks. 
Mary Walker Wanek and Fran have an apart- 
ment in St. Louis and are getting used to a 
new life in a new city. Anyone wishing her 
address contact Marla Kutz, Directory De- 
partment. 
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Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Bob Cardweil spent his vacation entertaining 
guests. Asked how—“I talk to ’em,” he an- 
swered. Could be, too. He recently quipped 
to Gary Clifford, famous autoist, who was 
complaining that his car wouldn’t stand up, 
“What’s the matter, do the doors come off 
every time you roll it over?’’ Gary most re- 
cently was run into by a truck. “Excuse me,” 
the trucker said, which was very unusual for 
a trucker, “Tll pay for the damage.’ This 
was very Dleasing to Gary, who is accustomed 
to putting up a fight for what he gets. But 
they couldn’t decide which dent was the 
trucker’s, . Maybe Gary can unload his 
heap to Orville Spencer, who is looking for 
an old car for his wife to knock around in. 
Mrs. Spencer has been having some trouble 
stopping. With Gary’s car it wouldn’t make 
much difference how she did it. Orville, the 
department’s lepidopterist, is planning a two- 
week butterfly collecting trip to Canada. This 
hobby requires traversing woods, weeds and 
willows, all snake habitats. Orville is more 
afraid of snakes than anything else, and visits 
all the reptile pits along the tourist trails ab- 
sorbing defensive knowledge and _ learning 
snakebite remedies. One emergency treatment, 
he found, is to cut the wound with glass 
broken from a headlight. Orville plans to 
Jet his wife drive in snake country. He rea- 
sons that there will probably be plenty of 
broken headlight glass wherever they stop. 

. “It’s 90° max., but we don’t notice it 
up here.’’ We quote from Tom Goldenstein’s 
card from Colorado Springs, picturing Pike’s 
Peak. He must have been thinking about his 
brother-in-law. There’s no Max in our de- 
partment. On his way home he fished at 
his favorite spot; a lake in the Blue Hills of 
Kansas. This is a private spot developed by 
a bunch of millionaires. Tom’s brother-in-law 
invented a water-going mower to cut off a 
plant that was killing the fish and was re- 
warded with a life membership in the club. 
Tom was his guest. He says he never fished 
at a better place. In four hours he didn’t 
catch a fish. ‘‘Most places,” says Tom, ‘“‘that 
takes me six hours.’ Another thing, they 
don’t worry about rattlesnakes. There are 
too many water moccasins. Tom says they 
call them the Blue Hills because they look 
that way. No wonder, if they talk to snakes 
out there like they do around here. ... Report 
of a party held by 15th & M coffee breakers 
to dispose of earned surplus. After dinner at 
Italian Village a group was invited to Don 
Neill’s. Among the first to arrive was George 
Bossung, who kept running around the house 
trying to climb in a window. ... Don Swan- 
son pulled a bill from an envelope. ‘‘Wow! 
$13.40 for water,’ he roared, ‘‘and all the grass 
we've got is in the parking.’””’ He went down to 
check the meter. It was running. Grabbing a 
pipe wrench (he says he can’t keep house 
without one,) he patrolled the halls, listening 
intently. After a little practice he could tell 
it was either the kitchen faucet upstairs back; 
the lavatory downstairs front; or just too 
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_ D-Day, June 6, Anniversary of Two Great Events 
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Georgia M. Smith, assistant chief 
operator at Lincoln, received a 
fine oral tribute from L. P. Young, 
general traffic superintendent and 
a pretty service pin to attest her 
35th anniversary as a member of 
Lincoln Traffic. Mrs. Smith dates 
her unbroken service record from 
June 6, 1921. Others who were 
present to approve and applaud 
were, from left: R. D. Andrews, L. 
W. Cleveland, Elsie Andrews, Myra 
Metcalf, Mary Bornemeier, Lola 
Hetherington, Mable Volpp, Melba 
Richards and Laverne Braun. The 
presentation was made in Mr. 
Young’s office. 
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much slack in a chain. On his recent 
vacation, Lovell G. Saunders, the department’s 
Don Quixote, had another brush with a low 
flying airplane. But unlike ancient Don’s en- 
counters, these are unsolicited and Pep was 
riding a Chevrolet instead of a horse. Here 
the similarity with last year’s vacation ends. 
Although he traveled west again, he gave Yel- 
lowstone and those blankety bears a wide 
perth. .. . Visiting in Marysville July 4, Glen 
McCown watched his brother pull a huge cat- 
fish from the Blue. Glen says its picture 
weighed 11 pounds. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Krieger, Associate Editor 


How are we ever going to survive this hot 
weather? 'This question, we know, enters into 
many people’s minds. Thinking back, how- 
ever, to those cold and icy days, many of us 
didn’t think we would exist during those 
dreadful winter months. ...In order to over- 
come this hot weather, Rae Ellen Grannis, 
Jackie Schizas, and ‘“‘yours truly” suggest go- 
ing swimming. Rae Ellen spends some of her 
“after office’’ hours in the water at one of our 
pools. Jackie, her husband, a very fine fellow 
and ‘“‘we’’ went to Linoma Beach for a steak 
fry. We are sure all will agree that food cer- 
tainly tastes better on a picnic even if you 
have to cope with flies, mosquitoes and what 
have you. After our food had time to digest, 
we spent the afternoon swimming and just 
enjoying the refreshing coolness of the water. 

. . We imagine the 4th of July was a ‘“‘bang 
up” day for everyone and hope that it was 
enjoyed by all. ... We won’t be back with 
you until September. So until then, we hope 
everyone has a pleasant summer. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Custodian Section 
by Paul Radebaugh 
We are glad to report Bryson Braziel’s son 
Kenton is all right again after receiving a 
severe shock from a floor lamp plug, which 
apparently was part way pulled out of the 
wall socket. . Lue Reuter started the 
vacations rolling by traveling in the south and 
western part of the country, including Mexico. 
Saw a real Mexican bull fight, which was 
quite exciting. In California he went through 
Disneyland, which was really beautiful. Also, 
while in California Lue visited two of our 
former emvloyees, Paul Baldwin, who is ad- 
vertising manager for the Montebello News 
at Montebello, and Don Holyoke, who works 
for an electric company in Pasadena. 
Jack Cox spent a week of his vacation at 
home, painting and fixing up around the 
house. 
Toll Equipment Section 
by JoAnn Gloor 
Yours truly spent her vacation on her 
sister’s farm at St. Edward and had a wonder- 
ful time. wee Otis Clark and family went to 
Kansas City, Kansas, for a day while on his 
vacation and the rest of the time stayed at 
home and rested. ... Clyde Higgins and wife 
went to Crete tc spend a day of his vacation 
with his wife's folks and the rest of the time 
at home resting. ... Ona four-day weekend 
of June 8 Wallace Gake and family drove to 
Chicago for his sister’s graduation from col- 
lege and his wife's class reunion at Wheaton 
College. While at Chicago they took a two- 
hour boat tour around Lake Michigan and 
saw points of interest. 
Switchroom 

by Arleen Swanson 
Kenneth Myhre spent a few days of his 
vacation visiting relatives in Norfolk. 
Francis Asper vacationed in Wichita, Kansas, 
attending a family reunion. . . . Al Campbell 
attended several horse races in Omaha dur- 
ing his vacation and other than that just 
rested at home... . The “Coffee Gang’’ from 
5-7 Office and Toll Equipment had a steak 
dinner at the Italian Village, Friday evening, 
June 15... . Robert Flowers went on a two- 
week Navy cruise at the U. S. Naval Air Sta- 
tion, Glenview, Illinois. 


Wire Chief's Section—l4th & M 
by Gloria Ahl 

Vaughn Baum spent a nice vacation fishing 
in Minnesota. He reports he caught “gobs 
and gobs” of fish. .. . Homer Olsen traveled 
to Omaha during his vacation and attended 
the College World Series and the horse races. 
; Jacob Albrandt and Carl Mischnick 
spent their vacations at home loafing while 
their wives worked. ... Harold Wart had an 
ideal vacation. He stayed home, worked, slept, 
and watched television. . . Ralph Connors 
traveled to Minnesota and enjoyed a weekend 
of fishing. .. . Magdalen Heser served on jury 
duty for two weeks in May. 

"4" Office 
by G. M. Albury 

Bob Livingston spent his two weeks aboard 
the Navy Carrier USS Bonn Homme Richard. 
He was on a cruise with the Naval Reserve. 
While on the west coast he visited relatives in 
Oakland and Watsonville, California. ... Dar- 
rell Cottingham and family spent a week’s va- 
cation in the Black Hills. They were on a 
camping trip with seventeen young pesople 
from the Blue Springs community. ... Bruce 
Seamark and his bride have been honey- 
mooning in Estes Park, Colorado. 


Wire Chief’s Section—2lst & L 
by G. E. Miller 
The month of June started off with a big 
wind and rain storm, which required long 
hours of work for several days. This storm 
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of those who 
were soon to leave on vacations. ... Al Behm 
visited with relatives at Valentine, Nebraska. 
Eldon Drewel visited in Kansas and 
helped his dad with the wheat harvest... 
Ernie Johnson spent part of his vacation in 
the Ozarks. . .. Don Smith is gone, but we 
know not where. ... The Leland Wards en- 
joyed a fishing trip to Minnesota. ... Like- 
wise the Marv Joosten family reports a nice 
trip to the land of 10,000 lakes. We must 
have honest folks in our department because 
of the lack of whopping fish tales. But then 
those stories leak out gradually. We’ll report 
those later. 


"6" Office 
by R. R. Guthrie 
Vacations top the month’s news. Norman 
Turner traveled to California. Milton Metcalf 
vacationed at home. Wayne Berkland spent 
a week in northern Iowa. James Shepard took 


a short trip to Colorado and reports a cool, 


wet time. - Warren Shuck and his crew 
replaced three of the original connector 
boards. . . . Darrell F. Neeman has bought a 
home and plans to move in sometime this fall. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 


Of special interest in this department were 
the two picnics held at Van Dorn park for the 
operators. The Snack Bar fund furnished the 
fried chicken and all the trimmings! Both 
evenings were just spent eating and eating 
and eating, proof of a wonderful picnic! Elaine 
Krieger won the “outdoor” prize at the first 
picnic and Marilyn Snook won at the second. 
Marilyn must be a lucky girl. On the day she 
was hired as an operator she won $103 on a 
radio program; then in less than a week she 
won the picnic prize. . . . Some people aren’t 
so lucky. Lillian Campbell had the misfortune 
to trip while going down stairs and as a result 
suffered a sprained ankle, injuries to her foot 
and the discomfort of a cast. Lillian Hubbard, 
while enjoying her vacation with her son in 
Houston, slipped on one of her granddaugh- 
ter’s blocks and fell. After she returned home 
it was discovered she had fractured several 
ribs. ... This month most of the vacationers 
just stayed home and relaxed. Doing this 
were Evelyn Harrison, Lillian Baker, Wilma 
Drake, Dorothy Grafton, La Jean Von Dane, 
Joan Giebelhaus, Dorothy Appleman, and 
Jackie Crook. Mary Tice stayed home, too, 
but she helped finish up an almost complete 
remodeling job of her home so there was no 
relaxation for her! Mabel Volpp vacationed in 
Kansas for a week and reports that Nebraska 
is cooler than Kansas! Barbara Miller went to 
Salt Lake City, then to Yellowstone Park. 


Addalene Christian visited with her sister in 
Fargo, and Betty Behm visited relatives in 
Valentine, Grand Island and Ord. ... New 
Things Department—Elaine Hawkins and fam- 
ily are enjoying an outboard motor boat; 
Velda Wickenkamp a new Mercury, Dealva 
Wheeler a new Chevrolet and Doris Hardt a 
new home. (It takes a month or two for us 
to hear some of the news!) . Slip of the 
tongue dept.—After a discussion of girls’ 
hair styles Mary Jane Arthur answered the 
service assistant’s signal with: “This is the 
S.A., Miss Hair speaking!” 


Supply 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


This month it’s Walt Knudson with a brand 
new car. His is rather unusual in that it’s all 
black, so we are now sure they do still make 
black automobile paint... .R. L. Eno, “Dick’”’ 
to us for these past several years while he 
worked part time and attended the University 
of Nebraska, is now a full-fledged engineer at 
the Sandea Corporation in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, a job chosen by him from a long list 
of offers he received at the close of his col- 
lege career. ... We've had three vacationing 
fishermen this past month. Kent Eno isn’t 
saying much about his luck in Minnesota, but 
they had a good time anyway. Ron Cotton 
chose Minnesota also, and Clyde Whittington 
returned to his old favorite spot in Western 
Nebraska. At-home vacations were en- 
joyed by Red Frazier, Bill Hartz, and Ole 
Olson of the motor vehicle section. Mavis 
Brinkman stayed close by her housework for 
a week; June Schessler kept house on a full- 
time basis for a week and enjoyed daily swims 
with her daughter; Dick Grant gained expe- 
rience aS a nursemaid, staying at home with 
his son after tonsillectemy; Jack Tracy went 
swimming with the four young Tracys; and 
Henry Ewerth entertained company from out 
of town. ... Phil Garvey took the long jour- 
ney, Visiting in Connecticut; Bill Knee isn’t 
far behind wtih his trip to Washington, D. C. 
and surrounding area; then follows the Stras- 
sers who helped their youngest granddaughter 
in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio celebrate her first 
birthday. En route Mr. Strasser visited the 
General Cable Company’s manufacturing plant 
in Monticello, Illinois, which was a most inter- 
esting experience. Bill Cotton spent a 
week in Denver, Jake Isley visited in Des 
Moines, and Nelson Liesveld in Storm Lake, 
Iowa. Rudy Trouba hastened to and from 
Illinois for a short visit, than harvested 
his wheat. Harvey Gesch spent a week 


in Chambers, Nebraska, helping a relative in 
his hardware store, and George Fleck visited 
in Kansas. ... Kent Eno is accomplishing an 
envious feat of weight reducing, and at the 
same time permitting his upper lip to become 
covered with one of those sightly (?) things of 
distinction. Anyone have an old fashioned 
moustache cup to loan him? 


2nd Fioor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Vacations seem to have the spotlight this 
issue. Kay Portsche, vice-president’s secre- 
tary, and her husband are going to vacation 
in Michigan during two weeks in July. They 
plan to meet friends from Massachusetts and 
enjoy their company with what presents itself. 
... Reah Churchill, Cafeteria, took a week’s 
vacation in June and had big plans, but in- 
stead her young daughter, Lynn, had scarlet 
fever. So Reah—you gussed it—played nurse. 
...A beautiful sun tan was acquired by 
Marie Hall, Treasurer's Office, during her few 
days of vacation. The only thing Marie really 
worked at was the sun tan and she was 
highly successful. . Then Marcia Watson, 
Cafeteria, took off a few days at the time of 
the marriage of Ann Tunnicliff and her son, 
Bob. From the pictures Marcia showed us, it 
must have been a very pretty affair. ...Mina 
Jorgensen, General Plant, attended the Su- 
preme Session of Daughters of the Nile, which 
was held in Omaha during the week of June 4. 
Mina is a member of the patrol from Lincoln, 
which participated in the drills during the 
entire session. From what Mina told us, it 
must really have been beautiful and colorful. 
... As President of USITA, Merle Hale, vice- 
president, attended an executive committee 
meeting in Chicago. ... Walter Roberts, Per- 
sonnel, the week of June 11 attended a family 
reunion at Park Rapids, Minnesota. Nine sis- 
ters and brothers, their husbands and wives, 
attended the affair and since it was the first 
time they had all been together since the vari- 
ous marriages, it was a real occasion. One of 
Mr. Roberts’ brothers lives in Thailand. So 
they came from near and far. A fishing party 
was one of the highlights for our Mr. Roberts, 
but alas and alack it ended with poor Mr. 
Roberts losing his motor in the lake! The only 
redeeming feature was the fact that the boat 
had a good catch of fish. ... Callers in the 
General Plant Office—Rex Winders and John 
MecKinzie. Could be that vacations, gardens, 
and what-have-you are keeping our callers 
away, but whatever the cause, we are missing 
them. 
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Two oldtime LT&T employees arrived in Lincoln on vacation just in time to sit as guests of 
honor at a meeting of the Retired Employees’ Club. They were Clyde Boyles, once general foreman, 
who retired in 1946, and Walter Thorgrimson, first editor of the News, who left the company to join 
the Bell organization in 1922. Both are now residents of California. The picture shows one of the 
tables set up in the club room at lunch time. Bert Overcash, president of the Club, is in the center 
foreground; clockwise around the table are: Roy M. Cleveland, Walter Thorgrimson, Frank Blockwitz, 
D. C. (Doc) Wilson, C. C. (Doug) Perryman, Clyde Boyles, George Frohlich, Henry M. Zimmerman, W. H, 
Webster, H. J. Soderholm, John Schulling and W. L. Hassler. 
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US HOW To STAY YOU AGAIN / pay 


WERE ALWAYS 


ROAD ! 


yy 
y) 
Gs 


2 


, 


Bruce Sievers, assistant controller, and Lloyd Cleveland, traffic chief 
were invited to accompany the Board of Directors on their recent visit 
to the Lincoln Air Force Base. The chartered bus was scheduled to leave 
the office door at 10:30; and our heroes worked at their desks until 
IDs 25% When they reached the street door they were greeted only by 
Diesel fumes from the departing bus, which left six minutes early, 
Bruce and Lloyd finally ran it.down at the air base, joined the party 
and forgot the car they had used in the pursuit. 


Chief Operators Lela Watson, Beatrice, and Edna 
Pflughaupt, York, toured the Black Hills of South 


Dakota on their joint vacations. As usual, they , 1 Y 

became lost among the winding mountain roads. A SO THATS WHERE YOUVE HELLO! WHATS THE MATIER WITH 
gallant ranger found them and guided them to the BEEN THE PAST MONTH. a THESE PEOPLE-ARE 

main highway. Without any great effort they “WHY DIDN'T YOU TELL AA THEY ALL DEEF ? WHY DON'T YOU 


ME ABOUT THIS 
FLAG POLE 
BUSINESS ? 


promptly got lost again. Hours later the SAME 
ranger peered into their car and demanded, "Are 
you lost AGAIN?" 


YOU CAN TAKE # PICTURE 
iF YOU DON'T LET IT GET 
BACK TO NEBRASKA 
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xonny Cotton answers the telephone 
calls for General Shop. Somehow 
he got the handpieces reversed on 
the two Shop telephones and for 
half a day they were cut off from 
the world. It wasn't Konny's 
fault. He answered every call at 
the top of his voice, but could 
hear nothing but the dial tone. 


A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, 
. a . ; ; got his picture on TV a few nights 
Bob Turner, Lincoln 3 Office, owns a pair of Bermuda ALO. Trouble was that instead of 
shorts but is far too modest to wear them in this showing him as. president-elect of 
part of the country. When Bob announced he was go- the Ad Club, the studio reversed 
ing to take a Florida vacation the boys’ surmised Kits sienure ah: that oF a Toeal 
that he was doing so for the sole purpose of flagpole sitter, and Go got 
initiating his shorts. They may have’ been right, aetna: for seedne Sony salsa 
for when Bob returned he had no more qualms about month on top of a pole. 
exposing his imees. 


DONT BE AFRAID - YOU 
KNOW THE OLD ADAGE, 
“A BARKING DOG 


YEAH, | KNOW THE OLD ADAGE 
AND You KNowW THE OLD 


ADAGE - BUT poES HE KNow 
THE OLD ADAGE ? 


You SAY YOU DONT 
FEEL WELL WHY DONT 
You SEE A 

PSYCHIATRIST ? 


This being our "Dog" issue, we 


YOU KNOW 
'M NOT 
ALLOWED 


present a couple of incidents 


that came to our attention 


ON THE 


while coilecting pictures of 


our furry friends. Being one 
of the few instances where 


facts have been exaggerated on 
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L. W. Cleveland 


Announcement of the appointment of Lloyd W. Cleve- 
land as general traffic superintendent was made July 25 by 
Merle M. Hale, vice president. In his new position Mr. 
Cleveland succeeds Lyle P. Young, who retired August 1 
after nearly a half century of outstanding service to our 
company and the industry. 

Mr. Cleveland comes to his new post fully qualified to 
assume its responsibilities. For the past five years he has 
served as traffic chief and as such has become thoroughly 
versed in all aspects of the department’s operation. His tele- 
phone experience, dating back 22 years, is of a most general 
nature. Moreover, his very childhood was steeped in tele- 
phone lore, for both his parents were employees of LT&T 
at the time of their marriage. Their young son was escorted 
to his first telephone gatherings in a perambulator. 

After attending the University of Nebraska, Mr. Cleve- 
land joined the company in 1934 as salesman in the Lincoln 
commercial department. This was during the Great Depres- 
sion and salesmen was enlisted to beat the byways for added 
revenue of any kind. For a time his compensation was on a 
commission basis, but soon be became a regular employee 
and was assigned to other duties in the department. Shortly 
after his marriage he went to the western district to become 
assistant area commercial manager at York. In 1941 he was 
appointed district clerk at Hastings. Here he worked in asso- 
ciation with L. P. Young, who was then district manager. He 
entered the armed forces in 1943 and served with the Air 
Corps on the Gold Coast and in Northern Africa until his re- 
turn voyage to Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, for officers’ 
training. He had attained the rank of first lieutenant at the 
time of his discharge from military service in 1946, 

Returning to his interrupted telephone career, Mr, Cleve- 
land spent five years as area commercial manager at York 
before his recall to Lincoln to become staff assistant in the 
general commercial department. His appointment as traffic 
chief came in September 1951. 

While at York he was president of the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. Currently he is president of the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Association; a member of the 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce; an officer of the Masonic 
Lodge; a member of the Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter 
and of the sub-committee on toll separations of the U.S.LT.A. 
He is a recent graduate of the Public Utilities Executive 
S-hool of the University of Michigan. 


L. W. Cleveland 


named 


Superintendent 


as 


L. P. Young Retires 


Traftic 


L. P. Young 


The retirement of Lyle P. Young on July 31 brought to a 
close the longest service record among active employees— 
totaling 49 years, three months and three days. The record 
extends without a break to a fateful day in April, 1907 when, 
as a husky 15-year-old, he was introduced to the chores of a 
groundman at the McCool exchange of the York County 
Independent Telephone Company. 


Pole line construction—and indeed most other telephone 
procedures—in those days did not conform to standard speci- 
fications, but rather to the experience and initiative of the 
individual telephone workman. The York company had ex- 
tensive toll line holdings and Mr. Young became an expert in 
their care and maintenance during the next few years. He took 
a turn as assistant foreman for the Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany at Grand Island and had a hand at installing the first 
loading coils to be used in Nebraska on the Kearney-Lexing- 
ton lead in 30-below weather during the winter of 1911. 


He returned to the York company to become manager at 
Bradshaw and was here when the local company was pur- 
chased by LT€&?T in August 1912. He soon was promoted to 
manager at Polk and in October 1917 went to York to be- 
come commercial manager, succeeding J. W. Ramey, who 
had been killed in an automobile accident to become our 


first casualty from this source. 

A new building was erected at York and the exchange cut 
over in mid-January 1921, but Mr. Young was unable to en- 
joy the trim surroundings. He was transferred to Beatrice as 
district traffic chief. In 1922 he was named eastern district 
manager with headquarters at Nebraska City. Four years 
later he went to Hastings to enter a 23-year tenure as western 
district manager. He was appointed general traffic superin- 


tendent in 1949. 

Mr. Young retains his lifelong interest in wild life and 
open spaces and is recognized as an authority on successful 
hunting and fishing techniques. He expects to travel exten- 
sively as the urge and weather dictate, but will maintain 
residence in Lincoln and no doubt will remain in close touch 
with his many friends in the organization. 

He is a charter member of the Frank H. Woods pioneer 
chapter; member of the Masonic Lodge, Scottish Rite and 
Shrine; the Elks; Knights of Pythias and Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce. He is a past state vice president of the Better 
Fishing Association. 
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Switch bay next to door being readied 


is checking equipment. 


Switch bay laid on floor preliminary to raising to 
for move. its side for moving through door. AI Ager (center) 


Second switch bay (Note switch banks in 
top row lowered for clearing door). 


Waverly Office Move Tests Ingenuity of 
Lincoln Switchroom Force 


By John S. Reed 


The Waverly dial central office equipment was moved 
to a new Company-owned CDO building from quarters that 
it had occupied since 1930. This event took place on Satur- 
day night, August 25. The first cut was made at 10:00 p.m, 
and the equipment was moved into the new building by 
12:30 a.m. The central office battery was finally connected 
at 7:30 a.m., nearly 914, hours after the first cut. 


Usually an office move is made with reasonable dispatch, 
once the necessary preparations have been made and all is 
in readiness for the change. During the equipment move, 
all lines are cut and no service is available for the subscribers. 
Hence, it is important to accomplish the change of office 
locations as quickly as possible and avoid a prolonged service 
interruption. 


The Waverly job, however, presented certain difficulties 
that increased the usual time allotted for the move. This was 


Switches laid outside building before moving the bays. 


because, first, the two switch bays in the office were so 
located as to require cutting the interconnecting cables before 
they could be moved outside, and second, an extra row of 
switches on the top of the bays prevented movement 
through the office door with the structures upright. It was 
necessary to remove all the switches and take them outside, 
and then lower the top row of switch banks on the second 
bay (behind the first bay). The first bay was located in 
front of the doorway and had to be shifted to one side. 
The second bay, with the top banks lowered, was turned 
at right angles and moved through the door to a waiting 
truck. The second bay was laid flat on the floor and then 
raised to its side to provide the necessary clearance from the 
door lintel while moving the structure through the door. 
The truck, a commercial vehicle hired for the purpose, had 
an elevating platform which facilitated moving the heavy 
equipment to the new building. 

After the two bays were positioned in their new location, 
all severed cables had to be respliced and the lines cut in on 
the office side of the main frame. The boys worked at top 
speed through the early morning hours to accomplish the all- 
important task of re-establishing service to the Waverly 
subscribers. 

Our congratulations for a good job go to Howard Smith 
and members of his crew selected for the assignment: Robert 
Roth, Richard Bauer, Gene Schrank, Allan Ager, Ralph 
Schweitzer, Jim Story, and Al Campbell. Six men from the 
trucking company assisted in the actual move of the 
switch bays. 

A story on office moves in other parts of the Com- 


5 . ° - . bi 
pany’s territory is scheduled for another issue of the News. 


Sweeps Through the West 


The Western District predominates in the list of new members of 
the Club in this issue. Surely it isn’t accidental. The great surge in- 
merchandising blankets the district and must have originated in the 
cunning mind of someone who is viciously intent on beating the socks off 


his rivals in the Eastern, Southern and Central districts. All of wnich makes 


our sales supervisor Bill Quinn very happy. There’s nothing like a whirl 
of keen competition to uncover prospects and pad the sales figures. Sales 
U leaders still are flying high. The first eight in the list show a net accumula- 


tion of 119 sales for the two-month period. Merle Lohmeier added 19 a 
points for the biggest gain since the last report. 
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AAKKRRRERAR RAND ure) E. J. Kalkwarf, Lincoln ............... 25 Joan Hartley, Lincoln .........--..------- 13 Claud Clary, Jr., Plattsmouth ...... 9 

Dewey Lewis, Lincoln ...............-...- 61 ° a el pela abet sence tis 25 Eldeen Riese, Hastings ......-.---------- 13 E. T. Dougherty, Ecol de Aoadaanel : 
- YY. Dudgeon, Hastings .............. 24 Wm. McOmber, Crete ...-..-------------- 12 Adele Ganzel, Nebr. City ..-.....---- 
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. “a 
fae a Joline Allington Bertha Andersen Olga Andersen Virginia Baker | “ | 
incoln Superior—4 Superior—4 Superior—5 Geneva—4 te “ed 
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J. A. Mason Eva Davis 
Hastings Weeping Water 
40 Years 35 Years 


46 YEARS Laura Douty, Seward. 
A2 YEARS Sophia Windels, Syracuse. 
AQ YEARS J. A. Mason, Hastings. 


39 YEARS A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donald. 
son, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. Letellier, 
Nebraska City. 


38 YEARS WW. O. McOmber, Crete; D. R. 
Smith, Lincoln. 


37 YEARS’ F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Su- 
perior; Hattie Marquardt, York. 


36 YEARS Carolina Iwohn, Clatonia; H. F. 


Service 
Anniversaries 


149 YEARS Beryl Leslie, Fairbury; Ada 
Shipp, York. 


16 YEARS Rose Denson, Nebraska City. 
15 YEARS 4H. E. Olsen, J. R. Shipp, Gladys 


Trumble, Lincoln; Vera Sweetser, Fairbury. 


14 YEARS Helen Adermann, Geneva; Knud 
Arngren, Ferne Burns, M. E. Royce, R. A. 
Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln; W. R. 
Behrns, Wahoo; O. B. Dill, David City; G. E. 
Eggleston, Leta Holscher, Auburn; Jeanne 
Lytton, Fairbury. 


13 YEARS Artis Bowen, Superior; Lillian 
Campbell, F. P. Condos, Lincoln; Audrey 
McKeown, Hastings; Ethel Park, Crete; Ricka 
Schenk, Fairbury; Mary Tackett, Nebraska 
City; Alys White, Beatrice. 

12 YEARS Clara Chambers, Superior; L. J. 
Hanus, David City; Shirley Hess, I. L. Olson, 
Lincoln; Evelyn Menke, Beatrice; Lorraine 
Steckley, Nebraska City; Ferne Wilger, Te- 


L. H. Pierce R. D. Andrews 
Linco!n Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 


Minich, Friend; L. R. Reed, York; H. C. 


Rogers, Auburn; John Scheirman, Geneva. 


9 YEARS E. W. Drewel, E. O. Lytle, L. E. 
Reighard, M. O. Schneider, Lincoln; Mary 
Goracke, Marcella O’Bryan, Beatrice; D. R. 
Joynt, M. L. Pilfold, Hastings. 


8 YEARS J. H. Bauer, Superior; W. E. 


Berkland, G. R. Bossung, W. J. Cotton, Jr., 
L. G. Ellis, I. C. Hellerich, M. E. Nickell, 


R. H. Smith, Berthamae Ward, W. J. Weber, 
R. R. Wendell, Lincoln; J. H. Buck, York; 


John Shipp 


Vera Sweetser 


Ses 2 ae ee nee | 


Gladys Trumble H. E. Olsen Nettie Baker 
Lincoln Lincoln Hastings 
15 Years 15 Years 10 Years 


F. L. McCormick B. T. Hayes 


Staley, Lincoln. cumseh. Ruby Clites, Nebraska City; R. M. Drake, 
35 YEARS Eva Davis, Weeping Water; L. 11 YEARS J.D. Behrns, David City; Claude Hastings: Eva Dunning, H. . agg oe "i ae 
H. Pierce, Lincoln. Clary, Jr., Plattsmouth; Harold Cudaback, Johnson, David City; ag ici eee R. L. Hohnstein Emilie Bleich D. R. McKean F. D. Hamilton Edna K ’ e : 
33 YEARS R. H. Gray, Seward: Edith Matt- G. A. Fleck, Duane Grove, A. L. Higgins, R- E. White, PIC EROR Tere Pies Basle igitph " Hastings Lincoln Nebraska City ain . Ween 
son, Stromsburg; H. M. Studier, Lincoln. C. F. Hutchison, Lincoln; C. J. Novak, Ash- M"& City. ide 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
32 YEARS Lydia Jones, Seward. rene 7 YEARS R&R. H. Berggren, Ashland; Helen 
31 YEARS Myrtle Henli Lj 10 YEARS Nettie Baker, B. T. Hayes, F. L. Cudley, Crete; R. H. Hunzeker, Sutton; F. L. 
, enline, Lincoln. McCormick, D. R. McKean, Hastings; Emilie Kipling. Auburn; B. C. Macholan, G. D. 


30 YEARS R. D. Andrews, B. J. Sievers, Bleich, Fairbury; F. D. Hamilton, R. L.  Murrish, G. L. Sinner, Hastings; E. W. 
M. C. Walker, Vera Wasson, Lincoln; Vey Hohnstein, J. D. Lewis, J. H. Loudenback, Moats, R. R. Schweitzer, Lincoln; Donna 
Warren, Beatrice. R. W. Swanson, H. D. Wart, R. M. White, | Nienaber, Beatrice; Veltha Poggemeyer, M. 
Lie G. E. Damon, Auburn; E, T, Lincoln; Edna Komma, Nebraska City; J. C.D. Sorenson, Wahoo. 
ougherty, J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, G ote; 
A ; oes, ae a ats Darlene Acord, Crete; Irene 
E. Walroth, Lincoln; R. J. Weis, Geneva. a Gary Clifford, Jacqueline Crook, 


28 YEARS = R. J. Connors, W. R. Knee, Lin- John Dittenber, Marguerite Mazuch, La- 


coln; C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings; Katherine Vaushn Reddish, R. J. Turner, Thelma 


Bo 
Owens, Nebraska City; Alex Pauley, York. Wisen, Lincoln; J. W. Landenberger, Friend; 
Bob Lemkau, Anita Williams, Hebron; Mar- 


> < Sesee 


27 YEARS Ruth Fleischmann, V. B. Mus- ; J. C. Minich | ' M 
selman, Lincoln; F. D. Nave, Fairbury: Dora garet Malecha, Beatrice; Mildred Roberts, ” Friend - al ee game one R. W. Swarson R. M. White 
oe ; ; . ‘ -e Wri sceola. oF uburn eneva Lincoin Lincol 
Plessel, Seward. Wymore; Charlotte Wright, Osceola 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years iG Vears 
25 YEARS Hotilda Eurich, Friend; Camilla 5 YEARS P. M. Bailey, Reah Churchill, 
Selzer, David City. C. W. Higgins, R. E. Kennedy, W. A. Wey 
23 YEARS Ruth Rittenhouse. Hebran: D gint, Dorothy Wise, Alise Zalaiskalus, Lin- 
OF. Benth. Beatice, ; coln; Della Bredenkamp, Alice Lind, Hazel Norman Riggins............ Gdmn., Lincoln............ 6-18 Marlene Kennel!l............ Opr., Nebr. City..... ....6-28 
21 YEARS A. L. Ager. Lincol Thomason, York; Cloyd Bucknell, M. K. New Employees C.D: Sail ecceces Janitor, Supply........... 6-19 Patricia Kripal............. Gee Heurenc “o. 7 
; . ‘ , ne a M. C. Walker Welsh, Nebraska City. Ly Ry SIRGUEN A c1ssnarnosese- Janitor, Beatrice. sinseneweiy 7-16 Patricia Lange.............. Si) ee Bo Toc «||, eee 7= 2 
20 YEARS G. T. Henderson, Lincoln: E. Lincoln Lincoln Accounting SI Mile: AV IA aa Eran: NED NY erect 10 Loretta Larson.............. Opr., York........----.-.--+-. 6-25 
We. Neujahi: Swracuse. ee, 30 Years p Traffic Mildred Marchand*...... Opr., Plattsmouth........ 8-13 
P aula Hottovy............... MAGICK. OOF ccsesesevccesenes 8-13 Euni McK c B : 
Betty Scheffert............. OWE cs oc ccecacass Ae Sandra _ Adelson...........- Oi i. VOR eicwcecisaesiecnes 6-25 vie leh amauta lg: BORING wrscessentes 8-20 
Y --Mach. Opr.... ; Patricia O’Hare Opr., Waho 8-14 
Mary Tiangco.............-.- Mochi. “Oot c.casseseiees 7-30 Mary Ahrens*...........-.-- Opr., Superior.........--.. BAW. ees Cane. ia "Wah tee cee 7. 
c . Soria: Bator... 2s: Oh ig YOR Sacssesccvermntads ...8- 7 aa ear iraeease ie pomenmmppiaal sates 
. ommercial M B sa Woh Faye Peperkorn.............Opr., Hebron............. .8- 7 
Marilyn Lang................ Secy., Gen‘’l Com'l..... 6-27 tink t eee pais ab cea sade rgacahae coerce 7-16 Frances Pittman............ Opicg YOU Bin dxiiciicntemenl = 9 
Mary Anne Morrison..Clerk, York......:0-0------ 8- 6 SEES AON cannes sca gg PRODUIT assistant is 7-1 Betty Racek............ _.Opr., Lincoln................6-25 
Sheila Schabacker*...... Teller, Lincoln.........-.- 7-19 Carolyn Bowman.......... Opr., Nebr. City.......... 7-30 Joan Reynolds.............Opr., Fairbury 7% 
i Margaret Buller............ 5) a 6°. eee ean 7-23 Flora: Rover ee Platt at > 7 > 
ee > Ate ant Faye Burgess................. One... EIRCOM, cucowinaiecs 72 yee sae — ay m ei ie 7 
. 2. NUR Alcs anise aehesacinnion Lineman, Lincoln..... ..6-18 Teona Christensen........ ODay VOT Keiscnccccscsonresses 8-20 Bene chroeder... ae Beatrice verre T= 23 
R, E. Blakeney.........0.:5. Gdmn., Lincoln.......... 7-9 Peggy Deprez.......... Opes York 3. 7 Marilyn Shacklett.........Opr., Hastings........... 8- 2 
Blayne R. Dyer....... ......Lineman, Lincoln.... 8-14 Leila Douglas*... ae Opr., Tacumeceh ee a 6-19 Anne Snell....................Opr., Fairbury........ 7-24 
Paul W. Ehlers. fectuacontost Gdmn., Lincoln............ 7-23 D atly. “ERGO ccc. Opr.. Wie ; 8-20 LaVerda Spielman “+: ..Opr., Beatrice..............8-20 
James E. Geist* (P.T.)... Installer-Repairman ..8- 7 ~~ Barbara K. Hall... Gor., Work 7-93 Lorna Thumann.... Opr., Hebron..... 8-13 
COE, Supply Rarhora R. Hall.......... Opr., Genus... 733 Margaret Underwood*.Opr., Hastings............ 8- 7 
L. D. Jablonski.............. Gdmn., Lincoln... Fs “audi Honey ened Opr., Nebr. City..........7-30 
ee rsa vaste sseughactces Gdmn., Lincoln....-......- 6-19 Kaylene Hoffhine......... Opr., Fairbury.............. 6-18 Micaereh “WalieG Pot oe ee 
; ; , Me PORN OTiseccccicccas Gdmn., Beatrice..........6-23 Fern Hohbei e " UNHS sagasses tis’, SUN sees = 
ak oe i ci Hotilda Eurich Camilla Selzer E. Ww. Neujahr G. T. Henderson FL E. Pruitt, 5 | eee Gdmn. Lincoln 6-28 eiode pa ais pie hear ite Peete ee : . Imelda Willms......... «IDts York a ee.” 
incoln ; . : : ' p. Sn Pes csaatone 0-20 Marjorie Jones..... Sthraas fi Laocicomieiaee™ 
Friend David City Syracuse Lincoln W. A. Rapsilber............ Cferk,. LIncolnz.ccsaance 8-20 Freda Keller*............... Oita. SP Riesriacdnsiecee 7-23 *Re-employed 


30 Years 30 Years 25 Years 25 Years 20 Years 20 Years 
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35-Year Ruby for T. C. Woods 


Like the late Republican National Convention, the Monday morning 
“‘quarterback” meeting of July 2 was not entirely occupied with the discus- 
sion of duil figures and business details. An unusual item on the agenda 
was the presentation of a 35-year service pin to President Thomas C. Woods, 
who passed that important milestone the day before. 

As is the case with many another employee, Mr. Woods cannot claim 
all his telephone service as part of his accumulated record. He appeared 
on the payroll of LT&T as Icng ago as March 1912, and at other brief 
periods before his official “birthday” date of July 1, 1921, when he joined 
the organization as attorney. He added the title of vice president in 
October 1931 and succeeded his father, Frank H. Woods, as president of 
the company on March 1, 1946. 

The emblem was presented by Merle M. Hale as the camera recorded 
the scene. Left to right at the table are Paul H. Henson, chief engineer; 
I. J. Devoe, controller: L. P. Young, general traffic superintendent; George 


P. Barney, general plant superintendent: Tyler Ryan, commercial engineer; 
and Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer. 


Softballers Have a Good Season 


The Beatrice team. Front row, left to right: O. Eden, Doyle Fisher, 
Gregg Wasson, mascot, George Wasson, J. Thomas. Standing: E. Schank, 
T. Rogge, Loal Genrich, Ed Jungck, R. Weber, Al Parde. Not in picture: 
Don Gilmore, Dale Weber, Ted Leitschuck. 


LT&T teams trod the softball diamonds at Beatrice and 
Lincoln during the summer months and, as usual, gave a 
good account of themselves. The Beatrice team played in 
the city league where they rang up a respectable record 
of 11 games won to four lost. The Lincoln aggregation 
battled in the fast company of the AA-l league; won six 
games and lost eight, to finish fifth in the league standings. 


The Lincoln team. Front row, left to right: Jim Ehlers, Bob Livingston, 
Bob Leary, Jim Geist, Norman Duer, Weldon Duer, Dale Weaver. Back 
row: Bill Thompson, Jack Hardesty, Mel Faust, Dean Hobson, L. Vermeer, 
Jack Geist, manager. Not in picture: Jim Howat, Bruce Seamark. 


The Pins Begin fo Fall 


The Stromsburg team has represented the west end in league play 
for several years past and usually are to be reckoned with when the 
going gets tough. Left to right: W. P. (Bill) Barry, Al C. Andres, James E. 
Hatfield, Ralph E. Wait and L. C (Smick) Williams. 


The bowling season opened earlier than usual this fall. 
Telephone keglers already are waging lusty battles for pins 
and glory in their several leagues. Three new teams wearing 
LT&T colors opened the season in men’s leagues at Hastings 
and Beatrice and in a girls’ league at York. Men’s teams at 
Stromsburg and Nebraska City have returned to the alleys 
for another shot at their league title. 

Seven telephone teams are listed in a ten-team ladies’ 
league at Lincoln. They took the alleys on Friday, September 
7. About 30 employees are on the roster. League officers 
are Norma Somerheiser, president; Berthamae Ward, vice 
president; Joan Moorberg, sergeant at arms; Esther Baker, 
secretary; and Shirley Heiliger, treasurer. All are members 
of the LT&@&T family. 

The Lincoln men’s league again consists of eight teams 
representing various departments, with 70 employees signed 
as competitors. League officers are Jack Caldwell, president; 
Lee Rising, vice president; and Carl Ahl, secretary-treasurer. 
Teams and captains are: Shop-Supply, Merle Schneider; 
Inside Service, Bob Turner; Accounting, John Backstrom; 
Construction, Norman Duer; Commercial, Joe Hartley; 
Engineers, Chet Harp; Outside Service, Merle Lohmeier; 
and Switchroom, Dick Tejcka, League play began Wednes- 
day, September 5. 
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Finishing Touches To Beatrice and Ashland Buidings 


Day by day the outward appearance of our new buildings at Beatrice 
and Ashland take fuller form and it is not overstating the truth to say 
they are the talk of their respective towns. The stately beauty of the 
Beatrice office (left) emerged as the marquee was hung, the driveway 
completed and the grounds sodded and landscaped. This work was in 
progress when the picture above was taken. Already the finishing touches 
are being applied to the interior and occupancy by the commercial forces 
may not be more than a month away. The Ashland building (right) has 
risen swiftly and its striking lines are now in evidence. This structure 


may well serve as a prototype of things to come if it proves the point 
that medium-sized exchanges can best be served with all facilities on a 
single floor. 

Not pictured is Lincoln’s new 6-Office addition, now approaching com- 
pletion. In the blue print stage are new central offices for Wahoo and 
David City, to set the stage for their proposed conversion to dial operation. 
These are busy times indeed for Bud Eden and his corps of building design 
engineers. 


Growing Pains In "7" Office 


The "7" office, youngest of Lincoln’s chain of exchanges, already has 
used up all the numbers provided in the original installation. A surge of 
1,350 additional subscribers within the past 15 months and the need to 
relieve a growing congestion in the ‘3 office area account for the 
present project of adding 2,000 lines and 3,200 terminals to the new 
exchange. 

Lowell Truxhorn is shown opening boxes in the huge shipment of 
equipment to be used in the exchange addition. The installation is being 
done by local forces under the direction of Hugo Staley and R. J. Roth. 
Sufficient equipment will be in place by December 1 to accommodate num- 
ber changes in the next Lincoln directory. The balance of the installation 
is exnected to be comopleted early next vear. 


Chapter 35 For Lester Pierce 


L. H. Pierce, veteran local testman for Lincoln Plant, thinks the 
35-year pin is prettiest of all and is pleased that his recent service 
birthday entitles him to wear it. In the picture above he is shown receiving 
the emblem from G. P. Barney, general plant superintendent. Grouped 
behind them are R. J. Connors, R. M. Cleveland, M. C. Walker, L. C. 
Hutchison, C. B. Meshier and L. P. Livingston—all old “friends of the 
family.”” Les began his service in 1915 and again in 1920, but it was not 
until 1923 that he entered upon his uninterrupted tour of duty. The aggre- 
gate reached 35 vears on August 26. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 


fit Association in July and August 1956: 


Primary Members: John Hardesty, Account- 
ing, $12.00; Ardith Wohlford, Accounting, 
$5.00; K. J. Boshart, General Commercial, 
$20.00; Nancy Connealy, Lincoln Commercial, 
$5.00; C. A. Eggerss, Lincoln Commercial, 
$5.00; Velma L. Bock, Geneva Commercial, 
$25.00; Mary Wright, Hebron Commercial, 
$32.50; R. E. Kennedy, Engineering, $112.00; 
L. G. Saunders, Engineering, $45.00; C. W. 
Helm, General Plant, $15.00; Virginia Klatt, 
Engineering, $16.00; Alise Zalaiskalns, Ac- 
counting, $20.00; C. E. Lawson, Lincoln Plant, 
$12.00; F. W. Norton, Lincoln Plant, $7.50; 


P. A. Metcalf, Lincoln Plant, $12.50; E. C. 
Kleckner, Lincoln Plant, $468.00; W. K. Eno, 
Supply, $10.00; M. A. Potter, Supply, $12.50; 
W. A. Rosenthal, Supply, $50.95; E. H. Royce, 
Supply, $20.00; H. E. Butler, Ashland Plant, 
$200.15; G. W. Heikes, Beatrice Plant, $5.00; 
Bohumil Docekal, David City Plant, $40.00; 
Addalene Christian, Lincoln Traffic, $10.00; 
Lila Shaw, Lincoln Traffic, $310.45; Marian 
Barnes, Ashland Traffic, $191.55; Iva Borne- 
meier, Ashland Traffic, $25.00; Lydia Kriegs- 
hauser, Seward Traffic, $10.00; Veltha Pogge- 
meyer, Nebraska City Traffic, $164.40; Norma 
Scheidler, Wymore Traffic, $25.00; Myrtle 
Smith, Carleton Traffic, $10.00; Virginia Coon, 
Beatrice Traffic, $12.50; Luetta Bacon, Hast- 
ings Traffic, $70.00; Aletha Bennett, Hastings 
Traffic, $22.85; Rosetta Habben, Hastings 
Traffic, $436.25; Ann Konen, Hastings Traffic, 
$10.00; Helen Rothfuss, Hastings Traffic, $6.00; 
Mary Heser, York Traffic, $6.00; Barbara 
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Ruby, Hastings Traffic, $15.00; W. H. Ames, 
Pensioner, $367.50; D. D. Eckles, Pensioner, 
$20.00; W. L. Eckles, Pensioner, $25.00; N. Mae 
Hunt, Pensioner, $437.50; and C. J. Olson, 
Pensioner, $30.00. 


Dependents: Lincoln: Kenton Braziel, $30.50; 
Mrs. E. D. Pratt, $47.00; Michael Obert, 
$120.90; David Joosten, $80.50; Mrs. D. D. 
Smith, $5.00; Mrs. R. E. Kennedy, $15.00; 
Keith DeVore, $91.30; Mrs. A. M. Geist, $10.00; 
Mrs. Arthur Balderson, $181.20; Mrs. E. M. 
Barney, $10.00; Mrs. C. W. Helm, $424.10; Mrs. 
R. L. Hohnstein, $383.50; Roger Krhounek, 
$206.80; Mrs. M. H. Metcalf, $25.00; Mrs. L. 
M. Miller, $25.00; James Trumble, $15.50; Mrs. 
C. W. Higgins, $10.00: Mrs. J. H. Shepard, 
$128.95; Janet Goldenstein, $10.00; Mrs. J. 
M. Isley, $15.00; Darrell Obert, $21.55; 
Beatrice: Dennis Jurgens, $12.50. Nebraska 
City: Carolyn Jones, $22.50; and David Rich- 
ards, $5.00. Seward: Mrs. Elmer Bean, $8.00. 


tial ringer. 


Tommy Hedges of Hastings Construction and 
one of the “sharpies” in the horseshoe tourna- 
ment, lets fly at the opposite stake with a poten- 


Toiling in our organization are some very talented people. 
From among their number were chosen the members of the 
annual picnic committee. How else could the summer's most 
pleasant day have been selected as the one on which to stage 
the great event? How else could the multitude of worrisome 
problems of this huge assembly be surmounted without a 
visible hitch? 

The thermometer hovered contentedly in the mid-eighties. 
Fleecy clouds drifted lazily across the sky. It was a day that 
called people out of doors. And the merrymakers came in 


droves. 


Loran Powell’s registration comm 


coffee breaks during the whole afternoon as picnickers ap- 
ature carnival drew the 


as enjoyed by all and 


ttee found no time for 


peared in increasing numbers. A mini 
attention of incoming guests and w 
sundry. Jack Geist’s committee on games and races was 
kept busy by a bumper crop of contestants. Many were the 
small fry whose pockets afterwards jingled with coin in 
token of their prowess in the various events. The horseshoes 
rang all afternoon in a hard-fought doubles Poeeaneny _— 
at sundown by the Gillespie Hartley team. Carl Mischnick’s 
prediction of 85 degrees hit the mark on the nose at the 
four o'clock thermometer reading. 7 

The supper hour naturally drew the most participants. 
People marvel at the precision of the serving PO MATIIEECS: New 
faces appear behind the tables every year, but the tried and 
trusty system of filling the plates by assembly line methods 
runs smoother with each successive picnic. The long queues 
scarcely broke stride as they moved toward the serving tables 
and the huge crowd was served in 45 minutes by the clock. 
George Mann, general chairman, announced that the regis- 
tration books had closed with a total of 1,360 for a new 
record attendance. The former mark was 1,206, established 


in 1953. 


Pictured at left, from top: (1) Mrs. F. D. Hamilton tries her skill at 
darts in the miniature carnival. (2) A line of freshly shaven men are judged 
in the shaving contest. (3) The little train chugged along all evening with 
full loads of telephone ioy riders. (4) Sandra Carter and Marla Kutz, 
Lincoln Commercial, are about to have a premeditated accident with 


their skoofers. 


on August Ue 


The menu featured barbecued beef, with beans, potato 
salad, cole slaw, drinks and ice cream bars. Happily, the 
committee had provided viands to assuage the hunger of 1,400 
hearty eaters and there was food aplenty. 

Merle M. Hale, vice president, spoke briefly to welcome 
the company guests; and Guy O. Seaton, former personnel 
director, was called to the microphone to be recognized as 
the “father” of the modern LT&T picnic. The Mystery Per- 
son was revealed to be Charles J. Novak, manager at Ash- 
land, and Grace Hauschild, Accounting, as the one who had 
correctly identified him. Gate prizes, drawn by Georgia 
Smith, went to John Findley, Darrell Neeman, Carl Ahl, 
Arthur Drake and Wilma Wergin. By a turn of fate all were 
from Lincoln, although a goodly portion of the crowd was 
made up of folk from the territory. 

After supper, the usual Bingo game held sway for an hour 
or so. Meanwhile the youngsters and worried parents hied 
to the rides and concessions to make full use of the free 
tickets which had been presented at the registration desk. 
Here another record was broken as 6,642 tickets were con- 
verted into screams and thrills on the various contraptions 
of the Beach midway. 

The general picnic committee was composed of George 
Mann, general chairman: Estella Fought and Ray Baldwin, 
food; Merl Sherman and Dorothea Heckman, serving; Kay 
Johnson and Diane Feldstein, publicity; Lyman Neff, prop- 
erties; Jack Geist, games and races; J. D. Litzenberg and Bill 
Hartz, transportation; Loran Powell, registration; and 
Georgia Smith, prizes. Assisting them were dozens of willing 
workers, all of whom completed their assignments with pro- 
fessional aplomb and skill. We'll take editorial license to ex- 
tend to them the thanks of 1,360 picnickers who had a whale 
of a fine time. The same has been told them by Walter F. 
Roberts, personnel director, the producer of the show. 


_ Pictured at right, from top: (1) Linda Sipes and Nancy Connealy, 
Lincoln Commercial, test the accuracy of Vice President Hale at “Loop the 
Hoop.” (2) Some of the food servers are identified as Jerry Salber, Hattie 
Staley, Chris Lyberis, Don Rutledge and Shirley Plautz. (3) Ralph Connors 
dubs his shot as Joan Thomsen and Art Sharp keep score. (5) The balloon 
race resulted in a mad scramble. 


Happiest person on the 
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Life Membership Certificates 
To 40 Pioneers 


On the afternoon of June 21, 1941 
a meeting was held on the lawn at the 
home of Frank H. Woods at Lincoln. 
Out of the business conducted there, 
came the Frank H. Woods Chapter of 
the Independent Telephone Pioneer 
Association. 

The Association was then 20 years 
old, but the idea of dividing its mem- 
bership into statewide chapters was 
brand new and was conceived by John 
H. Agee, then vice president of the 
national group. Nebraska missed hav- 
ing the first chapter in the land by 
the margin of only one day. California 
had organized their members the day 
before. 


More than 200 employees formed the 
nucleus of the Frank H. Woods Chap- 
ter as charter members. Most of them 
were present that memorable afternoon 
and forty of them recently became 
eligible for life membership in the Asso- 
ciation, This honor is awarded on the 
completion of 15 years membership in 
the Association plus 40 years ACTIVE 
employment in the industry. Certifi- 
cates attesting that these requirements 
have been met were presented by Myra 
Metcalf, Chapter president, to the fol- 
lowing: 

John M. Hobson 
Charles E. Cummings 
Harry B. Gore 

Carl H. Palmquist 
Thomas S. Risser 
Anna M. Seymour 
Arthur S. Keckler 
Carl W. Keester 
Wilson C. Lant 
Charles J. Olson 


Bert R. Overcash 
Margaret Bethscheider 


Ray S. Baldwin 
George P. Barney 
Clyde A. Burge 
Charles Dickenman 
James W. Dudgeon 
Joe H. Hartley 
Charies B. Meshier 
Henry G. Peachman 
Laura E. Douty 
Robert M. Green 
George B. Keith 
Merlie V. Markuson 


Milo Caslasky J. A. McKinzie 
Lyle P. Young L. B. Mapel 
|. J. Devoe Bertha Sharp 


Forrest E. Behm Frances M. Virgil 
Clyde W. Boyles David C. Wilson 
Vern Campbell R. 1. Schouborg 
Huldah Gessner L. E. Hurtz 
Gearge W. Hansen George Woods 


Our Cover 


Nesting high in their leafy bower, 
cablemen Melvin Faust, helper, and Lyle 
Higgins, splicer, present a pretty picture 
of comfort and contentment, It should 
be told, however, that they have been 
toiling in their lofty perch through 
many long hours from dawn to dark, 
testing and pigtailing wires to bring 
telephone communication back to hun- 
dreds of South Lincoln subscribers 
whose service was knocked out during 
a severe summer storm. The cable had 
been burned out in innumerable places 
over a 200-foot section. A new length 
was pulled into place and Lyle and 
Melvin were splicing it into service as 
the picture was taken. 


A salute to the men of Cable, who 
appear as if by magic in the wake of 
the destructive forces of Nature or man. 
Who work best and hardest when emer- 
gencies are most severe. Who toil with 
single purpose through torrid wind or 
wintry gale; in flood, fire or blizzard— 
that telephone messages might go 
through! 


New Writer for Pioneers 


Florence McKie has consented to em- 
bark on a new and important career 
as associate editor for the Retired Tele- 
phone Employees Club. She will solicit 
club members for 
news of their ac! 
tivities, journeys, 
health and progress 
from month to 
month. She suc- 
ceeds W. L. Hass- 
ler, who acted in 
this capacity for the 
past year. 

A background of 
more than 40 years 
association with her constituents should 
be of help in her new undertaking. 
Miss McKie began her telephone work 
at DeWitt as part-time operator during 
her high school days. Later she served 
at the switchboards at Fairbury and 
Lincoln before her retirement in Janu- 
ary 1945. It is hoped that she may 
receive the cooperation of all retired 
employees to assist her in making full 
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Florence McKie 


coverage of their newsworthy activi- 
ties. 
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Newcomers fo News Staff 


The recent promotion of Eunice 
Bailey had one disturbing effect. It 
caused her to give up the job of associ- 
ate editor for Revenue Accounting, a 
task she performed so ably for the past 
two years. The cloud has a silver lining, 
however, for two new associate editors 
have taken up their pens to cover the 
events of this growing section. 


We see them at work on their first 
release in the picture above. Carol 
Goff, at left, will write news of people 
under the supervision of Eunice Bailey 
and Helen Pickard. Sally Grabowski, 
at right, will be scribe for those under 
the tutelage of Clara Jones and Rose 
Carlson. Carol joined the department in 
November 1955 and is a graduate of 
Lincoln Central, where she specialized 
in a journalism curriculum. Sally came 
to us in June 1955 from Lincoln North- 
east, where she likewise developed her 
editorial skill in a journalism course. 
Their first joint effort appears in this 
issue, Its professional quality gives as- 
surance that the news coverage for 
Revenue Accounting is in talented 


hands. 


Good Record 


As of August 15, 1956, a total of 1,388 
LT&?T employees were insured under 
the company’s group insurance plan. 
The aggregate coverage was $5,270,500. 
Thus, more than 80% of the employees 


are now insured. 


Headlines 


Raymond L. Johnson, manager at Cook, 
was slecked president of the Cook Commer- 
cial Club. Meetings were resumed this 
month after having been suspended for 


the summer. 


E. H. Royce To Be Supervisor of Supplies 


John W. Hartz is new Motor Vehicle Supervisor 


J. W. Hartz E. H. Royce 


On August 13 the announcement 
was made by George P. Barney, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, that F. M. 
Strasser, supervisor of supplies, would 
vacate his position November 1 to enter 
retirement. On that date, Mr. Barney 
stated, Ernest H. Royce would become 
supervisor of supplies. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Royce will serve as 
an understudy to Mr. Strasser, ac- 
quainting himself with the voluminous 
responsibilities of his future assignment. 

John W. (Bill) Hartz, automobile 
mechanic, has been promoted to the 
position of motor vehicle supervisor, 
formerly occupied by Mr. Royce. The 
effective date of his change of title 
was August 15. 

The News joins employees generally 
in congratulating Messrs. Royce and 
Hartz on their fine promotions. The 
tale of Mr. Strasser’s career will be 
told at the time of his retirement. 
That of Ernie and Bill is the kind of 
story we like to tell, of men who began 
their service as apprentices and have 
risen in the organization through the 
excellence of their own performance. 

Mr. Royce was born at Bennet and 
moved to Lincoln when he was ten 


years old. He came to us, fresh out of 
business college, as a shopman in Feb- 
ruary 1927. He coursed through a 
gamut of titles as serviceman, shipping 
clerk and warehouseman before his 
transfer to Lincoln Plant as combina- 
tionman in 1932. A year later he 
returned to General Shop and in 1937 
entered the Supply office as clerk. He 
was promoted to senior clerk in 1942 
and to motor vehicle supervisor in 
April 1952. 

He is a member of the Elk’s lodge 
at Lincoln and is currently vice presi- 
dent of the Frank H. Woods Chapter, 
Independent Telephone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Hartz was raised on a farm in 
Southeast Lancaster County and had 
boyhood aspirations to remain a farmer. 
At Hickman High School he was a 
member of the state championship stock 
judging team which placed second in 
the nation in the final competition at 
St. Louis. Later he attended the U. of 
N. College of Agriculture, but found 
that his inclinations now pointed 
toward the mechanical field. He fol- 
lowed the art in various positions be- 
tween Lincoln and the west coast be- 
fore his employment with LT&T as 
automobile mechanic in June 1948. 

Mr. Hartz apportions his leisure time 
xetween square dance activities, boat- 
ing and water skiing. He is leadership 
chairman of the Lincoln Square Dance 
Council, member of the Callers’ Asso- 
ciation and president of the Fun 
Makers square dance club. He and Mrs. 
Hartz also participate actively in the 
Promenaders and _ Forty-Niners folk 
dance groups. 


Blessed Events 


A daughter, Gail Lynn, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Arch Gustafson on July 19. Sidney 
is on leave from Accounting. 

Shane Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. Del- 
vin McCoy, was born July 29. “Dick” is a 
combinationman at Tecumseh. 

Marshall Potter, Jr. arrived July 29. His 
father works in the general repair shop of 
the supply department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lemkau are the 
proud parents of a son, Timothy Robert, 
born August 4. Bob works in the plant de- 


partment at Hebron. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Menze are the proud 
parents of a son, Todd Kenneth, born August 
13. Wayne is a member of Seward Plant. 

A girl, Beverly Jo, was born August 18 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Staley, Wayne is an 
Accounting employee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Carter are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Mary Rayberta, born 
August 19. Gerald is employed in the toll 
equipment department. 
| Allan Gale Sullivan arrived August 26. His 
father, Dee Sullivan, works in the motor 
vehicle repair shop of the supply department. 
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Boating Accident Claims Life 
of Jack Jantze 


Jack L. Jantze, 23, drowned while on 
vacation at Victory Lake, near Fremont, 
on Wednesday, July 25. He was alone 
in a boat when it apparently capsized, 
throwing him into the water. Despite 
intensive search, his body was not re- 
covered until the following Friday 
morning. 

Mr. Jantze was a member of the 
construction department and only two 
months before the lamentable accident 
had received his rating as cable splicer. 
He joined the company as groundman 
in January 1951 and began his splicing 
career as helper in July 1952. A two- 
year term of Naval service ended in May 
1955, when he returned to his position 
as splicer’s helper. He attended the uni- 
versity for three months last fall, re- 
suming full-time employment in early 
December. 

Mr. Jantze’s home town was Milford, 
where his parents and several brothers 
and sisters survive. 


Jean Vybiral Crash Victim 


Jean M. Vybiral, 33, was fatally in- 
jured in a car-train collision at a rail- 
way crossing near Ashland on the night 
of July 25. She was alone in the car at 
the time of the ac- 
cident. 

Miss Vybiral had 
been a member of 
LT&T traffic forces 
for nearly 13 years, 
having entered em- 
ployment in August 
1943 as operator at 
David City. She was 
classified as an in- 
structor at the time 


Jean Vybiral 


of her transfer to Lincoln in June 
1947. In June 1952 she was named serv- 
ice assistant and continued in this posi- 
tion until July 1955 when she requested 
a transfer to Hastings Traffic. Later in 
the year, however, she returned to em- 
ployment at the Lincoln switchboard. 

Funeral services were held at Lin’ 
coln, July 28,with burial at David City 
Cemetery. Survivors include her 
mother, three sisters and a brother, to 
whom the News extends condolences 
on behalf of her many friends within 
the organization. 


Death Calls Marjorie Whiting 


Marjorie J. Whiting, formerly of the 
Lincoln commercial department, died of 
a coronary illness at her home in Lin- 
coln on July 30. The fatal attack came 
without forewarning. 

Mrs. Whiting won many friends in 
her long and varied career as a tele- 
phone employee. Most fondly recalled 
are those years she spent as a PBX oper- 
ator for the Lincoln business office 
where her warm personality was ex- 
tended out over the circuits of her 
switchboard. It often has been said that 
she was the perfect receptionist for 
callers who entered the business office 
through the telephone door. 

Her service record dates far back to 
1915 when she was employed as oper- 
ator at Gresham. Later she transferred 
to York and in February 1917 went to 
Superior as chief operator. She re- 
turned to York as chief operator in 
July 1918 and afterwards worked in the 
commercial office there as clerk and 
cashier. She resigned because of sick- 

ness in 1921. 

In 1934 Mrs. Whiting renewed her 
employment as commercial clerk at 
Lincoln, the last 16 years of her active 
career being spent as PBX operator for 
the department. She retired in July 


1954 and since that time has retained 
her home in Lincoln. Her sister, Myrtle 
M. Pugsley, also is a retired employee 


of the company. 

We'd like to thank our kind tele- 
phone friends for their thoughtful 
acts, offers of assistance, their calls 
and messages. They were so deeply 
appreciated. 

Myrtle and Jay Pugsley 


Bouquets 


The folks at Superior received a_ nice 
letter from a lady in Kansas City thanking 
them for returning an address book which 
had been left in the office public telephone 
booth. 

The operators at Geneva received a box 
of candy and a “‘’thank you’’ letter for at- 
tentive service on long distance calls re- 
porting a death in the family. 

Roy Brendle, Dean Jones and Robert 
Blackford, Lincoln, received a_ resounding 
pat on the back from Lowell Boomer of 
Boomer Printing Company for their work in 
establishing temporary service at the com- 
pany’s new location. 

Employees generally were complimented 
in an advertisement by Gilmour Danielson 
Drug Company in the Lincoln Journal and 
Star. The ad pictured a handset telephone 
with the following copy: “‘We, too, serve 
faithfully and we salute others who 
serve. It’s so commonplace we’re prone to 
overlook its greatness. Yet it knits the world 
into a great pattern of understanding. We 
salute the people in our town who bring us 
telephone service.“ 


Happiness Ahead 


Paula Graham, Plattsmouth Traffic, and 
Robert Petersen were united in marriage June 
25 at the Lutheran Church in Talmage. 


Carolyn Hartz, Lincoln Commercial, be- 
came the bride of Larry Karcher in a cere- 
mony performed July 6 at Trinity Lutheran 
Chapel in Lincoln. 


The marriage of Gwendolynn Albers, Has- 
tings Traffic, and Donald Maul was solem- 
nized July 13 in the St. Michael Church at 
Hastings. 

The wedding of Clarice Fox, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, and Max Siegrist took place August 
3 at Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

Marlene Kassebaum, Hebron Traffic, and 
Hollis Schelbitzki were married August 11 
at the Grace Lutheran Church in Hebron. 

The marriage of Barbara Walker, Account- 
ing, to Rodney Rich took place August 31 
at the Methodist Church in Elm Creek. The 
ceremony was performed by the bride's 
father, Rev. Paul W. Walker. 

Sandra Wertz, Lincoln Commercial, became 
the bride of Sam Carter on September 2 at 
the Havelock Methodist Church in Lincoln. 

Florence Hobelman, Accounting, and 
Joseph Calder exchanged wedding vows Sep- 
tember 9 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Hardy. 

On, August 4, Joan Giebelhaus, Lincoln 
Traffic, became the bride of Eugene Hinkle 
in a ceremony at Ebenezer Congregational 
Church. 

On August 6, Nancy Anderson, Lincoln 
Traffic, became the bride of Victor Hog- 
gins. The ceremony was performed in Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Iowa. 


Accounting 
Cleo Hartman, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerical. 
Florence Hobelman, clerk, Superior Com- 
mercial, to machine operator. 
Betty Thomsen, clerk (P.T.), Ashland 
Commercial, to machine operator. 
Commercial 
Marlene Holsten, teller to service repre’ 
sentative, Lincoln. 
Judith Gilmore, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Lincoln. 
Beverly Rotzin, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 


Beatrice. 
Linda Sipes, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Seay 
> 


Helen Campbell 
Service Assistant 
Lincoln York 


Janice Finley 
Service Assistant 


Promotions - Transfers 


Engineering 
George R. Bossung, draftsman to engi 
neering assistant. 
W. H. Thompson, printing machine oper’ 
ator, Accounting, to draftsman. 


Plant 

A. C. Brunke, splicer, Construction, to 
combinationman, wire chief's department, 
Lincoln. 

W. L. Clymer, groundman, Construction, 
Lincoln to York. 

Calvin DeVore, groundman to lineman, 
Lincoln Construction. 


George Bossung 
Engineering Assistant 
Lincoln 
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Marlys Uhrich 
Service Assistant 
Hastings 


Frank J. Fisher, combinationman to switch- 
man, Beatrice. 

Arthur J. Higgins, janitor to janitor sub- 
foreman, Lincoln. 

James C. Smith, switchman to installer-re- 


pairman COE, Tecumseh. 
Traffic 


Helen Campbell, operator to service as 


sistant, Lincoln. 
Beverly Janice Finley, operator to service 


assistant, York. 

Phyllis McCallum, operator to service as- 
sistant, Hastings. 

Marlys Uhrich, operator to service assistant, 
Hastings. 


Phyllis McCallum 
Service Assistant 
Hastings 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 
Nebraska City Area 
by Norma Jean Dettmer 


Phyllis Ehmke spent her vacation with her 
husband who is stationed in Pennsylvania 
with the Army. Norma Jean Dettmer 
spent a week of her vacation at Chappell 
during the harvest season while her husband 
assisted with the harvest. ... Janice Collins 
and her husband vacationed in the Ozarks. 
. .. Virginia Shield spent part of her vaca- 
tion taking in the sights of Chicago and the 
balance of it getting rested up back at home. 
.. . Helen Eis enjoyed her vacation at home. 
.. . Quite a number of employees and their 
families attended the Company picnic in 
Lincoln. 

Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Don Rutledge, Weeping Water, took a lei- 
surely vacation, spending a few days in Kan- 
sas City, the rest of the time at home.... 
Alice Sharpnack is vacationing, but her 
whereabouts are unknown at this writing. 
We can bet she is having a good time, though. 
... Helen Ofe enjoyed her vacation at home 
relaxing. Helen also has a new title: ‘‘Grand- 
ma.’ Her son Ron and wife, located in El 
Paso, Texas, are the proud parents of a baby 


girl, Kerry Lynn... . Grace Heigl and family 
enjoyed the opening night of the Sidney 
Rodeo. ... Claud Clary is the proud driver 


of a new Company truck. A group of 
friends surprised Mrs. Ernst on her “39th” 
birthday at the Ed Ernst home. A hamburger 
fry and all the trimmings plus birthday cake 
and watermelon, too. A grand time was had 
by all. 
Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


There were vacations in Seward, too! Beata 
Merz, Traffic, spent a few days in Norfolk, 
and the rest of her vacation at home. 
Irene Mailand spent a leisurely vacation at 
home and also helping her sister move... . 
Glaydis Walker had house guests during part 
of her vacation, and then just visited around. 
... Martha Merz visited in Norfolk, then 
went by auto to Denver with her brother and 
family from Washington who were here visit- 
ing her and Beata. On her return home, she 
came via airline to Omaha. It was a terrific 
experience for Merzie, for it was her first 
Plane ride. . .. Wayne Menze of Plant spent 
his vacation in an apron doing household 
duties, and caring for his new son... . Ber- 
niece Mueller (Luebbe), formerly of Com- 
mercial, is the proud mother of a baby boy 
named Dwight Charles. .. . Our congratula- 
tions go to Norma Bender who just recently 
flashed a beautiful diamond on her third 
finger, left hand. , . . Laura Douty is slowly 
improving at her home. She and her sister 
are enjoying their new home which they 
had built and moved into just recently. 


Wahoo Area 
by Mary Beaty and Leona Benal 

Mildred Lanik and husband spent their 
vacation touring through the Black Hills, 
South Dakota, Colorado, and also attended 
the Frontier Days in Cheyenne, Wyoming. . 
Lois Wood spent a week visiting relatives 
in Loup City and Arcadia. . . . Melvin Soren- 
son spent his vacation remodeling and paint- 
ing his home. He recently moved in from 
Omaha, .. ‘The men in the plant depart- 
ment took their families to Scotts Lake on 
a picnic, and a splendid time was had by 
all... . Dewey Olsen and family took in the 
rodeo at Burwell. ‘Rose Marie Meduna 
spent her vacation loafing around home. . 
Henrietta Maly spent a week in Minnesota 


fishing and swimming... . Cake and coffee 
were served for Karen Speckmann, JoAnn 
Bock, Carol Hoy, and Lucille Malousek in 
honor of their birthdays. . .. Recent visitors 
in the office were two former employees, 
Mrs. Mathilda Devin, from Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, and Mrs. Elna Carlson from Portland, 
Oregon. 


Southern District 


Mary Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


Vacations are in full swing here. Dorothy 
Biggerstaff vacationed at home, entertaining 
out-of-town guests. . Mike Carr enjoyed 
a visit from his daughter in Michigan and 
son in the Navy, and also spent some time 
with his mother in Springfield, Mo. . . JoAnn 
Coatney and daughter, Valerie, spent the 
time visiting relatives at Baxter Springs, 
Kansas and Miama, Oklahoma. They also 
visited the Lake of the Ozarks. ... Doris 
Peterson was another visitor at the latter 
place, and in addition spent some time with 
relatives in Mexico, Mo. . The Marcus 
Johnson’s did some fishing and just plain 
loafing with relatives in Sidney, Iowa. Mar- 
cus also made a trip to Denver. ... Roberta 
Rebuck enjoyed a visit with relatives in 
Minden. George Eggleston used one 
week of vacation ‘‘seeing Nebraska first” and 
another week for fishing. . . . Another fish- 
erman was Fenton Kipling at Otter Tail and 
Rose Lake in Minnesota. He came home 
with quite a few little fish and a lot of 
excuses. . Marcelene Behrends was maid 
of honor at a relative’s wedding in June.... 
Among the spectators at the Sidney Rodeo 
were Doris Peterson, JoAnn Coatney, Deloris 
Bolejack and Della Gerdes. . . . Sympathy is 
extended to Elva Remmers on the death of 
her grandmother, Mrs. Mathilda Caspers, who 
was buried July 4. . Jack L. Carr, son of 
S. M. Carr, has been appointed Gunner’s 
Mate of his recruit company at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center. As a recruit 
petty officer he will wear a miniature rat- 
ing insignia as a badge of authority during 
the remainder of his nine weeks of boot 
camp. He was chosen for the position in 
recognition of leadership qualities displayed 
while undergoing recruit training. 


Beatrice Area 
by Pansy Kechely and Frank Fisher 


Vacations seem to be the highlight here. 
Virginia Coon and children visited her 
brother and family in Midland, Texas, and 
while there took a tour through Old Mexico. 

.. Edna Mahloch and family spent ten days 
in Mear Orr, Minn. They fished at Pelican 
Lake with favorable results, and took a ride 
along Lake Superior and through Duluth. 
They visited friends at Rochester who accom- 
panied them to Lake Pelican. Beulah 
Mason tops the fish stories. She, her hus- 
band and two sons vacationed in Canada 
near Vermillion Bay and caught over 200 
fish in six Gays. . Darlene Remmers 
vacationed at home with her husband and 
daughter near Adams. . Another one re- 
laxing at home was Lola Boughtin. She and 
her family made a week-end trip to Man- 
hattan, Kansas. Marcella O’Bryan vis- 
ited her brother and family at Belleflower, 
Calif., and one of the most interesting places 
she saw while there was Disney Land. : 
Ruth McCown and family spent the time with 
her parents at Estes Park, Colo. and enjoyed 
the Rocky Mountain scenery. Dorothy 
Scheele spent most of her vacation with 
her parents near Odell, with a short trip to 
Kansas and Missouri, ... After moving into 
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their newly purchased and remodeled home, 
Dorothy Trauernicht and family went to 
Estes Park, Colo. for some fishing and re- 
laxation. They also visited Lucille Murray, 
a former Beatrice employee who now lives 
at Boulder. Ruth Corter and Hattie 
Elmshaeuser were home vacationers. ere 
Cecilia Havercamp stayed a week with her 
folks near Seneca, Kansas. Week-end 
visitors were Evelyn Menke in Omaha, and 
Vey Warren in Lincoln. Vey spent most of 
her vacation with her father who was con- 
velescing from surgery. Marie Fuller and 
family vacationed in Colorado, sight-seeing 
around Colorado Springs, Pikes Peak and 
other places in the Rockies. . . . Sandra Coon 
accompanied the Older Youth Group of 
the First Christian Church for a Youth Con- 
ference at Estes Park, Colo. . . . Pansy 
Kechely attended a family reunion in Marys- 
ville, Kansas, and Alice Koziol visited friends 
in Kentucky recently. . Quite a number 
from here attended the Company picnic at 
Capitol Beach and reported a good time 
and a fine meal. ... Kathryn Widick cared 
for her grandchildren while her daughter 
was in the hospital with a new son. ... 
Thelma Bitting is convalescing at home after 
surgery. Beverly Rotzin attended her 
son’s wedding in Defiance, Ohio, and an All- 
Star baseball game in Chicago. . .. Donna 
Nienaber and husband vacationed in Min- 
nesota in the vicinity around Watertown, Ot- 
tertail and Minneapolis. .. The Paul Guelkers 
traveled through the Black Hills, and vis- 
ited relatives and friends at various places 
in Wyoming, Montana and Estes Park, Colo. 
. The Don Gilmore family also enjoyed 
a trip through the Black Hills. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Fisher had an interesting trip 
through the Snowy Range in Wyoming and 
around Estes Park, Colo. . Archie Stans- 
bury relaxed at home and also did some 
fishing along the Blue River. ... Loal Gen- 
rich and family took life easy the farmer’s 
way, if you can call it “easy.” ... The John 
Brockmeyers visited relatives in Omaha, and 
the Harlan Gillespies were in attendance at 
the Sidney Rodeo in Iowa. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Leland Hodge are spending their vacation at 
Del Rio, Texas where their son is taking 
jet airplane training. ...An interesting period 
of vacation time was expended at the Demo- 
cratic Convention in Chicago by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted Ray. 
Crete Area 
by Darlene Acord and Loretta MclIlnay 


Betty Steele had a damp but enjoyable 
sojourn to Denver, and also visited friends in 
Dorchester. Incidentally, she is driving a 
brand new Buick. . Darlene Acord and 
family moved into their new home on “Mud 
Hill’? (quoted from the Crete News). Arlene 
Musil and husband motored to Lusk, Wyom- 
ing and through Colorado, visiting friends 
and relatives. ... Lydia McGuire and family 
vacationed at Yellowstone Park, and Lucille 
Petracek and her family visited relatives in 
Chicago. ... At Friend, Hotilda Eurich spent 
her vacation at home, and Mr. and Mrs. E. M. 
Massie are very proud of their first grand- 
child, little Sharon Sue Aksamit. ... At Wil- 
ber, Lavina McElroy reported a delightful 
vacation, most of which was spent at home. 
She and her husband had two days at John- 
son Lake—no fish, but so relaxing... . Base- 
ball enthusiasts Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Brock 
highlighted their vacation with a trip to see 
Kansas City and Cleveland in action. 

Fairbury Area 
by Velda L. Wagner and Betty A. Vaughn 

Emilie Bleich spent ten days with her 
sister and family in South Dakota. or 
Mandane Reid visited her brother and family 
in Goodland, Kansas, and had a day in Den- 
ver, Colo. where she attended an evening 


concert at Denver University. ... Best wishes 
to JoAnn Sabin who plans to be married soon 
and will make her home in Lincoln. 
Norma Knocke went to California to meet 
her husband who is returning from Formosa. 
. Edna Schoenrock and family vacationed 
for two weeks with friends in California. . 
Irene Smalldon enjoyed a family picnic in 
York and a visit with her sister and hus- 
band from California. ... Martha Vculek was 
a home vacationer. Irene James and 
husband svent a weekend trout fishing at 
Glenwood Springs, Colo., and recently were 
in Mason City, Iowa at the races... . Visitors 
in Denver were Jean Bales, and also Beryl 
Leslie who has a sister there. Helen 
DeBord attended the wedding of her son Bob 
in Denver and spent the rest of her vaca- 
tion with her son Frank. ... Kay Hoffhine 
was at the Sidney Rodeo, and Mathilda 
Alphers enjoyed the Company picnic in Lin- 
coln. . . . Movers included Viola Hutchinson 
busily engaged in getting settled in her 
twelve-room house on a farm near Blue 
Springs, and Arleen Holloway and her hus- 
band who have just purchased a house... . 
Another home vacationer was Gerald Caley. 
._. . IT. E. Longdon toured and fished through 
Yellowstone National Park, Lake McDonald 
in Glacier National Park, on to Lake Louise 
in Canada. The trip home was via the Black 


Hills. . . . Charles Kermoade, manager at 
Western, and family enjoyed a vacation in 
the Ozarks. ...A word of advice from Floyd 


Nave and Roger Weber for those who like 
to go around with head up in the air—‘‘Don't.”’ 
While out checking lines and poles, Floyd 
gave the order “Back up” which Roger 
promptly obeyed, and just as promptly backed 
into a ditch which resulted in a call to town 
for help. 
Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 
Our only vacationer during July was Ray- 
mond Bruning, who spent the time visit- 
ing relatives and painting his house. .. . Ruth 
Avery recently visited her sister at Cozad. 
_ . . Willie Williams has a lot of trouble on 
his fishing trios. He invited Vyrl Clark and 
Raymond Bruning on a recent early morn- 
ing trip, and they brought back some nice 
ones while Willie brought back, you guessed 
it, the little ones. He has the same trouble 
when he takes his wife fishing but then he 
doesn’t have to claim his catch. . . . Carl 
Franzen suffered a bit of absentmindedness 
one day when he parked the truck downtown 
and a few minutes later walked back to the 
office before he realized what he had done. 
_. . Humboldt’s Emma Lee DeJonge and hus- 
band, enjoyed open house held by several 
business places in Auburn in July. 
Tecumseh Area 
by Henri Goracke 
This is a great month for vacations and 
other summertime activities. Hilda Ramsey 
enjoyed her vacation by staying at home 
resting and caring for her mother... . Marge 
Cottingham spent hers rushing from one city 
to another and it was impossible to keep 
up with her. . Mary Meister seems to 
prefer the State of Washington, having just 
returned from her second trip there. While 
along the west coast she stopped in to visit 
Ferne Wilger, former Tecumseh chief oper- 
ator, who now lives at Coos Bay, Oregon. 
Heading in a southerly direction, Mary also 
visited relatives in San Francisco. ... Now 
for the family get-togethers—Vera Norvell 
attended a reunion in Auburn; Juanita Waring 
in Columbus, while Vernabelle Mommens and 
Hilda Ramsey were in attendance at their 
respective reunions in Tecumseh. ...We have 
many California visitors—Cecile Morehead en- 
joyed an unexpected visit from her two 
brothers from Long Beach and San Pablo. 
Clara Costello’s sister and son from Sherman 
Oaks stayed with her a week. Bonnie Taylor 
also entertained guests from California, her 
brother and family. Bonnie accompanied them 
to Grant, Iowa to visit her parents... . Henri 
Goracke spent a weekend in the Ozarks. She 
claims it’s a great life—just swimming, water 
skiing and running barefoot. .. . Marge Cot- 
tingham recently spent a couple of days with 


There are two Mary Meisters in Tecumseh 
Traffic, so Mary Inez uses her middle name to 
reduce the confusion. Here, Inez tends the in- 
formation desk in a cozy corner of the operating 
room. 


relatives in Omaha and Council Bluffs, and 
climaxed the brief vacation with a steak fry 
in honor of her son-in-law’s birthday in Ne- 
braska City. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 
Vacations are being enjoyed by many of 
our folks who are traveling to scenic spots 
in various states. Virginia Baker and Maxine 
Stolzenburg have chosen Colorado; Gladys 
Stiers vacationed in Kansas, Colorado and 
Indiana; and Lowell Garrett took off on a 
rush trio to California. Nata Hershey and 
Eita Griffin decided on a restful vacation at 
home, and Leone Jones, chief operator at 
Ohiowa, spent her vacation getting acquainted 
with her new grandson. She also was pretty 
busy making preparations for the wedding 
of her youngest daughter. . . . Candy treats 
were in order for the girls when Ejita Griffin, 
Emma Ebbeka, Barbara Nittler and Gladys 
Hennessey celebrated birthdays. ... Our best 
wishes to Marion Franz, who is proudly wear- 
ing a new diamond... . The girls from the 
commercial and traffic departments enjoyed 
a picnic honoring Darlene Gerard, who re- 
cently resigned. ...An item we cannot over- 
look is the recent visit of a very sweet and 
charming young lady of almost 80 years, our 
former chief operator at Shickley, Madge 
Young, or better known to most as “Ma” 
Young. Her visits are always enjoyed by all. 
Her fine sense of humor and grand per- 
sonality always give us a lift, and we have 
a feeling of regret when she leaves. Our 
best to you always, Madge, and may we all 
see you again very soon. ... We extend our 
sympathy to Eita Griffin in the recent loss 
of her brother, and also to Marion Sinnett 
in the death of her father-in-law. 
Hastings Area 
by Carol Henry 
Vacations are spotlighting this issue and 
Marie Pearson, chief operator, enjoyed what 
should be termed a ‘‘dream” vacation. She, 
accompanied by three Hastings school 
teachers, drove to Miami, Florida, to attend 
the Business & Professional Women’s con- 
vention. En route they visited points of 
interest in Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Florida. Arriving in Miami, they had reser- 
vations at one of the fabulous hotels, living 
like millionaires. An interesting sidelight of 
their stay in Miami was an air flight to 
Havana and a three-day tour of that city, 
including an evening at the Tropicanna night 
club. After returning to Miami, they drove 
to Key West and back through the Ever- 
glades, up the west coast of Florida and 
around the Gulf to New Orleans, where they 
spent a day touring the city. Marie reports 
they especially enjoyed the French Quarters 
in New Orleans. Other points of interest on 
their way home included stops at Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, Natchez and Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. . . . Moreane Alldritt and Luetta 
Bacon should treat us to a fish fry. Moreane, 
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accompanied by a friend from Iowa, spent a 
week’s vacation fishing at Estes Park, Colo- 
rado. Lou svent her vacation between home 
and trips to Johnson Lake, where she did 
some fishing and boating. . Jackie Craig 
spent her time at home, and Barbara McCord 
was busy moving into her new home. , 
We are happy to report that Rosetta Habben 
is recuperating at home from a recent opera- 
tion, and we hope she will be back with us 
very soon. From the commercial de- 
partment we hear that vacationers were 
also traveling to various places of interest. 
Eldeen Riese visited relatives in Colorado and 
Wyoming; Anna Mae Caldwell and family 
enjoyed a vacation in Wyoming; Norma Jean 
Hefnider spent her vacation visiting her sister 
in Omaha; while Francis and Dorothy Darnold 
drove to California for their vacation. 


Hebron Area 
by Mary Wright 
Vacations are the main topic now. Mary 
Bethscheider had a wonderful trip which 
included a tour through Montreal, Quebec, 
Thousand Islands and vicinity. Donna 
Baldwin spent her vacation getting settled 
in her new apartment, and Ramona Kenning 
and husband spent their time working on 
their new home... . Marlene Schelbitzki and 
husband traveled to Wyoming and Colorado 
on their honeymoon. ... Mr. and Mrs. E. H. 
Wellman spent a few days in Colorado visit- 
ing his mother, who is recovering from a 
recent operation. . . . Bob Lemkau spent his 
vacation time at home, getting acquainted 
with his new son, Timmy... . John Brock- 
meyer and Ronald Francis are having a gay 
time. Both have skooters which they ride 
to work. It’s a good thing Johnny’s isn’t any 
smaller. 
Stromsburq Area 
by Betty Beebe 
Recent visitors in our office were District 
Manager Spady, Marvin Pilfold and A. W. 
Holcomb. Albert Andres has been en- 
joying a leisurely vacation at home, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Wait drove to Texas where 
they picked up their daughter, Judy, who 
had been visiting relatives there. . . . Edith 
Mattson, our cashier, also enjoyed a vacation 
at home. 
Superior Area 
by Margaret Hanson 
Donna Gillett, Traffic, is planning to move 
to Manhattan, Kansas, and Florence Hobel- 
man, commercial clerk, recently transferred 
to the accounting department in Lincoln.... 
A coffee was given honoring Betty Wenski, 
who recently resigned. 
Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 
R. H. Hunzeker and family spent a week- 
end at Norfolk which was primarily a fish- 
ing trip. Since we didn’t hear any ‘‘fish 
stories,’ we assume the fishing was not too 
food. » «% Catherine Cassell spent her vaca- 
tion visiting in Denver; Elmer Moorhead and 
family of Clay Center visited in Colorado 
Springs and Fort Laramie, Wyoming; Man- 
ager Phil Eckles of Edgar traveled to Min- 
nesota for some fishing; and Bob Culver 
visited relatives in South Dakota... . Lucyle 
Scheidemann spent a weekend in Fremont 
visiting her sister. . Those attending the 
pienic at Capitol Beach included Mr. and 
Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer, Mr. and Mrs. A. D. 
Cassell, and Mr. and Mrs. Bob Culver and 
boys. 
York Area 
by June Moore 
A number of York folks have been en- 
joying vacations during the past month. 
Adeline Sackschewsky spent a week in Den- 
ver and Colorado Springs; Edna Pflughaupt, 
our chief operator, decided to spend the 
last week of her vacation at home; John 
Eekles, Plant, accompanied by his parents, 
drove to Oregon to visit his sister; Alex 
Pauley and Vance Embrey were lured to 
Minnesota for fishing. . . . Kenny Paro spent 
two weeks with the local National Guard 
at the summer training center in Camp Rip- 
ley, Minnesota... . Leonard Reed spent his 
vacation at home and visiting in Kansas. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 

Our vacation (the writer’s) is over, so back 
we go to writing the news of the various 
departments. The happiest gal we know is 
Mary Pohlenz, who is the proud owner of a 
new house and a new puppy... . To those 
who knew Millie Carey, she now has a son 
born July 21. Vacationers include Asa 
Waters—Canada; Joyce Brown—Wilmington, 
Delaware; Philadelphia; New York City and 
Chesapeake Bay; Merle Sherman—Canada and 
also to National Guard camp in Minnesota; 
Maudie Henderson—Old Mexico, Los Angeles 
and San Diego; Verna Alexander — Cody, 
Wyoming. Our apologies to Marg Whitaker 
Ryne as we neglected to mention her honey- 
moon trip to Lake Okoboji, Iowa. Boyd 
Wedgwood’s plans were undecided as he 
probably stayed home. . , We all had a 
wonderful time at the Company picnic, espe- 
cially going on all the rides. . . . On August 
14, Myrtle Henline, Marla Kutz and Shirley 
Brolliar held a surprise bridal shower for 
Sandy Wertz at Shirley’s home. Sandy re- 
ceived many beautiful gifts and everyone 
had a good time. Dean Hamilton and 
his gals in the directory department are start- 
ing their new directory work in earnest as 
each day brings more orders and more work 
as October 13 draws near. The pet 
turtle in Directory is now eating bugs and 
flies off the girls’ fingers. They think he 
is well trained. On August 28, Clarice 
Siegrist was honoree at a bridal shower given 
by Rose Cecava, Carol Wilson and Ruth 
White at Carol Wilson’s mother’s home. She 
received many beautiful gifts and a good time 
was had by all. . We say good-bye and 
good luck to Ruth White who has resigned 
to become a full-time wife and mother. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Felstein, Associate Editor 

Vacations—the planning and the doing— 
have been keeping almost everyone busy. 
Barb Catron spent a week traveling through 
Yellowstone and the Black Hills. . . . Marg 
Tvrz visited a former roommate in Ft. Col- 
lins, Colorado for a week... . Touring around 
Washington, Oregon, and Northern California 
Provided Dick Spohn with a nice vacation, but 
instead of escaping the heat, he drove right 
into unusually high temperatures for that 
Part of the country. While near Menlo Park, 
California, the Spohns visited retired em- 
Ployee S. F. Bush and his wife. Prettiest part 
of the trip was the Columbia River Drive near 
the Washington-Oregon border. . Harold 
Brady is currently occupied with trying to 
identify the places where the pictures from 
his recent 4,700-mile trip were taken. After 
visiting almost all the northeastern states 
and part of Canada, the Bradys had done 
sO much driving they hardly knew whether 
they were coming or going. On their way 
home they turned off the Pennsylvania Turn- 
pike to stop overnight. In the morning, re- 
freshed and ready for the day’s drive they 
hopped into the car and were on their way. 
The scenery looked somewhat familiar but 
then turnpike driving is usually that way. It 
was a while before they noticed they were 
heading back toward Philadelphia. Harold's 
vote for the prettiest place goes to the Ver- 
mont-New Hampshire section. If that wasn’t 
enough traveling, after his return he at- 
tended a church leadership conference in 
Wisconsin. . From the land of the grass- 
hopper to the land of the mosquito and back 
again comprised the Feldstein vacation. New 
Jersey doesn’t seem to have a monopoly on 
mosquitos this year, but we were pulling them 
down from the ceiling with a vacuum cleaner 
out there. Most beautiful part of the trip 
was blue-green Lake Michigan seen from 
Chicago's Lake Shore Drive and closer. 
Grace Hauschild has been hopping here and 
there visiting friends and relatives. Accom- 


The ladies of York Commercial, from left: 
June M. Moore, cashier; Virginia J. Wall, clerk; 
Kathleen A. Sughrue, clerk. 
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panying her to Nebraska City over the Labor 
Day weekend was Frances Virgil, retired. ... 
Extra Naval training courses took Ardith 
Wohlford’s husband to Wichita Falls, Texas 
for a month, anu th2 whole family went along. 
Her comment: “It’s hotter than Lincoln in 
Texas.” Steaks were sizzling August 16 
for the Accounting Department at Hughes 
Cabin near Seward. With Carl Ahl, Jack 
Geist and Charles Lindgren preparing, the 
food—baked potatoes, tossed salad, and steak 
—was superb. Singing and card-playing added 
to the general merriment. Congratula- 
tions to summer employee, pre-medical stu- 
dent John Douthit on receiving a_ scholar- 
ship award from the University of Nebraska. 
i While shopping at Penney’s recently, 
Martha Dietrich and Esther Juengal were 
giving the skirts careful consideration. Esther 
tried on several and when finally she had 
looked at enough she couldn’t find her own. 
Sure that she had worn one, and finding 
none that she preferred, she was getting a 
bit worried, but finally the two girls dis- 
covered it. The sales clerk had hung it on 
the rack with the others and was patiently 
awaiting a buyer. I. J. Devoe flew to 
Casper, Wyoming as a guest of Governor 
Victor Anderson to attend Governor's Day 
there August 3. The Governors of Iowa, Ne- 
braska and Wyoming were invited with their 
parties. The trip by Army plane took three 
hours and Mr. Devoe, no backseat driver, sat 
with the pilot and compared the aerial map 
they had with what he saw when he looked 
that long way down. Royal reception and 
treatment were awaiting them when they 
landed. Even an Army band was on hand 
at the airport. (They were expecting Elvis 
Presley.) 


Revenue Section 


Sally Grabowski and Carol Goff, 
Associate Editors 


Here I am again; however, it’s not the 
same “I” as it was. In fact, it is now ‘we.’ 
We hone tc be able to keep up Eunice Bailey’s 
good work. Here is a good opportunity ‘to 
congratulate Eunice on her promotion. 
You can certainly tell it has been vacation 
time. Some spent their time off at home 
and some went traveling. No matter how near 
or far they went, it was well enjoyed. 
Blanche Buel spent her vacation moving into 
her new home. “Amid the trials and tribu- 
lations we are. settled now,” comments 
Blanche. It seems the house wasn’t com- 

plete till a couple days after they moved in. 
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. . . Margaret Lucs took a trinv to the Black 
Hills. About the only way Margaret could 
define it was in one word, ‘‘wonderful.” ... 
Mickey Ward took her vacation by way of 
Pasco, Washington, where she visited her 
sister. She then continued to Vancouver and 
on to Yellowstone Park. It seems as though 
she didn’t see enough wild life, outside of 
six bears. . .. When asked for news, all Clara 
Jones had to say was she sure “was glad to 
have all her family back from vacations.” 
... Kay Smith and husband went to Kalama- 
zoo, Michigan. It was Crystal Lake that 
looked like a nice spot for fishing and swim- 
ming so they stayed there a few days. 
While on vacation they decided to rid them- 
selves of some money and invested in a new 
trailer house. Kay is moving to Iowa City 
where her husband will attend Iowa Univer- 
sity. Best wishes to Kay and Dick. ...We 
are glad to have Paula Hottovy back. Paula, 
as you know, has been gone since her mar- 
riage in February. Donelle and Ron 
Cotton took a fishing trip up to Minnesota. 
She came back with a nice sun tan to prove 
it. The fishing was rather poor but Donelle 
was lucky when she pulled in a five-pound 
Northern pike. ... Another to take her va- 
cation was Rose Carlson who had a fabulous 
time in Yellowstone Park, Salt Lake City, 
Las Vegas and the Grand Canyon. She said 
she saw a lot of beautiful country. ... Sally 
Grabowski took a trip to Minneapolis, and 
thought it was just great. She just couldn’t 
make it last long enough. ... In the Order 
Dept. we are happy to have Betty Thomsen 
with us. She transferred here from the Ash- 
land business office. Joyce Smith was 
a stay-at-home and said she had a wonder- 
ful time “just loafing.’ . Louise Jenkins 
and family hit Yellowstone Park, Washington, 
Oregon, California and Colorado. Now that’s 
what we’d call going places. .. . Opal Allison 
spent some of her vacation at her sister’s 
home in McCook and the rest at home. ... 
Lucky Irena Daugulis spent a glorious three 
weeks in Los Angeles. She traveled out by 
train and from her reports it was wonder- 
ful. . . . Lily Malecek spent her rest period 
at home also. . Belva Jean Gleason tra- 
veled to Chicago and Milwaukee. Belva Jean 
and husband are moving to Los Angeles after 
his discharge from the Air Force. We'll all 
miss her a lot and here’s wishing her the 
best of luck. . California is certainly at- 
tractive to Nebraskans. Last month we said 
Good-bye to Doris Henle, who is also going 
to make her home there... . Carol Goff and 
Jolene Davis, plus boy friends, spent a Sun- 
day swimming at the sand pits at South 
Bend. Jerri Morrison reports that her 
sister and family from Puerto Rico were 

here not long ago. Also, Jerri’s twin brother 

was home from the service. Jerri said the 

visit was just grand. ...La Vaugn Reddish 

and husband took a trip to the Black Hills, 

British Columbia, Alberta, Washington and 

Yellowstone Park. Another one who really 

believes in going places, ... Darlene Russell 

is planning on bidding us all farewell Sep- 

tember 14. Darlene is expecting a tiny bundle 

of joy soon, and although we hate to see 

her go, we want to wish her the best of 

everything. ... Many of the girls from Ac- 

counting were seen enjoying themselves at the 

company picnic. Wanda Carmen and Louise 

Jenkins had lots of fun, from all reports. 

Cleo Hartman did all right at playing Bingo; 

brought home a pound of coffee and a pound 

of bacon. When asked what the big 

“bang” was in Clara Jones’ office the other 

day, Kay Smith and Charlotte Walek very 

sheepishly admitted they dropped a drawer 

of stubs and spent most of the afternoon 

putting them back in order. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 
We are always happy to have visitors drop 
in on us. Former emplovees to visit us last 
month were Roy Cleveland who just re- 
turned from a trip to the Ozarks, Frances 
(Harmon) Mortorff from Wisconsin, Guy Ven- 


num from Indiana, Ed Cummings and Jay 
Pugsley. 


Custodian’s Section 


by Paul Radebaufgh 


Bill Schuman, his wife and two. grand- 
children motored to California and vaca- 
tioned by visiting a daughter and family at 
Downey. They also took in the sights at 
Disneyland and other points of interest... .- 
Art Higgins and family traveled to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, to visit a daughter. They also 
traveled through the Ozarks. Art said they 
had a very enjoyable vacation and saw a lot 
of sights. . Lyman Neff and wife vaca- 
tioned in Washington and Oregon, visiting 
their son, daughter and grandchildren. Lyman 
said they had a wonderful time, only the 
weather was a little warm at times. ... Norris 
Schmelitzer helped do some repair work on 
his mother’s farm during his vacation. The 
hail storm on July 15 did considerable dam- 
age to the buildings... . Ed Mohlman spent 
part of his vacation fishing at Columbus and 
reports it was pretty hot to do much fish- 
ing, but he did relax a lot. cae Art Drake 
just stayed home and took it easy on his 
vacation. . . And that’s what your corres- 
pondert did on his vacation—took it easy. 
Spent a week up in the northeastern part of 
the state and was going to do some fishing, 
but it rained every day. 


"A" Office 


by George Albury 


Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Bottorff spent their 
vacation from July 29 to August 12 traveling 
in the eastern part of the country. They vis- 
ited Niagara Falls, Montreal, Quebec, ae 
sylvania and the New England States. Po 
special interest was the game between : 
New York Yankees and the Boston Red Sox a 
Fenway Park, also Changing of the sheen 
at Quebec, Canada. ... Your corresponden 
and family spent the week of August 19 ens 
iting Yellowstone National Park and returne 
home by way of Estes Park. 


"5-7" Office 
by Arleen Swanson 


The E. C. Schrank family vacationed in 
sunny California and were the guests ie 
Gene’s uncle at Napa. . Howard Smi 
visited the Nebraska National Forest near 
Halsey and also did some prairie dog hunt- 
ing in the sand hills... .- Ivan Hellerich a 
joyed a week’s vacation at home. moe Bi 
Minich spent his vacation working in the 
harvest fields at Geneva. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Lowell Tuxhorn vacationed in the Ozarks, 
visiting many places of interest. ...- Your 
correspondent vacationed in the Black Hills. 

- Robert Flowers spent part of his vaca- 
tion fishing at Lake McConaughy and re- 
ports real good luck. He also journeyed fur- 
ther west and visited Scottsbluff. 


Toll Equipment Section 
by JoAnn Gloor 
Art King spent his three weeks of vaca- 


tion at home. His daughter and family from 
Seattle came to visit them, and his two little 
granddaughters kept him busy. ... Dell Gil- 
more spent his vacation resting and taking 
life easy except for a little jaunt down to 
Beatrice and back. .. . Oliver Hoffman and 
family covered a lot of territory on their 
vacation, which included the following places 
of interest: Hell’s Half Acre, the Tetons, Yel- 
lowstone, Cody, Glacier National Park in the 
U.S. and then to Banff, Columbia Ice Fields, 
Jasper, Edmonton and Calgary in Canada. 
Wherever practical, they pitched tent and 
cooked over the open outdoor fireplace. They 
traveled a total of 4,353 miles without tire 
or ear trouble. Had a few near misses in 
traffic, but otherwise it was a grand trip. 
_. . Max Jenkins and family spent two weeks’ 


vacation traveling to Wyoming and Yellow- 
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Cablemen Robert W. Clark and John J. Keogh, 
Hastings Construction, prepare for a conductor 
test at the Ohiowa main frame. 


stone Park and up through Montana, Idaho, 
Washington and stopped at Seattle a couple 
of days. From there they journeyed down 
the coast to Corvallis, Oregon and stayed 
for a counle of days, where they visited the 
House of Mystery. From there to the south- 
east end of the coast to the Redwoods, across 
the Bay Bridge and Golden Bridge to China- 
town in San Francisco. Stopped in Nevada, 
where they lost a little money in the slot 
machines. On their way back home they 
fished in Grand Lake, Colorado, and Mrs. 
Jenkins caught a fine trout. All Max got 
were mosquito bites. . John Loudenback 
spent one week of his vacation with his 
family down in the Ozarks and the other 
week at home resting... . Irv Schneider spent 
his vacation staying at home loafing. .. . 
Ivan Paddack visited his folks at Edgar for 
a day and spent the rest of the week at home 
taking it easy. Henry Peachman and 
wife went to Greeley, Colorado to visit rela- 
tives. While there they did some sightsee- 
ing in Loveland and Snowy Range. They 
went fishing and you might say hiking be- 
cause they had to park their car and walk 
about four miles before they got to Bear 
Lake where they caught some fish. On the 
way home they went to Cuba, Kansas, to see 
Mrs. Peachman’s mother. .. . Ardell Robison 
and wife went to Denver to visit his daugh- 
ter Helen and his little grandson, then to Og- 
den, Utah, and visited his wife’s sister and did 
some Rainbow trout fishing. They had very 
good luck. Altogether they caught 29 fish. 
. . . Frank Norton and wife went to Colo- 
rado Springs, the Royal Gorge, Estes Park, 
Black Hills, and on to Minneapolis. Frank 
seems to have ali the luck if you want to call 
it that. He was about 75 miles from home when 
the transmission burned out of his car. ... 
Lloyd Buckland and family vacationed by 
traveling like many others. They visited a 
friend in Denver and spent a week with 
relatives in Idaho. While there Lloyd tried 
his hand at prospecting again. They went 
to Montana to visit his folks and do some 
fishing, then home through Yellowstone Park. 
... Carl Bender and family went to the Lake 
of the Ozarks in Missouri and took a boat 
ride and went through Stark Cabins Cave. 
... Wally Gake and family had an enjoyable 
vacation. They went to Denver, Colorado 
Springs, and Estes Park and _ stopped at 
Cheyenne, visiting a former LT&T employee, 
Dale Hohnstein, who is now a Civil Service 
Instructor for the Air Force. They stopped 
at Yellowstone where it was 28 degrees. On 
the way back home they went through the 
Black Hills. 


Wire Chief's Section, 21st & L 


by Gerald Miller 


The month of July seems to be the best 
time of the year for vacations, particularly to 
escape the heat and enjoy cool high altitudes. 
Sixteen members of this department enjoyed 
vacations. Some stayed home and _ others 
took to the high roads. . B. D. Pattison 
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motored to Canada. O. A. Nelson vis- 
ited California and other points west. : 
R. W. Slote took in the sights at Denver and 
Colorado Springs. . R. L. Wenzel visited 
Yellowstone Park. . . . Joe Miller spent his 
time at their cabin in Crete.... Where the 
Knudsons went in the new car is not known, 
but it must have been a lot of fun just driv- 
ing the new car... . K. J. Ferguson vaca- 


tioned in a new Ford also. . . . Bob Hawkins 
no doubt spent his time with the family and 
motor boat. ... Art Balderson, John Findley, 


Les Hansen, Wayne Robinette, F. E. Smith, 
Wallace Weber and Gene Kalkwarf report- 
edly caught up on things to be done at home. 

._. Yours truly and family enjoyed a short 
two weeks’ trip to Idaho. . . . Those to take 
vacations in August were: Charles Arnold, 
Elmer Dougherty, Gus Brunke, Allan Behm, 
J. W. Green, Art Higgins, Loy Rhoades, Paul 
Winscot and Bob Wendell. . + We are glad 
to report that Don Smith is back on the 
job and feeling fine after spending some 
time at Vets Hospital for surgery and a week 


at home. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Gloria Ahl 


It seems everyone in this department is 
either leaving or returning from a wonder- 
ful vacation. .. . Jim Howland accompanied 
his daughter and husband to Los Angeles, 
and visited relatives in Colorado on the re- 
turn trip. ... Ray Zimmerman and family 
traveled to Estes Park and saw many other 
interesting sights. . . Dale Weaver and 
Bob Swanson found the Black Hills a lovely 
spot for their vacation. . Jess May and 
Roy Mills spent their vacations at home. 
Roy did manage to play a few games of 
golf. Lloyd Jenkins spent a week of 
his vacation making minor repairs on his 
cabin at South Bend... . Rollie Wart spent 
his vacation erecting a fence in his back 
yard. He also found time to finish his patio. 

Bob Chamberlain Sigs ana in a 
reROt indulged in his favorite sport— 
ee geri Eisenbarth loafed around 
home and patiently waited for Bob's return 
so he could help him stuff the “Big Fish. 
From what we have heard it makes a beauti- 
ful mounting over his fireplace and, we might 
add, a wonderful fish story. . . .Marilyn Os- 
born visited her parents in Campbell, dur- 
ing her vacation... + John Shipp spent his 
ine ation camping out in the Black Hills. 
Vaughn Baum vacationed for a week in Min- 
nesota fishing. .-- - Darlene Griffin and family 
had to postpone their trip to California be- 
cause of illness, but their vacation money was 
invested very wisely in a TV set... . Les 
Livingston spent a wonderful two weeks in 
Minnesota—fishing, swimming and just hav- 


ing a good time. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 

Returning vacationers: Fred Segoviano— 
his own farm with lake front in Minnesota. 
Glen McCown—Iowa and a garage building 
project. Jim Weaver—Texas, the only place 
here Big Jim says there’s room _to move 
his feet without knocking something over. 
Incidentally, if you see Jim limping, it’s prob- 
ably sock trouble. The heel of a size 12, 
the largest usually available, hits Jim s 14% Ss 
right under the instep. Don Neill—Maine vis- 
itors, 56 hours. Ruth Gekas—Toronto, in a 
sw. Chevy; uneventful, unlike other trips 
in old “One Way,” the car with the tired 
rear gear. Orville Spencer—Dry Lake Ontario, 
minus a pair of child’s sandals left stuck 
in soft asphalt; pulling a trailer loaded with 
four suitcases, an outboard, a refrigerator 
full of fish, utensils, a pawed-over box of 
groceries, fishing tackle, lepidopteral para- 
phernalia, miscellanea, and, to quote Orville, 
“several boxes of other crud.” Next year, 
where do you suppose Orville plans to go 
on vacation? You guessed it. Great Slave 
Lake. Clarence Schleufer—Yellowstone. Ken 


Versaw—painting his house. Paul Henson— 
Colorado. Paul was golfing. The family went 
along for the walk. All except little Susan 
who was pressed into service as caddy. The 
family got tired of walking in the rough and 
wanted to go back to the club house. “You 
go ahead,’ Paul instructed. He teed his ball 
and looked up to find Betty and the chil- 
dren walking down the middle of the fairway. 
“Fore!” he shouted, waving them off to the 
side. They took refuge in a shelter house 
far out in the rough. “I might have hit one 
of them out there in the fairway,’ muttered 
Paul, giving the ball a lusty swipe. ‘What 
a drive,’ he thought as his eye followed the 
pellet’s majestic flight. His jaw dropped as 
he saw the ball break sharply to the right 
and disappear into the shelter house where 
he heard it ricocheting around the walls 
amid the screams of the family, who dived 
for the safety of the fairway. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Kreiger, Associate Editor 

We want to take this opportunity to con- 
gratulate L. W. Cleveland, who recently suc- 
ceeded L. P. Young as general traffic super- 
intendent. We welcome him and wish him 
success in his new position. August 
seemed to be quite the vacation month for 
this department. Rae Ellen Grannis spent 
hers in Illinois and Minnesota. She went with 
her family, which we know made her vaca- 
tion even more enjoyable. . Wonderful 
sights and excitement! This seemed to be 
Lola Hetherington’s definition of Yellowstone 
National Park and Jackson Hole area in 
Wyoming. At Yellowstone, she had an excit- 
ing time trying to feed the bears. Both places 
were of great interest to her and we are 
Sure she had a gay vacation. ... Mr. Cleve- 
land and his family went to Allens Park, 
Colorado, where they had a most exciting 
and relaxing time. . . . If you are in doubt 
where to spend your vacation this year or 
next, these people can give a few helpful 
hints as to where there is fun, excitement, 
etc. . . . Have you heard or watched the 
television program entitled ‘‘What’s Your An- 
Swer?” It is quite an exciting show and 
Jackie Schizas will vouch for that. She 
recently was called by this program and won 
a prize for answering some questions in re- 
gard to movies and television. She was really 
surprised by it all. ... Joan Marting’s father- 
in-law recently had his 50th anniversary in 
the ministry. Something of which any one 
of us would be proud... . Jackie Schizas and 
“yours truly,” combined with several of the 
girls from the commercial department had 
a “hamburger fry.” It was a well-spent eve- 
ning to which all will agree. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Rexine Bretta, Associate Editor 

The TV set in the operator’s lounge is 
either a Republican or the political conven- 
tions caused it to have a nervous breakdown. 
After Eisenhower’s acceptance speech Mabel 
Volpp turned the set off. The voice stopped 
but the picture kept right on televising! And 
it didn’t stop until the plug was pulled! 
. . . Radios cause trouble too! Dealva Wheeler 
wanted to listen to an early Sunday morning 
broadcast because Lois Meyers was going to 
sing. Finding the radio out of order, she went 
out to use the car radio. Unable to make it 
work, her husband came to her assistance and 
there they sat enjoying the program. Things 
were fine until a neighbor came out to mow 
the grass and Dealva was faced with the 
little problem of how to get back into the 
house clad only in her pajamas! ... During 
their vacations Cecile Simons visited her 
sister in Omaha; Shirley Snyder visited her 
sister in Kansas; Elaine Hawkins went fish- 
ing in Minnesota; Wilma Wergin went to 
Wyoming and Colorado; Ruth Foster toured 
the Black Hills; Laverne Braun visited her 
brother in Oregon and Dorothy Keller jour- 


neyed to Yellowstone and Glacier National 
Parks. ... Joan Hinkle was honored at a pre- 
nuptial shower given by Virginia Tidd and 
Helen Heiser. ... Betty Nelson was hostess 
at a Pink and Blue shower for Kenny Perry; 
then Hazel Nichols, Evelyn Harrison and 
Helen Krieger were hostesses at the same 
kind of a shower for Betty Nelson. .. . It 
was just a rumor we heard, but did you 
know that Della Wilcox in a mad dash to get 
home wore her headset as far, at least. as 
the elevator? Beverly McGonegal and 
Dealva Wheeler and their respective families 
were involved in separate auto accidents. 
Beverly was in an accident near Lincoln and 
Dealva was en route home from Arkansas 
and was hospitalized in Kansas City. ... The 
squirrels have been giving Hazel Neman a 
bad time! They pit the peaches and shell 
the walnuts all over her sidewalks and make 
such a mess that Hazel has been kept busy 
dashing out to pick up the refuse every few 
minutes. She kept the refuse in a basket on 
the porch until the smart little squirrels 
started emptying the basket as fast as she 
would fill it! Hazel should take up shoot- 
ing instead of fishing. . . . Why operators 
turn grey—Pat Freeman spent ten minutes 
looking for the number of the Eapp Beauty 
Shop and then the subscriber Said she was 
sorry, but she just realized it wasn’t the 
name of the beauty shop after all but her 
abbreviation for evening appointment! 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 

At the regular meeting of the Retired Tele- 
phone Employees Club held July 19, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected to serve for 
the ensuing year. Bert R. Overcash, re- 
elected chairman: Bert Huddleston, assistant 
chairman; and Ethel M. Prescott, secretary. 
This Meeting, and that of August 16, were 
well attended, considering the heat and 
the out-of-town wanderers. . - - Mary M. 
Carroll enjoyed a recent visit from her 
daughter and two granddaughters from Grant. 


Early in fhe Morn 


Cecil F. (Cy) Hutchison, rolled out of bed at 
3:00 A.M. on August 18 to descend to the nether 
depths of a manhole to ply his trade. Street 
repairmen had cut away the protecting cover of 
asphalt around the manhole and gq 21-inch 
rain drained into the inviting hole. An ancient 
puncture in a splice completed the havoc. A 
200-foot section of cable had to be pulled in 
to replace the water-soaked length. Service was 
interrupted for several hours to the Cornhusker 
Hotel switchboard and several hundred downtown 


telephones. 
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. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur S. Keckler have 
returned from a ten-day visit with their 
daughter Marian—also Mr. Keckler’s brother, 
in Shelby, Ohio. .. Florence McKie visited 
her sisters in Scottsbluff and Kimball. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. L. S. McNabb, of Yuba City, 
California, were visitors at the home of his 
Sister, Bertha M. Sharp at Lincoln. Mrs. 
Sharp is a former chief operator at Fair- 
bury, Beatrice, Crab Orchard, etc. . . . Ruth 
M. Koukal, of Omaha, has returned from a 
delightful journey to Denver, Colorado. She 
is a former operator at Plattsmouth.... On 
August 11, Mr. and Mrs. Wilson C. Lant, of 
Nebraska City, observed their golden anni- 
versary. Mr. Lant worked in the Lincoln 
plant department at the time of his marriage. 


Supply 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Frank Condos vacationed in Denver visit- 
ing his son Frank M., and getting acquainted 
with his new granddaughter. Frank M., who 
worked part time in Supply and District 
Plant while studying engineering at the Uni- 
versity, is now with the Martin Bomber plant 
in Denver and is working on guided missiles. 
Dean Hobson, Charley Riedel, Lowell 
Johnson, Mavis Brinkman, and Duane Grove 
all decided that home was the place for their 
vacation time this year, just resting and tak- 
Ing it as easy as possible. .. . John Dittenber 
took on a real job, reconditioning and re- 
modeling a house which he Purchased and 
moved to his vacant lot. He has the job 
Just about done and will soon be changing 
from a renter to a home owner. . Bob 
Donaldson started for a trip to the western 
part of the state but his jeep broke down so 
he came home and busied himself Paintin 
and remodeling his house. s Art Sharp 
traveled by plane to Indianapolis, Chicars. 
and Minneapolis. ... Colorado trips were the 
choice of Sammy Lawrence, Bill Cotton, and 
Russell Cochennet. . - June Schessler en 
jJoyed the beauty of the Ozarks, ‘and Mary 
Wynn saw the Sights in Chicago. ... Richard 
Howey came home with 50 pounds of Min- 
nesota fish. Welton Grant and Ralph Culver 
aren t reporting such good luck but did 
enjoy their Minnesota outings nevertheless 
- John Litzenberg’s son is back from a 
tour of duty in Alaska, so John vacationed at 
home with him, then drove him to his new 
assignment at the Great Lakes station in Chi- 
cago. . . Charley Hansen, who only last 
winter bought his first car and learned to 
drive, went to Denver via Kansas City, then 
on to the mountains. He thinks he will get 
a little more practice before driving in the 
mountains again. Dee Sullivan stayed 
home for his two weeks to keep house while 
his wife recuperates from her hospital trip. 
Their new son was not able to be brought 
home with his mother, but Dee was hoping 
each day that he could bring the baby home 
before the vacation time was over. ... Lester 
Ellis toured the Black Hills and visited rela- 
tives in South Dakota... . While Don Bauer’s 
brother was home on leave from the Marines 
they drove to Fort Wayne, Indiana to visit 
their sister. . . . Russell Rauch attended his 
son’s graduation exercises at the Great Lakes 
training station and brought Bob home for 
a furlough before his next assignment at 
Naval Air Base at Beeville, Texas... . Axel 
Berglund gained complete relaxation with 
mineral baths at Excelsior Springs, Missouri. 
Jim Brendle recommends that anyone 


who hasn't seen the Pioneer Village at Mi 


at Minden 
should do so. . . . Bob Baer’s parents from 


St. Petersburg, Florida visited in Lincoln dur- 
ing Bob’s vacation. . Jerry Schrepf was 
thrilled with the personal appearance of Jean- 
nette McDonald in the stage play “The King 
and I” which he saw in Kansas Sy | We'll 
be missing our part-time students who have 
been helping us out this summer. Roger 
Krhounek wiil be returning to the University 
of Nebraska, and Howard Sieler will be enter- 
Ing veterinarian school in Kansas to com- 
plete another four years of training. 


1 CAN'T BEAR 
To WATCH HIM 


leon Rezny, Wilber, and Don Norton, 
Fremont lake for a trial at water 
piloted the motor boat, swears that whenever he looked 
back, all he could see of Don was arms and legs, flying 
in all directions in a great pillar of water. 


Crete, went toa 
skiing. Leon, who 


Paul Henson played a round of golf on his Colorado vacation. 
Betty, his wife, and daughters, Susan and Beth, accompanied 
him for a few holes but got tired walking in the rough and 
headed back toward the club house. Paul looked up from the 
tee to find them walking straight dow the fairway. He 
called to them to go into a shelter house off to the side so 
they would be safe from his booming drive. As they dis- 
appeared indoors Paul swung mightily at the ball, hitting it 
on the shank of the club. It described a sharp breaking arc 
and sped straight into the door of the refuge, bounced off 
two walls and struck little Beth in the chest. 


i WONDER IF 
THE FURNACE 15 
UNRAVELING 


iTS CONFUSING | 


Lost in the 

courts of 

his own 

castle was 

Clyde Burge 

who couldn't find his way 
out of the basement of the 
new Beatrice building 
while on inspection tour 
the other day. 


MAYBE | SHOULD PUT 


| OUGHT TO HIT THIS ONE OVER HERE 


SOMETHING 


Art Higgins, Lincoln Plant, was 
running his fish tape up from a 
basement on an inside move the 
other day. After pushing in 20 
feet or more, he began to won- 
der why it hit no. obstruction. 


Twice during recent 
weeks Dick Wakeman has 
been escorted away from 
the big mirror at the 
corner of the general 


On AMVeStI EA TIRE ne found” she office building when he 
tape had come out a bathroom was found rearranring 
register and the lady of the his locks to protect s 
house was reeling it up as fast. srowing thin spot from 


as Art waS paying it out. 


wind and weather. 


‘matter? 


P. A. Metcalf, night custodian, was 
operating the elevator on his 
rounds at 15th and M. The elevator 
was padded, as it always is at 
night, by a curtain hung from the 
ceiling. Under the curtain is a 
telephone and a stool. Metcalf was 
bent over, fumbling for the stool, 
when he accidentally knocked the 
telephone from its cradle. It is a 
direct connection to the switch- 
board and an operator came in on 
the line demanding, "What's the 
Are you all right?" The 
voice penetrated the padding almost 
in Metcalf's ear. He nearly tore 
the elevator apart getting out 
of there. 


| GUESS IT ISN'T 
IN THE CARDS FOR 
Mé TO GET A 
BATH 


The first night 
in her new home, 
Blanche Buel, 
Accounting, had 
to forego her bath when she found 
the tub was not’ connected to the 
sewer. Next night she remembered 
the basement shower, but when she 
turned it on, water sprayed all 
over the walls and ceiling. The 
shower head was installed upside 
down. Poor Blanche was ready to 
move back to her old home with 
its trusty facilities. 


THAT WILL COST 
YOU $5,00 PER 
MONTH AND 
THERE'S A $4.00 
INSTALLATION 
CHARGE. 


A misdirected young lady appeared 
in the Lincoln business office to 
apply for a job. She was greeted 
by Mary Ellen Hansen, who assumed 
she wanted to apply for telephone 
service. With her usual efficiency 
Mary Ellen began filling in the 
regular form, shooting questions 
and writing answers, and finally 
said, "Sign here and we'll bill 
you later." By this time the poor 
applicant was in a state of panic. 


OST CARD 
Caruk Kadel, 
ge cies th 


Paul Radebaugh received 
this post card from Lyman 
Neff while the latter was 
on vacation. Lyman must 
have thought the state 
was named for hin. 


BUT DONT YOU UNDERSTAND ? 
| JUST FORGOT IT ! 


all agog when word got 
around that Herb Velte had 


left Falls City so fast 
that the hotel had to mail 
his suitcase to him. The 
News flies to Herb's de- 
fense. Our investigation 
proves it was only a case 
of forgetfulmess. 


LOOK BUD-! KNOW ALL ABOUT 
THE WEATHER . SUPPOSE YOU LET 
ME TALK TO THE TELEPHONE 
MAN THAT’S 

FIXING YOUR 


Eldon Drewel, Lincoln Plant, 
needed to get in touch with 
Ronny Hibbert. He got the 
number of the telephone’ on 
which Ronny was working. 
But all he could get, when 
he dialed the number, was a 
pleasant conversation from a 
man who insisted on talking 
about temperatures, highs, 
lows and chances of rain. 
"He didn't give me a chance 
to talk," Eldon said, "but 
kept harping about the 
weather." Eldon didn't lnow 
he was connected with the 
electronic secretary which 
reports the weather at the 
Air Base. 


Boxer 


- “Boots” is a three-year-old Cocker 
Spaniel who makes his home with 
Emilie Bleich of Fairbury Traffic. 
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‘Eight - year - old 


“Linde” %§ 
Springer Spaniel who hails from the 
nousehold of Dan Smith, district wire 
chief, Beatrice. 


enelope’’ is a blonde Cocker 
Spaniel who watches over Mr. and 
Mrs. Dewey Olsen, of Wahoo. 
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Basset Hound Cairn Terrier 


Vent | 


A few months ago the News, through its associate editors, asked for 
pictures of the canine members of telephone households to illustrate an 
article on the origin of various breeds of dogs. The response was above 
expectations. Many more pictures were received than could possibly be 
used in the story, which appeared in the July 1956 issue. In fact, there 
were enough pictures for two articles and that’s the reason we go “doggy” 
again this month. The Gaines Dog Research Bureau is the authority for 
the information given here on the care and training of the new family 
member. We think it will prove of value to those employees whose dogs 
have a tendency towards “rugged individualism.” 


Until he has been taught to act, no dog can understand 
the difference between good conduct and bad. When you 
admire that “smart dog” of the neighbor’s, remember that 
the dog’s owner has taken time to do some training. You 
can do the same for your net. Your dog is eager to please 
you. You are the one he looks to for words of praise and a 
caress, and these are your two most important implements 
in training. 

Simple, basic training can start at an early age but 
don’t try any serious training until the pup is about four 
months old. A younger pup is busy enough just growing up 
and learning to be house trained. But even the tiny puppy 
can learn his name, one of the first steps in training. He can 
begin learning to come when he is called, and become 
familiar with the command “No” which will probably be 
the most important lesson in his life. 

Teach the puppy his name simply by using it. Attract 
his attention, calling him by name without making other 
distracting remarks. When he looks at you, repeat his name, 
adding “Come” as you pat your leg or the floor, or set down 
his dinner. A rewarding petting or a tidbit will go a long 
way toward instilling obedience to the command “Come.” 

When he starts to chew on a forbidden article, a gentle 
but firm “No” as you take it from him will carry the 
meaning of the word. Never slap or whip a small puppy. 
It will only make him timid or hand-shy. Teasing a puppy 
is very liable to make him mean in disposition and possibly 
vicious. Be patient and gentle, and as he grows older add 
firmness to your training. 

For commands use the same simple, short words. Long 
sentences will only confuse him. Your puppy can learn 
much just from the tone of your voice. Your voice can caress 
him, or it can punish him by using a stern, scolding tone. 
When he obeys, or tries to obey, give him plenty of praise. 
When you are sure he understands what you want him to 
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Weimaraner 


Gladys McGuire, daughter of 
Lydia McGuire, Crete Traffic, holds 
“Buzzers By Hand,” a_ bottle-fed 
Beagle male at left, and ‘‘Warfield 
Buzzy Boy,’ a_ pedigreed Beagle 
male at right. 


Enjoying middle age of nine years 
is the toy Cairn Terrier of Thelma 
Spellman, Lincoln Cafeteria. 


eb 


Here are three of the fine Springer 
Spaniels in the kennel of Ed Piper, 
Wahoo. Since 1937 Ed has raised 
and trained hunting dogs as a hobby 
and finds the English Springer to be 
nis choice for ducks, pheasants and 
rabbits. He has entered his dogs 
in many field trials with fair suc- 
cess. His “Blondies Bing’’ placed 
no worse than fourth in 33 of 37 
trials, which is some sort of a record 
in itself. 


We’re pleased to meet ‘’Scooter,” 
who puts a lot of zest into living at 
the home of Clyde Burge, district 
manager, Beatrice. 


Tommy Clark, son of Otis Clark 
of Lincoln Toll Equipment, poses 
with his four-month-old registered 
Golden Retriever “Herzog Von 
Rhine.” 


This is ‘‘Linda,’’ the one with the 
Toni. She is the proud possession 
of Ethel Daharsh, chief operator at 
Wahoo. 


ge ere “ 
Soh sae a 
2 So" age. 


RES ee 


“Buster” is a very young and 
ambitious Rat Terrier owned by 
Emily Sladky of Wahoo Traffic. 


™ 


“Rusty,’’ four-year-old registered 
Cocker Spaniel, is ready for his 
driver's license. With him is his pal 
and owner, Ronnie, son of Paul 
Radebaugh of Lincoln Custodial. 
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do and is willfully disobedient, a stern voice and a slap on 
the rump is enough punishment. 

One person in the family should undertake the training, 
especially during the early stages, and the lessons should 
take place where there is no chance of distractions, including 
other members of the family. Once a dog learns basic obedi- 
ence, he will learn to pay attention to all the members of 
the family. Older dogs, with no previous training, can be 
started in the same way and can more quickly be given 
advanced training. 

Plan on a convenient time for a daily training period 
and stick to it. Ten minutes or so a day, or, if possible, 
twice a day, is a long enough period for a training lesson. 
In a week you'll see great improvement; in a month you'll 
have your dog so well behaved that you will take pride in 
your shared accomplishments. 

Your dog will learn to come when called quite easily 
indoors, but outdoors it usually takes a more persistent 
effort. Attach a 20-foot light line to his collar and let him 
run around dragging it for a while. Pick up the end when 
he is some distance from you and call his name, followed by 
“Come.” He may come to you immediately, whereupon you 
pet and praise him. If he doesn’t respond, lean down, repeat- 
ing the command as you guide him towards you with the 
rope. After a series of repeated lessons, he’ll come readily 
whenever you use the command. 

Now he must learn to respond to ‘“‘Come” when he is off 
the rope. Find an area where he can run about freely and 
after a short time call him to “Come.” Always show him how 
pleased you are when he obeys. 

Some day there may be a distraction of some kind that 
takes him in the other direction, heedless to your call. 
That’s when you needa the firm, sharp tone to let him know 
you expect obedience. Be insistent. If he continues to play 
deaf, turn and start to go away from him. This will usually 
make him pause. Turn around and call again, stooping and 
extending your hand. When he does respond, no matter 
if it’s taken quite a while to get your way, pet him. 

If you scold or punish him after he comes to you, it will 
take that much longer to get obedience the next time. But 
perhaps this hasn’t worked. Then you must go to him. Walk 
quietly. Don’t run or he’ll think it is a merry game of tag. 
Keep going; eventually you’ll get your hands on him. When 
you do, be sternly reproving. Give a smart slap on the 
rump, attach his leash or rope, go back where you started to 
call him and repeat the lesson. Never, at any time, call your 
dog to you to scold or punish him. Always go to him if a 
scolding is in order. 

If you have ever had a dog pull you nearly off your feet 
you know how important it is to teach him to “heel” or, 
in other words, walk nicely on the leash at your side without 
leaning into his collar and dragging you, instead of being 
led. A dog trained to “heel” makes your walk a pleasure 
instead of a lugging contest. Some day it may even save his 
life when he’s off his leash and you call him to heel at a 
busy road crossing, instead of watching him bound heed- 
lessly ahead in front of a truck. 

A dog that is trained to ‘sit’ on command and stay there 
is a joy. This is a very useful lesson throughout his life and 
one that is easy to teach. Put your pup on his leash, take 
a short hold close to his collar with your left hand holding 
up his head and, as you push down on his hindquarters with 
your other hand, repeat the word “Sit.” He’ll soon get the 
idea. It will take repeated lessons before he will sit for any 
length of time. Be persistent and patient. Some day he’ll 
sit for as long as you wish, until you tell him it’s “alright” 
to get up. When he has learned to follow the command well 
on leash, carry it through without the leash. 

“No,” the word that became familiar in his puppy days, 
has now become very useful in his basic obedience training. 
How can “No” be useful? In a hundred ways all through 
his life. It can mean anything from staying off the couch 
in the living room to stopping him from barking continu- 
ously without apparent cause. Once a dog has learned what 
‘‘No” means, its use must be consistent. To say “No” half- 

Continued on Page 15 
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A. D. (Al) Campbell, of Lincoln 
Switchroom, exhibits ‘‘Joe,’’ one of 
his Coon dogs. 


‘ 


“Rusty,’’ a three-year-old lady, is 
the object of much affection in the 
family of Loran Powell, Generai 
Commercial. After one hunting ex- 
perience, Loran decided she was a 
house dog. She does numerous 
tricks, is sometimes stubborn, and 
loves her enemies, as the picture 
can testify. 


Piggy-back pets of Genevieve 
Griffin, Lincoln Traffic, are ‘‘Super,”’ 
a friendly Cocker Spaniel, and 
“Tiny,” a playful Chihuahua. 


Stet RRS Sina] 
“Laddie’’ is a seven-year-old red 
Cocker Spaniel who is well trained, 
loves to hunt and play Santa at 
Christmas time. He is owned by 
Harlan Gillespie of Beatrice Plant. 


Paul Winscot, Lincoln  in- There are many opportunities for pre- 
staller, measures off the drop venting waste when working with a line 
construction crew. Lineman R. L. Wilson 
is carefully transferring glass _ insulators 
; from his canvas bucket to a place pro- 
would have to be discarded. vided for them so they will not be broken 
This is one good way to pre- g chipped. Although insulators are plenti- 
vent waste. Drop wire costs ful, Bob knows they cost money and 
two cents a foot. handles them accordingly. 


wire so he will not have a 
short unusable’ piece’ that 


Cable Splicer Philip M. Bailey is putting away his body belt and 
climbers in his truck where the belt and safety strap will not be damaged, 
especially by contact with the sharp climber gaffs. Body belts are expen- 
sive and, if damaged, might endanger the employee wearing them. 
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IN A JOB WELL DONE 


By George P. Barney 


In our daily work assignments, many of us may nct 
realize the cost factor that is involved in the loss of small 
material items. Take the case of an outside plant employee 
who finds something in his pocket that was left from a job 
done during the day. It may be only a drop wire clamp, a 
copper sleeve, or even a small screw anchor. Not wishing to 
carry the item, he tosses it away with no thought as to its 
value. Perhaps it costs only a penny or so (most cost more 
than that), and it would hardly be missed. But—let’s stop 


to think—if all of us had the same attitude as this employee 
and if each one of us did throw away some small item as a 


So 
= 
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General Plant Superintendent 


nuisance and not worth the bother of returning, it can mean 
a lot of cash down the drain. With some 600 employees in 
our group working continuously year in and year out, a 
little saving here and there can mean money in the bank 
over the long pull. There are many ways to avoid wasting 
materials, equipment, and supplies and if we are sufficiently 
cost conscious, we will really do our part. Some of the ways 
in which we can be careful not to lose or throw away items, 
big or little, are depicted on these pages. A display of sup- 
plies and tools most likely to be lost is also shown, just as a 
reminder that—these’s no waste in a job well done! 


Typical Material Items and Tools 
Most Likely fo be Lost or Left Behind on Jobs 
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ZU RIE Rs Cle. WHORE SEI OW os5cn2 5 occ octar ic adedave i eouiida canteen ede .O1 ea. 
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16;. Detachable. Pole Ste cc cicciicdeusvanssncddacnas cece cedentonasass de idk derenetsn ni .47 ea. 
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0; Ae Hoang Test S60 cc.cncscvesecst. ss 23.57 ea 


installer Elmer Dougherty knows 
that if he remembers to take out 
all material items and replaces them 
in the proper bins in his truck after 
work, he will not be finding them 
in his pockets when he goes home, 
possibly to be lost. 


Reconditioning of scratched and 
marred telephone instruments can 
be expensive. Here Paul Winscot 
demonstrates the use of a canvas 
instrument bag for protecting the 
finish of a handset being returned 
to the storeroom following its re- 
moval from a subscriber’s station. 


Sas 


Elmer also checks his equipment after completing a job and before he 
leaves for his next assignment, so he will not be leaving behind an expensive 
and a hard-to-replace tool. He also knows that customers can be annoyed 
to find materials or tools left by an installer. His cleaning up process on 
the subscribers’ premises also includes a check for materials and _ tools 


that micht be foraotten. 


“Are paper clips worth saving? 


Certainly, they are,’’ asserts Mina Jor- 


gensen, Plant Office. “‘‘We also use rubber bands, thumb tacks, and paper 
fasteners over and over until they wear out. And, we watch our stationery 
too.’ Many small office items do not cost much, but a lot of them used 


once and thrown away can boost the office overhead considerably. 
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Dewey Lewis, Lincoln ............-------- 75 
Kkekkkk kk Ek kk kkk (16) 
G. W. Heikes, Beatrice ................ 65 
tok Ow Ok ok tok tototkokk (15) 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth ........ 62 
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R.A: Culver, Sutton smccciseviecciiscndl 
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Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth ............ 45 
tok tt kk ek (10) 

P. J. Guelker, Beatrice ................ 42 
L. C. Hutchison, Lincoln .............. 40 
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George Placek, Nebraska City ....38 
M. A. Lohmeier, Lincoln ...........- ar 
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j. W. Dudgeon, Hastings ............ i 
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P. V. Eckles, Edgar -.----.----.-.--..-...30 
C. H. Kermoade, Western ......-- 30 
E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth ..........-- 28 
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Dorothy Biggerstaff 
Auburn—4 
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The Western District set the pace for another month as the tabulation 
of sales credits on September 25 brought 19 additional Spadyites into the 
fold. The sales leaders are pouring on the pressure and lengthening stride 
as they swing into the home stretch. Dewey Lewis increased his lead slightly 
with a fine month's total of 14 sales. Bob Culver of Sutton added 13 to his 
total, while George Heikes and Paul Guelker, the Beatrice front runners, 
each garnered ten. Jim Dudgeon of Hastings upped his total by nine sales 
while the effervescent salesladies of Plattsmouth Commercial, Thelma 
Tritsch and Grace Heigl, tied in their friendly monthly rivalry with eight 
points each. With the added impetus of the extension sales effort, now under 
way, it wouldn’t be surprising to see a greater cloud of dust swirling about 


the leaders during the next 60 days. 


Club Loaders 


A. E. Stansbury, BeOThiCe: .5 icc 28 G. Le Sinner; “HOstings: csccccice cs. 15 
J. E. Turner, Beatrice .................. 28 Lillian Sowers, Lincoln ................ 14 
Al Zehrung, Lincoln .................... 14 
tot kK (6) Le ae Fairmont ........ 13 
E. J. Kalkwarf, Lincoln... ccs OEY TENE WAC QUN, Seepnees nee 13 
Mae Meduna, Wahoo .................. oe eae aaa aed coher es Od i 
i Nees : ' raska City .......... 
y schrepf, Lincoln ................-. 24 R. E. Wait, Stromsburg ewan 13 
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Kkkkk (5) Mary Beaty, Wahoo ...................... 12 
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W. L. Higgins, Lincoln —............... 20 Wm. McOmber, Crete .0002... 02... 12 
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W. D. Quinn, Lincoln ..............-... 15 B. T. Hayes, Hastings .............._10 
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Thelma Bitting 
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F. H. Arvanette, Jr. 
Hastings—4 
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* How did Lauretta Baker's picture appear over Luetta’s name last month? 
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Luetta Bacon* 
Hastings—5 


D. G. Rutledge, Weeping Water....10 


Lucyle Scheidemann, Sutton ........ 10 
D,. Dz Smith; LInCeln: azn ccccs 10 
R: L. Wenzel, Livicolm ....24..:.... 10 
A. C. Andres, Stromsburg ............ 9 
Claud Clary, Jr., Plattsmouth ...... 9 
E. T. Dougherty, Lincoln ............ 9 
|. €. Hatth, Humboldt. ..:.-......... 9 
R. H. Kinnison, Nebraska City .... 9 
Loretta Mcllnay, Crete ................ 9 
t. A.. dailler. . LINCOIY. 220255 coerce 9 
F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo ............-..- 9 
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Roma Schere, Cedar Bluffs ........ 9 
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R. H. Berggren, Ashland ............ 8 
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J. G. Durr, Nebraska City ............ 8 
W. K. Eltiste, Nebraska City ........ 8 
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L. P. Schlentz, Lincoln ................ 8 
V. P. Spears, Lincoln ............ ste AO 
Mildred Wait, Stromsburg ............ 8 
EH. Wellman, Hebron .............. 8 
Charlotte Wright, Osceola ............ 8 
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Clarinda Lake 
Superior—4 


Crystal Langer 
Superior—S5 


Shirley Niemann 
Seward—4 


Ethel Park 
Crete—4 


Marion J. Franz 
Geneva—4 


J. W. Landenberger 
Friend—6 
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Charlotte Pace 
Hebron—4 


Veda Parsons 
Superior—S5 


Glenda R. Garton 
Superior—4 


A. L. Higgins 
Lincoln—6 


—And Now For an 
Extra Burst of Speed! 


It has been a long while since we 
have gone “all out” in a selling effort, 
but employee salesmanship is not a lost 
art. The Merchandising program which 
has been in effect since the middle of 
the year 1955 has proved our people 
to be sales minded and alert to oppor- 
tunities for improvement of revenue 
and expansion of services, 

Now we have a chance to put our 
experience to a test. Backed by an ex- 
tensive advertising campaign we have 
entered a 60-day concentrated push of 
extension development; one of our fin- 
est sources of revenue building. 

There is scarcely a home that does 
not have a marked need for an exten- 
sion telephone in the basement, kitchen, 
bedroom or the upstairs hall. Usually 
we do the customer a favor by pointing 
out his needs and only ‘a word to the 
wise’ may be sufficient for the em- 
ployee to chalk up more points to his 
credit. 

The advertising campaign which 
backs up the extension drive includes 
television announcements, newspaper 
advertising, mail inserts, monthly state- 
ment imprints, personal interviews on 
radio and group meetings. Everybody 
in the territory will be hearing, seeing 
or reading the value of extension tele- 
phones. Our goal is to set a new cony 
pany record in extension development, 
and it can be done. Let's check again 
with our neighbors and friends, the 
girls of the sewing circle, the boys of 
the club. Call your relatives and see 
how long it takes them to run up or 
down stairs to the telephone. Talk resi 
dence extensions at $1.00 per month 
whenever you “get the floor.” You'll 
be astonished at how easy they are to 


sell. 
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E. J. Junack 
Hastings—5 


Leone Jones 
Ohiowa—4 


Mandane Reid 
Fairbury—4 


Joan Steinbach 
W ahoo—4 


Kathryn Rust 
Superior—4 


Eva Stutz 
Hebron—7 
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Contribution pledges to the Multiple Sclerosis drive were received over 
a battery of 20 telephones, attended during the 19 hours of the Telerama 


by volunteer workers, most of them from LT&T. 


Keeping constant vigil over the ouality of picture and voice were the 
mcn of Toil Equipment. Alvin Reed, shown here, was on duty at the cen- 


tral control panels on Sunday morning. 


The Multiple Sclerosis Telerama 


Our First Venture in Providing Live Television Pickup Facilities 


Add to our Famous Firsts a live tele- 
vision pickup originating at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska coliseum and car- 
ried four miles through underground 
video channels to station KOLN-TV at 
40th and W streets. 

The groundwork for the pickup was 
laid several years ago when new cables 
containing video pairs were pulled 
north on 14th street; east on O street 
and north on 48th street to Vine. We 
were all prepared to receive our first 
order for the service—and when it came 
it was a dandy. 

KOLN-TV proposed to telecast a 19- 
hour continuous appeal for funds for 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society, begin- 
ning at 10 p.m. on Saturday, September 
8 and ending at five p.m. Sunday, Sep- 
tember 9. The order included an instal- 
lation of 25 individual business tele- 
phones, 20 of them on rotary trunks 
with neon signal. Three audio chan- 
nels were also provided. 

The order was handled by L. P. 


than $33,000 had been subscribed by 
viewers to combat the dread disease. 
But it was the telephone girls who 
also stand a chance to break the needle 
off the applause meter. When the call 
came for volunteers to “man” the bat- 
tery of the telephones and for other 
tasks during the 19-hour telerama, 35 of 
them signed up for four hours each but 
some worked for 11 hours, some 15, and 
at least one for the entire 19 hours. 
Carol Goff, Accounting, who is treas- 
urer of the iocal M.S. Chapter, acted as 
chief operator. The volunteers were: 
Leona Aden, Carol Allen, Letha Baum- 


gartner, Joan Bennett, Patricia Britt, 
Phyllis Brown, Helen Cuba, Mardelle 
Favinger, Ruth Foster, Alice Funston, 
Mary Ann Horn, Loretta Murphy, Bar- 
bara Nesmith, Margaret Remmers, 
Marilyn Snook and Marlene Wait, all 
of Lincoln -Traffic; and Jean Baker, 
Esther Baker, Jody Hartley, Mary Poh- 
lenz, Marg Ryne. Maudie Henderson, 
Marla Kutz, Jo Varga, Joyce Brown, 
Judy Munson, Barbara Shirey, Jackie 
Drake, Eleanore Grabowski, Sally Gra- 
bowski, Charlotte Wallick, Jo Ann 
Thomsen, Lola Hetherington, Christine 
Ford and Carol Goff. 


~ We Have Our Own Farm Problem — 


One of the pleasant and sometimes 
valuable attributes of gathering years 
is the formation of extended memories 
and the ability to make comparison of 
the present with the past. 

Always there is change going on 
about us. Sly little events, spaced 
months or years apart, slowly drawing 
an end to a former way of doing 
things and as they pile upon one an- 
other through the course of time they 
mark an evolution in men’s surround- 
ings that is known as progress. 

During the lifetime of many em- 
ployees the telephone business has bent 
itself to many adjustments in keeping 
pace with these ever marching trends. 
Not so long ago, it seems, the most 
firmly fixed occupation was that of the 
native farmer. On his usual quarter 
section he toiled prodigiously, from 
break of dawn till dark; keeping him- 


One needs only to compare the 
modern combine with the _ horse- 
drawn binder of not so long ago to 
realize the tremendous strides that 
have been taken in the harvesting 
of small grain. This change has 
been matched in many other phases 
of rural life today as farms grow 
larger and rural population de- 
creases. Problems presented by this 
shifting trend are of vital concern 
to LT&T, for the territory we serve 
still is predominantly agricultural. 
No plans for the future can be 
cast without recognition of the 
changing times. 


self, his family and one or more hired 
hands, busy in the labors of his field 
and farmstead. 

With the aid of the light tractor, 
combines, other farming implements 
and labor saving devices, the farmer 
nowadays can till and harvest twice as 
much land and tend his herds and 
stock without extra help. Farms are 
becoming larger and farmers fewer. 


This trend in rural economics has a 
direct effect on the telephone business. 
It presents problems in extension of 
service facilities that probably will 
grow with age. Today’s farmer is not 
content with magneto telephones and 
grounded lines. He wants a service 
equal in quality to that of his city 
brother, even though the distance in- 
volved may be prohibitive to a proper 
financial return. The population shift 
toward the larger towns and cities leads 


to concern toward the future of smaller 
communities which have their basis for 
existence in the service they render— 
or once did—to nearby rural areas. But 
whatever the picture holds, we can be 
sure that our rural subscribers will be 
provided and protected with the best 
telephone service our company can 
furnish within its means and ability. 


The following table shows the pace 
of decline in farms and farmers ac- 
cording to the Department of Agricul- 
tural Estimates at Lincoln, as revealed 
by the 1950 and 1954 census. The latter 
is the latest available and was taken 
during the months of October and No- 
vember 1954. Only those counties are 
listed which lie within LT&T territory. 
The number of telephones has increased 
because of the greater percentage of 
farm homes to which service has been 
extended. 


Farms Farm Operators Telephones 
Schlentz of General Commercial with County 1950 1954 1950 1954 1950 1954 
the commercial factors being attended e 8 994 
ree. Sex Th ae Adams 1350 1271] 1331 1267 cad 
by er erman. e€ engineering de- Bitlet 170A 1685 1684 1650 1012 1033 
partment, almost by miracle, found and ficcs 1753 1597 1719 1579 1309 1160 
provided the necessary video cable to Clay 1192 1079 Liv2 1066 563 639 
connect the coliseum facilities with the Fillmore 1460 1377 1416 1332 809 833 
underground cable a block away. Wayne Gage 2524 2274 2498 2211 1844 1989 
Higgins and Merle Lohmeier handled Hamilton pees tke Hie ee Pe toea 
the installation at the Coliseum and the Jefferson ice anges 1370 137 5] 
° 2 Johnson 1147 1042 1097 1025 Vat 918 
men of Toll Equipment bridged the ceaeawene 2631 235] 2558 2315 2070 1922 
channel through the terminal room. Ri ache 1320 1178 i307 1168 952 1038 
Everything clicked like a dream. Nuckolls 119] 1172 1183 1161 632 701 
Both picture and voice were sharp, clear Otoe 1986 1833 1934 1798 1542 1528 
and constant. One would never guessed Pawnee Liag 1024 117 1015 735 824 
it was LT&T’s first venture into a new Polk 1302 1242 1263 1225 821 241 
and strange field. The program was a Richardson Tay 1962 1633 1537 1281 ieee 
wonder, and seemed to get better as the Saline leo lo44 1818 1630 TS: eke 
el is o. . "3 Saunders 2390 2203 2292 2193 1399 1278 
hours passed by. Notable figures from 
et ee ee oor - = Seward 1847 1674 1813 1662 1281 1290 
screen, TV and radio made the journey EGiN Photo Thayer 1442 1369 1417 1350 616 792 
to Lincoln to lend a hand. The best of Nationally renowned stars appeared in person on the stage at the Telerama. Some of the best Webster 1130 1013 1119 997 840 838 
local and regional talent also came to known are shown here. Left to right: Private Doberman of the Phil Silvers Show; Roger Williams, York 1694 1563 1656 1542 1225 1285 
the stage to add their part to the suc- aaa Recording star; A. James Ebel, manager of KOLN-TV; Margaret eee of Capital Records and —___—— eects én aateomiaaa nena scoters a 
5 aval a ee : ae V show, The Whiting Sisters; Coleen Edwards, MS Mother of the Year; George DeWitt, M. C. of Name 
cess of the telecast. And it was a suc- they Tune, a CBS show carried by KOLN-TV;AI Stetson, with National MS Society; and Jimmy Wakely, TOTAL 35607 32853 34802 31391 23/03 24307 


cess, for in the final tabulation more recording and motion picture star. 
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closed in two covered units occupying nearly half 
the trunk space of the car. 

Now in progress is the changing of 
our mobile radio units and the complete 
replacement of fixed station equipment 
to provide for selective signaling of all 
units and to centralize both transmitting 
and receiving facilities at the 15th & M 
building. The transmitting antenna for- 
merly was located on the Sharp build- 
ing and the receiving antenna at Union 
College. 

The new system will provide more 
power at a higher frequency; using 
152.63 megacycles from the fixed station 
and 157.89 megacyciles from the mobile 
units. A single antenna on the micro- 


Mobile Radio Equipment Gels a Face Lifting 


The old type mobile radio equipment was en- 


proere se 


The new: ioe: kauipment fits cnlealy in a single 
compact unit. Wallace Gake measures the height 
of the new antenna. 
wave tower at 15th & M will serve a 
dual purpose for reception and trans- 
mission. The long, whip antenna for- 
merly used on highway units now gives 
way to one only 18 inches long. 

The change-over is under the direc- 
tion of Oliver Hoffman, toll equipment 
foreman, and is expected to be com- 
pleted within the next few weeks. With 
selective signaling the mobile subscriber 
will be aware of only those calls which 
are directed to his unit. A relay and 
horn attachment can also be provided 
for those who sometimes work at a dis- 
tance from their vehicle. 


Headlines 


Joe D. Adamson, area manager at Te- 
cumseh, has been appointed chairman in 
charge of this year’s drive for funds in be- 
half of the Cornhusker Council, Boy Scouts 
of America. Mr. Adamson will direct the 
Organization and conducting of the drive 
for his district, which is scheduled for Octo- 
ber 23. 

A. B. Waters, district commercial man- 
ager, Lincoln, was elected second vice presi- 
dent of the newly formed Lincoln Youth 
Project at the first meeting of the board of 
directors following incorporation. The project 
is financed by the Lincoln Foundation, a 
charitable organization designed to benefit 
Lincoln’s needs. 

The September issue of Town and Country 
featured in its fashion section a full page of 
Lucia Woods, daughter of Director Frank H. 
Woods of Chicago. Her full length portrait 
was framed in a background of a Frank 
Lloyd Wright house. She was wearing a coat 
of French diamond tweed with attached 
deeply fringed scarf. Miss Woods is a stu- 
dent at Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar, 
Virginia. 


Honors fo Annual Report 

For the fourth consecutive year, 
LT@&T’s Annual Report to Stockholders 
received a merit award from Financial 
World Magazine in a competitive judg- 
ing in which 5,000 corporation reports 
were scrutinized. The merit award is 
given “for distinguished achievement in 
annual reporting and in recognition of 
the excellence of its 1955 annual report” 
and was earned by only 35 percent of 
the reports rated. The citation further 
stated that our financial statement was 
judged among the most modern from 
the standpoint of content, typography 
and format. 

A lion’s share of the credit for the 
excellence of our annual report goes 
to A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, 
under whose direction it has been com- 
piled and published for the past four 
years, 
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Ill Health Persists 


In certain past 1n- v5 
stances the News has _ 
missed the story of 
the transition from 
active employment to_ 
retirement of some. 
employees. Usually 
this has occurred 
when a period of | 
sickness and conva: } 
lescence draws out 
over a span of many 
months and culminates in a disability 
pension when it is finally ascertained 
that the employee may not return to 


his telephone duties. 


Such is the situation of Dewey D. 
(Duke) Eckles of Nelson. Duke suf- 
fers from a heart condition which took 
him from his job in April 1955. His 
recovery has not been sufficient to al- 
low his return to work, Some day he 
may; but in fear that with further de- 
lay the telling of the story of his tele- 
phone career may be missed, we'd like 
to do it now. 


Duke Eckles is known as “Mr. Tele- 
phone” in Nelson, his home town, 
where he has acted as a sentinel of serv- 
ice for more than 30 years. His service 
record dates to March 1925 when he 
became a member of the Nuckolls 
County Independent Telephone Com- 
pany. Some five years later this com- 
pany was purchased by LT@'T and be- 
came a part of our organization—and 
Duke was listed as one of its valuable 


D. D. Eckle 


assets. 


During all his years of employment 
he retained residence in Nelson, being 
dispatched to sources of trouble and 
installations from the area headquarters 
at Superior. Townspeople must have 
been surprised to learn, in the past year, 
that there are others in the country who 
can fix their telephones and make in- 
stallations. Duke’s brother, Bill, and 
three nephews also are members of the 
LT&T family group. 

Mr. Eckles has been granted a dis- 
ability pension pending the outcome 
of his struggle to regain his health. We 
are sure that the wholehearted support 
of his many friends within the organ- 
ization accompanies his efforts toward 
that end. 


Forty Candles For Jack Mason 


Soc 


At Mr. J. G. Van 
Nordheim, R. D. Andrews, M. C. Walker, H. H. Lahr, K. L. Lawson, 
W. F. Roberts, J. W. Dudgeon, G. P. Barney, |. J. Deype, Mr Mason, 
A. T. Albers, Mr. Hale, H. G. Peachman, C. F, Peachman, P. H. Henson, 
F. P. Darnold. 


It was quite a day in the life of John Albert Mason of 
Hastings Plant when he was summoned into Lincoln on Aug- 
ust 31 to sit as guest of honor at a luncheon in observance 
of his 40th anniversary of employment. A goodly contingent 
of fellow westerners accompanied Jack to be witnesses of the 
ceremony. 

The luncheon was held at the Hotel Cornhusker, where 
Jack heard some very true and complimentary statements 
concerning his present standing among fellow workers and 
his past performance as a telephone man. The 40-year em- 
blem was presented by Vice President M. M. Hale and the 
meeting was thrown open to discourse by whomsoever felt 
the urge to orate. Needless to say, the memories of two-score 
years were given a good airing. 

Jack began his service at Lincoln as toll testman Sep- 
tember 1, 1916 and in October of the following year went 
to ‘Hastings as telegraph operator. For a year and three 
months he served in the signal corps of World War I, re- 
turning in July 1919 to resume employment at Hastings, and 
there, in the years that followed, he has carved a monument 
to good telephone service with his competence and industry. 
Congratulations to Mr. Mason in his attainment of the 
coveted 40th anniversary. 


Noontime Caucus At Beatrice 


Photo—J. S. Reed. 


it being a political year, it is safe to say that many of the weighty 
problems of the nation, as well as those of a local and personal nature, 
are settled in these half-hour convocations. This is a group of Beatrice 
plant men exchanging views while waiting for the one o'clock whistle. 
Left to right, they are: Norman C. Peterson, Frank O. Jergens, George A. 
Wasson, J. C. Jensen, Doyle L. Fisher, Ted (Bud) Leitschuck and William S. 
Alvis. 


The "Pretty Pin’’ For Fern Davis 


From September 5, 1921 to the same date this year rep- 
resents a passage of 35 years; and the exact measure of time 
required for Eva Fern Davis of Weeping Water Commercial 
to become eligible for the service pin which she is receiving 
from Howard Spahnle, district manager, in the picture above. 
Enjoying the happy scene, at right, is Don Rutledge, man- 
ager at Weeping Water. 


A Stitch In Time 


Julene Jurgensmeier of Lincoln Traffic takes her vaccine with a smile. 
It was a long and weary afternoon for Dr. L. E. Finney and Nurse Roberta 
Bang, shown in foreground, as the lines filed past them for hours 
with scarcely a break. 


One can almost picture the frustration of a flu germ— 
if there be such an animal—making an exploratory test for 
a nesting place in the blood stream of an LT&T employee. 
It would find pretty rough going, and probably would be 
changed immediately into a microscopic cadaver; for the good 
Doctor Finney faced the cringing lines of volunteers again 
last month and, with well-sharpened needle and appropriate 
pun, proceeded to inoculate 249 employees against the as- 
pirations of the influenza bug. 

Most employees swear by the treatment. Many are 
sure that it reduces the ravages of the common cold and some 
enthusiastically endorse it as an aid to other ailments—even 
falling hair and arches. The inoculations are given annually, 
free of charge to employees, as part of the company’s health 
program, The project is sponsored by the personnel de- 
partment. 

The serum was mailed to the exchanges outside of Lin- 
coln, where it was administered by local physicians to the 
213 territorial employees who indicated their desire to re- 
ceive it. 
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Nearly 200 Masons heard the Grand Master disclose plans for observing the 100th anniversary 
of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska during the year 1957. A goodly portion of those facing the camera 
are employees of LT&T. Mr. Hale stands at the microphone in the middle background. 


Merle M. Hale, Grand Master of 
Masons in Nebraska, was officially re- 
ceived in his home lodge, Lancaster No. 
54, at Lincoln, on September 28. His 
reception was the feature of Telephone 
Day, an annual event originated five 
years ago in recognition of Mr. Hale’s 
appointment in the line of Grand Lodge 
officers. 


Mack E. Nickell and Robert E. 
White, both of Construction, received 
their Master Mason degrees during the 
day with the stations being occupied by 
telephone personnel. Donald R. Swan- 
son was in charge of arrangements; 
Richard B. Hobson assigned the degree 
work and A. B. Gorman handled pub- 
licity. 


Visitor From Iceland 


The Lincoln toll board has stood in- 
spection before thousands of visitors 
during the three years it has been in 
service, but quite a stir was created on 
Saturday, September 1, when the in- 
spector was a former operator from far- 
off Iceland. 


Now Mrs. Thomas W. Lane, wife 
of a civilian employee of the U. S. Air 
Force, she was Johanna Dagmar Mag- 
nusdottir when she worked at the 
switchboard at Reykjavik, capital of 
Iceland. She had a five-year service rec- 
ord at the time of her marriage. Her 
father formerly had charge of all tele- 
phone properties north of Reykjavik. 
In February 1955 she married Mr. Lane, 
who was stationed at the nearby town 
of Keflavik. They made the long trip 
to Lincoln while Mr. Lane was recuper- 
ating from the effects of an accident in 
which both his legs were broken. He is 
the stepson of James L. Baxter, of Lin- 
coln Plant. 

The native tongue of the Icelandic 
people is of ancient Nordic origin and 
Johanna is able to converse easily in 
Danish and kindred languages. Her 
speech and command of English is very 


good. Until recently the telephone 
equipment of Iceland was of an older 
type, though modernization is now tak- 
ing effect rapidly. She was very much 
impressed and somewhat bewildered at 
the extent and functioning of Lincoln’s 
switchboard and its related equipment. 


Johanna Lane stands at left as she marvels 
at the operation of Lincoln Toll. The others stand- 
ing are: Mabel Volpp, assistant chief operator; 
Thomas W. Lane; James L. Baxter, Lincoln Plant; 


and Mrs. Baxter. 
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New Employees 


Commercial 
Evelyn Bergstrom.......... Clerk, Lincoln ............ 9- 5 
Theo. M. Frycek (P.T.)..Clerk, Geneva............-- 9-10 
PAOCY! SFYTC: wckadceteccnsws ee Clerk, -Lineoin:.cceccn.: 9- 4 
Carolyn Wren ..........---- Clerk, .Lincolrz.<.::.-..-... 9-10 
Plant 
Melvin L. Briggs .......... Gdn; LIAO: sccesseesens 9-10 
Ale Pe GPSS cote ta: Gdmn., Hebron.........--- 9- 4 
Wesley W. Watkins...... Lineman, Const........--- 9-13 
Traffic 

Shirlene Cooper.........--. Opr., HastinGs....0c.<. 9-17 
Evelyn Critel ...............: ODE. VGt Kcctitessorneatecnien 9-10 
Sharon Everett ...........-.- Opti. LINGO ec. sc tes 9-10 
Jorene Grable .............. Oprs, LAMCOM cieestecnsse 9-17 
LeOta Grable .............. Opt..: Lintolfixccccreeee 9-10 
Dorothy Hanson .......... OI. YON Rxcccaseceveccsnntast 9-10 
Connie Keyt ...............- Opr., Beatrice.......------- 9-10 
RoJean Morris .............- Opts, YOR cseieteeceeet 9-10 
Janice Moslander ........ Opts “LINGO iene 9-17 
Irene Nacke (P.T.) ...... Opr.,. Hebrori..--.-s<«. 9-10 
Janet Riley* ......2......... Dore” tine O iceeseceie 9-10 
SGrdre. SPCR: secenczasensscad Oor.,. Lincoln... 9-10 
Deanna Steiger .......... Or. LInCOliinwicc es 9-17 
Norma Warner® .......... Opi, WeahnoOvnncndecc 9-11 
Leota Wilson ..............-- Oor., Hastings........-..--- 9-17 
Sophia Witcofski* 

Pn Sad! ated teehesedeseneces Opr., Wymore........------ 9- 3 
Delores Wunneberg ...... Opr., Beatrice........------ 9-10 


*Re-employed 


About Dogs and Elections 


America’s dogs, taking no sides in the 
coming presidential election, will concen- 
trate instead on bringing out a record vote. 


Thousands of non-partisan canines are 
being outfitted by a leading dog food manu- 
facturer with plastic dog blankets with 
‘register and vote’’ messages imprinted upon 
them. ‘’Be Freedom’s Watch-Dog—Get Set 
For Election Day,’’ is the wording on one 
side of the blanket. The other side reads, 
“Vote As You Dog-gone Please, but Vote 
November 6.” 


Employees willing to enlist their dogs in 
this crusade by parading their dressed-up 
pet where it will do the most good can get 
one of the blankets—while the supply lasts 
—by sending a request to Gaines Dog Foods, 
Kankakee, Illinois. The request should indi- 
cate whetner the dog for whom the blanket 
is intended is small or large. 
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A daughter, LaVonda Lou, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Brown on August 18. 
Doris is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

A daughter, Debra Louise. was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Crisler on July 22. 


Shirley is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Perry announce the 
birth of a son, Randall Clark, on July 7. 
Kennetha is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Pilfold are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Jody Lyn, born Sep- 
tember 15. Marvin is district clerk at Hast- 
ings. 

Janet Kay arrived at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lyle Reighard on September 7. Lyle 


is employed in Lincoln Commercial. 


Station to Station 


Kathryn Owens Juanita Schleif 
Service Assistant Service Assistant 
Wahoo Lincoln 


Commercial 


Marlene Wait, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Lincoln. 


Engineering 
R. E. Kennedy, draftsman to engineering 
assistant. 


Plant 


D. V. Gollehon, combinationman, Fairbury 
to Beatrice. 

A. L. Griffis, janitor to janitor subforeman, 
Lincoln. 

Paul R. Haith, groundman, Humboldt, to 
garage serviceman, Supply. 

S. D. Hanau, combinationman, Humboldt 


R. E. Kennedy May Turney 
Engineering Assistant Service Assistant 
Lincoln Lincoln 


to Pawnee City. 

L. D. Jablonski, groundman, Lincoln, to 
splicer’s helper, Hastings. 

Marvin K. Welsh, lineman, Nebraska City, 
to combinationman, Plattsmouth. 


Traffic 

Kathryn Owens, operator to service assist- 
ant, Wahoo. 

Betty Sailors, operator, Hastings to Lin- 
coln. 

Juanita Schleif, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 

May Turney, operator to service assistant, 
Lincoln. 
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J. Stewart Elliott Is New Director 


The fourth new member to be added 
to the company’s board of directors 
during 1956 is J. Stewart Elliott of Be- 
atrice. He took his seat with the Board 
at the regular quarterly meeting on Sep- 
tember 21. He succeeds Mark W. 
Woods whose death occurred June 29 
after having served as a director for 
more than 53 years. 

Mr. Elliott, now retired, was formerly 
secretary and director of Kilpatrick 
Brothers Company of Beatrice. He is a 
member of the executive committee of 
the University of Nebraska Foundation 
and a director of both the Beatrice Na- 
tional Bank and the Dempster Mill 
Manufacturing Company of Beatrice. 

In civic and fraternal affairs Mr. El- 
liott is president of the Library Board 
at Beatrice; a charter member and past 
president of the Beatrice Rotary Club; 
past president of the Y.M.C.A. and a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce. 
He is senior warden of Christ Episcopal 
Church; a former trustee of the Mason- 


J. Stewart Elliott 


ic Lodge; president of the Innocents 
Alumni Association of the University 
of Nebraska; a member of the Univer- 
sity Club and of the Newcomen Club. 

His appointment retains the comple- 
ment of the LT&T board of directors 
at 16 members. 
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Teachers Visit LT&T 
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Roy Brendle “explains” the mystifying array 
of protectors at the rear of the toll test board. 


Once again the company played host 
to teachers and educators on Business- 
Education Day, which fell this year on 
September 5. Thirty-four of their num- 
ber chose to explore the mysteries of 
the telephone business and accordingly 
arrived at the 14th & M building under 
escort of F. D. Hamilton, Roy Brendle 
and Merl Sherman, who were desig- 
nated at guides. K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent, gave the 
welcoming address, after which con- 
ducted tours were made through the 
general offices and the 15th and M 
building. The film “Milestones of Ser- 
vice” was viewed with interest and 
luncheon was served at the Cornhusker 


Hotel. 


Merle M. Hale, vice president, was 
the after-dinner speaker, with an infor- 
mative talk, “Facts about the telephone 
business.”” The teachers exhibited their 
usual hunger for knowledge in all phases 
of the industry, but several were heard 
to remark that the operation of the tele- 
phone was far more complicated than 
they expected to find it. 


Ross Cats are Featured 

Barbara Ellis Ross, wife of Robert 
T. Ross, Accounting, has combined her 
talents in fine art and as a Siamese 
cat fancier to produce the cover design 
for “Cats,” a national cat breeders’ 
magazine, published at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Mrs. Ross’ painting ap- 
peared on the August cover and is a 
portrait of a prize Siamese feline fam 
ily. The mother cat, Hollycat Sandra 
of Monaco, owned by Bob and Barbara, 
is the winner of numerous awards in 
cat shows about the nation. 
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this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


OUR COVER 


No statelier member of the dog family 
could be found to stand at attention 
on our cover than the great Weimeraner, 
Duke, pride and protector of the Max 
Walker household. Though young, 
Duke is well trained, almost overly af- 
fectionate, and loyal to his rugged core. 
The breed was developed in Weimar, 
Germany and first brought to this coun- 
try in 1929. Still in evolutionary pro- 
cess, the breeding of this strain is closely 
supervised to produce an all-round hunt- 
ing dog and gentle, intelligent house- 
hold companion. 

The photograph is a product of Mr. 
Walker’s own camera. 


Not Everyone Wants Dial 


The proposed “improvement” of tele- 
phone service by conversion to the dial 
system at Virginia City, Nevada, met 
with such a storm of protest that the 
Nevada Bell company has bowed to 
wishes of the citizenry of the old capital 
of the Comstock and will leave the 
ancient switchboard, said to be the old- 
est in operation in the United States, to- 
gether with the hand-cranked tele- 
phones, to provide “atmosphere” to the 
old town which exists almost wholly on 
tourism. The local paper at Virginia 
City, which led the fight against “the 
progress of civilization by gadgetry,” 
agrees that the Bell company is pos- 
sessed of both tack and humor in devi- 
ating from their plan to convert all their 
Nevada exchanges to the dial system, 
saying that it (the Bell) recognized the 
moral if not the constitutional right of a 
minority to be not improved if they 
don't want it. The paper stressed the 
fact that Virginia City operators com- 
monly know in which saloon almost any 
of the town’s citizens may be found at 
a given time and challenged the dial 
system to run down a man as promptly. 


This, We Believe 


—that no one among us knows all 
there is to know about the job he is 
doing or the ones to which he may 
aspire. Our business, in its every as- 
pect, has become so complex and tech- 
nical that one cannot roam far from his 
own sphere without encountering un- 
familiar ground. Yet each, with the 
skill and knowledge he has acquired in 
the performance of his own tasks, is a 
potential educator for transmitting to 
others the “secrets” of his work. 

Life is too short for us to try to 
discover for ourselves the principles of 
the telephone business. Most every- 
thing we know on any subject has been 
implanted in our minds by others; by 
the spoken word, the demonstrative 
hand or the printed page. Every office, 
Operating room, shop or truck is a train- 
ing ground where job knowledge passes 
from hand to hand and mind to mind. 

No one can hope to forge ahead un- 
less he keeps abreast of developments 
in his chosen segment of the industry. 
That can be done effectively in a num- 
ber of ways: by taking advantage of 
the training programs offered from time 
to time under company sponsorship; by 
reading text books and magazines of 
the trade; by being generally alert and 
hungry for knowledge, wherever it may 
be found. 

While a college education has been 
available to more people in recent years 
than in former times, this in itself is 
not an end, Nor should those employ- 


Skills of the trade are passed from one to 
another in just such moments as this; when the 
News camera found the veteran Lester Hutchison 
explaining a problem in handset connections to 
Dale Weaver. Both men are from Lincoln Plant. 


ees who have not attained a higher edu- 
cation despair, There are many leaders 
in public life and industry—and in our 
own company—who have reached their 
positions of responsibility through self- 
education. 

Some people say they have no time 
for classes; no time to read; no time to 
further their skills. That sort of state- 
ment makes no more sense than if they 
should say they have no time to eat. 
Time for gathering knowledge is always 
available. It only requires the use of an 
inquiring mind, an attentive ear, and 
the will for self-improvement. 


News of an Old Timer 


A recent issue of The Monitor, em- 
ployee publication of the Mountain 
States Telephone Company (Bell), car- 
ried a picture of a former employee of 
LT&T with the story that he had just 
observed his 40th anniversary in the 
industry. He is Lester R. Gjerman, who 
will be remembered by the elders of 
our family as having worked in the 
Lincoln switchroom from 1914 until his 
entry into the Army in World War I 
as a member of a signal unit composed 
largely of company employees. He re- 
turned after the war, but resigned in 
October 1919 to seek his fortune else- 
where. Mr. Gjerman is now super: 
vising engineer (Traffic) for the Moun- 
tain States company at Phoenix, Ari- 
zona, 
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We Fight Against Polio 


The invitation to employees to avail 
themselves of polio inoculations at com- 
pany expense has met with prompt and 
heavy endorsement, according to the 
return slips which have come pouring 
into the personnel department. Ar- 
rangements have been made for the 
Salk vaccine to be administered at Lin- 
coln, Nebraska City, Plattsmouth, Sew- 
ard, Wahoo, Auburn, Beatrice, Crete, 
Fairbury, Pawnee City, Tecumseh, Ge- 
neva, Hastings, Hebron, Sutton and 
York. 

Under the plan, only employees will 
participate in the inoculation program 
and the entire cost of the vaccine and 
services will be paid by the company. 
For best results, three injections are 
recommended at intervals of about four 
weeks. 


lesson. 


Elizabeth Nichols of Plattsmouth 
Traffic, training her Beagle, ‘’Penny 
Marie,’’ who is registered with the 
American Kennel Club. 
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Though it doesn’t appear so, Jim ns 
Story’s German Shepherds ‘’Duchess’’ “Tip” is 
and ‘‘Queen” are only play-acting in 
the picture. ‘‘Queen”’ is the mother. 
Jim is with Lincoln Switchroom. 


an eight-year-old _ fe- 
male Screwtail, and the _ lovable 
household pet of L. E. Vosika of 
Wilber Plant. 


What Every Young Dog Should Know—Continued 


heartedly, then fail to enforce the command, makes it of 
small value. If you let your pet climb into your best up- 
holstered chair one day and then scold him the next time he 
does it, it doesn’t teach him anything except that you don’t 
really mean what you say—except sometimes. 

Never overdo training lessons to the point where a pup 
is tired or bored, and always stop at a point where your 
command has been obeyed. Take only one lesson at a time. 
When he has mastered it, go on to the next. 
relax with your pup for a romp and play period after each 


When your dog has learned the important basic obedi- 
ence, he is not a trick dog, nor a shy, cowed dog. He’s en- 
joyed his lessons and retained all his lovable, active, happy 
characteristics. But he’s a dog under control and, therefore, 
a more enjoyable companion. A deeper affection and close 
understanding has been established between you through 
your training lessons together. 


Stub’s Cocker Spaniel. 


Be sure to 


Little Robbie Ketterer, grandson 


Tecumseh, plays with ‘Skipper, 


Dale Weber, of Tecumseh Plant, 
with his faithful friend, ‘’Nick.” 


Georgia Smith, Lincoln assistant 
chief, holds ‘‘Sammy” for his por- 
of J. H. (Stub) Roland, wire chief, trait. Sammy’s parentage divides 


between Dachshund and_. Terrier 
stock. 


The Shape of Things fo Come 


The Bell Telephone Laboratories an- 
nounced at the West Coast electronics 
convention in August that live pictures 
have been transmitted successfully over 
regular telephone circuits from coast to 
coast. 


The “teleview” images of the parties 
engaged in the conversation vary in 
size from 1x1 inches to 2x3 inches, and 
the service can be dialed like an ordin- 
ary telephone call, the Laboratory en- 
gineers said. 


There’s Safety in Yellow Pages 


About 600,000 persons are injured 
each year in “doing it themselves.” The 
number one offender is carpentry, with 
victims numbering 115,000. Next in 
line are amateur painters with 107,000 
victims of slips, strains and _ stresses. 
About 95,000 broken window repairers 
spell it pain instead of pane. Some 
57,000 who venture roofward to clean 
gutters and troughs learn what goes up 
must come down, Shifting storm win- 
dows and screens produces 47,000 cas- 
ualties. Tree pruners—32,000 of them 


regret it; and luck runs out for 16,000 
do-it-yourselfers erecting TV aerials. 
Add 11,000 roughed-up chimney paint- 
ers and you have a pretty sad story. 
Of course, many of us are handy 
with tools and know how to use them 
safely. For those who are not, it will 
be safer to look in the yellow pages of 
the telephone book. 
Pacific Telephone Magazine. 


He Dsnt Cr Fr It 


When the new Des Moines telephone 
directory was issued it included a num- 
ber of outlying towns for the first time, 
and used abbreviations extensively. 
Later came a letter from a subscriber 
at Commerce, Iowa, reading: “Gntmn: 
Yr abbr of our town of Commerce as 
Comre in yr new tel drctr is unfr, unclr, 
unplsnt, unecsry.” Cincinnati Enquirer. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Wilber Birdsall, father of Betty Thomsen, 
Accounting, passed away September 23. Fu- 
neral services were held September 25 at 
Ashland. 

F. W. Kaeding, father of Irene Smalldon, 
Fairbury Traffic, passed away September 16. 
Funeral services were held September 19 at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, York. 
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Why Does a Chicken 
Cross the Road! 


Why, also, does a dog? It’s risky busi- 
ness on today’s highways, even for the 
driver who tries to avoid them. Of 
course it’s important to avoid hitting an 
animal or fowl if you can, but the Insti- 
tute For Safer Living lists two consid- 
erations that must come first. Do not 
attempt to swerve out of your lane or 
make an emergency stop unless: First, 
you make sure that other traffic on the 
road will not be imperiled by your quick 
stop or change of direction, and second 
unless you know that your passengers 
are prepared for your sudden move. 


Can't Cheat by Telephone 


Under penalties of a bill signed by the 
President, persons using the telephone 
to defraud are subject to prosecution 
even if they call their victim from Mex- 
ico or Canada. The legislation, re- 
quested by the administration, plugs a 
gap in existing criminal statutes by ex- 
tending prosecution for frauds involv- 
ing telephone, radio and television to 
foreign communications. The law pre- 
viously was limited to interstate com- 
munications. 

USITA Bulletin 


Mills and Dougherty Capture Golf Crowns 


Making the longest journey to compete was Frank Kubat of Superior, standing third from left in 


the front row. 


Of the 27 golfers who turned out on 
that windy Sunday morning to com- 
pete in the annual championship tourna- 
ment, 15 became prize winners, This is 
about par for the event, for Secretary 
Dewey Nelson, producer, is an advo- 
cate of plentiful prizes. It isn’t easy to 
go home empty-handed — on purpose 
even. 

Low medal score and the champion- 
ship went once more to Roy Mills, who 
probably has lost count of the number 
of times he has led the field in this 
competition. Winner of the handicap 
trophy was Al Dougherty, whose name 
appears on the plaque for the first time. 
Other prize winners, for assorted shots 
and various reasons, were: J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, Dewey Nelsen, C. A. Eggerss, 
Les Livingston, I. J. Devoe, Loran 
Powell, L. W. Cleveland, George Wal- 
roth, Dick Hobson, Frank Kubat and 
Charles Connors. Longest drives were 
made from No. 1 and 11 by Messrs. 
Eggerss and Mills. 


Al Dougherty and Roy Mills receive their 
trophies from Secretary Dewey Nelsen. 


The tournament was held at Pioneer 
Golf Course, Lincoln, on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 9. 
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Nancy Bickford, Weeping Water Traffic, 
became the bride of James Hermance of Alvo, 
September 16, at Weeping Water. 

The marriage of Deyonna Bower, Hast- 
ings Traffic, and Robert Poppe of Deshler, 
took place September 15 at the First Meth- 
odist Church, Hastings. 

The marriage of Belva Jean Gregg, Hast- 
ings Traffic, and Gregory White was solem- 
nized at St. Cecilia's Church, Hastings, Sep- 
tember 29. 


On September 9, Lila Keim, Hebron Traf- 
fic, became the bride of Billy Egger in a 
ceremony at the Lutheran Church in Hebron. 

Ewald Ochsner, combinationman at Seward, 
and Eljsic Griess were married at the par- 
sonage of Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, 
September 8. 


Daniel T. Talty, combinationman at Platts- 
mouth, and Irma Bullock were married Sep- 
tember 15 at Saint Patrick’s Church, Neola, 
Jowa. 

Charlotte Walek of Accounting and Bob 
Colvert were married September 27 at the 
Havelock Christian Church. 

The wedding of Janice Williamson, Lin- 
coln Traffic, and William Nickoles was 
solemnized September 8 in the Temple Bap- 
tist Church, Lincoln. 
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Kind Words . . 


We hope most Lincoln subscribers 
are aware of the high quality of paper 
used in the printing of the Lincoln 
telephone directory. More often it is 
noticed by visitors from other parts of 
the country, who compare our white 
and yellow pages with those of most 
other metropolitan directories. We re- 
ceived a nice compliment from a State 
Fair visitor who felt called upon to 
write the following letter to A. B. 
Waters, district commercial manager. 


“Dear Mr. Waters: 


May | congratulate you folks on the fine 
format and the pleasing touch and highly 
legible quality of paper on which your 
telephone directory is printed. 

Having traveled to most of our states 
in the past two years and having had re- 
course to many directories in that time | 
must admit that Lincoln’s stands out shoulder 
high in the ‘’hit parade” and certainly does 
honor to the man for whom it was named. 


This is just one of the things that have 
helped to make memorable my assignment 
to give glass blowing demonstrations at the 
Dempster Mill Company exhibit at the Ne- 
braska State Fair. 


Sincerely, 
Christopher Altier, 
Your Rheemglas Blower.’ 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
The Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association in September 1956: 


Primary Members: Estella Foght, Account- 
ing, $33.60; G. C. Mann, Accounting, $12.50; 
Cecile Anderson, Lincoln Commercial, $10.00; 
E. W. Drewel, Lincoln Plant, $10.50; JoAnn 
Gloor, Lincoln Plant, $103.45; R. J. Roth, Lin- 
coin Plant, $208.15; D. D. Smith, Lincoln Plant, 
$98.00; H. D. Wart, Lincoln Plant, $17.50; A. W. 
Holcomb, General Plant, $253.35; H. C. Smith, 
General Plant, $17.50; J. H. Tice, Lincoln Con- 
struction, $35.00; Phyllis Gates, Lincoln Plant, 
$93.15; J. E. Ellis, Supply, $245.75; M. A. Potter, 
Supply, $7.50; C. G. Riedel, Supply, $20.00; 
John Spady, Hastings, Non-Functional, $173.00; 
C. J. Novak, Ashland, Non-Functional, $10.00; 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice Commercial, 
$10.00; Thelma Bitting, Beatrice Commercial, 
$476.10; Vivian Dee, David City Commercial, 
$7.50; Bohumil Docekal, David City Plant, 
$40.00; Ewaid Ochsner, Seward Plant, $15.00; 
Addalene Christian, Lincoln Traffic, $322.95; 
Mary Votipka, Lincoln Traffic, $167.55; Phyl- 
lis Shanks, Auburn Traffic, $81.45; Helen 
Norwood, Seward Traffic, $10.00; Zelda Ed- 
wards, Wymore Traffic, $29.20; Carol Penner, 
York Traffic. $240.15; T. S. Burr, Pensioner, 
$15.00; C. J. Olson, Pensioner, $15.00; F. L. 
Tefft, Pensioner, $30.00; 


Dependents: Jane Bouse, $5.00; JoLynn 
Gray, $5.90; Mrs. W. L. Hassler, $74.50; Mrs. 
H. M. Miller, $18.50; James Nelson, $21.58: Mrs. 
W. D. Quinn, $127.65; Bradley Roth, $208.15: 
Mrs. H. M. Studier, $25.00; Mrs. R. W. Tejcka, 
$335.05; Mrs. E. O. Wait, $66.00; Lincoln. 
Thomas Hedges, Hastings, $10.00: Mrs. J. B. 
Howat, Hastings, $305.50; Mrs. D. W. Smith, 
Beatrice, $12.50; Mrs. F. D. Nave, Fairbury, 
$22.50. 


Pauline Reckard 


Plattsmouth 
20 Years 
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C. E. Connors 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Amy Dixon 
Weeping Water 
15 Years 


Lela Watson 
Beatrice 
15 Years 


A. T. Albers 
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G. A. Wasson 


A. W. Holcomb 
Lincoln Lincoln Beatrice 
40 Years 30 Years 20 Years 


A1 YEARS I. \W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 
AQ YEARS A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 

37 YEARS R. L. Dalton, Lincoln. 

36 YEARS \W. C. Stewart, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS F. P. Darnold, Hastings. 

30 YEARS A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS E. G. Piper, Wahoo; Jessie Van 
Trump, Hastings. 


28 YEARS WW. J. McDowell, L. P. Schlentz, 


Florence Tatman, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 

24 YEARS L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 

23 YEARS Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS \W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lin- 
coln: Edna Pflughaupt, York. 


20 YEARS Pauline Reckard, Plattsmouth; 
G. A. Wasson, Beatrice. 


19 YEARS Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS Velma Abker, Nebraska City; C. E. 


Connors, Lincoln; Amy Dixon, Weeping 
Water: Lela Watson, Beatrice. 


14 YEARS Mary Bartyzelle, Nebraska City: 
E. G. Brehm. Viola Fischer, Ruth Kadavy, 
S. K. Lawrence, Lincoln; W. H. Husing, 
L. E. Vosika, Wilber; Virginia Lempka, Te- 


cumsceh. 
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R. K. Ghormley J. E. Hatfield 
Lincoln Stromsburg 
10 Years 10 Years 


13 YEARS Leona Geseking, Tamora; Lillian 
Hubbard, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Virginia Anderson, A. W. Berg: 
lund, Helen Pierson, Lincoln; Myrtle Smith, 
Carleton. 


11 YEARS B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth; Jack 
Billings, Beatrice; Avis Collar, Pawnee City: 
Vivian Dee, David City; P. J. Eisenbarth, 
C. F. Schleufer, Lincoln; C. A. Salisbury, 
York. 


10 YEARS J. D. Adamson, Tecumseh: A. L. 
DeBacker, Hastings; R. K. Ghormley, Lin- 
coln; J. E. Hatfield, Stromsburg; L. H. Lane, 
Weeping Water; F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo; 
J. E. Turner, Beatrice. 


9 YEARS \W.C. Baker, A. C. Brunke, M. A. 
Lohmeier, R. H. Zimmerman, Lincoln; J. D. 
Brockmeyer, Hebron: Eleanore Schutz, 


Seward; E. L. Wheatcraft, Nebraska City. 
8 YEARS L. R. Cink, Wahoo. 


7 YEARS J. W. Eckles, York; Mildred Lanik, 
Wahoo; M. L. Melvin, Superior: L. K. White, 
Lincoln; E. D. Mather, Weeping Water. 


6 YEARS D. H. Anderson, C. P. Arnold, 
Dorothe Keller, Maude Reason, R. T. Wake- 


man, Lincoln. 


5 YEARS Nancy Brehms, Weeping Water: 
Beth Deinert, Ruth Foster, Grace Kissinger, 
Helen Krieger, J. J. Miller, I. D. Schneider, 


Lincoln; Elsie France, Syracuse; Loretta Wyatt, 


York. 
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L. H. Lane F. D. Nichelson 
Weeping Water Wahoo 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Velma Abker 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 
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J. D. Adamson 
Tecumseh 
10 Years 


A. L. DeBacker 
Hastings 
10 Years 
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J. E. Turner 


Beatrice 
10 Years 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 

Vacations have taken over during the sum- 
mer months. Activities have been at a stand- 
still. Camilla Selzer spent her vacation at 
home and Columbus... Peg Murphy enjoyed 
hers by putting miles on her new Buick.... 
Lois Winterfield took in Yellowstone Park and 
Merna Bates and her husband visited in St. 
Louis and Kansas City. O. B. Dill and 
family enjoyed a trip to California. .. Ben 
and Mary Docekal tripped around the Black 
Hills. ... Lineah Johnson is all smiles over 
her granddaughter. ... Camilla Selzer, Traf- 
fic, was presented her 25th anniversary pin. 
Congratulations to Doddy, and we hope she 
has many more “pins.” 


Nebraska City Area 
by Norma Jean Dettmer 

Returning from their vacations are Lillian 
Bader, who visited her brother and family in 
Decatur, Illinois; Ruby Clites, who vacationed 
in Idledale, Colorado; Evelyn Denson at Rocky 
Mt. National Park and Denver; and Gladys 
Parker, who went to Estes Park and Denver. 
... Mr. and Mrs. George Placek traveled to 
California, and Katie Owens went to St. 
James, Minnesota. Those who took life 
easy at home were Margaret Watkins, Mary 
Tackett, and Velma Abker. ... Elaine Teten 
spent her vacation painting every room in the 
house. Sounds like quite a vacation... . Later 
vacations included Violet Peterson, who vis- 
ited in Lincoln, and Berniece West who took 
life easy at home. ... New grandmothers in 
Tratfic are Ruby Clites, who has a new grand- 
son, and Gladys Parker, who has a new grand- 
daughter. We welcome Darleen Hickey 
back with us as an occasional operator... . 
The plant department has also had a few va- 


cationers during the past month. ... I. D. 
Livingston reports that the fish were biting 
very well in Minnesota. ... Al Letellier went 


to Colorado and stopped at several points 
along the way. ...A.M .Newens vacationed 
in Colorado. ... Warren Eltiste spent his va- 
cation at home ‘“dobbing”’ paint. 


Plattsmouth Area 

by Thelma Tritsch 
Ann Stoll had the pleasure of a nice visit 
with her son George and wife who came here 
from Washington. ... We are happy to have 
Pauline Reckard back with us after a long 
absence due to illness. .. Francis Beringer 
spent a very pleasant vacation in Monterey, 
New Mexico. ... We welcome Marvin Welsh 
to the plant department as a combinationman. 
. . Eunice Applegate, Weeping Water Traffic, 
spent her vacation in sunny California visiting 

her daughter, and sight-seeing. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 

Some of the guys and gals are still enjoying 
that good ole VACATION TIME. ... Jerry 
Shipley of Plant, along with his family, spent 
an enjoyable time at Woman's Lake, Hacken- 
sack, Minnesota. Jerry said it was very good 
fishing. We received a card from Lydia 
Jones and husband who were on an extended 
trip. The card was from Banff, Alberta, Can- 
ada. ... Norma Bender spent her vacation at 
her home in Milford and visiting friends... . 
Martha Merz attended the Fremont-Norfolk 
football game recently. Her nephew is a half- 
back on the team. ... Lola Langner recently 
entertained her sister and husband from Cali- 
fornia. ... Dale Gray, son of Manager Gray, 
is home after four years in the Navy. He is 
now attending the University of Nebraska. 
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Don Smith, of Beatrice, bagged a fine deer in 
1954 and a buck antelope in 1955. This year 
his wife, Norma, thought she would like to 
share in the glory. She had never shot a rifle or 
larger bore than a 22 calibre, so Dan gave her 
an intensive training course in the use of a 30-06 
Mauser. On the first dav of the season at Har- 
rison, at 175 yards, she put her second shot 
through the heart of this trophy-sized (14-inch 
horns) buck antelope. Its hog-dressed weight was 
91 pounds. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 

Leona Benal spent her first week of vaca- 
tion at home with the flu and the second 
week in Minnesota fishing and visiting rela- 
tives. ... Joanne Bock spent her vacation at 
home in David City and also a few days in 
Missouri, visiting her grandmother. ... Mary 
Beaty spent her final week of vacation at 
home taking life easy. Lois Woody is 
preparing for wedding bells in the near fu- 
ture. Best wishes are extended to her. 
Birthday cake and coffee were served in honor 
of Mary Beaty and Dorothy Jelinek. ...Ham 
and eggs was the setting one Sunday morning 
at 5:30 a.m. A good time was enjoyed by all. 
.. . Ed Piper spent his vacation doing repair 
work on his home. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Vacations are still the big news here. The 
first two weeks of September Leta Holscher 


Brian and Diane Franzen, children of Carl 
Franzen, combinationman, Pawnee City, pose be- 
side a Canadian highway on September 9. The 
temperature was only one degree above the freez- 
ing mark. 
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enjoyed visiting relatives at Pierce and sur- 
rounding towns. ... Yours truly spent a few 
days sightseeing at Estes Park, Denver and 
Colorado Springs the last of August... .. Shir- 
ley Nincehelser spent some time at the Lake 
of the Ozarks end Louisville, Kentucky. ... 
Vivian Kinghorn and family spent several 
weeks during August on her sister’s farm at 
Stromsburg. Myron Birdsley says other 
than attending the Sidney Rodeo he spent his 
time fishing and resting at home... . George 
Damon enjoyed touring through the Black 
Hills and South Dakota Bad Lands, Denver, 
and Colorado Springs. Among those at- 
tending the State Fair and Sidney Rodeo were 
Francis Neil, Deloris Bolejack, JoAnn Coat- 
ney, Idalene Bogle, Della Gerdes, Doris Peter- 
son and June Taylor. ... Shirley Nincehelser 
entertained Deloris Bolejack, Roberta Bohl, 
Della Gerdes and JoAnn Coatney and daugh- 
ter at a birthday party. Wilma and Bob Bell 
showed pictures of their recent trip. 


Beatrice Area 
by Frank Fisher, Lola Boughtin and 
Marlene Lienemann 

Joan Borzekofski is driving a green Pontiac 
and Winifred Jackson is sporting a new 
Studebaker nowadays... . Phyllis Jungcek and 
Mary Ann Reimer have left temporarily to 
join the “League of Mothers’”’. Rosalie 
Witkowski and Marcella O’Bryan attended a 
wedding at St. Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha 
recently. ... Ruth Diekmann has received a 
report from Claudine Schlake stating that 
Tacoma, Washington is a fine place. ..Alma 
Scinoueax (nee Norman) and husband visited 
recently with Margaret Malecha. ... And 
there are several fall vacations. Mable Wiet- 
ing was at home for a week being entertained 
by her 312-year-old grandson. Rosalie 
Witkowski had a short stay in Omaha, and 
after several short trips spent the rest of the 
time at home. Marilyn Vonderhaar and 
Barbara Portrey are leaving for Gulfport, Mis- 
sissippi to visit Marilyn’s aunt and family. En 
route home they will stop over in Kansas City, 
Mo. ... Beverly Rotzin’s son, Jack, is home 
on leave from the Air Force prior to his trans- 
fer to Iceland. Thelma Bitting has re- 
turned to work after convalescing from an 
operation. ... Mr. and Mrs. Don Young spent 
their vacation with relatives and enjoying 
the sights in and around Denver. Don reports 
that ‘dogs don’t run fair’. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Heikes have been sporting around in their 
new Mercury... . Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nevitt 
spent their vacation visiting their son in Los 
Angeles. Shirley Martin entertained the 
Wymore traffic and commercial girls at her 
home recently. Norma Scheideler and Lura 
Lamb showed slide films of the Diamond 
Jubilee Celebration parade. Later in the eve- 
ning a delicious lunch was served. ... It’s 
nice to have Sophia Witcofski back in Traf- 
fic as an occasional operator and Ruth Vroo- 
man is now a full-time operator. ... Lura 
Lamb, on a three-month leave of absence, is 
spending some time in California, visiting and 
caring for her grandmother. ... Helen Trent 
had as guest at her home her daughters, Jean 
from Kansas, and Mrs. Martin Geske from 
San Francisco. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta McIInay and Darlene Acord 

Ethel Park usec her vacation to good ad- 
vantage by rejuvenating her home: however, 
two weeks wasn’t enough and she says there's 
still much to do. ... Betty Steele and Helen 
Cudly went to Omaha for the Lawrence Welk 
show during Helen’s vacation. Helen also vis- 
ited her parents in Milligan. Elizabeth 
Johnson, Crete chief operator, is grandmother 
again for the third time. All three are grand- 
sons. ... Any football talk will be sure to 
interest Arlene Musil. She is a new but ardent 


LT&T float used in the Wymore Diamond Jubi- 
lee parade. Completing the pretty picture are 
the young attendants, Carol Petersen and Susan 
Forke. Carol is the daughter of Norma Petersen 
and Susan the daughter of Sophia Witcofski, 
both of Wymore Traffic. 


fan this year since her son Marvin made the 
high school team. The Lumir Vosikas, 
Wilber, went to Minnesota to vacation and 
really brought home the fish. Loretta 
MclIlnay is just back from a week’s vacation. 
Didn't go anywhere, but really enjoyed just 
loafing. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 


A fried chicken pot luck supper was held 
in the basement. Planned for the back yard, 
the dust blew so much everyone decided they 
liked the chicken without sand. Ice cold 


watermelon was the finishing touch.... Car- 
olyn Fisbeck is going around sparkling like 
the ring she very recently received... . Ber- 


tha Cerveny vacationed at home, and Vera 
Sweetser did likewise. . Irene James and 
Betty Vaughn have been tripping along with 
their husbands to Des Moines, Lincoln and 
Topeka, where Irene’s husband, Paul, com- 
peted in the races driving his Own car.... 
Velda Wagner vacationed at home, as did 
Earl Schemmerhorn and Victor Cacek. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


Recent vacationers were Vyrl Clark who 
spent most of his time just loafing except for 
a few days visiting in Omaha... . Carl Fran- 
zen visited relatives in North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Minnesota and Canada. Carl reports 
that it was a little cold for camping out on 
part of their trip. Everyone thought sure he 
would come back with some big fish stories 
but so far nary a word has been heard. 
Avis Collar spent several days touring through 
Colorado, Wyoming and the sand hills, and 
visiting relatives in Illinois and Indiana... . 
Sightseeing in Mexico was Harold Williams 
during his vacation. Raymond Bruning 
enjoyed a recent trip to Lincoln when he took 
a load of Boy Scouts to the Nebraska-South 
Dakota fcotball game. Raymond has also 


Belva Jean Gregg of Hastings Traffic smiles 
her appreciation of the bountiful loot that came 
her way at a shower given by department per- 
sonnel on September 13. 


acquired a new member to his family—a hunt- 
ing dog. ... Millie Wert is counting the days 
until her son and his wife will leave Okinawa 
for the States. ... Weekend visitors of Ruth 
Avery where her sister and family from 
Cozad. .. Sharon Hanau, known as second 
top man on the totem pole, is looking forward 
to a welcomed weekend visitor from Omaha. 
Having been in the dark about the attraction 
in Omaha, light suddenly dawns. ... Ivan 
Haith, Humboldt manager, enjoyed his vaca- 
tion visiting relatives and friends around Red 
Cloud. ... Corky, a little toy terrier puppy, 
has come to make his home with Emma Lee 
DeJongze. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Henri Goracke 


There are still a few vacationers to be 
heard from. Juanita Waring and boys spent 
an interesting two weeks on a sightseeing 
trip to California. If there had been any 
more ghost towns or curio shops on the 
way, she wouldn’t have made it back to work 
on time. As it was, she didn’t return until 
the eleventh hour. One of the trip’s high- 
lights was a visit to Disneyland. ... Norma 
Lee Hahn and husband spent a week fishing 
in Minnesota. They didn’t have very good 
luck and blame it on the cold weather... 
Vernabelle Mommens spent her vacation pull- 
ing for the Humboldt Fair—taffy, that is, all 
flavors. Irby Halverstadt also tried his 
luck at fishing at Valentine. Irby, too, claims 
it was so cold he had to sleep with his hat 


and bow tie on... . Virginia Lempka and hus- 
band spent one weekend with relatives in 
Omaha... . Mary Meister and sister attended 


the Independent Pioneer Banquet in Stein- 
hart Park in Nebraska City. Mary says the 
food was delish. After a hard time of 
trying to find bowlers, we now have a girls’ 
team for the Company. It is composed of 
Juanita Waring, Cecile Morehead, Arlene 
Pluta, Norma Lee Hahn and Henri Goracke. 
Up until last week they were doing quite 
well. Wonder what happened then? ... Jim 
Smith and family enjoyed a trip to Kansas 
City recently, and while there Jim took in 


the baseball game between Detroit and the 
Kansas City A’s. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


The girls in Traffic and Commercial gave 
a party honoring Marion Sinnett, who recently 
resigned. The evening was spent making hats, 
which turned out to be quite stylish. The 
girls also had an opportunity to view slides 
that Virginia Baker had taken on her vaca- 
tion. ... And speaking of vacations, Nata 
Hershey and W. R. Minich enjoyed vacations 
at home. .. Lowell Garrett is back to work 
following his recent illness, and Erma Dixon 
has returned to work after a brief period in 
the hospital at Lincoln. 


Hastings Area 


by Carol Cummings and Donnabelle Schumann 

On September 13, Belva Jean Gregg, traffic 
department, was honored at a shower in the 
home of Gradon White. The evening was 
spent visiting and playing games, and later 
refreshments were served. Belva received 
many lovely gifts, and an enjoyable evening 
was had by all. ... It is nice to see Rosetta 
Habben back to work following her recovery 
from a recent operation. Nettie Baker, 
our “Coffee Lady,’’ has been absent because 
of illness, and we are hoping she will soon 
be back. . Donna Larson seems to be the 
only one taking her vacation at this writing. 

.. And now for a bit of news from the 
plant department. ‘“Mickey’’ DeBacker reports 
he had a very nice trip to the Ozarks, as did 
Jack Roth and family. Jim Selko and family 
vacationed in California, and ‘‘Peach Picking”’ 
Don McKean tells a great story of his experi- 
ence picking peaches in Oregon. He even 
brought a large peach back for inspection, but 
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They should be called the “traveling chiefs,” 
for they explore different parts of the nation 
each summer on their joint vacations. This year 
it was the Black Hills of South Dakota. At the 
left is Lela Watson, C. O. at Beatrice, and at 
right, Edna Pfiughaupt, C. O. at York. 


it seems it was eaten before it reached the 


switchroom.... Floyd Arvanette has returned 
after two weeks military leave and two weeks 
vacation. ... John Eckles, formerly of Has- 


tings Plant but now located at York, was a 
recent visitor in the Hastings switchroom, as 
was Dave Guthrie who stopped in for a few 
minutes en route to Lincoln. A dinner 
was held in Lincoln honoring Jack Mason on 
his 40th Anniversary with the Company... . 
Ed Jungck has returned to work following a 
prolonged absence because of a broken ankle. 


Hebron Area 

by Mary Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Wellman spent part of 
their vacation in Colorado visiting Mr. Well- 
man’s mother, who had recently undergone 
Surgery. ... Mr. and Mrs. John Brockmeyer 
and daughter Starlet report an enjoyable time, 
but cool weather, on their trip to Yellowstone 
National Park, and also Colorado. The next 
time they plan to take more blankets and 
clothing, as it got pretty cold while they 
were there. ... Ruth Rittenhouse is another 
vacationer this month ... Faye Peperkorn is 
proudly wearing a beautiful diamond, and we 
wish her every happiness. ... On September 
9, Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Taedter were in Sidney, 
Nebraska, where they attended the wedding 

of their son to Miss Myrna Fasteneau. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Edith Mattson 


Vacations this month seem to make up the 
greater part of our news. Manager Ralph Wait 
and family enjoyed a week’s vacation visiting 
relatives and sightseeing in Texas and New 
Mexico. ...F. G. Rowlson spent his vacation 
in California, returning to Nebraska by plane 
—which, according to Fred, is the only way 
to travel. . Jim Hatfield enjoyed the last 
week of his vacation just staying at home... 
Mildred Wait took over the duties of cashier 
for Edith Mattson and Betty Beebe during 
their vacations. Edith spent the remainder of 
her vacation at home, and Betty and her 
family enjoyed a few days in Colorado. 
With the new issue of the directory just 
around the corner, the directory salesmen 
have been visiting our area recently. 


Superior Area 


by Ann Hanson 


Again ours is vacation news. Artis Bowen. 
chief operator, vacationed in the Ozarks. 
Glenda Garton has returned from her vaca- 
tion which included trips to Colorado and 
South Dakota. Bertha and Olga Anderson vis- 
ited in Kansas City, Chicago and Lincoln, and 
report a fine vacation. Ann Hanson, Com- 
mercial, was also a vacationer. ... Clara 


Chambers visited the Eisenhower Memorial 
in Abilene, Kansas, and Mary Ahrens drove 
to Beloit, Kansas, to help celebrate her grand- 
parents’ golden wedding anniversary. A 
Crystal Langer spent a weekend in Crete. ... 
Donna Gillett has moved to Manhattan, Kan- 
sas, to be with her husband who is enrolled 
in college there. She received a lovely hassock 
from the employees at a farewell party held 
in her honor. ... Twilla Jensen has moved 
into her new home. Her husband is attending 
Fairbury College this fall... . Wanda Thomp- 
son and Donna Snavely, former employees, 
have returned to work. ... Veda Parsons has 
been absent for several weeks because of a 
broken ankle. On September 9, Frank 
Kubat attended the golf tournament at 


Lincoln. 
York Area 


by June Moore 


We still have a few vacationers this month. 
They are Hazel Thomason and Ada Shipp, 
both of the traffic department. They chose 
to spend their vacations at home. Don Schark, 
plant department, has been enjoying a vaca- 
tion at home. ... Broken bones seem to be 
quite common among the girls in Traffic. 
Darlene Maulsby broke her arm while spend- 
ing a weekend in Oklahoma; Winnie Sanburg 
broke a toe when she missed a step going to 
the basement of her home. ... Agnes Buller 
is proudly wearing a new diamond, and 
we wish her every happiness. . A coffee 
was given honoring Deloris Peterson, who is 
taking a leave of absence. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Baseball is dead as the morning topic of con- 
versation for the sports commentators of the 
department and football has taken its place. 
Harold Brady is afraid he’s jinxing his teams: 
every time he goes to a game the team he 
roots for loses. Aside from being a football 
fan, Harold is also a Lawrence Welk fan. He 
saw the Champagne Music Makers recently in 
Omaha... . Politics too has been a morning 
topic, and a red glow-in-the-dark Stevenson 
sign has been accidentally glued to the front 
of Dewey Nelson's desk. Dewey has left strict 
orders that it be removed by the time he re- 
turns from his vacation. . . . Other vacations 
were: A cold week in the Black Hills and the 
Bad Lands for Betty Sherwood, who finally 
tasted buffalo in the form of a buffalo-burger. 
The same territory also appealed to Barbara 
Rich and her new husband (not to imply there’s 
an old one somewhere). Estella Foght’s money 
went to the dogs in a mid-September Colo- 
rado vacation. Betting on the dog races at 
Greeley was decidedly unprofitable. Estella 
recommends the colorful scenery this time 
of year; red and yellow aspens, and blue 
spruce. Marie Vidlock had cold weather for 
her trip to visit friends and relatives in Wis- 
consin. Working on his farm near Holdrege, 
land levelling and digging a test well for irri- 
gation occupied B. J. Sievers during his three- 
week vacation. Also on a farm was Jack Geist 
who visited his wife’s family. Don Schwenke 
traveled to friends in San Francisco and while 
there saw President and Mrs. Eisenhower 
which is after all the next bestes to Adlai and 
Estes*. California also attracted Carl Ahl who 
spent two and a half weeks putting 4,900 miles 
on the car while visiting his brother near 
Fresno. The drive was long, hot, and too moun- 
tainous, and all in all Mr. Ahl was giad to get 
back to Lincoln. Next time he’ll fly (go by 
plane, that is). Back yard vacations were en- 
Joyed by Betty Tribble and Mary Zehr. 

In the worldly possessions department: Roberta 
and Bob Edgman acquired a new gold-and- 
cream Chevrolet over the Labor Day weekend. 
In unintentional contrast Jerry Swenson has 
acquired a new Model T guaranteed not to 
fall apart with a practically brand new motor 
(1948). ... Marie Vidlock’s section of the office 
looked like a cross between a fur trading post 
and a foreign trade and import station when 


Our well-known fishermen display the morn- 
ing’s catch on their Canadian vacation in Sioux 
Narrows District on Lake of the Woods. 31 wall- 
eyed pike ranging from two to four and a half 
pounds are on the string. The anglers, from left, 
are: Merl Sherman, Lincoln Commercial; Bedric 
Wanek, Lincoln Commercial; and Byron Pattison, 
Lincoln Plant. 


she brought in the exotic gifts she’d received 
from a friend who was travelling through 
India, Malaya, and Thailand. The girls were 
greeted by the cight of a leopard and a croc- 
odile amony other things when they arrived 
at work one morning. It was with relief that 
the animals were found to be removed from 
their dangerous aspects. ...A pretty pink lei 
was received recently from Hawaii vacationer 
Grace Hauschild. Grace is undoubtedly work- 
ing for the Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce 
and has been sending cards, advertisements, 
and flowers back to attract the tourist trade. 
It’s alla plot to undermine the worker’s morale. 
* Diane’s opinion. (Editor) 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Sally Grabowski and Carol Goff, 
Associate Editors 


Delores Dovel just returned from a trip to 
Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Washington, D.C. She reports having a won- 
derful time. ... The green 1956 Mercury that 
picks Bonnie Barr up after work is the new 
ear she and her husband have invested in. 
... JoAnn Thomsen spent a quiet vacation at 
her home in Minden. ... Over Labor Day some 
of the girls joined the other travelers and took 
a trip. Among them were Zigrida Bumanis, 
who went to Chicago; Mary Lou Tiangco, who 
journeyed to her hcm2 in Primrose; and Pat 
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Definitely not a museum piece is Roy Mills, 
golfing champ, on vacation in the ‘Shepherd of 
the Hills’’ country of the Ozarks. 
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and Eunice Bailey, who traveled to Boulder, 
Colorado. ... Nina Anderson had a very busy 
month, Besides her son being home on a 29- 
day leave and spending most of her time with 
him, she took a vacation to her home in Kansas. 
. . Mickey Ward is expecting to find a gray 
hair some morning after having taken up 
cake decorating. . If we should see Bob 
Ross run out of the office some day, he will 
probably be dashing home to rescue Mrs. Ross 
from snakes which Bob’s cats delight in hunt- 
ing and piling their bodies at the front and 
back doors. ... Don Nelson took his Boy Scouts 
out on a camping trip one week-end and it 
seems that Don isn’t as young as he used to 
be, for he spent the next day sick in bed. ... 
Charlotte Coivert and husband spent their 
honeymoon in Denver. She remarks the coun- 
try is beautiful. ... Eileen Sowokinos spent her 
vacation in the peace and quiet of her home. 
.. . After hearing the Accounting folks rave 
about those delicious steaks at Seward, your 
reporter is very sorry she missed the steak fry. 
Representing this section were Opal Allison, 
Kay Pfeiffer, Helen Pickard and Edna Rosanne. 
. Sally Grabowski is much more cautious 
these days as she approaches the water foun- 
tain in Eunice Bailey’s office. Seems as though 
the water had been turned off for some reason, 
and air was in the pipes. When the water was 
turned on again, the air had to be forced out 
first, causing the water to burst out at quite 
a speed. And it did burst out, right into un- 
suspecting Sally’s face. ... Kay Pfeiffer re- 
turned from a well enjoyed vacation in Las 
Vegas, Los Angeles, and surrounding towns... 
Eunice Bailey and husband took a week’s trip 
to Springfield, Ohio. ...Alvina Upitis took her 
vacation and just took life easy by staying 
at home... . Louise Jenkins’ visitor was her 
sister, Alene Owens from Texas, who was once 
an operator at Nebraska City. . Ramona 
Johnson and husband ventured to St. Louis 
over the Labor Day weekend. While there, 
they saw Cinerama and really enjoyed it... . 
We want to say “Welcome Back” to Eleanor 
Grabowski. Eleanor was on leave from the 
department for a while, and it is nice to see 
her again. ... Betty Biggs and former em- 
ployee Helen Hall spent three weeks in 
“Sunny” California. ...M. W. Franklin and 
wife took a vacation that lasted one marvel- 
ous month, They traveled to Canada, visiting 
Calgary and Vancouver. A stop was made at 
Seattle to visit a daughter and her family. 
Another daughter was seen in Spokane where 
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin met two of their grand- 
children for the first time. Mixing business 
with pleasure, Mr. Franklin stopped at the 
telephone company at Everett, Washington, 
and The General Telephone and Telegraph 
Company of the Northwest. ... Darlene Hagel- 
Pitt vacationed in her home town of Syracuse. 
Darlene turned ‘girl farmer” and helped her 
dad pick corn! Sounds like work. ... Wanda 
Carman and husband, Roy, are real football 
fans, so of course they didn’t miss the Nebras- 
ka-South Dakota game. Wanda thought it 
was terrific, and we all agree. .. . Joyce Smith 
and yours truly held each other up while we 
were vaccinated for influenza. It wasn’t half 
as bad as we thought it would be, however, and 
both of us made it back to work. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


It seems as if all we have been doing is say- 
ing goodbye—now it is Carol Wier who is ex- 
pecting a little one; Marg Ryne going to Camp 
Carson, Colorado with her husband; and Mary 
Pohlenz who has a baby daughter and is the 
happiest person alive. She and Mel were 
finally able to adopt a baby... . Jody Hartley, 
Marlene Holsten and Joyce Brown took a 
week-end trip to Estes Park and had a wonder- 
ful time. Viola Fischer and husband attended 
the Shrine Convention in K. C., Missouri. Stella 
Sowers spent her vacation at her mother’s 
home in Ord. ... Back with us to help during 
directory rush is Thelma Mahlman—and glad 
to have her back... . Marla Kutz, Sandy Carter 
and Shirley Broiller treated their husbands 
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The residents of Lincoln’s 4-Office, as depicted by the talented pen of Darlene Seamark, wife of 
one of their number. “Thallas’’ is Bob Thallas; ‘‘“George’’ is George Albury, office foreman; ‘Liver’ is 
Bobby Livingston, of softball fame; “Bruce” is Bruce Seamark, piping his new wife, Darlene, to atten- 
tion; “Drake” is Warren Drake of the notable Tecumseh telephone family; ‘Al’ is Al Spaulding; and 


“Clem” is, of course, Clem Bottorff. 


and Shirley’s boy friend to steak dinners at 
Lone Oak, September 22. They must have de- 
cided they didn’t have enough on the 20th as 
that was the day of Local Commercial’s steak 
fry at Hughes Brothers cabin in Seward. A 
good time was had by all on both occasions. 

. . The directory department has had quite 
an experience with their pet turtle as they ar- 
rived at work one morning and found him 
dead. Shirley, Marla and Sandy spent a sad 
morning and when they returned from lunch 
their turtle had come to life—thanks to Loren 
Powell who bought them a new one. They 
named it Mergatroid. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 

We are glad to report Elmer Kleckner is 
back on the job and feeling fine. ... Jack 
Mankamyer, a former employee, was a visitor 
in our office August 30. Jack is attending the 
University of Denver and working part time 
in the office of Swift & Company. ... Bill 
Clement and wife vacationed by motoring to 
Washington, D.C. They visited Earl Kil- 
patrick and family. Earl, a former employee, 
is working for the National Security Agency. 
Bill said Washington, D.C. is quite a place. 
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Best of our vacation photography was a color- 
shot of Boyd Wedgwood, Lincoln Commercial 
seated before his evening campfire in the western 


wilds. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Gloor 


The vacations are just about over. Otis 
Clark spent the rest of his vacation resting 
at home. . .. Ivan Paddack finished his va- 
cation by visiting his folks at Edgar. ... Lee 
Rising traveled around through Estes Park, 
Colorado, Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons. 
We are sorry to see Lee leave and all wish 
him luck on his new job as manager of the 
Chamber of Commerce at Kimball. ... Al 
Reed spent his three weeks vacation at home. 
His son and family came from California to 
visit them. While they were here they went to 
Kansas City for a day and spent it with 
Al’s brother and family. But as usual there 
always is work that has to be done. Al got 
real ambitious and painted his house. 


"A" Office 


by George Albury 


Robert D. Thallas and family spent the first 
week of his vacation attending the State Fair. 
During the second week they visited at Hast- 
ings and Hyannis. Part of the time was spent 
on a ranch near Hyannis where Bob shot 
prairie dogs and took colored movies. The 
tour of the Nebraska National Forest at Hal- 
sey was especially interesting. This is re- 
portedly the world’s largest man-made forest. 
It consists of about 90,000 acres of land, with 
90,000 acres of it in trees... . Myron Shavlik 
spent part of his vacation at Chambers, where 
he visited his parents, and other relatives. 
He also enjoyed a few days fishing at Fort 
Randall Dam in South Dakota. 


"5-1" Office 
by Arlene Swanson 


Ralph Schweitzer traveled to the Ozarks 
during his vacation. ... Kenneth Myhre spent 
a few days in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, vis- 
iting relatives and the rest at home paint- 
ing his garage. . Hugo Staley spent four 
days of his vacation in Kansas City attend- 
ing the baseball games and the remainder 
around home... . Ivan Hellerich vacationed 
at home... . Howard Smith is at this writing 
spending a week’s vacation bow-and-arrow 
deer hunting in Halsey Forest. 
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Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Ahl 


Vacations are still headlines this month. 
Vaughn Baum and son, Gail, spent a week 
fishing in Minnesota. According to Vaughn, 
there just isn’t any place else to fish. It 
seems quite a few people agree with him.... 
Marvin Joosten reports he had good luck 
fishing there with his family and friends... 
Bob Green also tried his luck and reports 
a nice time. . . . Norris Hammond and family 
toured the states along the Gulf of Mexico. 
Norris reports they had a wonderful time 
sightseeing and swimming. . Dean Jones 
visited Kansas City, Denver, Estes Park, Royal 
Gorge and also traveled to South Dakota. ... 
Magdalen Heser, Hazel Higgins, Bob Black- 
ford, and Lester Pierce all spent their vaca- 
tions at home. .. . Yours truly spent a won- 
derful vacation touring Wyoming, Montana, 
and South Dakota. Some of the interesting 
sights were Yellowstone National Park, Black 
Hills, and the Badlands. We also visited rela- 
tives in Cheyenne. 
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Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


“He was turning this way,” said Charley 
Connors, making like a steering wheel, “but 
looking that way,” demonstrating with a glance 
over his shoulder. “I didn’t have a chance.” 
Charley says his Oldsmobile is only Slightly 
scutfed. ... ‘“‘The thing I like best about this 
Ford,’’ mellowec Don Christle as he headed 
for the “6” Office with passengers Pep 
Saunders and Gay Henderson, “‘is the radio.” 
He flicked on soft music and relaxed. As 
they approached the 21st and Rock Island 


crossing, the lights were flashing. “Stop,” 
bellowed Henderson, terrified. “It’s just a 
handcar,”’ soothed Christle as he looked down 


the track and slammed on his brakes. ‘Look 
out,’’ vocaiized Saunders. ‘“‘Back up,” screamed 
Henderson, still terrified. Don did both just 
in time for the descending guard gate to 
catch the aerial, mangling it into a very dis- 
couraged looking thing. The soft music 
finaled in scratching crescendo. ‘‘What do 
you mean—look out? You mean look up,” 
complained Christle, snapping off what was 
left of the entertainment and heading for 
his underwriters. . Other auto fanatics— 
Fred Segoviano, a new Pontiac; Roger Dehn- 
ing, a new Ford; and Robert Cardwell, a new 
Chevy. Times must be tough. “It’s better 
than Korea,’’ reminisced Cardwell. ‘I got so 
thin over there I had to wear my wedding 
ring on my thumb.” But leave it to 
Virginia Klatt tc get close to the transporta- 
tion industry. She returned last month from 
a vacation trip to her boy friend’s home town, 
Detroit—car cornucopia of the world, where 
his father helps run the Pontiac factory—and 
more recently by plane from Chicago and 
successful examination for hostess on United 
Air Lines. She expects to be in her new 
career, come spring. . . Also leaving—Ruth 
Gekas for near Chicago where hubby will 
help run a department store. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Krieger, Associate Editor 

A quiet month befell most of us here in 
this department. However, two of our girls 
were on vacation. According to Jackie Schizas, 
her vacation was spent relaxing. She did, 
however, go to Omaha where her parents live 
and did ‘‘Christmas’’ shopping. It doesn’t 
seem possible to be talking about Christmas. 
It’s hard to realize that it is only two months 
away from October 25. We had better do as 
Jackie has done and at least think about 
Christmas shopping. Joan Marting and 
her husband went to the Ozarks where they 
spent some time at Lake Taneycomo, taking 
in the sport of boating. They also did some 
visiting in Springfield, Illinois, and St. Louis. 
Sounds like great fun and we know Joan will 
agree that it was. 


“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Several members of the “Retired” Club at- 
tended the women’s Pioneer party held at 
Steinhart Lodge, Nebraska City, on September 
26. They enjoyed the Fall Festival dinner 


and social gathering. . . . Guests at the home 
of H. J. Soderholm were relatives from Santa 
Rosa, California and Ogden, Utah.... Mr. and 


Mrs. Rex Winders have been entertaining rela- 
tives from Los Angeles; Bloomington, Illinois; 
and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
L. A. Stacy are making a trip to Auburn to 
show pictures in color of their trip to Trini- 
dad, West Indies, to a couple of organizations 
there; then on to Iowa to visit relatives and 
show their pictures there also. Their son, 
Howard and family, left the last of August to 
return to Trinidad. ... Allen L. Overcash, a 
former employee; son of Bert L. Overcash of 
the iegal department and grandson of Bert R. 
Overcash, retired; is now attending Harvard 
Law School at Boston. Lucy Lyle and 
daughter went on a vacation trip to Flag- 
staff, Arizona and then to Denver to spend 
the summer with her son and family. ...T. 5S. 
Risser and several members of the Historical 
Committee have been busy collecting his- 
torical telephone equipment. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Kathleen Litt 

Vacations top the month’s news. Minnie 
Allen traveled to Minnesota. Doris Hardt vis- 
ited the Black Hills. Verletta Alexander and 
Lila Shaw spent their vacations in the Ozarks. 
Betty Moore spent part of her vacation at 
Nemaha. Lucile Schmersal visited her brothers 
in Inglewood and Granada Hills, California. 
Janice Nickoles visited Maryland and Wash- 
ington, D.C. Genevieve Griffin visited Wich- 
ita and Colorado Springs. Hazel Nichols spent 
part of her vacation in Omaha. Dorothea 
Heckman toured Salt Lake City, San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, Tijuana and Redwoods. 
Dorothea said tnat Carmel by the Sea was 
about the most beautiful of the whole trip. 
Marguerite Mazuch visited in Holstein and 
Council Bluffs. Viola Clough visited Colo- 
rado, Utah, Nevada, and California. Velda 
Wickenkamp went to Denver. Louise Schmidt 
visited Bryce Canyon, Grand Canyon, and 
California. Many of the girls just stayed 
home. Doing this were: Darlene Multer, 
Gladys Trumble, Eloise Baldwin, Arleen Fitz- 
patrick, Lillian Campbell, Hazel Neman, Eunice 
Green, Beth Deinert, Vera Wasson, and Mabel 
Volpp. Ruth Fleischmann spent her vacation 
moving into a new home. Mrs. Fleisch- 
mann, Wilma Wergin, and Georgia Smith at- 
tended the Lawrence Welk show in Omaha. 
; Several operators participated in the 
Telerama for Multiple Sclerosis. The oper- 
ators also contributed $150 which was calied 
in by Chief Operator Melba Richards. 


Supply 


Florence Tetman, Associate Editor 
Much vacation time has been spent in house 


painting. Frank Hendrix, Dick Grant, Mar- 
shall Potter, and Ray Sherman all wielded 
brushes and are quite happy with the results. 
Dick’s new color scheme, however, cost him 
a pretty penny. When the living room was 
done, the color of the old furniture didn’t 
match the wall, so an investment in new 
sectional pieces was a must... . Sylvia Hoag- 
lin is in the painting business, too, but during 
her off-the-job hours. She and ‘Hoagy’ have 
purchased a larger home and have completely 
refinished the interior. Sylvia’s Dad is a pro- 
fessional painter so she comes by the knack 
quite honestly, but nevertheless it’s been a 
big job well done... . ‘Barney’ Barnett seems 
to be the only one of us who just rested on 
his time off. . . . Shirley Folsom visited rela- 
tives in Kansas, and spent the rest of her 
time enjoying their new home and being 
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The ladies pose before the great fireolace at Steinhart Park Lodge. 


Seated, left to right: Wilma 


McIntire, Florence Arbogast, Melba Richards, Florence Benson, Mvra Metcalf president, Frank H. Woods 
Chapter, Marge Billerbeck, Marie Vidlock, Juanita Schleif, Mina Jorgensen, Vivian Kinghorn, Helen 
Guelker, Pearl Shreve, Ida Murray, Lillian Hubbard. Standing: Lillian Bader, Dorothea Heckman, Velma 
Abker, Ruth Fleischmann, Oakel Butler, Cecelia Heller, Florence McKie, Mary Bornemeier, La Verne 
Braun, Miriam Carter, Pauline Reckard, Della Wilcox, Rose Janda, Erma Erfmier, Alice Sharpnack, 
Huldah Gessner, Mary Muldoon, Hazel Haines, Florence Tatman, Dorothy Hartford, Cecile Anderson, 
Virginia Sefic, Mae Beatv, Evalyn Beason, Mae Meduna, Georgia Smith, Louise Roth, Merlie Markuson, 
Nona Brusnahan, Mabel Volpp, Mary Meister, Evelyn Denson, Kathryn Owens, Hazel Hagenbuck, Helen 


Ofe, Edna Austin. 


The Ladies Gather on the Banks of the Missouri 


The Pioneer social season opened 
with a burst of enthusiasm as a goodly 
number of the gentler gender, including 
the Chapter’s first lady president, as- 
sembled at Steinhart Park Lodge at Ne- 
braska City for a big evening on Sep- 
tember 26. 


The tally sheet showed that 51 pio- 
neers were in attendance, thirty of them 
chugging from Lincoln in a chartered 


bus. Seven others were guests from 
our neighboring Casper E. Yost Chap- 
ter at Omaha. The balance came from 
far and near and diverse directions. 
Lillian Bader and Evalyn Beason, 
both of Nebraska City, were in charge 
of the arrangements, A delicious din- 
ner was followed by an informal though 
well planned evening. Prizes were won 
by Louise Roth, Pauline Reckard and 


Evalyn Beason. 


with her son during his playtime hours... 

Bud Miller says he spent his last week of 
vacation enjoying the State Fair. Bill Rosen- 
thal drove to California again this year, but 
of course his daughter lives there so he has 
more reason than scenery for making the 
trips. . . . The Milton Royces visited friends 
in Wheatland, Wyoming; were at the Sand 
Lake Lodge in Medicine Bow National Forest 
(Wyo.) for a few days, and on the way home 
stopped over in Estes Park for a short stay. 
... It’s mighty nice to see Jim Schellenberg 
and Jess Ellis back at work in the Shop, after 
extended illnesses. Bob Donaldson’s wife was 
hosvitalized for pneumonia and when Bob 
went to bring her home the doctor decided 
that Bob needed to be treated for the same 
ailment and put him to bed immediately. In 
fact, it was almost like an exchange of pa- 
tients in the same bed. We hope Bob will 
soon be able to be back on the job. ... As 
everyone in the storeroom working group 
ean testify, Charlie Shuler is a grand host. 
He recently entertained at a housewarming 
party, and put on a real feed for the boys... . 
Russ Rauch is now the owner of a 1956 
Pontiac. ... Axel Berglund and Bill Weygint 
declared war on the wasps in the cable yard, 
but didn’t win the first round. Each was 
stung, then they returned to the storeroom 
and armed themselves with a fire extinguisher 
which did the trick of ridding a eable reel 
of the nest. ... Some of the Shop boys think 
their boss-man, Kent Eno, went at his diet- 
ing too strenuously and lost all his strength 
as well as the desired amount of weight, as 
he had to hire someone to do some driveway 
work for him. . .. Scenery in the vicinity of 
the warehouse is rapidly changing these days. 
The five houses across the street west have 
all been moved off the lots, and the area 
cleared for construction of the proposed garage 
building. It’s been a little difficult to keep 
at the office work detail instead of watching 
the bulldozer push over the huge trees like 
they were matches. Of special interest to 
Dean Hobson were the trees in the yard of 
his childhood home, He recalls the Arbor 
Days long ago when he and Dick planted the 
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little twigs that are now the mammoth elms 
being destroyed. The Hobson home (one 
of the five removed) has now been trans- 
ported to another part of the city, and nothing 
remains but a flat piece of ground, com- 
pletely bare of any reminders of home. Time 
marches on! And, this we are being made 
aware of in more ways than one. We have 
reached the month when we must say adieu 
to as fine a boss as anyone could ever wish 
to have. Mr. Strasser retires October 31. He 
has many interesting plans for keeping busy 
in the future. Needless to say, after these 
fourteen hundred and forty-seven weeks of 
uninterrupted supervision, he is going to be 
greatly missed. 
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Perfect hosts are the two “Kens,” K. J. Bos- 
hart and K. L. Lawson, shown in plaid shirts in 
the foreground. With their own hands they tend 
and flavor the thick frying steaks, destined for the 
dinner table of their guests, the men of General 
and Lincoln Commercial. These periodical gather- 
ings are held at Ken Boshart’s cabin on the banks 
of South Bend Lake. Alex Geist is shown waiting 
for the first rare steak, while Roy Brendle ap- 
proaches through the fragrant smoke in the back- 
ground. There were 17 present at the cabin on 
the night of September 9. 
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FAMILY ALBUM 


Ge eneva Nrea 


1: Helen Adermann, chief operator at Geneva. 2: Velma Bock, of Geneva Commercial. 
3: A. L. Ackermann, manager at Fairmont. 4: Charles J. Crew, area manager, boasts a 
38-year service record; 22 years at the helm of Geneva Area. 5: Reno J. Weis, a 
veteran of Geneva Plant. 6: Edith Schafer, helper at the Shickley switchboard. 
7: Leone L. Jones, chief operator, Ohiowa. 8: J. L. Garrett, Geneva Plant. 9: Maxine 
Stolzenburg of Geneva Traffic. 10: Louise Dunse, helper, Qhiowa. 11: Iva Sole, who 
assists at the Grafton exchange. 12: June Sole, Grafton chief operator. 13: At the 
Geneva switchboard, front to back—Virginia Baker, Barbara Nittler, Viola Wall and 
Darlene Gerard. Erma Dixon, S. A.. stands ot rear. 14: Margaret M. Sanburg, chief 
operator at Shickley. 15. William R. Minich, most of whose 36 years of service has been 
at Geneva Plant. 16: John Schierman, who keeps the Geneva office and grounds tidy 
and attractive. 


LOOK MoM 
NO HANDS! 


Dick Hobson, General 

Traffic, discovered an 

old bicycle in the attic 

and decided to salvage it 

for the youngsters. It needed 

new tires, so he bought them. The 

brakes wouldn't work so he FIXED them 

and then mounted the vehicle in the role 

of test pilot. Going down a long grade he 

applied the brakes and was’ horrified to 

find they hadn't stayed fixed. Dick sped 

four thrilling blocks out of control, 

whizzing through intersections with his 
hands held before his eyes. 


IF ONLY WE COULD FIND ONE CAR 
WE COULD DRIVE AROUND LOOKING 
FOR THE OTHERS 


Ivan Hellerich, Ken Myhre and Wayne (Berky) 
Berkland, of Lincoln Switchroom, are in the 
throes of a mental block. They park their 
respective cars several blocks east of the 
office every morning and by nightfall they 
forget where they left them. It's the same 
old story every evening as the three of 
them start out on their long search. 


———— 


AH CAINT HARKEN YOUH 
YANKEE TAWK 


WHASSA NAME UDA 
NEXTOWN ? 


While on vacation in Alabama, Norris 
Hammond asked a native the name of the 
street on which he was driving. 

"It's Bail Street," said the helpful 
southerner. 

How do you spell it - B-A-L-i?" asked 
Norris, who likes to get his facts 
straight. 

"Coss not, it's spelled B-E-L-L," re- 
plied the citizen. 
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! WONDER WHAT Jaa 
COULD BE THE of 
MATTER 


Rose Cecava, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, opened the PBX 
board for business- one 


Saturday morning. She 


pushed the transfer but- 
tons and the calls began 
to flow in — but Rose was 
greeted with dead silence 
when she answered them. 
It took several minutes 
to discover that she had 
forgotten to plug in her 
headset. 


LIKE IN “PIE CRUST." 


Lucille Petracek, Crete 
operator, served a very 
helpful customer on a toll 
call. When she asked the 
number of his toll credit 


card, he identified the 


prefix letters in a most 
original manner. 


= 5 
ay 

a J CHARLEY CONNORS 
who was doing business a- 
cross his desk with Lee 
Schlentz. They needed a 
certain file and Charley 
stepped across’ the hall to 
get it. Unfortunately, he 
forgot that Mr. Schlentz 
was waiting, and went to 
the cafeteria for a cup of 
coffee. When he came back 
to the office and finished 
his interview with Lee, the 
latter invited him to a cup 
of coffee, free of charge. 
Charley had to confess that 
he had imbibed while Lee 
was cooling his heels wait- 
ins for him and the file. 


6 PC-YOU KNOW, OPERATOR, 
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Harold (Willie) Williams, Pawnee City Plant, was 
called to a local doctor's residence to fix the 
telephone. He parked his truck part way in the 
garage, went to the back door and pushed _ the 
button for admission. But there were two buttons 
and he pushed the wrong. one. It operated the 
electric garage door, which pinned his truck to 
the driveway. (Note to worried plant department: 
The truck wasn't harmed. ) 


DONT STOOP DOWN, 
LOWELL — OOPS — 
JOO LATE ! 
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Lowell Johnson, General Shop, went to the black- 
smith shop to bend some pipe. He held the pipe 
against a wall to check his patter and_ then 
squatted low to see if it fit well at the bot- 
tom. Lowell‘ didn't see the lard oil can just 
behind him. He felt it, though, and insists he 
would rather sit on a dozen tacks. Welton Grant 
came on the scene just too late to prevent the 
tragedy but just in time to administer first aid. 


4to HUM — | HATE 
THE STUFF - BUT IT 
WAKES ME UP 


We report the sad case of Ivan Paddack, toll 


equipment supervisor, who made his own break- 
fast the other morning, maybe for the last 
time. Not only did he forget to eat it, but 
“ern near burned the house down. Seems that 
Ivan put on the coffee pot, set out his cereal, 
and then took off for work, oblivious of the 
fact he hadn't eaten. Two hours later his wife 
called to give him news of the burned-out 
coffee pot and uneaten breakfast. 
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The Beatrice SATT 
Equipment 


by K. E. VERSAW 


This article is the first of severa! to be written by Mr. Versaw, 
who is the engineer assigned to all phases of COE for the new 
Beatrice building. The articles are designed to acquaint employees, 
particularly plant men, with the function and operation of some of 
the equipment and devices now being brought, for the first time, 
into LT&T-land. Though not intended as a training text, this series 
will cover the essential features of SATT and those of our people who 
are interested in the mechanics of direct distance dialing will find 
it worth their while to save the several issues in which these articles 


will appear.—Editor. 


The members of the LT&T family are 
becoming quite familiar with the terms 
“Cutover” and “Conversion to Dial 
Operation,” and as each year passes, 
more of the manual exchanges within 
our territory make way for progress 
with the Company’s announcement of 
new “conversions to dial operation.” 


This conversion program has pro- 
gressed until nearly all of us are fam- 
iliar with the names of the common 
components in any central dial office. 
Most of the men throughout LT&T-land 
have become well acquainted with line- 
finders, selectors and connectors. These 
switches are the basic components 
which form the backbone of any Strow- 
ger dial office. 


The casual visitor in many of our 
central dial offices would observe that 
one office looks exactly like the other, 
and quite often he would be correct. 
In many instances, however, outward 
appearances can be deceiving. The 
manufacturers of automatic equipment 
are continually making circuit changes 
and designing new equipment to im- 
prove the type and quality of service 
that a telephone company can provide 
its customers. These new equipment 
designs may also result in more effi- 
cient utilization of central office space. 


The automatic equipment in any dial 


office is provided to permit a subscriber 
within that exchange area to call any 
other subscriber in the same area by 
dialing the number listed in the tele- 
phone directory. The subscriber thereby 
completes the connection himself, with- 
out the assistance of a telephone oper- 
ator. When the subscriber picks up his 
telephone handset, a linefinder switch 
finds his line and connects it through 
to a waiting selector, which provides 
the familiar “dial tone.” Dialing the 
directory number causes the selector 
and connector switches to select the 
called subscriber’s line and ring his 
telephone. 


When our subscriber desires to make 
a call to a friend in a distant city, it is 
necessary for him to reach the long 
distance operator to complete the con- 
nection for him. Just a few years ago 
the completion of this call may have 
required the services of long distance 
operators in several cities along the 
way. It took time to pass information 


from one operator to the next along 
the line. 


Our first big step toward faster long 
distance dial service came in 1950 with 
the cutover to new local and toll switch- 
ing equipment at Hastings. With this 
conversion we were introduced to the 
new phrases “Intertoll Dial” and “Oper- 
ator Toll Dialing.” This new long dis- 


The spacious equipment room 
on the second floor is rapidly 
filling with racks, panels and 
bays. The installation is being 
made by a crew from Auto- 
matic Electric. The camera 
found a group of our folk in an 
exchange of information while 
Keeping abreast of develop- 
ments. Left to right: K. E. Ver- 
saw, engineer; W. L. Eckles, Jr., 
chief switchman; Dan W. Smith, 
district wire chief; and G. L. 
Oglesby, area manager. 
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The new Beatrice building, viewed from the southeast. 


tance service was not too obvious to 
our subscriber. He still must reach the 
long distance operator whenever he 
wished to talk to his friends in a dis- 
tant city, but here the similarity ended. 
The new equipment installed in Has- 
tings made it possible for the operators 
to complete toll connections to distant 
dial exchanges without the services of 
any other operators. All the toll cir- 
cuits to connecting toll centers are ac- 
cessible from the banks of the intertoll 
switch train. The routing information 
provided for the Hastings long distance 
operators specifies the special digits 
which must be dialed to reach the called 
exchange. After the operator has ob- 
tained the name of the city and the 
telephone number of the party our sub- 
scriber wishes to reach, she needs only 
to check the Intertoll Code for the de- 
sired city, then dial or key this code 
and the telephone number into the 
intertoll equipment. The call is then 
promptly completed by the intertoll 
switching equipment. As long as idle 
circuits to the called exchange are 
available, these long distance calls are 
completed almost as quickly as a local 
call. In addition to completing the long 
distance call, our operator must record 
the telephone number of the calling 
subscriber, the city and telephone num- 
ber called, the time and the length of 
the conversation on a toll ticket. This 
information is required in order to 
bill our customer for his toll call. 


Operator toll dialing service was ex- 
tended to include most of the remain- 
ing subscribers in LT&T territory with 
the cutover of the intertoll dial switch- 
ing equipment and the new toll switch- 
board in our big, new equipment build- 
ing at 15th & M streets in Lincoln in 
late 1953. 


Our conversion program is a con- 
tinuing process, with dial service for 
all of our subscribers as an ultimate 
objective. As the new equipment is 
ordered for each exchange, considera- 
tion is given to any new equipment that 
may enable us to provide better and 


more modern service to our customers. 
Equipment is now being delivered and 
installed in several of our exchanges, 
but the center of interest, both because 
of its size and the type of equipment 
provided, is at Beatrice. 

The local switching equipment now 
being installed in Beatrice may look 
much the same as that now in service 
in Lincoln or Hastings, but it includes 
special features not previously used in 
any other exchange in our territory. 

The initial installation will provide 
equipment for 3110 lines and 4700 con- 
nector terminals arranged as follows: 


Class of BankTerms. 
Service Conn. Line Eqpt. 

Indiv. & 2 Party 4000) 
Trk. & Level Hunting 400) 3000 
Rural, 10 Party 100) 
Paystation 100 60 
Telephone Co. PABX 100 50 

Total 4700 3110 


The equipment will be mounted on 
single sided frames 11’-8” high. This 
is the standard arrangement in our 
larger offices. 

Now let us take a look at the in- 
dividual ranks of local switches as 
provided at Beatrice, and compare with 
those with which we are familiar. 

The linefinder shelves are arranged 
for 200-line equipments, consisting of 
one “Line” and one “Cutoff” relay per 
line, and for 20 linefinder switches, a 
standard arrangement, but this shelf 
has felt the impact of Automatic Elec- 
tric Company’s “New Design’ forces. 
The line and cutoff relays are quite 
small and require much less mounting 
space than before. A group of these new 
relays are shown in Fig. 1. Compare 
them with the standard type relays 
shown in the linefinder switch in the 
same figure. As a result of this new de- 
sign it is now possible to install five 
linefinder shelves, 1000 lines, in one 
11’-8” bay where only four shelves with 
800 lines could be mounted previously. 

The local and toll first selectors used 
here are referred to as 2L-5N type se- 
lectors. Beatrice will be our first large 
office completely equipped with this 
type of selector, and consequently our 
first office to use “Universal” seven- 
digit telephone numbers. These tele- 
phone numbers will consist of the first 
two letters of the exchange name, and 
five digits. For example, the exchange 
name for Beatrice will be Canal, and a 
typical telephone number might be 
CA2-2222. 

This numbering plan is also the re- 
sult of many years of study by com- 
mittees composed of telephone men 
from the Bell System and Independent 
companies. Previously, we referred to 
the special routing digits that the long 
distance operator must have available 
to complete a long distance call over 
the intertoll dial system. The univer- 
sal numbering system will provide a 
distinctive telephone number for every 
subscriber. The telephone number will 
provide all the information required 
for the automatic equipment to com- 
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Fig. 1: Partial view of linefinder shelf show- 
ing miniature fine and cut-off relays with 
cover removed. 


plete the call. This means, of course, 
that no two numbers, anywhere, can be 
the same. It is not possible to provide 
everyone in the United States, and 
parts of Canada, with a distinctive tele- 
phone number by using only seven 
digits. In order to make a workable 
numbering system, the United States 
and Canada were divided into about 100 
separate areas, each identifed by its 
own three-digit area code. Nebraska is 
divided into two such areas. All of the 
seven-digit telephone numbers assigned 
within each area will be different. 
When this network is completed it will 
be possible to complete a call to any 
telephone within an area by dialing 
only the subscriber’s telephone number. 
When the call is from one area to an- 
other, it can be completed by dialing 
only the three-digit area code and the 
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Fig. 2: As a result of improved factory de- 
sign with miniature relays the Beatrice linefinder 
equipment is installed in five shelves totalling 
1,000 lines per bay instead of four shelves with 
800 lines as used in previous installations. 
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telephone number. 

These special 2L-5N selectors were 
developed so that the smaller telephone 
exchanges that do not require the use 
of all seven digits to reach the called 
subscriber could take advantage of the 
universal numbering plan without in- 
stalling additional ranks of local se- 
lectors with no other purpose than to 
use up the dialed numbers. These 
switches are arranged to “absorb” digits 
once only, or repeatedly, as the circum- 
stances in each office require. To illus- 
trate, subscribers in several of our 
dial exchanges, such as Valparaiso, Mil- 
ford, Friend, etc., now have four digit 
telephone numbers. As each of these 
digits is dialed to reach a subscriber 
within that exchange, it performs a 
useful function in the local switch 
train. If these exchanges were to be 
assigned universal seven-digit numbers 
and included in the nationwide dialing 
plan, the equipment could be arranged 
to accept the seven-digit numbers by 
replacing the existing first selectors 
with 2L-5N type selectors. These se- 
lectors would absorb the first three 
digits of the new seven-digit number 
and then proceed to trunk through the 
local equipment on the last four digits 
to select the called subscriber. 

Now to proceed with our local switch 
train. Since our first selectors are 
special and “absorb” some of the seven 
digits dialed, the next selector ranks 
are identified by their effective digits. 
At Beatrice we then have fourth and 
fifth selectors and connectors. These 
switches perform functions common to 
all dial offices. 

The equipment, with the exception 
of the ten-party group, is arranged on 
a terminal-per-station basis with the 
connector bank terminals cabled to the 
horizontal side of the line I.D.F. where 
they are cross-connected to the line 
equipment terminals on the vertical 
side of the line I.D.F. 


Two-party service is on a_  fuil- 
selective basis using divided ringing. 

Ten-party lines are arranged on a 
terminal-per-line basis and are full- 
selective using five-frequency divided 
ringing. The third digit dialed into a 
ten-party connector (the final digit of 
the subscriber’s number) determines 
the frequency and side of line for the 
ringing. The five frequency ringing 
current will normally be provided by 
an AC operated subcycle ringing ma- 
chine. The frequencies provided are 20, 
30, 42, 54 and 66 cycles per second. 
These ringing currents will be provided 
by battery operated vibrator ringing 
machines in case of AC power failure. 

Trunk and level hunting connectors 
are supplied for PBX trunk groups. 
These switches respond to the last two 
digits of the dialed station’s number, 
and thereafter automatically hunt for 
and seize the first idle trunk in the se- 
lected group. 


Continued on Page 13 


tH 


It is not the intention cf the Merchandising program to 
single out individuals for special praise or publicity. Employees 
in some classifications have far greater opportunity than others 
to meet the potential customer and promote sales. Yet, the 
efforts of some of our sales !eaders are so evident and so 
eminently successful as to leave no doubt that they are giving 
heavily of their hands and minds to Merchandisina. So we 
salute Jim Dudgeon for his terrific gain of 24 points during 
October; Dewey Lewis for widening the gap at the top of the 
list with 20 additional credit sales; Grace Heigl and Ivan 
Haith with 13 each; L. C. Hutchison with 11 and Merle Loh- 
meier with ten. Thelma Tritsch slid into second place with 
eight added points. Lillian Sowers increased her total with 
seven, while Velma Bock and Karen Speckmann had six each. 
There, we said it—and we’re alad! 
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Club Leadors. 
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Lorabelle Biltoft 
Auburn—5 Superior—4 Auburn—4 Crete—4 Beatrice—5 


Marcelene Behrends Myron Birdsley George Brock J. J. Brockmeyer 
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A. L. DeBacker L. G. Hansen 
Hastings—4 Lincoln—5 


Edith Parsons Alex Pauley 
Superior—4 York—4 


Wanda L. Thompson H. W. Tubbs 


Superior—4 Hastings—6 


INTO THE HOME STRETCH 


Surely you have noticed the spot 
announcements on TV and radio and 
newspaper advertising covering the 
length and breadth of the territory, 
telling the story of the convenience and 
economy of extension telephones, This 
is part of a promotional campaign de- 
signed to assist you, as an employee, 
to earn some easy points in the Mer- 
chandising program. The way Is be- 
ing paved to make the contact easier, 
the inducement stronger and the order 
Surer. 

The results of the Merchandising 
program for 1956 have been most grat 
fying. By the end of October an an- 
nual gain in gross revenue of more 


Marvin E. Joosten E. Elaine Kershner 
Lincoln—5 Hastings—4 


Margaret Sanburg R W. Slote 
Shickley—4 Lincoln—4 


Berthamae Ward 


Velda Wagner 
Fairbury—4 Lincoln—4 


than $70,000 can be directly attributed 
to the efforts of its participants. Serv- 
ice requests submitted totaled 5,765 
with almost two-thirds of them result- 
ing in sales. 

Now, with the added emphasis on 
extension telephone development, there 
is good reason to believe that Novem- 
ber and December totals will raise 
these marks considerably. We will be 
ready to stress and sell color to match 
the appointments in the home. Then, 
too, there should be dozens and dozens 
of telephone gifts beneath Christmas 
trees this year, for our course during 
the next few weeks will be to appeal 
to those who are wondering what to 


~ 


give, as well as convince everyone that 
a telephone is a real gift idea. 
The additional telephones chosen as 
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J. A. Mason Elizabeth Noren 
Hastings—6 Superior—4 


Jennie Stoltenberg Kathleen Sughrue 
Wahoo—5 York—4 


Verna Williams Paul Winscot 
Superior—5 Lincoln—4 


gifts will be attractively gift wrapped 
in our business offices and the billing 
for installation and service charges can 
be easily arranged for the persons mak- 
ing the gift. 

But the success of the extension tele- 
phone drive and the Christmas gift 
idea, as in everything else we do, de 
pends primarily on telephone people. 
the men and women in all departments 
throughout the territory. Plant in 
stallers and repairmen, service repre- 
sentatives, operators, and many others, 
in their daily work, can find oppor: 
tunity to talk extensions, color, Christ- 
mas gifts or special services. They'll 
be surprised how easy it is to close a 
sale when the road has been smoothed 


by directive advertising. 


By J. S. Reed 


Better service for the public is the 
main reason for a CDO (Central Dial 
Office) move. The building may have 
become too old or too cramped to 
serve the expanding needs of the com- 
munity. The heating plant may be of 
a hazardous type requiring replacement 
with safer and more modern equip- 
ment. The new CDO building is de- 


signed for economical and secure hous- 
ing of the switching equipment. 

The office move is ordinarily made 
during the time when the traffic is at 
its minimum and calls through the of- 
fice are few and far between, Office 
moves have been made late at night, 
usually after 10:00 p.m., and, where 
possible, on weekends. However, the 


trend now is to daytime transfers to 
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A combinationman’s truck with sled (shown in foreground) was employed to 
haul the Colon switchboard from the old to the new CDO building. The Wahoo Area 
boys are pushing the board into the building on rollers over heavy planks. George 
Keith, eastern district wire chief, directed the operction. 


reduce the moving cost, particularly 
when commercial movers are _ hired. 
(Such a daylight move was made at 
Garland on October 2.) 

Methods of making the move vary 
with the circumstances. Commercial 
truckers are hired in some cases, and 
in other situations the area plant force 
transfers the equipment. Every effort 
is made to expedite the move, since 
service to subscribers is cut off during 
the time and reconnection in the new 
office location takes some time due to 
the necessity for connecting a number 
of jumpers plus the power leads to 
the switch bays. For this reason, all 
necessary preliminary work is com- 
pleted before the lines and power leads 
are disconnected in the old location. 


Commercial truckers bringing the Garland switchboard onto a flat bed truck for moving to the 
new office. Note gang plank arrangement required to raise the switchboard onto the truck bed. This 
was a daylight move. George Keith, in charge, is shown in immediate foreground. The other men 
are commercial movers. 
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Office moves at Colon (June 25), 
Brownville (June 28), and Garland 
(October 2) are pictured on this page. 
Other moves were made at Panama, 
July 11, and Waverly, August 25. 


Pnoto—van smith 


North Electric all-relay switchboard being trans- 
ported across Brownville’s main street in chain 
sling of commercial derrick truck. M. A. Birdsley 
is steadying the switchboard. At right is George 
Damon. Dan Smith, southern district wire chief, 
was in charge of the move. 


One of the preliminary jobs needed before a 
CDO move can be accomplished. Splicer Jim Tice 
and his helper, Ray Strauss, are getting ready to 
splice in the tip cable for the office connection 
at Garland. 


H. H. Lohr Martha Merz Della Wilcox Clara Costello D. D. Smith 
Hastings Seward Lincoln Tecumseh Lincoln 
35 Years 35 Years 30 Years 15 Years 15 Years 


apn SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


13 YEARS Darlene Remmers, Beatrice; Ann 


9 YEARS H. O. Wentink, Hastings. , 
: Stoll, Plattsmouth; H. W. Tubbs, Hastings. 


38 YEARS Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City. 


36 YEARS Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; T. E. 12 YEARS J. P. Howland, Lincoln; Lucille 
Longdon, Fairbury; J. T. May, Lincoln. Lane, Weeping Water. 


35 YEARS H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha 10 YEARS A. L. Ackermann, Fairmont; Eu- 
Merz, Seward. nice Bailey, T. G. Goldenstein, N. E. Ham- 


se ae mond, Lincoln; Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn: 
32 cg a Cee ee ee neenneanee V. V. Clark, Pawnee City; Shirley Martin, 
enthal, Lincoln. 


A. L. Ackermann Wymore; W. K. Menze, Seward; Gearldeen N. E. Hammond 
Fairmont 31 YEARS Cecile Anderson, J. E. Backstrom, Williams, Superior. Lincoln 


10 Years ; 10 Years 
caniaaia 9 YEARS A. C. Andres, Stromsburg; Luetta 
30 YEARS Della Wilcox, Lincoln. Bacon, Hastings; W. J. Duer, C. H. Misch- 


29 YEARS Irene Combs, Lincoln. nick, Joan Moorberg, Cecile Simons, Lincoln; 


R. H. Fischer, Milford; R. A. Francis, Heb- 
28 YEARS A. B. Gorman, C. W. Helm, Lin- ron: F. G. Rowlison, Osceola; Betty Vaughn, 
coln. Fairbury. 
ae Vi 
ad Laren a 8 YEARS L. D. Burch, Crete; J. L. Garrett, 
cae Geneva; L. V. Higgins, W. L. Higgins, L. H. 
25 YEARS Louise Schmidt, Lincoln. Schmutte, Lincoln; A. L. McVay, Auburn; 
24 YEARS Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, Lin- J. L. Roth, Hastings; G. C. Shipley, Seward. 
coln. 7 YEARS Norma Hahn, Tecumseh: Leone 
21 YEARS Marie Jackson, Lincoln. Jones, Ohiowa; C. J. Tracy, Lincoln. 


19 YEARS Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo. 6 YEARS K. J. Ferguson, M. E. Joosten, R. L. 


; Wilson, Lincoln; Ewald Ochsner, Seward: 
a uh pte eae Hastings; Man- Eva Schmidt, Dunbar. 
ane Reid, Fa 


5 YEARS Zelda Edwards, Wymore; Eunice Dorothy Biggerstaff 
15 YEARS Clara Costello, Tecumseh; D. D. Green: EB. Knipple: G, BE: McCown, RB. C. Absien 


. 10 Y 
Mathis, Paula Otte, Evelyn Theesen, Lincoln; =n 
Darlene Rech, David City. 


Eunice Bailey 
Lincoin 
10 Years Smith, Lincoln. 


14 YEARS Mabel Volpp, Lincoln. 
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Shirley Martin 
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T. G. Goldenstein 
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Vv. V. Clark Gearldeen Williams 


Lincoln Wymore Pawnee City Superior 
10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
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Service Honors To Arthur Albers 


de the Albers’ haniversacy Ganchean: seated isan left: Aehie Cc. King, (Geeeae P. ae Charles 
F. Peachman, Merle M. Hale, Fred M. Strasser, Houghton Furr. Standing: Walter F. Roberts, Charles 
B. Meshier, I. J. Devoe, Mr. Albers, Paul H. Henson, Mr. Woods, K. L. Lawson, Ralph J. Connors, Gerald 
£. Miller, Byron D. Pattison, L. W. Cleveland. 


The only thing wrong with the anni- 
versary party was that it seemed a bit 
out of order to be attaching a 40-year 
emblem to the lapel of such a youthful 
appearing fellow as Arthur T. Albers, 
service foreman, Lincoln Plant. But 
the record says he is entitled to it and 
it was duly presented at the Corn- 
husker Hotel on October 22 by Presi- 
dent Thomas C. Woods. 

A goodly crowd of his associates was 
present to hear Art relate adventures 
that went back to the horse and wagon 
days and proved that he had been in 
the business for 40 years at least. Mr. 


Albers came to us in October 1916 as 
a combinationman on the toll chief’s 
crew. In June 1918 he answered the 
call to the colors and served in the 
A.E.F. for a year and four months. Re- 
turning in October 1919 to his former 
post, he was transferrred to the Uni- 
versity Place exchange in January 
1920, and three months later was sent 
to Denton as manager. He returned to 
Lincoln Plant in 1921 and, except for 
a brief turn as lineman in Construction, 
he has been a member of the local 
service forces ever since. He was ap- 
pointed service foreman in August 1951. 


A New Service For County 


An immediate savings to taxpayers 
was effected in the cutover of a new 
4-D Automatic Electric switchboard and 
related equipment at the Lancaster 
County Court House on the morning 
of October 8. The switchboard with its 
12 trunks and 42 stations replaced 45 
B-1 stations that formerly terminated 
in various county offices. Calls to all 
county offices are now routed through 
a single number, 7-3721, through the 
attendant’s board to the desired tele- 
phone. A night cut-through allows 
direct dialing to telephones of the com- 
missioners, county clerk, jail, sheriff, 
treasurer, assessor, Civilian Defense and 
Highway commissioner. 

The commercial problems of the in- 
stallation were ironed out between Roy 
Brendle, service engineer, and county 
officials. Plant functions were assigned 
to Dean Jones, Leonard White and 
Norris Hammond. Pearl Barnhouse at- 
tended the traffic instructions to the 
switchboard operators. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
POON: SGOSS ehhecs sce iuce ve seus Mach. ODF. incxccesereccs 10-11 
Commercial 
Edith Bokelman .............. Steno, Gen. Com’‘!....10- 8 
Engineering 
Andonea Chronopulos ...... BECTEIOTY © 2c5 Salts 10-15 
Marian Lanning .............. Secretory: 24..2.ccican 10-15 
Plant 
Alan D. Combs ................ Gdmn., Lincoln ...... 10- 4 
RIChOrd CONTE Wohnen Gdmn., Lincoln ...... 10- ] 
Elizabeth Hollie (P.T.) -..... Janitress, Crete ...... 10- 8 
Gerald Hurley .................. Routineman (COE), 
FIGSTINGS  secccscscnccescece 10- 2 
Donal 34 Lute ccccvctetoen.t Gdmn., Nebr. City ..10-17 
Donald K. Meister -........Gdmn., Tecumseh ..10-15 
Dale D. Miller ..c..c.cccc... Lineman, Lincoln ..10-10 
Traffic 
Josephine Coy* ....... sheceinens Opr., Lincoln .......... 9-24 
Betty EQton™ si. .1ccrocuie Opt, Nebr City: <.:..: 10- 5 
Darleen Hickey*® .............. Opr., Nebr. City ...... 10- 5 
Joy Janecek ........... Diep Opr., WaNO0: sc.0:.:2:. 10-16 
Phyllis Kavanaugh” ........0pr., Beatrice _....10-21 
Potricia: Lone” oscsivcicsven Opr., Nebr. City ...... 10-18 
COrdl MMYEFS™ sc. istasizcs Opr., Lincoln _........ 10- 1 
Wilma Pieper ..... ............ Opr., Lincoln .......... 10- 1 
Virginia: ROG: s<:4:scin dope, Lingo... 10- ] 
Mable Reetz* .................. WPM ey VOT coset ccc 10-15 
Grace Schrandt ...............Opr., Lincoln ...... ..10- | 
Donna Sprague .............. Opr., Lincoin ..........10- 1 
Bonnie Taylor*® —........0...... Opr., Tecumseh ...... 10-15 
POLITY TUES hk ncendsilec: Opr., Auburn ......... 9-24 
Betty Whitlow .... 0.0.0... Opr., Auburn .........10- 9 


* Re-employed 


Biggest USITA Convention 


A new attendance record was set 
at the 59th annual convention of the 
United States Independent Telephone 
Association, held at the Conrad Hilton 
Hotel, Chicago, October 15, 16 and 17. 
More than 3,100 were registered. 

Merle M. Hale, as retiring president 
of the Association, gave the address 
of welcome and delivered a major ad- 
dress, “Independent Telephony Looks 
to the Future,” before the general as- 
sembly of the convention. His address 
was later reprinted and _ circulated 
throughout the nation as an attachment 
to the USITA bulletin. In it Mr. Hale 
stressed the problems brought about by 
the advance in electronics and by auto- 
mation. “Many of the potential bene- 
fits to mankind,” he said, “tare quite a 
way off, but we cannot ignore their 
potential place in the scheme of things 
as we blueprint our path for the fu- 
ture.” 

K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent, as chairman of the 
Commercial Committee, presided at the 
affairs of that conference. One of the 
speakers was L. W. Cleveland, general 
traffic superintendent, whose subject 
was: “Better Commercial Performance 
Through Good Commercial-Traffic Re- 
lations.” 

Donald C. Power, president of Gen- 
eral Telephone Corporation, succeeded 
Mr. Hale as president of the national 
body. Mr. Hale was presented with an 
attractive engraved Longines wrist 
watch by the board of directors, on 
which he was retained as a member. 


A boy, William, was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
James Krieger on October 31. Elaine is on 
leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

A daughter, Barbara Rae, arrived Septem- 
ber 24 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Merle 
Lohmeier. Merle is a member of the Lincoln 
wire chief's department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Nelson announce the 
birth of a son, Scott William, October 24. 
Betty is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Merle M. Heath are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Cynthia Sue, 
born October 15. Merle is a member of our 
Hastings construction crew. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ross W. Lane are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Kathleen Marie, born 
October 17. Ross is a member of R. E. 
Hibbert’s crew, construction department, 
Lincoln. | 


The 13th Human Relations Class 


A new class in Human Relations in Management assembled on October 
25 at the 15th and M conference room at Lincoln and cracked their books 


for the first lesson following an initiatory greeting by Merle M Hale, vice 
president, as caught by the camera in the scene above. The class is being 


led by Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, and is the 13th group to be 
formed. More than 150 employees have now taken the course. Around the 


let Us Spray 


Rapidly disappearing from the scene along rural roadsides is the 
osage orange, or common hedze row. It seems that no one loves the 
unsightly hedge, which usually steals many acres from the farmer's field, 


table, from left, are: Jean Baker, Lincoln Commercial; Ken Versaw, Engi- gnd LT&T is one of several orqanizations which are hurrying its demise. 


neering; Don Swanson, Engineering; Pat Tindall, Accounting; R. R. Retzlaff, 
Accounting Les Livingston, Lincoln Plant: Mr. Hale; Mr. Roberts; Vic Mus- 
selman, Engineering; Floyd Nave, Fairbury Plant; Bill Hartz, Motor Vehicle; 
Juanita Waring, Tecumseh Traffic; O. B. Dill, David City Plant; Eunice Bailey, 


Accounting. 


We obtain excellent results by using a basal spray in the summer- 
time. By the next year the hedge stands gaunt and bare, as pictured in the 
scene above. Scarcely a green shoot could be found in this quarter-mile 
section which was sprayed a year ago. By next year the roots will have 
deteriorated to the point where the remaining bramble can be pulled away, 


leaving rural telephone service and crops to be improved by its passing. 


(. Dickenman Retires 


One of the re- 
gretful circum: 
stances that accom- 
panied the Novem- 
ber 1 retirement of 
Charles Dicken- 
man, area commer- 
cial manager at Be- 
atrice, is that he 
will not occupy a 
plush niche in the 
regal surroundings 


Charles Dickenman 


of the new Beatrice commercial office, 


now being settled by its inhabitants. 
Mr. Dickenman, however, has been 


looking forward to the final chime of 


the time clock, for he had some travel- 
ing to do, and by now is reaping, 1n 
toto, the benefits and pleasures of be- 
ing “footloose and fancy free.” 

He feels that 45 years and eight 
months is long enough to devote to 
customers needs, queries, troubles and 
so forth; for that is the length of time 
he has spent in managerial capacities 
in the telephone business 

Fresh out of high school Charles 
was hired as manager at Talmage in 
March 1911. He protested that he 
knew little about the operation of a 
telephone exchange, but Charles Ben- 
nett, then manager for the Nebraska 
City Telephone Company, promised 


to send Al Newman, wire chief, over 


to Talmage for a few days and told 
Mr. Dickenman he would soon learn 
all he needed to know to handle the 
job. 

From eight in the morning until 
eight at night, young Dickenman shot 
trouble and collected bills. Then he 
relieved the operator at the board— 
catching catnaps between janglings of 
the night alarm bell—until eight in 
the morning. There were many things 
a young man could do with his spare 
time in those days, but Charley had 
none of it. He was working a 24-hour 
day, seven days a week. 

To make matters worse, when LT&’T 
bought the Nebraska City properties 
in 1912, his name was inadvertently 
left off the payroll. After two months’ 
waiting in vain for his stipend, Charley 
saw fit to complain mildly about this 
state of affairs. A search through the 
records of LT&T failed to reveal any 
trace of a Charles Dickenman. He had 
been “lost in transit!” 

Happily, his name was _ reinscribed 
on the payroll and has been there ever 
since, Successively he rose to the po- 
sition of manager at Syracuse in 1916, 
Tecumseh in 1919 and Fairbury in 
1923. He was named area commercial 
manager at Beatrice in February 1926. 

Besides his avowed determination to 
do a lot of traveling, Mr. Dicken- 
man intends to revive his semi-dormant 
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hobbies of woodworking and stamp 
collecting. He will retain his home at 
Beatrice and no doubt will respond to 
the invitation to saunter into the tele- 
phone office whenever he gets a 
chance 

We owe a great deal to Charles 
Dickenman and men of his calibre. He 
was of that group of pioneers who, 
through those crucial years, gave un- 
stintingly of their time and _ skill to 
add strength to the sinews of our small 
and struggling company. The present 
stature of LT&T is a monument to 
their efforts. 


Jack Dalton, Lincoin Custodial, and Mrs. 
Mary L. Pounders of Struce Pine, Alabama, 
were united in marriage October 13 at Lin- 
coln. 

Harriett Gallagher, Lincoln Custodial, was 
married to Glen L. McPeak at Omaha on 
October 13. 

The marriage of Belva Jean Gregg to 
Gregory White was solemnized September 29 
at St. Cecilia’s Church in Hastings. Belva 
Jean is employed in Hastings Traffic. 

Wanda Lewis, Lincoln Traftic, became the 
bride of Harry Peltier on October 16 at 
Norfolk. 
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Our Cover 


November is the month that rightly 
should end the year. From its vantage 
point we can best look back over the 
activities of the four seasons, Now the 
harvest is gathered and the crispness 
of fall changes to the chill of winter. 
It is the month of Thanksgiving; and 
there is not a single American who 
does not have reason for being grate- 
ful for being so born or so made. 


Augustus Saint-Gaudens, Irish-Amer- 
ican sculptor, captured with his chisel 
the dominant characteristics of the first 
white American in his statue of the 
Pilgrim in the Parkway at Philadelphia. 
Carved into the stone is the singleness 
of purpose, the sternness of self-disci- 
pline, the inflexible determination to 
be free. 


Though disease and privation in- 
flicted heavy loss on the little colony, 
those who were left to gather the first 
harvest set aside a day to return thanks 
for the blessings that had come to 
them, notwithstanding the numerous 


misfortunes and discomforts they had 
endured through the year. 


We of 335 years later were born to 
inherit comforts and privileges a thou- 
sand times greater than the meager 
blessings for which the pilgrims re- 
turned thanks. Let us never forget that 
generations before us have given their 
labors, their thoughts and their blood 
to make America free, strong and great. 
It is our eternal task to see that it re- 
mains so. 


Get Set For Santa 


The usual and time-honored Christ- 
mas parties for employees and their 
families will be held again this year, 
according to word filtering out from 
secret sessions of the Christmas party 
committee; Bill Huddleston, chairman. 
The adult party will be held on Fri- 
day, December 21, at the Lincoln Ho- 
tel. Professional entertainment is prom- 
ised, and Johnny Jay’s orchestra has 
been signed for the big dance that 
closes the evening. Starting time is 
Set at 6:50 p.m, 


The children’s party will be held 
next day—Saturday, December 22— 
in the Cornhusker Hotel ballroom. This 
will be an afternoon event. Watch for 
bulletins and announcements as the 
time grows closer. 


The committee has directed its 
special attention to the talent which 
will appear on the stages of both 
parties. It will be by far the best (and 
the costliest) in a long line of success- 
ful employee Christmas parties. 


Modern Pied Piper Calls 
Wild Blue Goose 


(Reprinted from Wahoo Newspaper) 

You have probably heard the tale 
of the Pied Piper of Hamlin, and how 
he lured the rats and then children 
away from a community, but you are 
now reading the story about another 
sort of Piper one who can lure 
a wild goose. 

Bill Behrns, telephone company em- 
ployee, who lives at 138 West Ninth, 
in Wahoo, heard the call of a blue 
goose Monday morning and being a 
sportsman, ran into his yard to look. 
Sure enough, there it was, circling just 
above the tree tops. 

“He was calling, so I called back 
the same way he did,” said Behrns. 
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Mr. Behrns and progeny display the flush of 
excitement of hunters who have made their kill. 
From left: Mary Kay, David, Bill himself, Patrice, 
the corpus delicti, and Danny. 


‘“Darned if he didn’t try to land right 
in my yard.” 

About that time an idea popped for 
Behrns. He ran into the house and 
got his shotgun, jumped into his car 
and continued to call at the goose out 
of the car window. 

Believe it or not, the goose followed. 

“He kept circling around over the 
car just above the tree tops,” Behrns 
reported. 

Behrns drove to a field at the west 
edge of Wahoo, just north of the soft- 
ball park and ran under a tree. He con- 
tinued to call to the hovering blue 
goose. 

“That goose came right in to me,” 
said Behrns, who just crippled it on 
the first shot. But as it flew away he 
called to it again and the goose came 
right back to him. This time Behrns 
hit it squarely and bagged his first 
goose this year. 

“It was the funniest thing I ever 
saw,” related Bill, adding, “I could 
have shot that bird at least a dozen 
times at home and on the way out to 
the field. He just stayed right with 
me.” 

The goose weighed three and a half 
pounds. Behrns shot it with a 12 
gauge, using No. 2 shot. 

Hunters! Don’t rush, but Bill will 
tell you how he called the goose. He 
didn’t use a pipe either . . . he called 
with his mouth. 


Retirement of F. M. Strasser 
: Frederick M. 


Strasser, supervisor 
of supplies, attained 
the ultimate rank of 
all telephone career 
men on November 
1, when his retire- 
ment from active 
duties became ef- 
fective. It is a bit 
difficult to picture 
Fred Strasser retir- 
ing from anything, Rather, he will 
be transferring his energies to other 
projects and no doubt will derive keen 
enjoyment from any one of a num- 
ber of interests that are calling for his 
attention. 


F. M. Strasser 


It was more than a quarter century 
ago that Mr. Strasser was placed in 
charge of the supply department and 
it has grown mightily in size and scope 
since that time. Though his responsi- 
bilities have multiplied, the personal 
qualities which have distinguished Fred 
in his relations with others are un- 
changed by the years. Nor did he lose 
his eagerness to serve and provide— 
in large or small measure—the needs 
of any department or any employee. 

The word “combinationman” had 
another meaning when he hired out as 
such to the York County Independent 
Telephone Company at York in April 
1911. It meant what it said: that a 
combinationman did a combination of 
things that needed doing. Fred’s first 
job began in the morning with a long- 
handled shovel and ended at night with 
a long-handled broom. In a year or so 
he graduated to testman and trouble- 
man, and with the purchase of the York 
company by LT&T, he was transferred 
to David City. 


Within a few months he was pro- 
moted to wire chief, and in 1916 was 
named exchange manager. After a 
stint of military service in World War 
I, he returned to the company as man- 
ager at University Place. Shortly there- 
after he came to the plant superinten- 
dent’s office as clerk, and in 1921 went 
to the engineering department as cost 
engineer. He succeeded J. A. McKin- 
zi€ as supervisor of supplies in 1929. 

Always active in affairs of the com- 
munity, Mr. Strasser has served as 
president of the Lincoln Engineering 


Club and the Frank H. Woods Chap- 


ter of Independent telephone pioneers. 
He is a member of the American Le- 
gion, Masonic Lodge, Scottish Rite, 
Shrine, Eastern Star, Lincoln Traffic 
Club, Izaak Walton League, Chamber 
of Commerce, Nebraska Engineering 
Society and the Trinity Methodist 
Church, where he is currently the 
treasurer of the building fund commit- 
tee. 

The destinies of the supply depart- 
ment have been left in the capable 
hands of those who received their 
tutelage from Mr. Strasser, but there 
is no escaping the fact that his absence 
will be keenly felt. Men like Fred do 
not move out of our sphere of worka- 
day life without leaving a void. 


Believe It Or Nof 


Dorothy M. Peterson, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, was working the information board 
on Halloween night. Things were sort 
of dull on the board, she thought, and 
it would be nice to be home helping 
her daughter prepare for her “trick 
or treat’ rounds of the neighbors. A 
call flowed into her headset. 

“Information,” she answered. 

“Say, Lady, I wonder if you could 
tell me who lives at 1748 Euclid street,” 
said a man’s voice, “there’s been a fire 
at the house.” 

“We're not allowed to give 
Yipe!’’ Dorothy’s voice rose to the 
breaking pitch. “That’s MY house! 
What happened?” 

The man explained that he was a 
newspaper reporter and that he had 
followed the fire trucks to the house. 
There had been only a small blaze, 
which was quickly extinguished. Mrs. 
Peterson’s hysterics subsided. 

“By the way,” the voice continued, 
“do you own a Boxer dog?” 

Dorothy’s blood pressure rose again. 
“What's he gone and done?” she cried. 
She had visions of her muscular house- 
dog tearing the pants off a fireman or 
two. 

“Nothing at all,” the reporter as- 
sured her. “He hadn't stirred from 
his bed in the living room.” 

But still unaccounted for were one 
husband and a daughter and the re- 
porter had seen nothing of them. Dor- 
othy thought her presence was needed 
elsewhere so she was provided with 
relief at her station and hurried home- 
ward. 

Mr. Peterson had been having quite 
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a night of it. He was working in the 
basement on a project and had to 
charge upstairs to put out the blaze 
after a neighbor had seen flames lick- 
ing up from a burning jack-o-lantern 
and hassock in the front room window. 
Not long afterwards he rushed upstairs 
again in response to heavy pounding 
on the front and back doors and a pry- 
ing sound at a window. The firemen 
had arrived. They refused to take his 
word that the fire was out, but trooped 
through the house looking for flames 
to extinguish. Mr. Peterson was very 
much disturbed to have his woodwork- 
ing interrupted by such small details. 

Now Mrs. Peterson arrived at the 
door, breathless and excited. It was 
almost too much. “What in the world 
are you home for?” demanded her 
heckled spouse. “Can’t we have a little 
fire without everyone trying to get 
into the act?” 

Everything ended well. The hus- 
band, daughter and dog were safe and 
the house was only slightly damaged. 
But Dorothy doesn’t want to be on the 
receiving end of any more calls. the 
likes of this one. 


Promotions 
and 
Transfers 


Alice Chambers 
Service Assistant 
York 


Accountina 

Pearl Lawson, operator, Lincoln Traffic, to 

machine operator. 
Commercial 

Gladys Parker, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 

Nebraska City. 
Plant 

Bob L. Barnett, driver (construction) to 
driver (lineman), Lincoln. 

Alan D. Combs, groundman to _ splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln. . 

R. M. Drake, switchman, Lincoln to Beatrice. 

D. L. Fisher, lineman, Beatrice Construction, 
to combinationman, Humboldt. 

N. D. Folkers, groundman, Lincoln to Be- 
atrice. 7 

S. D. Hanau, combinationman, Pawnee City 
to Fairbury. 

Lawrence Hardesty, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln. 

L. D. Keedy, lineman, Lincoln to Tecumseh. 

R. G. Kunz, lineman, Lincoln to Tecumseh. 

Donald W. Norton, switchboardman, Crete, 
to routineman (COE), Lincoln switchroom. 

R. J. Overman, splicer’s helper, Lincoln, to 
routineman (COE), Lincoln switchroom. 

Veronica Siske, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Beatrice. 

Traffic 


Alice Chambers, operator to service assist- 
ant, York. 


New Agreement Reached — 


Sigritig of the Hew ecreerierit. Frori left arid clockwise crourid the table: 

President: Jarnes E. Smith, formerly of LT&T, now director of District 7, CWA; Dorothy Grafton, Oscar : y r 
M. Boeder, Mary Jane Arthur, Elvin O. Wait and Ronald Smith of the Union bargaining committee; re 
' $153.25; Loran Powell, Jr., $15.00; Mrs. Clyde 


K. L. Lawson, Bruce J. Sievers and Lioyd W. Cleveland of the company bargaining committee. 


An agreement on a new schedule of 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Ben- 


efit Association in October 1956: 
Primary Members: Carl Ahl, Accounting, 
$22.50; Alvine Upitis, Accounting, $12.50; R. F. 
Bauer, Lincoln Plant, $7.50; R. E. McCall, Lin- 
coln Plant, $230.00; M. A. Potter, Supply, 
$60.00; Lola Langner, Seward Commercial, 
$32.50; Dorothy Darnold, Hastings Commercial, 
$113.25: D. W. Smith, General Plant, $7.50; 
J. L. Garrett, Geneva Plant, $57.00; Dewey 
Olson, Wahoo Plant, $72.50; Beverly McGone- 
gal, Lincoln Traffic, $208.20; Mary Trumble, 
Lincoln Traffic, $10.00; Erma Dixon, Geneva 
Traffic, $122.55; Zelda Edwards, Wymore Traf- 
fic, $49.45; Virginia Kahler, York Traffic, $6.00; 
Wilhelmine Sanmann, York Traffic, $4.00; 
Grace Smith, York Traffic, $10.00; W. C. 
Stewart, Lincoln Plant, $350.00; Chris Haber- 
mann, Pensioner, $62.50; F. L. Tefft, Pensioner, 
wf A r 
, 3 $5.00. 
) Dependents: Lincoln: Larry Chamberlain, 
Merle M. Hale, viee  s69.99, Peter Eitel, $16.00, Laura King, $10.00, 


Burge, Beatrice, $40.60; Paul MclIlnay, Crete, 
$30.00; Mrs. R. E. Wait, Stromsburg, $15.00; 


Hale said the wage increase would David Behrns, Wahoo, $34.00. 


wages was reached November 2 be- cost the company approximately $229,- 


tween The Lincoln Telephone and Tel- 000 per year. He stated that the com- 
egraph Company and the Communica- pany may be able to absorb the added 


JOURNEY’S END 


tions Workers of America, AFL-CIO. expense if operating revenues remain 


Bargaining sessions had been in prog- at a sufficiently high level. Otherwise 


ress since October 4. 


Merle M. Hale, company vice-presi- reprice its services. 
Representing the company on the 
cal 7470, C.W.A., said the agreement bargaining committee were K. L, Law- 


dent, and Elvin Wait, president of Lo- 


Funeral services for Mrs. Emma Osborne 


it will be necessary for the company to were held at the Simonson Funeral Home at 


Red Cloud on October 16, with burial at Red 
Cloud. Mrs. Osborne was the mother of 
Mrs. Blanche McConkey, retired. 

Elmer J. Smith, father of Francis Smith of 


s j ! ) the 
is effective November 2 and provides son, chairman; L. W. Cleveland and the Lincoln wire chief's department, passed 
for increases for all employees in the B. J. Sievers. The Union was repre- away October 31. Services were held No- 
bargaining unit. Increases for men sented by Oscar M. Boeder of Omaha, vember 2 at Roper & Sons, with burial in 
range from $2 to $4.50 per week and assistant district director of CWA, Lincoln Memorial Park. 


for women from $1 to $2.50 per week. chairman; Elvin Wait, Mary Jane 
Average hourly increases are 8.63 cents Arthur, Ronald Smith and Dorothy tober 31. Services were held November 2 


for men and 4.63 cents for women. Grafton. 


Anna Fritz, mother of Alfred Fritz, con- 
struction foreman, Lincoln, passed away Oc- 


od 


at Trinity Lutheran Church, Talmage. 


United Fund Drive Goes Over The Top 


Many employees voiced their approval of the continuing 
deduction policy, placed in effect last year. By this means 
the captain merely contacts the giver for approval to con- 
tinue the present amount of monthly deductions or to make 
desired changes. It saves a lot of footwork and book work. 


The citizens of Lincoln once again subscribed to their 
goal in the United Red Feather Drive in the annual solici- 
tation of funds for the Community Chest and Red Cross. 
No small part of the successful venture is shared by em- 
ployees of LT&’T who, as usual, exceeded their assigned 
quota. 

The company fund drive was in charge of Colonels Lam- 
bert Eitel and Roger Ghormley, who directed solicitation in 
the telephone and telegraph utilities section of the campaign. 
They were assisted by 28 captains, appointed for solicita- 
tion of various employee groups and departments. Most 
of them attended the Kick-off dinner at the Chamber of 
Commerce on October 10, and early next morning began 
their rounds. Within a week the final reports were in and 
the quota Oscars were received at the report luncheon on 
October 19. 

Making the largest departmental gain was Lincoln Traf- 
fic, captained by Georgia Smith, Betty Moore and May 
Turney. The department, for the first time, attained 100% 
participation, nearly all contributors being on the payroll de- 
duction plan, 
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1956 Red Feather workers of LT&T. Left to right: Merle M. Hale, 
A. B. Waters, Robert T. Ross, Chris Lyberis, Lambert Eitel, F. J. Betten- 
hausen, Betty Moore, Tyler Ryan, A. L. Ager, Patricia Tindall, Charles 
Hansen, J. W. Cruickshank, Georgia Smith, Gay T. Henderson, May Turney, 
Gil Sexton, Harold Brady, Norman Duer, W. J. Cotton, Jr., Mina Jorgensen, 
W. J. McDowell, P. J. Garvey, Joan Moorberg, A. L. Reed, Roger K. Ghorm- 
ley. Not in picture: Captains John Findley, Lyman Neff, R. W. Swanson, 
B. A. Isaman, R. B. Hobson, Larry Connealy. 
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Der Botfelpost Vas Goot Stuff 


Otto Andresen 
Vollerwiek 


uber Garding (Schles~,) 


Dear Sir or Madam ! 


Yor bottelpost has ben found on tne Shor of the Eider river 
Oktober 2th... the Peninsul Eiderstedt Germany,near the Town 


Tonning, sharp,by the Village Vollerwiek on the mouths of the 
Eider.Pleas¢drop a line whence Jou dropt the bottel. 


Almost stranger than fiction is the story of the wander- 
ing voyage of a message carried in its own glass ship. 

Marilyn Sutton, stenographer in the Supply office, was 
exhibiting the letter pictured above, which was received by 
It was written Oc- 
tober 2 by Otto Andresen of Vollerwiek, Germany. Mr. 
Andresen found a note in a bottle which had been cast 
into the Missouri River three years ago by Mr. Sutton. 
The bottle was found on the shore of the Eider River in 


her father, LaVerne Sutton, of Alvo. 


th. oxtober 1956 


7 


Florence Tatman, associate editor, 
Otto Andresen’s letter, which is reproduced at left. 


ancient Schleswig-Holstein, near the city of Tonnig in the 
northernmost part of Germany. 

The bottle apparently floated down the Missouri-Missis- 
sippi watercourse and into the Gulf of Mexico. In due time 
it was wafted into the Gulf Stream, thence across the At- 
lantic, through the English Channel and into the North Sea. 

Mr. Sutton remembers that the bottle was thrown into 
the Missouri near Rulo at about this time of year, in 1953. 


Neighbors Come For a Visif 
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Part of the connecting company guests in the 
operating room, 15th and M. Left to right: 
Mabel Volop, Lincoln; Jessie Seng, Hallam; Mrs. 
Hilda Burton, Palmyra; Elvin Seng, Hallam; Mes. 
R. F. Phillips, Eagle; Walter H. Paschold, Firth; 
Bertha Wismer, Firth; Clarence Moothart, Firth; 
Anastasia Murphy, Falls City; E. H. Towle, Falls 
City; Mrs. J. A. Bonebright, Cortland; Mrs. Waiter 
Winters, Martell; R. B. Hobson, Lincoln; J. A. 
Bonebright, Cortland; Melba Richards, Lincoln. 


LT&T acted as host to a family gath- 
ering October 23 when representatives 
of several connecting companies re- 
sponded to an invitation to come to Lin- 
coln for an office visit. 

The group met at mid-morning and 
were taken on a conducted tour of the 
new equipment building by Merl Sher- 
man and Chauncey Eggerss of Lincoln 
Commercial. Our neighboring _ tele- 
phone people had an ample opportunity 
to inspect the local traffic department 


where Melba Richards, Mabel Volpp 


and Dick Hobson were able to assist 
them in some of the problems of adjust- 
ing their service to changing operating 
methods brought about by new devel- 
opments and equipment. 

They were joined at luncheon at the 
Cornhusker Hotel by company officials, 
after which they visited other operating 
departments and saw the motion picture 
“Milestones of Service.” All were in 
agreement that the meeting was of high 
interest and mutual assistance. 


Continued from Page 3 

PBX trunks or consecutively num- 
bered lines of the same group must be 
assigned to adjacent connector termin- 
als in the same hundred group. These 
terminals need not be on the same 
level; however, if a group is split be- 
tween two levels, assignment must be 
made on the last terminals of the first 
level and first terminals of the next 
higher level. Directory listing of the 
rotary terminals will be that of the first 
terminal in the group (lowest bank 
number of the group). 

The rotary connectors are provided 
with a “night service” feature. If any 
number of the group other than the 
first is dialed, the connectors stop on 
that contact in the same manner as a 
regular connector. This arrangement 
allows any or all trunks within a PBX 
group, with the exception of the first, 
to be assigned as a night number and 
to be listed as such in the directory. 
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This completes the list of basic local 
equipment required for our new office. 
Additional equipment is required before 
it can be placed in service. This includes 
power and test equipment. Beatrice 
will be well supplied. The power room 
will include five separate sets of bat- 
teries, ranging in capacity from 760 
ampere hour to 8 ampere hour, each 
with its associated charging equipment. 
An emergency diesel engine generator 
set is also provided. This generator can 
provide electric power for all lights 
and equipment in the building in case 
of failure of the commercial power 
supply. Testing equipment provided 
will include test distributors, test con- 
nectors and a four position combination 
local and toll test board as well as 
various portable test instruments. 


Beatrice will also have the toll equip- 
ment required to provide our customers 
with the finest and fastest long distance 
service in Nebraska. We will have the 
necessary automatic switching equip- 
ment to extend intertoll dialing service 
to all LT&T subscribers in the Beatrice 
area. The Automatic Electric Company’s 
six position Type 31 Toll Switchboard 
will be equipped with key senders for 
efficient operator toll dialing service. 
In addition, Beatrice will be our first 
exchange and the first in the state of 
Nebraska to be fully equipped to permit 
our subscribers to complete their own 
long distance calls. This cutover will 
permit us to add “Direct Distance Diai- 
ing” to our growing list of “firsts” for 
the Independent telephone industry in 
Nebraska. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Lineah Johnson 


Vacations are still of much interest this 
this month, and we are sitting in for Vivian 
Dee. Viv, as this is written, is on vacation. 
She went to Los Angeles by way of Seattle. 
Had a card from her saying she was having 
fun and had especially enjoyed a boat ride. 

Lois Winterfeld vacationed with her 
folks in Yellowstone Park and reports a 
fine trip . . . Margaret Murphy purchased 
a Buick—sooo Peg remained at home 
“breaking in” the new car... Irene Swan 
also spent most of her vacation in her car, 
drifting along the highways, enjoying the 
weather and scenery Even though 
Camilla Selzer stayed close to home, she 
was coming and going all the time. . 
Although she had no fish stories for us, 
Agnes Michalek enjoyed a few days of 
fishing with her small son. The rest of her 
vacation was spent in Pueblo, Colorado... 
Betty Gaskill, Verna Heims, Virginia Jones, 
and Nadine Kliment attended the Nebraska- 
Indiana football game and Band Day... 
A sight to behold—Ella Ferguson wheeling 
her 1935 Plymouth putty-putt coupe around 
the corner and into a parking space 
Doug Behrns has been working with a crew 
in Tamora. 
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On her vacation, relaxing in the beautiful rock 
garden of Harmon Park, Kearney, is Mabel 
Bodkin, associate editor for Eastern District. 


Nebraska City Area 

by Norma Jean Dettmer 
Those spending vacations in Syracuse 
just loafing around home were Elmer Neu- 
jahr, Elsie France and Helen Eis... Sophia 
Windels also spent the rest of her vacation 
at home, going to Lincoln and Omaha each 
for a day ... Norma Jean Dettmer vaca- 
tioned in Colorado for a week on a camping 
trip... . . Chester Byard served on jury duty 
off and on for the past month... Janice 
Collins spent two days visiting friends at 
Red Oak, Iowa ... Joyce Hofker visited 
the Pioneer Village at Minden... Virginia 
Shields and Norma Jean Dettmer attended 
the Ak-Sar-Ben Rodeo in Omaha... .Phyllis 
Ehmke has turned interior decorator. She is 
painting and papering her house preparatory 
to her husband’s return from the army... 


Project being conducted both at Mullen and 
Syracuse ... Delores Bauer has been kept 
busy attending weddings and also taking 
part in her sister’s. We think she may have 
caught the fever and soon will be having 
her own... 

Vacations are still very much in the 
limelight at Nebraska City too... Spending 
their vacations at home were Mary Barty- 
zelle and Cleora Lawrence... Eunice Riggs 
vacationed in Scottsbluff and Estes Park... 
Evelyn Denson and family went to Admire, 
Kansas ... Journeying to the Ozarks was 
Veltha Poggemeyer ... Helen Doyle was 
called to Chicago because of illness of her 
father ... Erman Wheatcraft took a_ one- 
week vacation ... Also vacationing was Al 
Letellier Employees of LT&T enter- 
tained with a farewell dinner honoring Vera 
Orton, cashier. She was presented a gift 
and a fine time was had by all. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Fern Davis spent two weeks of her va- 
cation working at home and enjoying the 


World Series ... Tip Johanns, chief oper- 
ator, has returned from a wonderful vacation 
in Chicago and Decatur, Illinois. . .. Liz 


Nichols spent her vacation in Washington, 
Iowa ... Grace Heigl and husband spent 
the week end in Colorado deer hunting and 
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LT@T entered the battle by offering polio inoculations 
to its employees and their response was quite surprising. 
More than 1,000 indicated their desire to receive the Salk 
vaccine and arrangements were made whereby those in Lin- 


- Company Health 


History undoubtedly will look back upon our time as 
one of great medical advancement and as the decade when 
a great scourge of mankind was wiped from the face of the 
earth. Through the discovery of the Salk vaccine, the final 
victory over poliomyelitis is definitely in sight. 
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coln could be inoculated in three groups on October 19, 22. ment from Dr. Finney, who is being assisted by Mrs. Finney 


and 23 by Dr. L. E. Finney, company physician. The serum 
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this project in the 


a 


was mailed to exchanges in the territory where it was to 
be administered by local doctors, 

The immunization is accomplished by a series of three 
inoculations, the second following the initial injection by 
about a month and the third several months later. 

The composite picture above shows an over-all view of 
the conterence room during the inoculations at 15 & M, 
Lincoln, and clearly indicates the general acceptance of 
company’s health program. Diane Feld- 
stein, Accounting, is about to receive the painless treat- 


and Nurse Roberta Bang. 


had a wonderful time. We all planned on a 
big deer feast—but guess we must wait a 
while. No deer, no feast . .. The former 
Nancy Bickford of the traffic department 
in Weeping Water spent most of her va- 
cation getting accustomed to being called 
Mrs. Hermance. Area Manager Ernst 
spent one week of his vacation at home. No 
report of his activities, but the dabs of 
paint on his glasses gave us a good idea 
what he was doing—painting his house... 
Pins were on display in Weeping Water 
this month. Nancy Behrns received her 
five-year pin, Lloyd Lane his ten-year pin, 
and Amy Dixon her fifteen-year pin. Con- 
gratulations to all. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 
Vacations carry the spotlight in Seward 
too ... Elmer Bean of Plant spent some of 
his vacation in South Dakota fishing . 
Dora Plessel and Delores Pankoke of 
Traffic spent their vacations at home... 
Jerry Shipley is the proud owner of a new 
house which he bought just recently. 
Richard Fischer, exchange manager at Mil- 
ford, and his family visited relatives in 
Kansas City recently. While there he had 
a pre-look at the new Dodge for ’57... 
Ernie Barney has been a steady visitor re- 
cently doing some work in the plant de- 
partment. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Ethel Daharsh spent her first two weeks 
at home taking life easy and also visiting 
friends... Marlys Cox took a trip to sunny 
California to spend her two weeks with her 
husband and also house hunting . . . She 
Plans to move her family there in the near 
future ... Joy Knisley and Henriette Maly 
spent a week’s vacation in South Dakota 
visiting relatives and sightseeing . . .. Mae 
Meduna of Commercial has been on vacation 
and spent her time doing fall housecleaning. 
- . « Inez and Dewey Olsen spent their last 
week of vacation at home and in Lincoln 
visiting friends . . . Karyl Lusch was taken 
to Omaha for a major operation, but is now 
in the Wahoo Hospital recuperating. Hope 
to see her back at work real soon. We all 
wish her a speedy recovery. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 

Shirley Reed and husband are enjoying 
living in a house now, having moved from 
a small apartment Roberta Bohl re- 
ceived a box of gifts for her wedding anni- 
versary from her husband who is stationed 
with the Air Force in Japan. Among these 
gifts was a cultured pearl ring . . - Vivian 
Kinghorn and Oakel Butler enjoyed the 
September Pioneer banquet in Nebraska 
City ... Shirley Ninceheliser and Alice Had- 
dox, former operators, were recent visitors 
in the office ... Quite a few of the em- 
ployees have birthdays during the month of 
October. The list includes Irene Rebuck, 
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Learning the ways of the Seward test board 
is Ewald Ochsner, new to Seward County and 
newer to the Stcte of Matrimony. Mr. Ochsner 
hails from out Hastings way. 


Leta Holscher, JoAnn Coatney, Phyllis 
Shanks, Marcelene Behrends and Myron 
Birdsley. On Saturday, October 20, Myron 
received a chocolate birthday cake from 
the traffic girls, and during the afternoon 
everyone who was working was served cake 
and coffee. ... Oakel Butler enjoyed her 
October vacation by getting acquainted 
with her new grandson who has come to 
stay while his father is in the service over- 
seas .. . Frances Neil spent some time 
visiting her aunt in Oklahoma City and 
sightseeing in Texas . Jack Little also 
spent his vacation visiting relatives in 
Texas, sightseeing in Old Mexico, and fish- 
ing in the Gulf, which Jack reports was 
very good... Harry Rogers, Fenton Kipling 
and Myron Birdsley are spending many 
early mornings on the river hunting ducks 
with very good luck. 


Beatrice Area 
by Dorothy Scheele and Frank Fisher 

Ruth Diekmann and husband started out 
for a vacation at Johnson Lake, but their 
fishing truck broke down so they spent the 
remaining time in Kansas City and the 
Ozarks . . .Martha Penner and her family 
vacationed in Brownstone, Pa. and also 
toured through Gettysburg and the “choco- 
late town”, Hershey. They also were in New 
York City and Washington, D.C. ... Wini- 
fred Jackson and family are spending some 
time in California visiting her mother and 
family in Corona. They also visited Disney- 
land and San Diego. . . Sandra Coon, Con- 
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HIGH NOON. Some people go fishing, hunting, 
mountain climbing, horseback riding, etc., on their 
vacations. Not Marcus Johnson, of Auburn Plant. 
This is the way he spent his two weeks of 
leisure. We envy him! 
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nie Keyt, Shirley Bucher and Donna Ehmen 
are proudly wearing diamonds, third finger, 
left hand Carolina Penner is busy 
making preparations for her wedding on 
Thanksgiving Day .. . Lucille Richardson 
is convalescing at home after minor surgery. 
.. . New toll students are Loretta Stein and 
Jo Ann Menke. Darlene Remmers is their 
instructor ... Bernita Schroeder and Verna 
Ewald have completed their toll training... 
Rosalie Witkowski accompanied her family 
to Curtis to celebrate jointly the birthdays 
of her father and his twin brother, and 
to do some pheasant hunting ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Harlan Gillespie spent their vacation 
in the Ozark Mountains, and even tried 
diamond hunting but found none. ... The 
Al Pardes also vacationed in the Ozarks. 
....The area and district offices are reveling 
in their quarters in the new exchange build- 
ing. 


Crefe Area 
by Loretta MclIlInay 

Marlene Kennel enjoyed a vacation in 
Los Angeles, Salt Lake City, and Las Vegas 
.. . Another vacationer, Fern Jacobs, spent 
three days in Omaha attending the Ne- 
braska Rebekah Assembly. ... The Crete 
office was the scene of a sales meeting 
with Bill Quinn October 11, with personnel 
from Wilber and Friend present also. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 


Martha Vculek has been initiated into the 
Business and Professional Women’s Club 
of Fairbury, and is now a full-fledged mem- 
ber... Matilda Alpers vacationed in Dallas 
with her niece and family . . Annabelle 
Stocker accompanied her parents to Texas, 
Oklahoma, and the Ozarks . . .Relaxing at 
home were Mary Jackson and Lois McCord. 

Frances Erwin enjoyed her vacation 
going from town to town visiting her nearby 
relatives and friends. . . . Arleen Holloway 
and her husband vacationed in the Ozarks, 
staying at the cabin of friends who also 
have a wonderful six-passenger motor boat. 

Mandane Reid attended the wedding 
of her niece in Goodland, Kansas . . . Mo- 
torcyclist Floyd Nave has received his hel- 
met and expects his new English motor- 
cycle almost any time... and Roger Weber 
left us to join the Army ... Last month 
this correspondent referred to Bertha Pingel 
as Bertha Cerveny, she who has been 
married more than a whole year! Hope this 
corrects the error. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 

With the opening of the pheasant season, 
hunters Vyrl Clark, Willie Williams and 
Carl Franzen were tramping through fields 
and beating brush around Carleton 
Recent visitors at the Raymond Bruning 
home were his parents from Belvidere ... 
Emma Lee DejJonge, Humboldt, has _ re- 
turned from a two-week vacation spent at 
home ... Ivan Haith spent part of a week- 
end as a supervisor at the Boy Scout Camp 
south of Humboldt prior to the dedication 
of the new camp. 


Clara Costello of Tecumseh Traffic, who enters 
the ranks of Pioneer eligibles this month by 
rounding out 15 years of service. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Norma Lee Hahn 

The pleasant October weather found the 
hunters actively engaged in their various 
pursuits. With the duck season open, Jim 
Smith patiently waited for them in the 
duck blinds that he had worked on so 
diligently . . . Joe Adamson, Raymie John- 
son and Dale Weber met Ted Husing of 
Wilber, and others, for a hunting expedition. 
They bagged ten birds, but it was hard work, 
according to their report ... Irby Halver- 
stadt tried his luck near Geneva. Haven’t 
heard how he made out, but everyone has 
been noticing the shiny object on his finger. 
Yes, Irby has again invested in a larger 
diamond ring... Teachers Convention gave 
the Waring boys some time to spend with 
the grandparents in Fairbury. Bet Juanita 
missed the noise Out-of-town visitors 
included Cecile Morehead in Seneca, Kan- 
sas, Bonnie Taylor and Norma Lee (and 
husbands) in Council Bluffs, and Mary 
Meister in Omaha where she attended a 
birthday party for her nephew .. . It’s 
back to school for Vernabelle Mommens, 
Clara Costello end Marge Cottingham, who 
are taking a typing course in an adult class 
at the high school. They’re very proud of 
their progress and expect to graduate with 
honors Among the vacationers were 
Dick McCoy who spent most of the time 
by the T-V set during the World Series; Ines 
Meister who did her fall housecleaning; and 
Clara Costello who went to visit her sister 
and family in Denver The welcome 
mat is out for the construction crew sta- 
tioned here now . . . Recent office visitors 
were Vyrl Clark and ‘Willie’ Williams. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 

by Velma Bock 
Vacations are still in the news. Chief 
Operator Helen Adermann has returned to 
work after spending two weeks at home. 
And others who enjoyed vacations at home 
are Viola Wall, Erma Dixon and Nata 
Hershey From the plant department 
we hear that Reno Weis went on vacation, 
and it is a sure guess that most of his 
time was spent hunting . Tt seems that 
our cashier, Velma Bock, is an enthusiast 
for midget auto racing, and not as a 
spectator but as a driver. At the micro- 


midget races held at Haddam, Kansas, 
Velma was winner of the Powder Puff 
Derby. 


Hastings Area 


by Carol Cummings and Donnabelle Schumann 

Ruth Compton spent her vacation travel- 
ing through the Ozarks and visiting Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. Phyllis McCallum and her 
husband journeyed to Parsons, Kansas, for 
her vacation, and Donna Larsen and Mar- 
garetha Hurd spent their vacations at home. 
Ann Konen spent her vacation time in 
Chicago where her husband is attending 
school . . . The following was overheard 
when a student answered an intercept light, 
then said politely to the subscriber, “Will 
you dial up and hang, please.” . . . From 
the plant department comes news that 
“Jack” Van Nordheim spent his vacation 
in Missouri visiting his son Ed and family, 
and fishing in the Lake of the Ozarks... 
Howard Lahr, Gordon Sinner and Ralph 
Hromadka spent their vacations at home, 
and Weston Anderson traveled to New York 
and places east ...C. E. Hedstrom spent 
vacation time at home and visiting in 
Lincoln Veronica Siske of Beatrice 
Plant spent four days in Hastings taking 
training for the new Beatrice office ... We 
welcome Gerald Hurley, the new routine- 
man in the plant department. 


Hebron Area 
by Mary Wright 
Vacations make up the Hebron news. 
Ruth Rittenhouse spent part of her vacation 
in Denver and the remainder at home. 
Eva Stutz enjoyed a vacation at home, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Marolf and 
Priscilla spent a weekend in Lexington, 
visiting relatives and friends. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald Francis and Michael are on vaca- 
tion at this writing, and he hopes to do 
some hunting. 


Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 
Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hunzeker and fam- 
ily spent a week’s vacation in Denver visit- 
ing relatives, end Bob got in some deer 


hunting. Lucyle Scheidemann enjoyed 
a vacation at home On October 16, 
W. D. Quinn, sales supervisor from Lincoln, 
was in Sutton conducting a meeting on ex- 
tension sales. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


The fall season finds the York office at 
a slow pace when the conversation turns 
to ‘‘News,” so we are grateful to the traffic 
girls who bring news items to our door. 
Imelda Willms spent several days in the 
York Hospital recovering from an appen- 
dectomy operation . .. Dea Hays spent her 
vacation visiting her brother in Sioux Falls. 
Loretta Wyatt and family were vace- 
tioning in Colorado and on their return 
trip were involved in a two-car accident 
in Englewood, Colorado. Loretta received 
a cut on her forehead which required thir- 
teen stitches . .. Area Manager Nelson re- 
turned from Wyoming with a deer to show 
for his good marksmanship Recent 
visitors in the York office were members 
of the York Women’s Home _ Extension 
Club. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“Pheasants are getting smarter’, reports 
Harold Brady. He hit a rabbit ... Ralph 
Retzlaff has gone on three wild duck chases 
and all he’s caught is a cold. He hopes to 
do better in the future (pneumonia?) ... 
The phone rang at 2:00 e.m. in the Foght 
home and Estella thought it was the alarm 
set for Harold’s early duck-hunting. It 
turned out to be an emergency call from 
St. Elizabeth’s hospital requesting some of 
Harold’s RH negative and 45 minutes later 
he was back sleeping off the loss. At 4:30 
a.m. the hunters were on their way and 
at 6:00 a.m. they were not. Estella received 
an S.O.S. The car was dead but the mor. 
tality rate among ducks seems to be low 
this year ... Tuesday, October 23rd, com. 
plexions were somewhat whiter than usual 
as most of the department paired off and 
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No brighter smiles can be found than those of the Hastings business office. The owners, from 
left, are identified as Dorothy Darnold, Lucille Schliep, Lila McManimic, Anna Mae Caldwell, Eldeen 


Riese, Jean Hefnider and Elaine Bockerman. 
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went for the first of the Salk shots. Velda 
Decker calmly announced to Jane Scheffert 
that she usually fainted when she got a 
shot. Jane was practical about it and de- 
cided to go first since the sight of Velda 
in a dead faint might be somewhat un- 
nerving. Poor Barb Catron and Betty Sher- 
wood were last and Barb had to listen to 
the taunts of Jack Geist and Charles Lind- 
gren who solemnly reported that the doctor 
stood three feet back and threw the needle 
like a dart. If it hit the wrong place he 
pulled it out and threw it again. After it 
was all over and spirits were brighter, Irene 
Stolz said, “Just think, only two more to 
go!” . . . In an October 29th luncheon at 
the Kopper Kettle the girls of the depart- 
ment bid farewell to Ardith Wohlford whose 
husband has been transferred to Miami, 
Florida. At another luncheon, Dewey Nelson 
Visited the penitentiary with members of 
his club. We were glad to see Dewey re- 
turn—proof that his picture isn’t on the 
Post office wall Ruth Strong and 
Florence Calder found Nebraska City’s 
Arbor Lodge interesting in a recent trip. 
- .. While out of work with a virus infec- 
tion, Barbara Rich awoke one mid-morning 
to find someone peering into her second 
Story apartment window. She was no more 
Startled than the window washer who yelled 
to his companion below, “Hey, there’s a 
woman in there!” . Congratulations to 
Accounting team member Jack Geist on 
bowling a 601 series and 257 game. . 

Recent vacations were Dick Spohn’s visit 
to Estes Park, Dewey Nelson’s trip to the 
Ozarks, and Grace Hauschild’s month in 
Hawaii. In her Can-You-Top-This-Vaca- 
tion, Grace had a wonderful time on the 
boat, took a five-day tour of the islands, 
visited Chinese and Japanese restaurants, 
inspected an active volcano (not too closely) 
and learned quite a bit about pineapples, 
coconuts and coffee beans. She also visited 
Mr. Kea of the Hawaiian Telephone Com- 
Pany (who recently spent some time here) 
and had lunch with commercial and ac- 
counting representatives. Although she 
could never forget it, the beautiful pictures 
Grace has brought back will help her relive 


hoto—Carol Goff 

Accounting folk at a baby shower given for 
Darlene Russell by Wanda Carman, Joyce Smith 
and Carol Goff. Seated: Opal Allison and Darlene 
Russell. Standing: Joyce Smith, Kay Pfeiffer, 


Barbara Shirey, Mrs. Kruza (Darlene’s mother), 
Jerri Morrison, Cleo Hartman and Wanda Carman. 


her exciting trip... . The annual U.S.I.T.A. 
convention took I.J. Devoe to Chicago for 
several October davs ... Pat Tindall, Bar- 
bara Rich, Don Schwenke, and Wayne 
Stahley (along with people from Revenue) 
are taking part in a discussion class in 
interpreting financial statements and sta- 
tistics conducted by Mr. Devoe. All find the 
discussions interesting and valuable for a 
better understanding of the functions of 
the accounting department by making clear 
how particular jobs relate to the whole. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Sally Grabowski, Carol Goff, 
Associate Editors 

Just can’t get away from it. Winter, that 
is. Looks like it is here to stay and the 
Accounting folk seem to be quite taken 
aback by the change of temperature from 
the sound of things. Almost everyone has 
been “sniffin and coughin”. Eunice Bailey 
had to take a day away from her post and 
doctor up, as did Darlene Timm. Hope 
the old cold bug has vamoosed for good... 
Joyce Smith, Wanda Carman and Carol 
Goff were hostesses at a baby shower for 
Darlene Russell Oct. 5. Kay Pfeiffer, Jerri 
Morrison, Barbara Shirey, Opal Allison and 
Cleo Hartman were present... . A new face 
has been seen very recently around our of- 
fice and, come to find out, it belongs to 
Pearl Lawson, a transfer from Lincoln traffic. 
A great big welcome to Pearl... . Jolene 
Davis and Barbara Shirey got just a wee 
tired of American food, so they cornered 
their “men folk” and headed for a Chinese 
restaurant in Omaha called King Fong’s, 
where they had steak and chicken. Doesn’t 
make sense, does it? . . . The good Doctor 
with his trusty needle has been seen lurking 
around the building. Of course, we mean 
Dr. Finney and he has been keeping busy 
giving LT&T folk their polio shots... Opal 
Allison and Clara Jones traveled to Wahoo 
Oct. 30 with the Pioneer ladies . . . Rose 
Carlson and Helen Pickard took a venture 
to Omaha for a day. From all reports they 
had a nice time. Rose also took a trip to 
Gothenburg for a fine weekend . . . Joan 
Thomsen was fortunate to get to go to 
Boulder for the Nebraska-Colorado football 
game... Charlotte Colvert has been very 
happy recently and it’s probably due to her 
husband’s surprise homecoming. He is on 
leave from the Navy... . Janis Wall can be 
seen hurrying out of the office at five o’clock 
on various Fridays when she goes home for 
a weekend in Hampton Clara Jones 
made a recent trip to Chicago to visit her 
father. She spent a wonderful week taking 
in many of the sights of the city. “Had 
fun from beginning to end” was her com- 
ment ... Carol Goff is a happy girl and 
the reason for this is explained by a beau- 
tiful ring on the third finger of her left 
hand. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Former employees to visit us last month 
were Ed Cummings, Roy Cleveland and Rex 
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Let no one ynderestimate the standing of 
Bob Ross, Accounting, in the cat fancier’s circle. 
He and Mrs, Ross took a couple of their feline 
friends to Kansas City the other day for the 
MoKan Cat Club judging and walked away with 
17 (count ‘em) ribbons, which Bob has obligingly 
arranged for the camera on his desk top. 


Winders. From out of town and back on 
vacation were Cy Bush of California, the 
Ed Dulins of California, and Francis 
(Koontz) McKissick and husband of Vir- 
ginia. ... The “Boss” reported he had a 
very enjoyable three weeks’ vacation watch- 
ing the World Series on TV and having a 
nice rest .. . Others reporting on vacations 
from our departments are as follows: 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Gloor 

Bill Wolfe spent several days in Burling- 
ton, Kansas, visiting Mrs. Wolfe’s parents. 
. . . Perry Caldwell took his vacation stay- 
ing at home and watched the world series 
while Dell Gilmore spent his vacation rest- 
ing at home ... Charlie Peachman really 
worked on his vacation. He spent most of 
his time digging his gladiolus bulbs. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 

Keith Rutherford and wife motored to 
Minnesota during his vacation, and did 
some fishing. He said they enjoyed the 
trip very much ... Elwin Pratt and wife 
took a trip to Milford, Illinois to visit €1- 
win’s father and other relatives. They 
stopped at several points of interest along 
the way, and said the corn through Iowa and 
Illinois was very good. . Hattie Staley 
took her first plane ride to Tacoma, Wash- 
ington to attend the funeral of an uncle, and 
to visit with friends and relatives during her 
last week of vacation. It took six and one- 
half hours going out and six hours coming 
back and Hattie enjoyed every minute of it. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Ahl 
Les Livingston spent a week of his vaca- 
tion fishing in Canada at Lake of the Woods. 


. . . Homer Olsen stayed home and watched 
the World Series during his vacation. ... 
Don Utterson spent his vacation in Minne- 
sota and Canada fishing. Don isn’t bragging 
too much about his catch. . . . Verald Spears 
and family traveled to Tampa, Florida and 
visited relatives. They also toured Florida 
and did some fishing... . Roy Mills stayed 
home and worked during his vacation... . 
Lloyd Jenkins spent a week of his vacation 
in Houston, Texas at the National Safety 
Service Conference... . Darlene Griffin has 
decided to stay at home and wash clothes 
in her own machine after her experience 
one morning at a Laundromat. After loading 
the machine, she evidently used too much 
soap, because it wasn’t long before soap 
was bubbling out of the lid of the machine. 
Darlene opened the door, hoping the machine 
would stop automatically, but to her dis- 
may, instead of stopping, the water poured 
out all over the floor and her. She went 
home soaking wet but much wiser. 


Wire Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Gerald Miller 

It is pleasing to note our department is 
still doing a good job of selling. . . . Those 
of us who enjoyed a fall vacation were B. D. 
Pattison, Art Higgins, Merle Lohmeier, John 
Findley and Lloyd Miller. . . . Merle Loh- 
meier spent his vacation getting acquainted 
with a new daughter, Barbara Rae. 


e a 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


A. O. Andrews spent his vacation hunt- 
ing information for his family tree. ‘This 
year’s genealogical peregrinations, besides an 
aside into Canada, covered New York, 
Michigan and Wisconsin. Andy states that 
his forebears required a hundred years to 
wend their way to Nebraska and Utah, 
starting in 1801. The only mishap to mar 
the trip was a blown muffler which for sev- 
eral hundred miles made Andy feel many 
years younger. The name “Andrews,” states 
Andy, is 68th in the name parade. Evans— 
not Smith—is the most numerous. We'll 
bet Ammah Otto is more than 68th. 
Gary Clifford, famous autoist, never ceases 
to wonder. People rush up when he parks. 
“What happened?” they ask. Recently he 
found a note on his steering wheel: “Sorry 
I damaged your car; I will pay.” Usually 
Gary’s neighboring parkers are less con- 
scientious. They take one startled, guilty 
look, glance surreptitiously about, then steer 
stealthily away. We suggest Gary hang a 
sign on the old bus: “You didn’t do it.”... 
Eden’s hunting was for a place to land. He 
ran low on gas somewhere west of Denver. 
With Pike’s Peak on one side and Long’s 
on the other, that wasn’t easy. He spent a 
week visiting relatives in California. 

Gil Sexton has fully recovered from a 
pinched nerve in his back suffered recently 
while driving. Something could be made of 
the fact that he drives that kind of car... . 
The hunting season opened with a bang. 
A list of hunters reads like the department’s 
roster. Eula Swartz scored her first hit—a 
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rhyllis Gates, Lincoln service operator, at right 
in the back seat, and husband, Dr. Milton Gates, 
in driver’s seat of their 1914 Model T station 
wagon, attended the Midwest Tour of the Horse- 
less Carriage Club at Estes Park on their vacation. 
They were among those who reached the top of 
Trail Ridge Road. 


teal. “It was small,” she deprecated, and 
measured out about 314” with her hands. 
. . . Tom Goldenstein and Gay Henderson, 
who were hunting pheasants together, tell 
different stories. ‘“IT'om scares ’em to death,”’ 
states Henderson, obviously impressed. Tom 
was creeping up on a young bird (presum- 
ably on his hands and knees) to see for sure 
it was a rooster. The first sight it got of 
Tom crawling thru the weeds it gave one 
startled squawk, flew into a fence and hung 
itself on the top barb. Henderson is going 
to throw away his gun and buy a pair of 
pants with padded knees. Tom reports, “I 
told Henderson and the boys to walk a 
nearby milo field while I attended to other 
business.” Later, and from the far end of 
the field Gay spied Tom appear from be- 
hind an old combine. “I’m getting out of 
here,” yelled the terrified Gay. “That old 
farmer’s got a gun.” Gay was half a mile 
down the road before the gang could catch 
him. Kay Johnson and Jack Swigerd spent 
more of their time hunting for a place to 
stop. “You and your weak stomach,” com- 


Sharon Albury, daughter of George Albury, 
4-Office foreman. poses before the day’s catch 
of mutton fish at Key West, Florida. With her is 
Captain Tommy sones, owner of the boat the 
Albury family used while laying in the huge 
supply of food. The biggest fish was a _ ten- 
pounder. 
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plained Swigerd. “What do you mean — 
weak?” retorted Kay, managing a green 
smile. “I can throw it as far as anybody.” 


General Traffic 


Joyann Krieger, Associate Editor 


The USITA Ccnvention held October 15- 
17, in Chicago, highlighted L. W. Cleveland’s 
monthly activities, plus the preparation of a 
speech to be given during this time. 
“Don’t forget to see the Auto Show coming 
to the Civic Auditorium, October 26, 27, 
and 28!” This was heard by many viewers 
of T.V. several times, we are sure. Karen 
Ross decided to take this advice and found 
the show to be quite interesting. . . . Vaca- 
tions are gradually declining now that 1956 
is nearly over. However, there are a few 
interesting ones left. Mary Bornemeier spent 
most of hers visiting friends at Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, and just relaxing at home... . Elsie 
and “Andy” Andrews toured Eastern Canada 
and the New England States. Many inter- 
esting and fabulous sights were seen—a 
vacation to be long remembered by both of 
them. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Late vacationers include Nancy Connealy 
who stayed home and also spent several 
days in North Platte and Cozad; Clarice Sie- 
grist, Little Rock, Arkansas, Lake of the 
Ozarks and Missouri; Jack Caldwell and 
Chauncey Eggerss stayed home and caught 
up on all the odds and ends that had to 
be done before the cold weather arrived... , 
Recent visitors were Mary Pohlenz and 
her baby daughter . . . We have had our 
second case of child’s disease in the office 
and the victim was Esther Baker who 
caught the chicken pox from her nephew. 
... Judy Gilmore went to Boulder, Colo- 
rado for the Nebraska-Colorado game and 
then spent Sunday in Denver taking a tour 
to the mountain parks. The odd part 
about it is she claims she didn’t enjoy it. 
Imagine that! ... We have tried, and to no 
avail, to find out what band Joyce Brown 
has joined as she came to work several 
mornings ago carrying a trombone case... 
Merl Sherman upset our quiet office rou- 
tine last week when, while waiting on a cus- 
tomer at the counter, his chair slipped out 
from under him—the only thing hurt was 
Merl’s pride. . Verna Alexander and a 
friend flew to Kansas City, Missouri on Oc- 
tober 13. While there they attended a show- 
ing of Cinarama. Verna reports it was won- 
derful and suggests anyone who can should 
see it... . We have received a letter from 
Marg Whitaker Ryne, who resigned to be 
with her husband who is stationed at Camp 
Carson, Colorado. She likes Colorado and 
said to tell all her friends “Hello”. Anyone 
wishing her address may obtain it from 
Lillian Sowers or Maudie Henderson. Stroll- 
ing into the office at 8:30 a.m., November 
1, was George Hancock with a sheepish 
look on his face, the reason being he was 
a half hour late—seems he overslept. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 

We’re happy to report that Art Holcomb 
is back on the job after a rather extended 
illness and bout in the hospital. ... It 
seems the subject of conversation has now 
switched from vacations to hunting. Paul 
Wilkinson has combined the two and spent 
the last week of his vacation during the 
quail season and from all reports had good 
luck. . . . Jim Ehlers combined his vaca- 
tion with a little hunting too. He spent a 
few days visiting Bob White at Hebron 
where they tried their luck at pheasant hunt- 
ing. We didn’t hear what the outcome was. 
- . . Herm and Kenny Studier and Ronnie 
Hibbert had real good luck on a recent Sat- 
urday and came back with their limit of 
pheasants. We understand this was to have 
been a father and son affair all the way 
through but they were’nt able to get “Dag- 
wood” out of bed at 4:00 a.m... . Herman 
and Cliff Artz and several other good tele- 
phone men are planning to give the deer a 
run for their money out in Sioux County one 
of these days too. . . . We had a note from 
Harry Moss, retired construction foreman, 
who tell us that winter has set in up in 
Birchwood, Wisconsin. He expects to pay us 
a visit sometime in the spring. We'll all 
be looking forward to seeing him... . And 
we had word that Richard Hunt who is on 
military leave of absence is now attending 
teletype mechanics school in Illinois. 
Paul Ehlers and a couple of buddies made a 
trip by car to Colorado and took in the 
Colorado-Nebraska football game. ... We 
have now established a new headquarters 
in the construction department at Tecumseh. 
Lorin Lyons who was recently made a con- 
struction foreman, heads the crew which is 
composed of Lowell Keedy, Dale Miller and 
Don Meister. . . . If our chief clerk, Rollie 
Winders, appears to be putting on a few 
pounds it’s undoubtedly because he is doing 
too much sampling of his wife’s cooking. 
Recently LaVonne was named “Cook of the 
Week” and appeared on radio and television. 
Congratulations to Lavonne! . Be sure 
to watch the bowling show on Channel 3 on 
Sunday afternoons and one of these days 
you’ll be bound to see “Buck” Duer. He has 
qualified several times to go up for the 
try-outs but each time has been squeezed 
out by a few pins and has just missed being 
on T.V. Third time’s a charm and we're all 
pulling for Buck. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Barbara Nesmith 
| Vacations once again highlight the news 
in the traffic department. Esther Borchers 
spent her vacation in Hastings. Ella Hansen 
visited Texas. Grace Kissinger visited sisters 
in Utah and Colorado. Theresa Peters went 
to Minnesota, Iowa, and Omaha. Darlene 
Multer flew to Austin, Texas. Helen Pierson 
visited sisters in Omaha. Lillian Hubbard 
visited in Texas. Orange, Texas is the place 
that Helen Campbell chose for her vacation. 
Donna Donovan vacationed in Texas and 
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years have rolled past since the club 
room opened for business at 14th and M and 
successive generations of telephone men _ have 
sharpened their aim at the pool tables. Here Jack 
Swigerd, Engineering, is calling the 15 Ball in the 
corner pocket. 
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Oklahoma. Evelyn Theesen spent her vaca- 
tion in Hastings. Juanita Schlief went to 
Nelson. Letha Baumgartner visited in Cedar 
Falls, Iowa; and Barbara Nesmith went to 
Iowa and Missouri. Many of the girls spent 
their vacations at home. These girls were 
Mildred Hughes, Ruth Goepfert, Hazel Ne- 
man, Lillian Baker, Miriam Carter, Opal 
Thimgen, Jackie Crook, Winona Kirwan, 
and Doris Sutton. ... Donna Kalina was 
hostess at a bridal shower for Arlene Heide- 
man... . Dorothy Peterson received a scare 
when she answered an information light on 
Halloween. A reporter gave her an address 
and asked for the name of the people, be- 
cause their house was on fire. Dorothy 
gasped, “That’s my house!” She hurried 
home to find that the damage was limited 
to a hassock. . . . Eunice Green has a new 
Chevrolet. . . . Louise Schmidt and Hazel 
Nichols are recovering from operations... . 
Hazel Neman took a call from a party who 
wanted to call Cass county. Hazel asked for 
the name of the town, and the party blithely 
replied: “Oh, just pick any old town, and 
you will probably get the right one.” 
Eleanor Buettgenback was involved in a car 
accident, but escaped with bruises... . Eve- 
lyn Theesen, Helen Cuba, Lucille Bosak, and 
Laura Merrill all have lovely new engage- 
ment rings. . . . Mabel Volpp tells us that 
one Sunday morning when she was march- 
ing down the aisle, she was concentrating 
so hard on keeping in step that she did not 
realize that she was singing the second 
verse of the hymn while everyone else was 
singing the first verse. 


“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 

We want to remind our members that the 
Retired Employees Club meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at the 14th and M 
Club Room. We are having some fine gath- 
erings and every member should be on hand 
who possibly can... . On October 18, H. W. 
Potter, former secretary-treasurer, met with 
the Club and showed pictures taken on his 
cruise of the Mediterranean and countries 
bordering that sea. He gave a very inter- 
esting talk and explanation of the scenes, all 
of which was thoroughly enjoyed by the 
large attendance. S. F. Bush, former 
traveling auditor and now of Menlo Park, 
California, was visiting in Lincoln and at- 
tended the October meeting of the Club. 
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. . . We’re sorry to hear that Bert Overcash, 
Club chairman, has been under the weather 
and wish him a speedy recovery... . Ruth 
M. Koukal, formerly of Plattsmouth Traffic, 
now of Omaha, enjoyed a visit with her 
daughter and family in Chicago. . . . Mary 
M. Carroll, Shelby Traffic—retired, visited 
her daughter and family at Grant during the 
first two weeks of October. . . . Ethel Pres- 
cott, once of Fairmont Traffic, spent two 
weeks visiting friends in Chicago and 
Dowagias, Michigan. The latter place is a 
resort, surrounded by lakes. Bos GS 
Travis, retired from General Shop, attended 
the Odd Fellows Lodge at Omaha in late 
October. Huldah Gessner, formerly 
President’s secretary, also took advantage 
of late October’s bright blue weather to at- 
tend a wedding in Omaha... . Laura Sires, 
once of Accounting, had another stay at the 
hospital from October 12 to 18. ... Ed 
Dulin, retired from Lincoln Plant, now a 
resident of Santa Barbara, California, made 
a nice visit to Lincoln. He is now inter- 
ested in a quicksilver mine in the hills near 
Santa Barbara. 


Supply 
by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 

Dean Hobson, Shirley Folsom and Jerry 
Schrepf are “up to their ears” in the annual 
inventory compilations. We’ll all have our 
fingers crossed until we are sure everything 
was counted correctly. . . . The last day in 
October was a day full of emotion as we al] 
bid “good luck” and “farewell” to a wonder- 
ful boss. We are all happy that Mr. Strasser 
can now enjoy days of leisure; yet, we will 
all miss him. On October 25, Mr. and Mrs. 
Strasser were guests of honor at an office 
dinner held at Lone Oak. A total of TWO 
HUNDRED FORTY-FIVE YEARS of 
L.T.&T. service under Mr. Strasser’s super- 
vision was represented at the dinner. We all 
enjoyed the beautiful colored films Mr. and 
Mrs. L. A. Stacy showed of their trip to 
Trinidad, Port of Spain, West Indies. The 
pictures of the country, the customs and 
habitation of the natives, the jungle, flowers 
and cultivation were so beautiful that we be- 
lieve they should be submitted to the 
National Geographic Magazine. We would 
all like to see them again. . .. The office 
girls enjoyed a steak and lobster dinner at 
The Steak House on October 10. Guest of 
honor was Mavis Brinkman, former stenog- 
rapher, who is now enjoying the duties of 
a housewife. . . . John Eisenbarth recently 
underwent major surgery at Methodist Hos- 
pital in Omaha. “We sure miss John’s witty 
humor—hope he is able to return to work 
soon,” say the boys in the shop. . . . Vaca- 
tioners are either taking it easy or trudging 
across fields after pheasants. A. E. Linden 
and W. J. Cotton, Jr. spent their vacation 
leisurely doing what they felt like doing. 
Duane Grove and Ivan Olson are the pheas- 
ant hunters. Duane shot his limit of pheas- 
ant the first day of the season. . . . Charles 
Shuler motored to Martinsburg, West Vir- 
ginia, to visit his sister and “ole” friends. 
The trip took six days of continuous driving 
but Charlie enjoyed it. 
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Bill Sehrns, Wahoo Plant, shot a wild | fi :) “i, Cras i Se 
goose under strange circumstances at ~~ aed - e ; ep i a eet one co a a ee 
(described elsewhere in this issue) 
and had his pride turn to remorse as 
he read a personal notice in the 
paper: "Congratulations to the 
person who shot my tame goose." 
Not until days later did Bill 
learn that the ad had been placed 
that purpose by none 
his area manager. 


After receiving her polio shot from a 
physician at Fairbury, Edna Schoenrock 
was putting on her jacket, thrust out 
her arm, and promptly got "shot" again. 


oe j ae rE ge 
Lincoln’s 15th & M Building 

Clara jones, Melba Richards and hyra 7 at Christmas Time 
Metcalf found themselves in a dilenma | nent ee 
on a recent trip to chicago. They 
didn't Imow when to eat because their 
watches were set for different time 
zones. Clara thought they should eat 
by Chicago tine. Melba insisted they 
should use Lincoln tine. But Myra 
demanded they dine forthwith by 
"stomach time," which sounded most 
logical and the motion carried. 
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Mandane xeid, Fairbury cashier, was “ee @ Pe tg ae Nelpsids) 25 , 
typing a letter to the district re oe, ~~ ; 
Jalter F. Roberts volunteered to pay the manager at Beatrice and somehow sod a 3 : , 
dinner tab for a Human Relations sroup which transported herself to that location | 
met one night at the Chamber of Commerce. when she answered an interrupting | 
HWourhiton Furr suggested that they go to the telephone call. | 
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University Club because it was near by. It 
was "steak night" at the Club and the cheap- 


est meal was pri at more than 93.00. F 
valter's wallet co provide for only 42.50 iT AINT RIGHT, 
per person, so had visions of washing _ Our saddest man was 
tishes for the rest of the evening when the ’ Bill (uinn. All day 
bill was placcd in his resisting hands. He P long he dropped ; 
VWaS Saved by Mr, Furr, who signed the check. i nickels intoa park— 
oar ing meter in front . ; 
ie of the library, for- J at 3 
™ TTT bes? rettins that inside Jarlene Grifiin, Lincoln Plant, had a | 
ia Leer ate A | his car was a film sudsy experience at a Laundromat when | 
eee aloes SE \ ANI borrowed for a show- she poured a double dose of detergent 
ine at a civic club and which was into a batch of clothes, Soon she ™ 
ityrtie Henline, in a pensive supposed to have been returned to noticed suds bubbling out the’ top of 
moment, changed her name again | the library the day before. _ Seeiis the machine, so she’ opened the door, , 
as she answered a cali to vean & that the fine for uwnreturned film is thinking it would stop automatically. 
Hamilton's telephone. Fortu- & two bits per hour. when Bill final- It didn't! Water and suds rushed forth 
nately, the call was not from | ly remembered, it cost hi $2.25 to in a miniature Niagara and Darlene 
che real Mz Hamilton. square the bil] for the lone delay. stood richt in the path of the torrent. 
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We think it will be a revelation to most employees to find the payroll procedure to be so exacting 
and involved. It seems that it should be a simple matter to write out a check in payment for services 
performed over a two-week period. Such is definitely not the case. Look through the camera lens 
as it followed the course of payroll preparation to the happy culmination of receiving the paycheck. 
We hope the story demonstrates the imovortance of filling out employee time and material reports accur- 


ately and completely and submitting them promptly. 


Our thanks to B. J. Sievers, assistant controller, 


under whose guidance this story was prepared. Editor. 


It’s only a slip of paper, delivered into our hands each 
fortnight, but we like the words and meaning of its printed 
text and its regularity. Without a doubt it plays a most 
important role in the way of life for all of us. 


It is the paycheck, and represents the medium by which 
we barter the labors of our hands and minds for food, shel- 
ter, clothing, and other necessities and the niceties of living. 


Nowadays we, of LT&T, have good reason to feel com- 
fortable and secure. Not only may we be certain of getting 
our pay, but thanks to the precision and efficiency of our 
workers on the payroll routine, the checks arrive on sched- 
ule. 


The payroll timetable is a rigid one, with the efforts of 
many people synchronized into a smooth functioning unit. 
Certainly not many of us realize the amount of exacting de- 
tail involved. 


Time was, when life was simpler. Still extant are payroll 
records of half a century ago, when payday came at semi- 
monthly intervals and it was understood that Saturdays were 
to be worked—Sundays and holidays, if need be—with no 
extra compensation. Overtime, too, was unrewarded mone- 
tarily, but there were NO deductions. If the monthly salary 
was set at $40 (and many were less than that), the employee 
was paid $20 in cash each payday .. . providing that no sick- 
ness, accident or other calamity interfered with his being 
on duty whenever scheduled. The money was placed in 


OPERATIONAL STEPS IN THE PAYROLL ROUTIN 
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Wayne Menze has iust finished an installation 
and is preparing his labor and material report 
(LT 7O1-AD.) At the end of the day he sum- 
marizes his LT 701s on a Daily Work Report 
Summary (LT 46-AD), and hands them to his 
supervisor, G. C. Shipley, wire chief. 


ae 


Reports of hours worked and material us 
carefully checked by Mr. Shipley and any errors 
The reports from Seward 
Plant are then sent to the area manager where 
they join reports from other sections of the area. 


adjusted at this point. 


an envelope and passed out through the wicket of the 
cashier’s cage. The employee signed in a space provided on 
the payroll form to attest that payment had been received. 

An ever-present problem, in that day, was assembling 
the money to meet the payroll. It has been told that there 
were several times when Frank H. Woods himself hastened 
about the city, collecting telephone rentals in order to have 
sufficient funds by evening to fill the employees’ pay en- 
velopes. 

The changes wrought by time have been tremendous. 

This year, in the accounting department, an estimated 
20,000 entries are being made each week to control the 
annual payroll of $5,400,000. More than $%/, million in 
federal taxes will be withheld and forwarded to the Govern- 
ment. Co-op and Savings Bond deductions will be about 
$362,000. Total deductions will approximate $11/, million. 

The News camera followed the trail of the payroll from 
the time Wayne Menze, of Seward Plant, prepared his 
time and material reports until he received his paycheck. 
Since the checks are delivered on Friday, it is necessary that 
they be prepared and mailed by Thursday night. The last 
of the work reports are not received by the payroll clerks 
until Monday afternoon. This leaves but three days, ordi- 
narily, to complete all the operations which are shown here 
in pictorial form. 

That, gentle reader, is SPEED, born of organization and 
cooperation. 
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ed are R. H. Gray, arec manager, ascertains that re- 
ports are made out for ail employees under his 
jurisdiction. Those with overtime and unoccupied 


time, requiring approval, are sent to the district 
office—the rest to the accounting department. 
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Yhe signature of the district head authorizes 
payment for certain overtime and unoccupied time. 
The camera finds H. W. Spahnle, eastern district 
manager, scrutinizing and signing these reports. 
They are then sent to the accounting department. 


Rechaeee a. ESS. 


Betty Tribble of General Service Section is print- 
ing employee checks and earnings statements on 
the addressograph machine. The addressograph 
plate file is kept up to date as employees are 
added, transferred, resign or change their address. 


Performing the first step in payroll preparation, 
Diane Feldstein enters the names and rates of pay 
on payroll forms by referring to the former pay- 
roll and current employee card record. The duties 
of Diane, Estelle Foght and Ruth Strong are 
identical. 


All mail ad 
room in the general service section, where Jack 
Hardesty is sorting it by departments to be deliv- 
ered through the general office building several 
times during the course of the day. 
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Grace Hauschild maintains employee service 


cards and deduction records. She posts payroll 
changes and deduction authorizations to these 


records. She notifies General Service Section 
of changes involving addressograph payroll list. 
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Estelle Foght enters each day's time in the 
proper space on the payroll and after all reports 
have been entered she computes the gross pay 
for each employee and arrives at the total amount 
of compensation for the group on that payroll. 
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ressed to Lincoln arrives at the mail 


Marie Vidlock is sorting the accounting depart- 
ment’s morning mail. Time reports are delivered 
to the classification desk. Payroll change forms 
and deduction authorizations are given to clerks 
who handle this phase of the payroll routine. 


Patricia Tindall checks classification on work 
reports and enters proper classification when it 
has been omitted. She sorts the labor and mate- 
rial reports and delivers them to the employees 
who prepare payrolis and make material entries. 
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Ruth Strong prices the daily labor tickets (both 
motor vehicle and labor hours.) She sorts them by 
exchanges and accounts and each category is to- 
taled. Summary tickets then are prepared for 
entry on the general books of the company. 
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Birth of a Paycheck—Continued 
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The payroll file now finds its way to the desk of 
Barbara Catron where all previous computations 
are checked and verified. Everything being found 
in order, the payrolls are initialed and Passed ¢ 
Roberta Edgman for further processing. . 
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John Backstrom prepares voucher tickets show- 
ing the various charges and credits resulting from 
the issuance of the payroll. He records the amount 
of taxable and non-taxable wages and amounts 
payable to various recipients of the deductions. 


F. J. Bettenhausen, treasury supervisor, is proc- 
essing the checks through the Protectograph 
checkwriter which dates, signs and numbers them 
and imprints the amount of pay. The authorizing 
signature is that of Houghton Furr, treasurer 


Roberta Edgman compares the check and em- 
ployee earnings record (printed by the general 
service section) with the completed payroll and all 
discrepancies are adjusted. The deduction cards 
for this group of employees are added to the file. 
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Marge Tvrz prepares the general checks required 
through issuance of the payroll, such as those 
payable to various insurance companies, Com- 
munity Chest, Co-op, etc. for the deductions made 
for their account from pay checks. 


en 


eee ed 


Marie Hall records the number of checks and 
verifies the total. Payroll entries are numbered 
fo correspond with those on checks. The checks 
and duplicate copy of earnings statement are then 
mailed or delivered on schedule. 
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The pavroll file consisting of the payroll, checks, 
record of employee earnings and deduction cards 
is then delivered to this desk. Here Irene Stoltz is 
computing the “take home” pay by subtracting all 
deductions from the total earnings. 


The payroll, checks and earnings statements are 
then delivered to the treasurer’s office where Mar- 
garet Francis records the deductions covering the 
U. S. Savings Bonds and Co-Op, using as reference 
the original employee earnings statement. 


Payday; and Wayne Menze receives his check 
for the labors recorded on the report he gave to 
Mr. Shipley only a few days ago. If the payroll 
routine seems involved, it is necessary. There is 
not a wasted motion in the entire procedure. 


The last step of the excavation for the con- 
crete slab—boring the pier hole for the 
steel post. Combinationman M. M. F. (Mike) 
Svoboda is starting the hole in the proper 


location. 
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By J. S. Reed 


A unique type of outdoor telephone 
booth designed for wall or post mount- 
ing is on trial in LT&T territory. Its 
use is confined to locations where the 
regular type of outdoor booth could 
not be justified because of low collec- 
tions or other reasons. Such locations 
are usually in small communities, like 
those with unattended dial offices. 


The Model “C” booth, as it is des- 
ignated, is constructed of heavy gauge 
aluminum (back, base and trim) with 
clear plexiglass sides and _ self-closing 
door. The red plexiglass dome is il 
luminated by a small electric light bulb 
located inside and the glowing white 
translucent lettering on the sides ad- 
vertises the availability of a pay phone. 
A yellow plexiglass ceiling also admits 
light to the booth interior for the cus- 
tomer to use the directory and dial his 
number. The resulting yellow glow is 
intended to minimize the attraction of 
night-flying insects into the booth. 


The most economical installation of 
the Model “C” booth is obtained by 
mounting it on a building wall. How- 
ever, where such mounting is not avail- 
able, it may be attached to a steel post 
set in a cement slab when approved by 
the departments concerned. This steel 
post installation is shown in the photo- 
graphs accompanying this story. The 
first installation of the Model “C” 
booth was made in Tamora which was 
recently converted to dial operation. 


The cement has just been poured and Mike 
is spreading the cement preparatory to 
leveling with the top of the wood form. The 
steel post shown was set before pouring and 
is held in place by cement packed into the 
prior hole. 


The half length booth has been mounted 
on the steel post and is ready for business. 
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A gravel bed is important for properly 
bedding the concrete slab. Here Mike is 


shoveling qravel from his truck. 
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The Beatrice SATT Equipment 


by K. E. VERSAW 


This is the second of a series of articles by Mr. Versaw 
designed to inform employees of the innovations we Shall en- 
counter in equipment and practices with the inauguration of 


direct distance dialing at Beatrice. 


in the November issue. 


“Direct Distance Dialing” is the term 
that has been selected by the telephone 
industry to describe the long distance 
toll service where the call is completed 
in direct response to the telephone 
number dialed by subscribers from 
telephones in their own homes. 


The equipment being installed in 
Beatrice to make this service possible 
is manufactured by the Automatic 
Electric Company of Chicago and is 
known as Strowger Automatic Toll 
Ticketing equipment, now commonly 
referred to as SATT equipment. 


Automatic Electric obtained its first 
automatic toll ticketing patent in 1928. 
The first nationwide toll ticketing 
system was developed for the Belgian 
Telephone Administration, and ac- 
cepted by them in 1938. The first SATT 
installation made in the United States 
was at Santa Monica, California in 
1944. 


During the past ten years, develop- 
ments in long distance dialing have 
proceeded at a particularly rapid rate, 
and this period has also seen the de- 
velopment and use of facilities for 
dialing of toll calls by telephone users 
as well as operators. Several SATT in- 
stallations have now been completed in 
different parts of the United States, 
but the system is still such that each 
installation must be carefully analyzed 
and the equipment manufactured par- 
ticularly for each location. 

SATT or Strowger Automatic Toll 
Ticketing refers to that portion of the 
automatic equipment that is required 
for the automatic completion of a cus- 
tomer-dialed toll call and for the re- 
cording of all information concerning 
this call. The SATT equipment per- 
forms all the functions that have pre- 
viously been performed by the long 
distance operator. This includes rout- 
ing the call to its completion, record- 
ing the telephone numbers of both 
the called and calling subscriber, the 
time the call was placed and the length 
of the conversation. This equipment 
may also be arranged to select an alter- 
nate route to the called exchange when 
all the trunks on the normal routing 
are busy. After each call has been con- 
cluded, the stored information con- 
cerning the cal! is passed on to special 
equipment that records the information 
on a reel of paper tape. This informa- 
tion is recorded on the tape by means 


of a series of coded punched holes. The 
perforated tape can then be fed into 
several different types of equipment 
according to the results required. This 
may be a printed toll ticket or a com- 
pleted monthly statement for the cUs- 
tomer. 


There are four general types of SATT 
equipment, and they are identified 
generally as Types A, B, C & D. 
Briefly these can be described 45 
follows: 


Type B: Completely automatic. The 
subscriber dials only the 
seven or ten digit number 
of the party he wishes '° 
call. The equipment deteT- 
mines whether the call 1s 
local or toll and, if it 4 


The special 80-volt detector battery and 50- 
volt spotter battery required for the SATT equip- 
ment are provided in the self-contained power 
and charger racks shown here. These batteries 
are used in conjunction with the reqular battery 
during the process of identifying the calling sub- 
scriber’s number. 
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The first article appeared 


toll, identifies the calling 
subscriber’s telephone num- 
ber and routes the call to 
completion. 

Type B: The subscribers must dial 
a special access code to 
reach the SATT equipment 
for the toll call and then 
the seven or ten digit num- 
ber for the party he wishes 
to call. His telephone num- 
ber is automatically identi- 
fied by the equipment, 
which also proceeds to route 
the call to its destination. 

Type C: This system requires the 
subscriber to dial an access 
code to reach the SATT 
equipment for his toll call, 
the telephone number of 
the party he wishes to call, 
and then his own telephone 
number. The Type C system 
then records this informa- 
tion and completes the call. 

Type D: When the SATT equipment 
provided is of this type the 
subscriber dials the SATT 
access code and the tele- 
phone number of the party 
he wishes to call. The 
equipment calls in a toll 
operator to identify the call- 
ing subscriber and key his 
number into the equipment. 
The call is then routed to 
completion. 

The equipment now being installed 
in Beatrice is a combination of the 
Type B and Type D SATT systems 
and is being referred to as Type BD 
SATT. 

The initial installation in Beatrice 
will include detector equipment, for 
the automatic identification of the call- 
ing subscriber’s telephone number, for 
business stations only. The local and 
rural Beatrice subscribers’ telephone 
numbers will be recorded into the 
SATT equipment by the Beatrice toll 
operator. 

The central dial offices at Filley, 
Pickrell, Plymouth and DeWitt will 
also have access to the Beatrice SATT 
equipment. The Reatrice toll operator 
will be required to identify the calling 
number from each of these exchanges 
for the SATT equipmert. To facilitate 
this identification the directory num- 
bers for all these exchanges will be 
the full seven digit number even 


though the subscribers at Plymouth, 
DeWitt and Filley will still be required 
to dial only a four digit number to 
complete their local call. The seven 
digit number will completely identify 
the station number and the exchange 
for the SATT equipment. 


Let us take a look at this new tele- 
phone service as it will be used by the 
subscribers in the Beatrice area. We 
must remember that to many of our 
subscribers in Beatrice, even local dial 
service is new: The importance of 
knowing the correct telephone number 
and then the proper use of the dial 
must be stressed in all instructions to 
the subscribers. This becomes even 
more important with the introduction 
of direct distance dialing. 


The SATT equipment will be used 
by our subscribers for all station-to- 
station toll calls to most dial offices 
in LT&T territory and to Omaha. 
Eventually, when the proper equip- 
ment has been installed in Omaha, they 
will be able to take part in nationwide 
dialing. The equipment in Beatrice 
will require no changes other than 
providing to it the identifying codes 
for these aditional exchanges as they 
become available. 


A local subscriber who desires to 
place a person-to-person or a collect 
toll call will dial the single digit “O” 
to reach the long distance operator. 
The operator will record the necessary 
information and complete the call for 
the subscriber. She will be required 
to complete a toll ticket for each call. 

A local subscriber who desires to 
establish a toll call to a distant auto- 
matic office, station-to-station, may 
dial the call direct. A special directory 
is provided which lists the exchanges 
that may be reached by direct distance 
dialing and the routing digits required 
to reach each exchange. These special 
digits are required to make a S1x or 
seven digit number for all exchanges, 
even though the present: directory 
listing is only a three, four or five 


W. L. (Bill) Eckles, Beatrice chief switchman, 
Ponders the intricacies of a tape perforator unit. 
The primary record of all completed SATT toll 
calls is the punched tape produced by the machine. 
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The ticketer selector repeaters, shown here, 
select the proper toll circuit group to route the 
subscriber dialed toll call to completion. 


digit number. As our program pro- 
gresses and each exchange is identified 
by its proper seven digit directory 
number, no special routing digits will 
be required. 


Since the Beatrice SATT equipment 
is a combination of B & D Types, our 
subscribers must first dial a SATT 
access code to seize the toll ticketing 
equipment. This code for Beatrice and 
tributaries is ‘90.’ Next the subscriber 
will dial the special routing digits pro- 
vided by his SATT directory and then 
the listed telephone number for the 
called party. If this call is placed from 
a telephone with automatic detector 
equipment (business phones only), the 
calling number is recorded automati- 
cally in the ticketer, and the automatic 
switching equipment extends the call 
to the distant exchange and to the 
called station. 


If this call was placed from a local 
residence telephone without automatic 
detector equipment, a Beatrice Long 
Distance operator will ask the calling 
subscriber for his telephone number. 
This number will be keyed into the 
ticketer by the operator, and the call 
will then be extended by the automatic 
equipment to the called station in the 
distant exchange. 


The SATT equipment will automati- 
cally record all the essential informa- 
tion concerning this toll call. Timing of 
the conversation is started when the 
called subscriber answers his tele- 
phone, and is stopped when the calling 
party hangs up his telephone. When 
the call has been completed, the ticket- 
ing equipment will collect all the re- 
quired information, which will then be 
recorded on the tape in the form of 
coded punched holes. 


All toll calls from paystation tele- 
phones must be routed through the 
Long Distance operator for completion. 
The paystation phones will not have 
access to the SATT equipment. 


As previously stated, the central dial 
offices of Filley, Pickrell, Plymouth 
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and DeWitt will also have access to the 
SATT equipment in Beatrice. 


Subscribers in these dial tributaries 
desiring to place person-to-person long 
distance calls either to Beatrice sub- 
scribers or to distant LT&T dial offices, 
or to place any toll call to manual ex- 
changes or most points beyond our 
company territory, dial the operator 
code. This seizes the Beatrice trunk cir- 
cuit and signals the operator at the toll 
board in Beatrice. The Beatrice opera- 
tor answers this call and, after record- 
ing the information provided by the 
subscriber, extends the call to com- 
pletion. 


Dial tributary subscribers desiring 
to place a station-to-station toll call 
either to Beatrice subscribers or to 
authorized distant dial offices may 
complete their own calls. The sub- 
scriber dials the SATT access code 
provided for his exchange, plus the 
required routing digits for the ex- 
change desired, plus the called party’s 
directory number. The Beatrice toll 
operator is signaled after the sub- 
scriber’s dialing is completed, and asks 
the calling party for his telephone 
number. This number is keyed into the 
ticketer by the operator to complete 
the identification for this call. The 
ticketer then forwards the digits pro- 
vided by the subscriber and extends the 
call to the desired exchange and the 
called station. Timing of this call is 
started when the calling station an- 
swers. When this call has been com- 
pleted, the ticker will collect all the 
information regarding the call and 
forward it to the tape perforators for 
recording. This tape becomes the pri- 
mary record of the to!l call placed in 
this manner: 


Already on the job at Beatrice are experienced 
switchmen Lambert Eitel (shown here), formerly 
of Lincoln, and R. M. Drake, who transferred from 
Hastings. They will form the nucleus of the 
equipment forces following conversion. 
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An interior view of the drive-in payment Comfortably settled among the pastel tones 


window finds Beverly Rotzin preparing a left are: Thelma Bitting, Donna Nienaber and Beverly of his new office is Clyde Burge, district 
Sah bad subscriber Carl Schmidt, RFD 1, Rotzin. Not pictured is a fourth member, Carieta Woelke. manager. “ 


Moving Day for District and Commercial Offices at Beatrice 


Already ensconced in their assigned 
quarters on the ground floor of the 
new Beatrice building are the local 
commercial and district office folk. To 
say they are delighted with the change 
would be an understatement. Moving 
day was a snap. The lucky office work- 
ers walked into the new surroundings 
and sat down to reassemble the business 
papers brought from their old desks and 
files. Everything else was new. 

High in the spectrum of eye-appeal 
is the new business office, with desks 


in his emergence from the basement of the 
building to a private ground-floor office. 


Friends of Dan Smith, district wire chief, rejoice 
old 


and counters specifically designed to 
fulfill the peculiar needs of Beatrice 
Commercial. Here we find many innao- 
vations from the customary business of- 
fice arrangement; the most outstancing 
being the inclusion of a customer 
drive-in payment window where busi- 
ness is transacted with the occupant of 
a car through the glass seal by the aid 
of a two-way microphone-speaker sys- 
tem and a sliding depository. A large 
portion of customer payments already 
is being made in this manner. 


The new district office, with desks occupied by 
Ted Ray, district Clerk, and Irma Arnold, substituting 


The district office is separated from 
the local business area so that customers 
will not wander into this section by 
mistake. Both the district manager and 
district wire chief are provided separ- 
ate offices with the spacious outer office 
being the domain of the district clerk 
and district secretary. 


The Beatrice traffic and local inside 
plant forces will necessarily occupy the 
older building until after the cutover. 


Adjacent to the local commercial de- 
partment is the office of Lloyd Oglesby, 
area manager, and a busy man these 


for the vacationing Mary Goracke, district secretary. days. 


_ 35 Candles On His Cake 
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Howard H. Lahr of 
Hastings Plant reached 
his 35th service birthday 
on November 9. He is 
willing to admit that it 
was a long time ago that 
he first appeared on the 
Payroll at Lincoln as a 
cableman. Howard went 
to Hastings in 1924 and 
has rounded out the bal- 
ance of his service record 
there. In the picture John 
Spady, district manager, 
is presenting the service 
emblem while E. J. Flow- 
€rday, area manager, 
Stands at left. 
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Happiness Ahead 


Donna Baldwin, Hebron Traffic, and Dean 
Parpart were united in marriage November 
10 at the Lutheran Church in Hebron. 


The marriage of Agnes Buller, York Traf- 
fic, and Delbert Liermann took place Novem- 


ber 11 at the Methodist Church in York. 


Sandra Coon, Beatrice Traffic, became the 
bride of Melvin Souder in a ceremony per- 
formed at the Christian Church, Beatrice, on 
November 18. 


Carolina Penner, Beatrice Traffic, and 
Lloyd Van Laningham were married Novem- 
ber 22 at the Lutheran Church, O'Dell. 


On December 1, Karen Ross, General Traf- 
fic became the bride of James Snyder. They 
were married in the Little Brown Church in 
the Vale at Nashua, Iowa. 


Bob Swanson and Norris Hammond concentrate their 
joint experience in dial switching to a problem that surely 


will be solved in short order. 


the installation, bones up on circuitry 
during a pause in the day’s occupa- 
tion. 


State House Offices 
United by Huge PABX Conversion 


One of the company’s largest “ex- 
changes” was converted to dial opera- 
tion when all state offices in the cap- 
itol building, except the stations of 
the Supreme Court, were placed under 
the common number 7-5211. Calls to 
this number feed through 40 trunks 
into a three-position attendants cabi- 
net from which connections are avail- 
able to the 257 main stations and nearly 
as many extension telephones of the 
building. 

The attendants cabinet has a capacity 
of 500 lines. The dial switching equip- 


_ Wilbur Wolfe of Toll Equipment, lacing cable 
high on the superstructure of the new switch bays. 


ment for interdepartmental and out- 
going calls is equipped with 45 selectors 
and 35 connector switches. 


The giant conversion has been handled 
by local forces. The activities of some 
of the telephone workmen at various 
stages of the job's completion are pic- 
tured here. Commercial functions were 
assigned to Bedric Wanek, who made 
number assignments and acted as am- 
bassador in seeing that all departments 
were properly served and made happy. 
Robert Blackford was foreman in charge 
of the installation, with able assistance 
from plant specialists from his own and 
other sections of the department. 

An immediate savings of several hun- 
dred dollars per month is effected by 
the installation. Of course, with facil- 
ities for economical addition of sta- 
tions readily available it is expected 
that future growth may balance the 
revenue figures in the not too distant 
future. 


Replaced by the new equipment are 
four small PABX systems and four of 
the manual type formerly used to pro- 
vide service to various departments. 
The conversion took place gradually as 
different sections were made ready; 
with the last stations being cut into 
the switchboard on the night of De- 
cember 5. 
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Bedric Wanek, service engineer, explains the 


modus operandi of the attendants cabinet to O. E. 
Lindquist, superinterident of state buildings. 


Splicer A. D. Miller, of Construction, had to 
bring all his experience into play to unravel the 
snarl of wires in the old cross connecting box. 
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To Charles P. Arnold, of Lincoln Plant, fell the 
task of running most of the iumpers on the new 
frame. 


5 6 ith The days of the 4-’56 Club are numbered. Its life span will end 
wi the passing of December when the final tabulations will be made 


and the slate wiped clean. Nothing, however, can erase the fine record 


which has been established in this yearlong program of energetic 
Merchandising; a record that is all the more remarkable becuuse no 
special inducements, rewards or prizes were offered. The success of 
the Program can be attributed directly to those men and women who 
recognize the need of building telephone revenues—and that it can 
be done largely by providing customers with improvements in their 
present telephone facilities. 

By the end of November more than one in every five employees 
were members of the Club, many of them being eligible several times 
over. The tally to date indicates that the 313 members are divided 
as follows: General Offices—10; Central District—-36; Eastern District— 
re be Southern District—47; Western District—143. 

Still high in individual saies credits is Dewey Lewis, Lincoln 
Plant, who jumped into the lead last April and has not been headed 
since. He added 15 sales points during November. Another fine sales 
record for the month came from Plattsmouth where Grace Heigl with 
17 additional points took over third place in the standings. 

Pictures of those who ‘’made” the club during December will be 
published in the January issue, which will also contain the final 
statistics for the year’s Merchandising efforts. 
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Judith Hempey 
Hastings—4 


Barbara Hall 7 
Geneva—4 


Theo Frycek 
Geneva—4 


*x*xRuth Compton 
Hastings—11 


K. J. Boshart L. D. Burch 
Lincoln—4 Crete—7 
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Norma Maschmonn Joann Miller - 
Hebron—4 


Ramona Kenning 7 
Hebron—4 


Mary Morrison 
Geneva—4 Y ork—4 


Joy Knisley Lois Lindburg 
W ahoo—4 York—4 
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Marlys Uhrich Margaret Williams 
Hastings—4 York—4 
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Barbara hiittler 
Geneva—4 


June Sole 
Grafton—4 
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DeVee Smalley 
Superior—4 


Betty Moul 
Geneva—4 


4-'56 Club, Continued 
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Club Leaders 


tohkotok Bie Ferd, Beatrice ceectcsestcen ene 26 G. L. Sinner, Hastings ...--...-------- 15 Adele Ganzel, Nebraska City .... 10 
FERN AEAARAAARNAAE ae ok Mh Humboldt .....----------- 25 Gladys Ball, Ashland wececeeeteee neces 14 D. .R.. JOyht, Ostings. 2.2. 10 
Dewey Lewis, Lincoln ........----.-.--- 110 Lillian B. Sowers, Lincoln ......------ 25 L. H. Lane, Weeping Water .......- 14 Loretta Mclinay, Crete .............. 10 
FOTO ADI A AAA AIO Velma Bock, Geneva ..--------+------* 24 R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln .......--------- 14 J. D. Nichelson, Wahoo ..........---- 10 
tok (19) W. L. Higgins, Lincoln -.......------ 24 -H.L. Whitney, Superior ........--.--- 14 A.J. Parde, Beatrice -...........-..... 10 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth ...... 77. totokok (5) A. L. Zehrung, Lincoln .......------- 14 Lucille Scheidemann, Sutton ...... 10 
FOO IAI Es Moorhead, Clay Center .....- 22 Jody Hartley, Lincoln .......--------- 13. Minnie Schlitt, Hastings -...........-- 10 
Ike (18) J. E. Caley, Fairbury .....-.--------++- 21 Catherine Cassell, Sutton -.....----.- 13 D. D. Smith, Lincoln ...........-.------- 10 
Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth .........- 75 R. H. Fischer, Milford .....-.--------- 21 Wm. O. McOmber, Crete -......----- 13 Mildred M. Wait, Stromsburg ...... 10 
{OOOO tz (17) ML. Hodge, Beatrice ........-------- 21 A. C. Andres, Stromsburg ..-..----- 12. W. R. Behrns, Wohoo ...........--.---- 9 
G. W. Heikes, Beatrice ............-- 68 H. F. Kempf, Hastings -.--.-.--------- 21 Ben Docekal, Brainard ....--..-------- 12 H. E. Butler, Ashland ..........-.--.--- 9 
TOO bot ototctok (15) R. M. White, Lincoln ........---------- 21 C. P. Franzen, Pawnee City -.-....- 12 J. J. Caldwell, Lincoln ...........---.- 9 
Js W, Dudgeon, Hastings ae oe eh L. A. Genrich, Beatrice ......-------- 20 Edith Mattson, Stromsburg .....--- 12 Claud Clary, Jr., Plattsmouth “9 
FOI IK IK (13) kkk (4) Charlotte Wright, Osceola .......--- 12 Dorothy Darnold, Hastings .........- 9 
P. J. Guelker, Beatrice .............. 55 __—iOD.. C. Gilmore, Beatrice ......-------- 19 x (2) Vivian Dee, David City ...........-.. 9 
R. H. Culver, Sutton ...........-....-..- 53 J. H. Mankamyer, Sutton ........-. 19 B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth ...... 1 R. H. Kinnison, Nebr. City .......... 9 
TOO ok tok (12) W. D. Quinn, Lincoln .....-----------+ 19 E. W. Drewel, Lincoln ........-------- 1] L. E. Reighard, Lincoln .............. 9 
lee A Hutchison, Lincoln ............ 5] Eldeen Riese, Hastings .....--------- 18 J. D. Green, Lincoln ........----------+- 1] Roma Schere, Cedar Bluffs ........ 9 
M. A. Lohmeier, Lincoln .............. 50 D. E. Webb. Hastings ..-------------- 18 R. C. Hawkins, Lincoln ......-------- 1] L. P. Schlentz, Lincoln .............--- 9 
TOI (9) W. P. Barry, Osceola. ...c-cscs-------- 17 L. M. Miller, Lincoln ........--------+- 1 Ethel Daharsh, Wahoo .............--- 8 
George Placek, Nebr. City .......... 38 Betty Beebe, Osceola .......------+---- 17 S. G. Nelson, York ....---------++++--+- 1] J. S. Durr, Nebr. City ......-.-.-----+- 8 
SO II (8) R. H. Berggren, Ashland ..........-- 17. ‘J. L. Roth, Hastings ....-------.-0---- 11 W. K. Eltiste, Nebr. City ........... 8 
Ps Vi Eekles, BOGOR scsesscscvisccscuvecs 35 Betty Christensen, Nebr. CHS secs FT D. G. Rutledge, Weeping Water 1 R. M. Green, Lincoln ..........-------- 8 
C. H. Kermoade, Western .......... 34 J. E. Hatfield, Stromsburg .......--- 17 G. C. Shipley, Seward .......----------- VW H. F. Hansen, David City .......... 8 
Mae Meduna, Wahoo ................ 32. B. T. Hayes, Hastings .....----------- 17 L. M. Ward, Lincoln ......---+-------+ 1 M. Lautenschlager, Davenport .... 8 
2.9.0 .0.0.8. 4 (7) A. L. Ackermann, Fairmont ...... 16 H. O. Wentink, Hastings .....------- 11 J. J. Miller, Lincoln ........-.-------++ 8 
sctty Schrepf, Lincoln ................ 29 Mary Beaty, Wahoo ......---+.-+++-- 16 L. C. Williams, Stromsburg ....---- 11  W. R. Minich, Geneva ..........-.-.-- 8 
A. E. Stansbury, Beatrice .......... 29 E. T. Dougherty, Lincoln .......----- 16 ‘ dritt, Hastings ..-.---- 10 Ewald Ochsner, Seward ...........--- 8 
E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth 28 R. H. H ker, Sutton 16 Moreane Allarity, Tasting Lucille Schli Hasti 8 
Karen Speckmann, Wahoo Se Sue Routan, Chromisbirg 2-16 Marian Barnes, Ashland .....-.----- 10 UCIHE, SOE Ry PIGS UiiGe esses 

J. E. Turner, Beatrice cae — 28 tok (3). De eC i ee Lura Blackman, Ashland Sesresesee 10 V. P. Spears, Lincoln oars toeceeeas 8 
tA (6) BT Cow deory HOStInOS: vce 15 O. B. Dill, David City -......--------- 10 EH Wellman, Hebron nrc 8 
E. J. Kalkwarf, Lincoln .............. 27.‘ Emma L. DeJonge, Humboldt .... 15 H. T. Drake, Tecumseh .....--------- 10 = Mary P. Wright, Hebron ............ 8 


"He Shot an Arrow in the Air” 
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Mr. and Mrs. Howard Smith (Lincoln 
chief switchman) tramped into Halsey 
Forest in mid-September, packing their 
bed and grub. Howard was armed with 
bow and arrow and an archer’s deer 
permit. He was right on the ground, 
literally, when the season opened. The 
forest was dry, which made the stalk- 
ing more difficult, what with crackling 
underbrush and snapping twigs, but he 
managed to creep within 30 or 35 yards 
of a fine mule deer and felled it with 
a Single arrow. 


The deer, a doe, dressed at 110 
pounds which put it in the heavyweight 
division. Only five deer were taken by 
bowmen during the Halsey Open and 
and Howard’s was the third kill. He 
is a member of the Pioneer Bowmen 
of Nebraska. | 


Prior to his excursion, Mr. Smith 
attempted to get in a few licks of 
practice in his back yard, but one of 
his arrows flew astray. His neighbor, 
who was tending garden, was startled 
to see an object slithering down the 
row toward him. He thought it was a 


snake. It sped right between his feet 
as he spread-eagled to avoid it. The 
incident brought out the worst in the 
neighbor and the best in Jim Story, 
poet laureate of 4-Office switchroom, 
who sat down and composed the follow- 
ing verse to immortalize the event. 


The Prodigal Arrow 


Big Howard Smith, with bow and arrow, 
Who couldn’t hit a good-sized barrel went 
out in back to practice hunting bear. 


His neighbor, who was standing by, 
He gave our boy the evil eye, but then 
decided Howard would not err. 


He shot his arrow hard and high. 

It looked like it would hit the sky. Then 
things began to really fry and pop. 

It went right down the garden row 

And almost hit the neighbor’s toe; who then 
began to blow his bloomin’ top. 

He threw his hoe; he threw his rake. 

He thought that he had seen a snake; and 
was prepared to make a bitter stand. 


It looked real bad for Dead-Eye then; 

Who started running toward the din, because 
he thought that he had shot the man. 

But things grew quiet and kinda sad. 

His neighbor then become a cad. They say 
he yelled so loud it sounded crude. 

He fumed and fussed; he cried and cussed; 

He even took a bite of dust, so vile and 
vicious was his ugly mood. 

So Smith backed off with quickened pace. 

No longer thought himself an ace. At shoot- 
ing toward his neighbors he was 

through. 

So if you’re in the mood to shoot, 

Go out to where the hoot owls hoot; lest 
all this trouble finds its way to you! 


A True Story 
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Ain't It the Truth! 


We could say, “It’s more truth than 
poetry,” this jingle composed by Kath- 
leen Carey of Lincoln Traffic. The 
same thought must have crossed the 
minds of information operators from 
time immemorial. 


INFORMATION PLEASE 


They can read the fine print on coupons 

Or the tiny little type that saus “Free.” 

But they can’t read the good, clear 
printing 

In their telephone directory. 


For Service Rendered 


It’s nice to hear from appreciative 
subscribers and we add our congratu- 
lations to those contained in the fol- 
lowing letter to Virginia Lempka, Te- 
cumseh Traffic, for her alert and proper 
handling of the fire call from Crab 
Orchard. 


“Dear Mrs. Lempka: In checking with 
information it appears that you were 
the operator handling my calls after 
the fire at Crab Orchard at 3 a.m., Oc- 
tober 20. If any other operator worked 
on the calls will you thank her also, 
for me. I realize that you were doing 
your job but if you had not understood 
how to get where I wanted to go, there 
could have been much delay. Even in 
the call to the fire department at Filley, 
when the first fellow said we had to 
eall Harold Tompson, my first thought 
was, “How will I get Central back on 
the line with these dial phones?” But 
there was no delay and you came right 
back. Just wanted you to know I did 
appreciate a job well done.” 

(Signed) Mrs. Floyd Edwards, 
Crab Orchard 
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Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J.H, HARTLEY,. Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


Towering majestically in the night 
sky above Lincoln’s business section is 
LT&T’s contribution to the Spirit of 


Christmas—a giant revolving star that 
glows in greenish hue for a while, then 
bursts momentarily into vivid yellow 
before returning to its softer shade. 
The effect is startling. 

The display culminates a two-year 
effort by Bud Eden’s self-critical crew 
to accomplish just the right result, and 
well we think they have done so. The 
six-foot, three-sided star is made of 
aircraft aluminum, surfaced with fluor- 
escent Day-Glow paint. Black lighting 
is used to produce the subdued effect, 
while incandescent lights flash at inter- 
vals during the star’s continuous revolu- 
tion. Mounted atop the microwave 
tower, it 1s more than 230 feet above 
street level. 

Assigned to the task of redesigning 
the lighting effect this year were Jack 
Swigerd, Jerry Schleiger and Tom 
30yd, of the building design force. 
They deserve congratulations for their 
spectacular success. 


Auburnifes in Thrilling Rescue 


It was quite an adventure that 
awaited three Auburn Plant men as 
they drove their car toward the river 
bank in the fog and darkness of a crisp 
November morning. Harry Rogers, Fen- 
ton Kipling and Myron Birdsley were 
making their regular pilgrimage to their 
blind on the Missouri near the ancient 
ghost town of Aspinwall. It was the 
kind of weather that chills a man to 
the marrow and influences a duck to 
forsake the Northland and take wing. 
Our huntsmen were looking forward 
to a well filled larder before the day 
was done. 

As they pulled up at the river’s edge 
they heard a faint halloo from out in 
the current. They could dimly make 
out the form of a man struggling to- 
ward the bank. Other cries came from 
the darkness beyond. Rogers launched 
his aluminum motor boat and the three 
set out in the direction of the calls. 
They located two other hunters in the 
icy waters and brought them to shore 
where a fire was built and their cloth- 
ing dried. 

The wet huntsmen were from 
Omaha. They told of starting down 
the river in a motor boat and being 
thrown overboard when the craft ap- 
parently struck an object in the dark- 
ness. A fourth man had remained in 
the boat and was last seen drifting 
southward while trying to steer the 
disabled boat to shore. 


Two of the telephone men embarked 
in pursuit and found the man about a 


Left to right: Myron Birdsley, wire chief; Fen- 
ton Kipling and Harry Rogers, combinationmen of 
Auburn. The rescue craft is in the background. 


mile downstream, nearly exhausted and 
helpless from exertion and exposure. 
He was helped to shore where another 
roaring fire was kindled for the long 
thawing and drying process. It was 
nearly two hours before he was able 
to make the voyage back to the spot 
where his companions were toasting. 
The exhausted hunter told the Auburn 
men that he had given up all hope of 
getting out of the predicament alive. 
All the men wore life preserver jackets, 
which probably accounts for their liv- 
ing to tell the tale. 

It cost our telephone brethren all 
their cigarettes and coffee, plus a chance 
to shoot into the biggest flight of the 
year. They were quite disturbed to find 
so many bothersome details involved 
in becoming heroes. 
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n Relations Roundup 


The “old grads” of a dozen Human Relations in Management classes were assembled for the annual 
Human Relations Roundup at the Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, on November 2, with the attendance being 


well nigh 100 percent of those eligible and able. 


The session occupied most of the day with the busi- 


ness at hand being interspersed by a fine dinner in the baiiroom. Officers of the company spoke briefly 
to the group following the dinner, while the morning and afternoon sessions were built around two ad- 
dresses delivered by D. Crawford Houston, an industrial relations director of Salt Lake City. His 
morning speech was on the subiect ‘‘Communications; Management’s Number One Job,” while that of 
the afternoon was ‘‘A Pattern for Personnel Practice.” Enthusiastic comment from many who attended 


indicates that the day was put to profitable use. 
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Training Board Presented 
fo LARC School 


Two children test the demonstration board at its 
Presentation to the LARC school. Standing at 
rear are Mrs. L. A. Enerson, president of LARC; 
A. B. Waters, district commercial manager; and 
Merl Sherman, of Lincoln Commercial. 


On November 2 a group of children 
from LARC school visited the equip- 
ment building at 15th & M. LARC 
stands for Lancaster Association for 
Retarded Children. The school is lo- 
cated at 21st and J streets. 


Volunteer workers guide the afflicted 
children in their difficult trail toward 
taking their place in society. One of the 
greatest teaching problems is that of 
finding means of instilling initiative and 
the desire for self-expression in the 
minds of the pupils. The children showed 
great interest in the automatic dialing 
unit which demonstrates the course of 
a call through the switches when dialed 
from a telephone at either end of the 
display. Some of the shy youngsters 
were motivated for the first time to at 
tempt the use of the telephone. Mrs. 
L. A. Enerson, president of LARC, re- 
marked that it would be of great value 
to have such equipment at the school. 


Merl Sherman, who acted as guide 
for the group, began working on a de- 
sien for a simpler display that would 
allow the children to make calls to and 
from telephones mounted at each end. 
He set about collecting materials and 
enlisting aid. With a helping hand from 
Kent Eno, Lowell Johnson, Bill Rosen- 
thal and Byron Pattison, he had the 
job completed within a few days. The 
telephones of Merl’s unit have a dial 
tone, a ring-back tone and their own 
ringing circuit operated by push but- 
ton. The equipment was presented to 
LARC school on November 12. It was 
received with equal enthusiasm by 
teachers and pupils. 


Tamora Swings to Dial 


The exchange at Tamora became the 
84th dial operated central office in the 
LT&T system with its conversion on 
November 20. In the ceremonies of 
the day, Fred Bergin, chairman of the 
village board, placed the first call 
through the new equipment shortly 
after 10 a.m. to K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent at Lincoln. 

Work on the conversion program 
has been in progress for several months 
during which both town and rural 
lines have been rebuilt and extended. 
The exchange serves 156 telephones, of 
which 120 are rural. The equipment 
installation was handled by eastern dis- 
trict forces including E. L. Barney, 
Lincoln; Elmer Bean, Seward; J. D. 
Behrns, David City; and G. C. Shipley, 
Seward. The cutover details were di- 
rected by George B. Keith, district wire 
chief. 

The installation offers full selective 
ringing on party and rural lines. The 
new CDO office is at the rear of the 
former exchange building. Mrs. Leona 
Gescking, retiring chief operator, has 
purchased the latter structure and will 
make her home there after returning 
from a winter sojourn to California. 


Leona Geseking, chief operator, on her last day 
at the board. 


She has served at the exchange since 
1943, 

Telephone service was first brought 
to Tamora by farm line from the 
Seward Bell exchange. Only four or 
five subscribers then were listed in the 
directory, About 50 years ago the 
Seward County Independent company 
hauled a switchboard into town and 
built the local exchange, offering free 
county-wide service through the eight 
other exchanges of the company. LT&T 
bought both Bell and Seward County 
properties in 1912. 


Journey's End 


Funeral services were held November 15 at 
the Metz Mortuary Chapel in York for Ralph 
Reed, father of Leonard Reed of York Plant. 
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The annual banquet for employees 
retiring in 1956 was held at the Hotel 
Cornhusker on November 8. The 
“graduating class’ was smaller than 
usual. Though the group was lacking 
in numerical strength, it rolled up a re- 
cord for years each individual had 
devoted to the telephone industry. The 
five male retirees held an average 
service record of nearly 47 years; while 
the four ladies posted an average of 
more than 31 years. 

The honored guests were: Belva 
Butler, Unadilla Traffic; C. E. Cum- 
mings, Engineering; Charles Dicken- 
man, Beatrice Commercial; Huldah 
Gessner, president’s office; G. W. Han- 
sen, Construction; Lauretta Piper, York 
Traffic; F. M. Strasser, Supply; Clara 
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Retiring Employees Feted af Annual Banquef 


Van Matre, Ashland Traffic: L. P. 
Young, General Traffic. Mr. Cummings, 
Miss Butler and Mr. Dickenman were 
unable to be present at the gathering. 

Breast of turkey steak on wild rice 
featured the festive table, while a 
travelogue color picture was watched 
with great interest by the assembled 
guests and hosts. Vice President Hale 
attended the introduction and presenta- 
tion of gifts to the class, after which 
the floor was given to each honored 
guest in turn. It should be said that 
most of them were surprised at their 
own oratorical talents and the hour of 
reminiscences was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. Arrangements for the party 
were made by Walter F. Roberts, per- 
sonnel director. 


Retirement of Belva Butler 


The October 31 retirement of Belva 
Butler, Unadilla chief operator, closed 
her active service record at 37 years, 
three months and ten days; one of the 
longest among traf- 
fic employees. Miss 
Butler did not join 
the LT&T family, 
however, until 1947 
when the Unadilla 
exchange became 
part of our system. 
All her _ credited 
service has been 
amassed at this ex- 
change in a con- 
tinuous span of employment dating 
from 1919. Prior to that time she had 
served as operator for the Pawnee City 
company, but this service could not be 
included in the “official” summation. 

Miss Butler expects to continue resi- 
dence at Unadilla. Her successor as 
chief operator is her sister, Mrs. Ella 
B. Segler, who has worked as helper 
for Miss Butler for a number of years. 


Belva Butler 


New Responsibilities 


lexaced 


Rose Meduna L. E. Lyons 
Service Assistant Construction Foreman 
Wahoo Lincoln 


Plant 
W. B. Alvis, lineman, Beatrice to Lincoln. 
Jack Billings, driver-lineman. Beatrice, to 
combinationman, Fairbury. 
Anna Bott, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Hastings. 


Robert W. Clark, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Lincoln. 


Claud Clary, Jr., combinationman to switch- 
man, Plattsmouth. 

Lambert Eitel, switchman, Lincoln to 
Beatrice. 

D. C. Enderle, lineman, Lincoln to Ne- 
braska City. 
_ J. W. Landenhberger, combinationman, 
#riend to switchboardman, Crete. 

CL. E. Lyons, lineman, Lincoin, to construc- 
tion foreman, General Plant, 

D. D. Miller, lineman, Lincoln to Tecumseh. 
Donnabelle Schumann, clerk, Hastings to 
Lincoln. 

J. E. Turner, combinationman, Beatrice to 
Friend. 

Traffic 

Rose Meduna, operator to service assistant, 
Wahoo. 

Lura Lamb, operator, Wymore to Lincoln. 

JoAnn Bock, operator, Wahoo to Lincoln. 
Lila Egger, operator, Hebron to Lincoln. 


Ashland Commercial Shines 


Looking past the water cooler and booth toward 
the manager’s office, where Manager Charles 
Novak is receiving District Manager Howard 
Spahnle. 


Everything being in readiness, the 
Ashland commercial department va- 
cated its old lodgings and moved across 
the street to the new building on Oc- 
tober 24. Some very proud and happy 
people have been showing off their 
office finery ever since as townspeople 
arrive to pay their bills and remain to 
inspect the quarters and offer compli- 
ments, 

Desks, chairs, fixtures, nearly every- 
thing is brand, spanking new. The old 
furnishings being left behind when 
the move was made. Bud Eden and his 
building design crew outdid themselves 
in creating a business office that lends 
itself both to utility and beauty. 

Gladys Ball, Ashland cashier, still 
finds new thrills in using her big desk 
that is designed to contain every item 
of stationery and equipment used in 
performing her daily tasks. Manager 
Charles Novak had to be coerced into 
occupying his plush office, having 
noted the envious glances of both the 
area manager and district manager as 
they compared its surroundings with 
those of their own. 

Anyway, the people of Ashland are 
united in their praise of the new build- 
ing and commercial office. 


Re ass 
Gloays Ball, Cashier, finds all the necessary ma- 
terials in her biq desk to conduct the regular 


business of her office. 


8h 14. ie 


Martha Merz Joins 35ers 
November 15 was a special day for Martha Merz 
of Seward Traffic, for it marked the accumulation 
of 35 years service to be credited to her account. 
District Manager Howard Spahnle appeared at the 
Seward office on that day to present her with the 
pin that most folks say is the prettiest of all. 
The picture was snapped by Loran Powell as Miss 
Merz was admiring her new possession. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association in November 1956: 


Primary Members: E. G. Brehm, Engineer- 
ing, $12.50; I. E. Doran, Lincoln Plant, $7.50; 
P. J. Eisenbarth, Lincoln Plant, $10.00; J. D. 
Green, Lincoln Plant, $10.00; A. L. Griffis, 
Lincoln Plant, $10.00; J. P. Howland, Lincoln 
Plant, $7.00; H. E. Olsen, Lincoln Plant, $32.50; 
William Schuman, Lincoln Plant, $12.50; R. J. 
Donaldson, Supply, $165.00; J. J. Eisenbarth, 
Supply, $320.25; H. M. Miller, Supply, $5.00; 
Florence Tatman, Supply, $25.00; D. L. Fisher, 
Construction, $25.00; L. D. Keedy, Construc- 
tion, $12.50; G. W. Heikes, Beatrice Plani, 
$15.60; C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings Plant, $10.00; 
E. J. Jungek, Hastings Plant, $104.00; F, L, 
McCormick, Hastings Plant, $13.50; J. G. Van 
Nordheim, Hastings Plant, $159.20; N. J. 
Towle, Nebr. Tel. Dir. Co., $3.20; Genevieve 
Griffin, Lincoln Traffic, $19.30; Hazel Nichols, 
Lincoln Traffic, $238.95; Be¥erly Schroeder, 
Lincoln Traffic, $5.00; Mary Trumble, Lincoln 
Traffic, $15.00; Judy Whitney, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $17.50; Lura Blackman, Ashland Traffic, 
$138.40; Irene Swan, David City, Traffic, 
$25.00; Helen DeBord, Fairbury Traffic, $4.00; 
E, Elaine Kershner, Hastings Traffic, $10.00: 
Veda Parsons, Superior Traffic, $40.00: Dar- 
lene Maulsby, York Traffic, $58.00; Winifred 
Sanburg, York Traffic, $12.00; Imelda Willms, 
York Traffic, $253.65; S. J. Dennis, Pensioner, 
25.00; Mary Docekal, Pensioner, $10.00; Laura 
Sires, Pensioner, $91.25; and Clara Van Matre, 
Pensioner, $7.50. 


isependents: Lincoln: Terry Cox, $95.00; 
Mrs. J. A. Dobbs, $20.00; Mrs. R. J. Donald- 
son, $71.90; Danny Doran, $6.50; Cheryl Find- 
ley, $4.25; JoLynn Gray, $251.85; Mrs. A. L. 
Griffis, $20.00; Douglas Hammond, $88.30; 
Mrs. R. L. Hibbert, $5.00; John ‘Hobson’ 
$48.00; Mrs. C. F. Hutchison, $35.00; Connie 
Martin, $77.00; John Miller, $7.50; Mrs. T. Ww 
Ryan, $69.55; Mrs. J. K. Schleiger, $5.99. 
Derek, Schleiger, $88.50; Mrs. R. W_ Slote 
$282.35; Mrs, R. C. Trouba, Jr., $85.85: Myre’ 
D. W. Utterson, $150.90. Mrs J. M. Abrame’ 
Dorchester, $10.00; Mrs. F. M. Crewdson’ 
Hastings, $7.00; Nancy Crewdson, Hastings, 
$7.00; Kathleen Barry, Osceola, $227.35: Mrs. 
Chester Byard, Syracuse, $235.80; and Mrs. 
L. R. Cink, Wahoo, $11.00. 


| ~ Pioneer Ladies Gather in Saunders County 


Wahoo was the focal point of assembly of the Frank Woods Chapter distaff merrymakers on Octo- 
ber 30. Facing the camera in Methodist Hall are, front row: Gladys Ball, Clara Van Matre, Lura 
Blackman, Myra Metcalf—president, Georgia Smith, Cecile Anderson, Lena Conrad, Camilla Selzer, 
Melba Richards, Dorothea Heckman. Second row: Ethel Daharsh, Edna M. Austin, Florence Arbogast, 
Florence McKie, Pearl Shreve, Nona Brusnahan, Mary Beaty, Inez Olsen, Clara Jones, Mae Meduna, 
Juanita Schleif. Third row: Merna Bates, Darlene Multer, Helen Krieger, Hattie Staley, Huldah Gessner, 
Helen Guelker, Miriam Carter, Mary Bornemeier, LaVerne Braun, Opal Allison, Hazel Hagenbuck. 


New Employees 


Commerical 
Marjorie Headrick ............ Clerk, Superior ........ 10-29 
Lois: Lindburg™  ...ieiaccconan Cashier, York .......... 10-29 
Shirley Palmer* .............. Clerk, Hastings ...... 10-22 
Plant 
LD BOR acer a eccmeet Givin: YOtK - sesccsxess 11-26 
SS Ly ROTO: dnucstesseasecees Gdmn., Lincoln ...... 10-30 
Dis. PIV: aot ieste Godse see Gdmn., Lincoln ...... 11-19 
Leland W. Jungert .......... Gdmn., Hastings ....10-29 
Det Wi: IRIGUN -pueceeeseonsieeces Gdmn., Sutton ........ 10-29 
W. E. Morley, Jr. ..... -..... Gdmn., Lincoln ...... 10-29 
Lucille Soree..2ccsosc ci. Elev. Opr., Linc. ....11- 1 
Ee Fs WORE? <cencceccisere Janitor, Nebr. City..10-22 
Traffic 
Everine Andelt ........--..---- Spr Greve “cc. ncceene 10-23 
Deanne: Burch 4ceees Opr., Hastings ........ 11- 5 
MaryAnn Christensen ....Opr., York .......-..---- 10-22 
JOON (DEUKEP °c ccsedenravacteanns SOF op OTe -ssccadsceatitee 11-26 
Carol Fanning .........-..------ Opr., Wahoo .........- 11-5 
Mary Ellen Harrison” ...... Opr., Hebron .......... 10-26 
Marjorie Hughes®* ............Opr., Nebr. City ....11-23 
JUNE JONSON” wiciscaetccus. or, Fairbury s.s<. 10-15 
Bana Jordary siiscasenncsivec Opr., Wahoo .......... 10-29 
BOTEY DAOUT Cie ecceesadas Opr., Geneva .........- 10-29 
Helen Nickels ............--.... OB VOR: acute 11- 5 
Mavor Ohnoutka ...........-.. Opr., Wahoo 11- 5 
Delores Schmidt .............. DY... “Y Gi Ke sccaov acces 11- 5 
Ellen Segler* ........-......... Cont. C.O., Unadilla 10-31 
SAG: «TUITE sec eeretcatiocecoved Opr., Beatrice ........ 11-26 
Sharie Wagner ........--.-.... Opr., Hastings ........ 11-5 
Anne Wheeler®. ............-. Ope, LINCOIN: ecnccs. 10-29 
* Re-employed id 


i evs Dh sd ‘ eee rr: eines 

Those ‘’Whitney Boys” of Superior, better known 
as Old Shrimp and Young Shrimp, stalked their 
quarry west of Crawford on the morning of No- 
vember 28, as the deer season opened. Not long 
afterward they were ready for the return trip, 
with a winter’s supply of venison strapped to the 


fenders. 


Le en 


Big Edition Off the Press 


Hitting the December 1 delivery 
date on the nose, the new Lincoln tele- 
phone directory is now in the hands of 
subscribers. The book expanded in all 
directions. There are eight more yel- 
low pages and ten additional pages in 
the classified section. Four freight car- 
loads of paper were used by the State 
Journal Company in printing the 78,000 
copies. 

With the delivery, Dean Hamilton 
and his directory compilation force 
waited in nervous expectancy to hear 
of the inevitable errors that must creep 
into so large an undertaking. They 
joined in a hugh sigh of relief when 
they found the directory to be 99.96 
percent error-free. 


Blessed Events 


A daughter, Pamela Jean, was born to Mar- 
lene and Cliff Becker November 10. Marlene 


is on leave from Accounting. 


Mr. and Mrs. Cloyd Bucknell are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Debra Sue, born No- 
vember 9. Cloyd is a construction foreman 
headquartering at Nebraska City. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Cardwell announce 
the birth of William Richard on November 
19. Bob is employed in Engineering. 

Twin daughters, Lori and Lora, were born 
November 3 to Mr. and Mrs. Bud Peterson. 
Little Lora lived only a few hours after birth. 
DeLores is on leave from York Traffic. 

A daughter, Pamela Elaine, arrived at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ritchey on 
November 17. Charles is an employee in the 
Lincoln “2” Office Switchroom. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Wheatcraft are the 
proud parents of a girl, Debra Lee, born 
October 23. Erman is employed in Nebraska 
City Plant. 


—#6t 15 fae 


Pioneers Shoot fo Kill 
af Tecumseh Stag Party 


eae 


Chow time at the Club House. 


We'll say this much in compliment 
to those who attended the Pioneer hunt- 
ing stag at Tecumseh on Saturday, 
November 10: Their feet didn’t hurt! 

A man with a couple of ouching 
corns wouldn’t have the fortitude to 
trek the fields and sloughs the way 
these fellows did. Object of the hunt 
was the elusive quail that inhabit the 
region in abundance. Our experienced 
huntsmen found enough of them to 
raise a great uproar with their thun- 
dering guns and several quail lost their 
lives in the crossfire. 

All of which is diametrically op- 
posed to the activities of Pioneer fisher- 
men, who regularly attend the fishing 
stag gatherings but bring neither rod 
nor reel. However, when the weary 
nimrods assembled later in the day at 
the Tecumseh golf course clubhouse the 
events took on a familiar ring, A fine 
dinner awaited them, after which the 
boys from over the territory sat down 
to get acquainted, Doing this usually 
costs the uninitiated a few shekels, 
but being Pioneers, they learn quickly, 
and a pleasant day was acclaimed by 


all. 


Buck Isaman, Bob Cliford, Ramey Johnson, Dale 
Weber and Kent Eno display the riddled carcasses 
of six quail and one pheasant. 


35 YEARS 
34 YEARS 
33 YEARS 


SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 


Albury, Lincoln. 
Nelson, Lincoln. 


>TO 


31 YEARS 
30 YEARS 
Lincoln. 
29 YEARS Spohn, Lincoln. 

28 YEARS E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 

27 YEARS C. E. Harp, R. R. Rauch, Lincoln. 
26 YEARS J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 

25 YEARS P. -J. Guelker, Beatrice: Louise 
Schmidt, Lincoln (November anniversary). 
22 YEARS L. M. Miller, Lincoln. 

21 YEARS F. M. Crewdson, Hastings; A. L. 
Reed, Lincoln. 


Fritz, Lincoln. 
utchison, Hazel Nichols, 


.M. 
a. 
. R. Winscot, Lincoln. 
«Re 
a 
ae ce 


mW 


L. C. Hutchison 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Lincoln 
30 Years 


> = 


E. C. Schrank 


A. E. Linden 


Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


Hazel Nichols 


17 YEARS Nata Hershey, Geneva. 

15 YEARS Gladys Ball, Ashland; Velma Gar- 
lock, Genevieve Graff, York. 

14 YEARS L. E. Lyons, Tecumseh; F. E. 
Smith, Lincoln. 

13 YEARS Elsie Cooper, Beatrice, R. H. Kin- 
nison, Nebraska City. 

12 YEARS H. F. Kempf, Hastings; Gladys 
Neugebauer, Auburn; William Schuman, Lin- 
coln. 


11 YEARS K. J. Peters, Lincoln. 


10 YEARS E. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, A. 
E. Linden, R. M. Merrill, E. C. Schrank, Lin- 


coln. 


G. M. Albury 
Lincoin 
35 Years 


| 


Velma Garlock Genevieve Graff 


York York 


15 Years 15 Years 


Fairbury Office Inspected By 
Rising Generation 


A student group from Fairbury high 
school toured the telephone office on 
Careers Day, November 15, and were 
given glimpses of the mysterious oper- 
ations that weave a pattern of good 
telephone service. The young folk were 
quite impressed and T. E. Longdon. 
area Manager, received some fine “thank 
you” notes from grateful students. We 
thought the following best expressed 
the sentiment of the letters. 


“Dear Mr. Longdon: I wish to extend 
my thanks and appreciation for the 
wonderful way in which we were re- 
ceived into your office. Your secretaries 
were extremely helpful in showing the 
different types of orders, forms and 
ways of filing . . . I was surprised at 
the efficiency and neatness of the office 
and consider it an honor to have been 
a part of it for Careers Day. Again I 
wish to extend my thanks to you and 
your friendly employees.” Marilyn Os- 
borne. 
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Louise Schmidt 


9 YEARS Eloise Baldwin, D. M. Hunt, L. R. 
Rhoades, Lincoln; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee 
City; C. C. Minich, York; J. C. Selko, Has- 
tings. 

8 YEARS S. M. Carr, Auburn; G. E. Carter, 
R. W. Clark, Lincoln; A. J. Parde, Beatrice. 


7 YEARS R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln. 


6 YEARS William Ahrens, R. M. Martin, 
Lincoln; Elmer Bean, Seward; L. A. Genrich, 
D. V. Gollehon, Veronica Siske, Beatrice. 


5 YEARS R. W. Blackford, Helen Campbell, 
Lincoln; Glenda Garton, Superior; L. D. 
Keedy, Tecumseh; Emma Meyer, Seward; 


K. L. Paro, York: 


LincoJn 
25 Years 


Ashland 
15 Years 


E. J. Kalkwart 


N. H. Leisveld 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Lincoin 
10 Years 


Fischer Featured 


The inside cover of the Wisconsin 
General News for September carried 
a very fine portrait of John Fischer, 
formerly of Lincoln Plant, and dubbed 
him “Our Salesman of the Month.” 
In the accompanying story Johnny was 
praised for his part in putting the 
northern district over the top in the 
company's district campaign. It’s good 
to hear that the man still is a “ball of 
fire.” 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


Recent vacationers from Traffic are Merna 
Bates, Agnes Michalek and Margaret Zeilinger. 
. . Betty Gaskil is flashing a beautiful dia- 
mond and congratulations are in order... 
We are glad to have Irene Swan back with 
us after being on the sick list a few weeks. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Amy Dixon, Weeping Water Plant, spent 
her vacation visiting relatives in Missourl. 
We were very glad to see her return to work 
for the office was getting a little dusty . . 
Janice Amick has been on needles and pins 
the past few days, and for a good reason. 
She and her husband are waiting to move into 
their new home Mary Ernst filled in 
for Thelma Tritsch in the commercial office. 
Thelma and her husband had a very pleasant 
trip to New Orleans and Natchez, Mississippi, 
seeing many places of interest while there. 

. Pauline Reckard has been on vacation, 
spending a weekend in Kansas City and 
taking life easy The Plattsmouth em- 
ployees are enjoying the newly decorated 
office and traffic room. The air has been a 
bit strong of paint and varnish but well 
worth it, we assure you. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


News is searce, but vacations are still in 
order in the Seward exchange : Delores 
Pankoke of Traffic spent her vacation at 
home ... Yours truly is back in Traffic after 
having spent two weeks just being a home- 
maker. R. H. Gray, area manager, 1S 
back from his trip to California. 


Wahoo Area 


by Leona Benal and Mary Beaty 


Birthday cake and coffee were served in 
honor of Kassie Owens, Elvera Olson, Pat 
O’Hare, Leona Benal and Karyl Lusch 
Emily Sladky spent a short time in the hos- 
pital . . . Karyl Lusch is the happy owner 
of a very pretty diamond. Congratulations! 
. . . Mary Beaty and Hazel Hagenbuck at- 
tended the Ak-Sar-Ben Coronation A 
farewell gift was presented to Marlys Cox 
who moved to her new home in California. 

. Bill Behrns spent his vacation time at 
home and also hunting. Blue geese, naturally. 

_ Ed Dorland spent the first part of his 
vacation visiting his son in Illinois and the 
last part in Humboldt. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


On November 19 the Auburn employees 
and guests enjoyed a pre-Thanksgiving dinner 
with chicken and all the trimmings. George 
Damon received a turkey as first door prize 
and Roberta Rebuck a ham as second prize. 
Bingo and cards afforded entertainment for 
the remainder of the evening. Area Manager 
George Eggleston and wife and Wire Chief 
Myron Birdsley and wife were special guests. 
This dinner was made possible through ac- 
cumulation of our Union money. Our thanks 
to the Traffic girls and Mrs. George Damon 
and Mrs. Marcus Johnson for preparing and 


roan ors 


Admiring the new 35-year emblem held by 
Martha Merz, and anticipating the same _ for 
themselves in the near future are these Seward 
employees, from left: Lydia Jones, chief operator, 
with more than 32 years service; R. H. Gray, area 
manager with more than 33 years credit; Martha 
Merz; and Beata Merz, her sister, who is ‘’grow- 
ing on‘ 29 years service. 


serving the meal ... Myron Birdsley, Harry 
Rogers, and Fenton Kipling have been kept 
busy hunting during the early morning 
hours and bringing home ducks and a few 
geese from the Missouri River ... We still 
have a few vacationers, Delores Bolejack 
made short trips to Omaha and Lincoln. The 
rest of her time was spent with her parents 
at Nemaha. Harry Rogers spent most of his 
time hunting on the Missouri River. 


Beatrice Area 
by Marie Fuller and Frank Fisher 


Recent vacationers were Pansy Keckley 
and Caroline Fielder. Alice Reents and hus- 
band spent a week in San Antonio at a Lu- 
theran missionary meeting and sightseeing 
in Old Mexico Joan Menke has been 
convalescing at home following an operation. 
... Marcella Will is back at work again... 
Two new toll students are Fern Kohbein 
and Marlene Schroeder Mr. and Mrs. 
John Brockmeyer spent their vacation visit- 
ing their daughter and family at Colorado 
Springs ...R. M. Drake spent his vacation 
hunting pheasants We all wish D. V. 
Goliehon a speedy recovery from his recent 
illness. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlInay 


The Berl Strayers and Don Nortons of 
Crete took a trip to the Ozarks on their va- 
cations. They also enjoyed some _ hunting. 
. .. We at Crete have lost Don Norton, who 
transferred to Lincoln, but gained Jim 
Landenberger of Friend, who replaces Don. 
John Turner, formerly of Beatrice, has 
taken Jim’s place at Friend Everyone 
reports a pleasant Thanksgiving, but in 


Contributing to David City’s good telephone 
service is the 71 years’ experience shared by 
these three ladies. From left: G. Ella Ferguson, 
Camilla Selzer and Irene Swan, chief operator. 
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unison we say, “We ate too much!”’ a 
~ Helen Cudly is recuperating in a hospital 
following an appendectomy. 


Fairbury Area 
by Betty A. Vaughn 


The opening of the pheasant season has 
been the main topic of conversation around 
“the office, though not many birds have been 
seen_. . Martha Vculek’s car happened to 
be in the wrong place at the wrong time 
but the damage was not serious ... Carolyn 
Fisbeck vacationed at home... Viola Hutch- 
inson rambled around her ‘“‘twelve-room man- 
sion”’ while on vacation The football 
season was royally attended by a number 
of LT&T employees: Beryl Leslie and Irene 
Smalldon to the Nebraska-Missouri home- 
coming game; Kay Hoffhine to the Colorado- 
Nebraska game at Boulder; and Gerald Caley 
to the Nebraska-Kansas game in Lawrence. 
Gerald also ventured to Houston, Texas, 
while on vacation ... Bonnie Harris visited 
in Denver .. Mandane Reid remained at 
home ... Floyd Nave spent a leisurely three 
weeks at home and aboard his new motor- 
cycle with which he covered a couple of 
hundred mile jaunts . By now everyone 
within our office and throughout most of 
LT&T knows what a “shot in the arm” is. 
Many of us might not have taken time or 
had the money at the right time for our 
polio shots. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


Everyone seemed to enjoy a nice Thanks- 
giving. It was a quiet day at the Franzen 
house due to the children having chicken 
pox .. . Blood doners from this office in- 
cluded Vyrl Clark, Carl Franzen and Avis 
Collar ... Our office is getting that Christ- 
masy look, and we hope to add more in 
our spare time. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


Barbara Nittler has returned to work after 
a most enjoyable vacation in Hawaii ‘ 
Manager and Mrs. Crew vacationed in Omaha 
and Lincoln. 


Hastings Area 
by Carole Cummings and Anna Bott 

Vacations are still in the news. Minnie 
Schlitt spent hers in Salt Lake City and 
Marlys Uhrich in Creighton ... Aletha Ben- 
nett chose a “hunting season” vacation. Come 
Sunday morning, Marie Pearson decided to 
go hunting with her. Soon Aletha had shot 
a bird but couldn’t find it. Marie joined the 
search and soon Aletha heard her yell, “I’ve 
got it! I’ve got it!’ Investigating, she found 
Marie in the ditch sitting on the bird. Marie 
said it was still alive when she found it, 
and she sure didn’t let it get away ... Jack 
Nordheim is on the sick list. All his friends 
wish him a speedy recovery ... Donnabelle 
Schuman, former plant clerk, has transferred 
to Linecoln Plant. Replacing Donnabelle is 
Anna Bott, who transferred from Traffic .. 
H. O. Wentink visited his daughter and fam- 
ily in New York on his vacation. 


Hebron Area 

by Mary Wright 
Regina Bethscheider and E. H. Wellman 
attended the Human Relations roundup in 
Lincoln, November 9 On Thanksgiving 
Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taedter had as guests 


Cees Sc gaan ees 4 eel 

At left is Bob Hunzeker, combinationman at 
Sutton, who traveled to Red Feathers, Colorado 
with four friends in hones of bagging a deer or 
two during the season. They did much better, as 
the picture fells, when each of the five came home 
with his own trophy. 


their son and wife of St. Joseph and relatives 
from Denver We still have a few 
folks taking vacations. Ronald Francis chose 
the “hunting season” for his. He had plans 
to go to the western part of the state, but 
the weather was so bad their party got only 
as far as Lexington . . Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Lemkau and family spent a week in the 
Sutton vicinity, where Bob had an opportun- 
ity to get in some hunting. 


Stromsburg Area 
By Betty Beebe 


The fellows around this area are looking 
a little sad. The hunting season is at a stand- 
still—no water, no ducks ... “Smick” Wil- 
liams spent his vacation remodeling his house. 
. . . Bill Barry also vacationed at home... 
On November 9, Manager Wait attended the 
Human Relations roundup in Lincoln. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 

Jack Mankamyer took a week of his va- 
cation during hunting season. With his dog 
Mike to help find the pheasants after Jack 
shot them, it turned out to be quite a suc- 
cessful hunt ... Bob Hunzeker accompanied 
friends on a deer hunt at Red Feathers, Colo- 
rado. Bob tells us each hunter came home 
with a deer, 


York Area 


by Lois Lindburg 


Vacations are still the main news topic 
from York. Nadine Rains vacationed in South 
Dakota and Vera Knerr spent her vacation 
at home ... Don Schark chose the hunting 
season for his vacation and took full ad- 
vantage of the time Ferne Wilger, a 
former operator now living in Empire, Ore- 
gon, was a recent visitor in our traffic de- 
partment. We extend sympathy to Ferne in 
the recent death of her mother. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Counting the freckles in a _ picture has 
proved profitable for Barbara Rich who en- 
tered a guess of about 326 in a contest and 
won a vacuum cleaner. Being accustomed to 
more involved accounting, Barb let Rod do 
the 1-2-3's Steak-fanciers braved the 
snowy weather to bid farewell to Jack Geist 
at an Accounting steak fry near Seward, 
November 15. Favorable comment on _ the 
previous affair caused attendance to double 
this time. An air of dignity prevailed as 
Larry Connealy remained attached to his 
hat ... After all her Thanksgiving prepara- 
tions, the company Ruth Strong was ex- 
pecting didn’t show up, but the Strongs 
soon found people to help devour the excess 
turkey . . . The Nebraska-Oklahoma game 


first to clear the table 


was sadly viewed by Velda Decker who 


was visiting in Oklahoma for Thanksgiving. - 


‘ Mid-afternoon pool-break participants 
Marge Tvrz, Barb Catron, Betty Sherwood, 
and Estelle Foght have been helped with 
their aim by Dewey Nelsen. Betty was the 
Pat Tindall’s 
traveling husband is off again. He walked 
out at 1:00 a.m. but has been heard from since 
—a short TDY has taken him North 
Radar caught Jerry Swenson recently. It 
must have been in the coupe—couldn’t be 
the Model T .. . Irene Stolz spent ten days 
Sightseeing in New Orleans, enjoying most 
the French Quarters and the Gulf. In New 
Orleans it’s difficult to put you six feet 
under, so 85% are left above ground—this 
because the city is only four feet above 
Sea level. Nobody cares to see the dead man’s 
float . . . Hither there are an awful lot of 
dishonest people, or some crook sure makes 
a lot of telephone calls. Dewey Nelsen col- 
lects and disposes of hundreds of Slugs de- 
posited in coin boxes ... Staff men are busy 
considering the problems to be faced as the 
company adopts subscriber toll dialing. This 
change will involve the eventual conversion 
to punch card equipment. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 
Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, 
Associate Editors 


An Accounting Department steak fry means 
delicious food and a lot of fun. Joan Thom- 
sen, Carol Goff, Sally Grabowski, Eleanor 
Grabowski, Barbara Shirey, Edna _ Rosane, 
Kay Pfeiffer, Opal Allison, Cleo Hartman, 
LaVaugn Reddish, Bob Ross and M. W. 
Franklin can vouch for that, we are sure . 
Thanksgiving Day is a wonderful time of 
the year, but when one has to rise at the 
early hour of 2:00 A.M. to put the turkey 
on so it will be sure to get done, it sort of 
dampens the spirit. That is what Eunice 
Bailey had to do. But alas, Eunice is on a 
diet and couldn’t even indulge in the dinner. 
a Joyce Smith spent Thanksgiving in 
Council Bluffs ...A trip to Longview, Texas 
was the way Louise Jenkins and family 
celebrated the holiday Jackie Drake 
took a trip to Dunbar Joan Thomsen 
took a couple days off to £0 to her home 
in Minden - Bonnie Barr spent Thanks- 
8lving in Panarna, and Delores Dovel in 
Douglas. Janice Wall went to Hampton. 
Chris Miller took a week’s vacation at home. 

- Wanda Carman returned from a week 
of rest . . . Pearl Lawson had a two-week 
vacation and also stayed close to home ... 
Carol Goff spent her week off Christmas 
Shopping . . .Cleo Hartman ran into some 
trouble getting to work on Nov. 21. The 
roads were icy and her ear slid into a ditch. 
A wrecker was called to pull them out, 
making Cleo one hour late for work ’ 
Jerri Morrison hops into a 1957 Dodge every 
night after work. The new car belongs to 
Jerri’s fiance and it is a beauty ... Eunice 
Bailey and Rose Carlson celebrated anni- 
versaries last month. Eunice received a 10- 
year pin and Rose Carlson a 30-year pin. 
Congratulations to both . Donnell Cotton 
took a weeks vacation recently as Ron was 
asked to report to the U. S. Army ... The 
accounting department will hold a Christmas 
breakfast Dec. 24 at the Hotel Cornhusker 
: . And so we leave with this pleasant 
thought and with a very Merry Christmas 


and a Happy New Year to all from Carol 
and Sally. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Claude Helm’s last week of vacation was 
quite exciting as he had his first plane 
ride (which he didn’t care too much about), 
and then he is a proud grand-pappy. Claude 
and Mrs. Helm made a flying trip to Boston 
to see the new grandson, and Claude reports 
he is a ‘‘dandy.”. We are glad to report 
at this time that Ivan Paddack is home from 
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the hospital after undergoing surgery on his 
hand. We hope to see him back in the 
office before too long ... We take this op- 
portunity to wish everyone A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


Custodial 
by Paul Radebaugh 


We are glad to report Elmer Kleckner is 
slowly improving from a stomach ulcer op- 
eration. He was given nine pints of blood 
at the hospital. Elmer wishes to express his 
thanks for the donors who volunteered their 
help in replacing this blood - Jack Cox 
spent a week of his vacation at home doing 


some painting and fixing up around the 
house. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Gloor 


R. L. Dalton and wife took a short vacation 
through Cheyenne to Loveland, Colorado 
where they visited relatives. While in Colo- 
rado they did a little Sightseeing. They also 
did a bit of horseback riding ... Gerald Car- 
ter and family journeyed to Arizona to visit 
his aunt whom he hadn’t seen for thirteen 
years . . . We still have a few who can’t 
seem to rest while on vacation. Perry Cald- 
well finished his vacation by painting his 
house and putting up storm ‘windows. David 
Guthrie is spending the rest of his vacation 
painting his kitchen. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Gloria Ahl 

While vacationing in Florida, Jim Baxter 
took a nine-day tour and saw many interest- 
ing sights Les Hutchison found the 
Ozarks an ideal vacation spot... Roy Mills 
and Ray Zimmerman spent their vacations 
at home . .. Sandra Lipskey was another of 
our employees who enjoyed the Ozarks. 


Wire Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Gerald Miller 

Wayne Higgins is the proud owner of a 
three point buck deer. Wayne enjoyed a 
hunting trip in the Sand Hills ... Also va- 
cationing this month were Russ White, Bob 
Hawkins and Howard Robinette ... Our de- 
partment has an outstanding memory man. 
Bob Hawkins, a member of a car pool, was 
driving his own car on this particular day 
and when taking Leland Ward home, a few 
blocks from Lee’s house, he looked across 
the boulevard and noticed his Pontiac was 
missing from its usual parking spot. His 
loud comment was, “Where in tarnation has 
my wife gone at this hour of the day?” 

. Seasons Greetings to everyone. 


eS e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Being a lepidopterist isn’t enough. Orville 
Spencer also aspires to becoming a lapidary. 
This hobby requires—beside a supply of 
lapillus (rocks and stones) which he picks 
up for nothing—a grinding wheel and tools 
which cost money. In going from one hobby 
to another Orville liquidates left-over equip- 
ment from—say Hobby 3, to finance Hobby 4. 


c is Lola Hether- 
ington, staff assistant, who is approaching her 14¢h 
service birthday with LT&T. 


In pursuance thereof he advertised for sale 
a dog house which he had used to raise 
pigeons. He neglected to inform his wife 
whose recent energies have been directed 
toward moving from their old home, which 
they decided to sell, to a newer and nicer 
place, ‘‘How much for the house?”’ asked the 
first telephone caller. ‘‘Nine thousand dollars, 
answered Mrs. Spencer, hopefully. A heavy 
thud came over the wire, followed by a 
scratching sound. ‘Hello! Hello!” called Mrs. 
Spencer, frantically. The caller finally clawed 
his way back to the phone. “What a dog 
house!” came the dazed voice. “Oh, that’s 
only twelve dollars,’ explained Mrs. Spencer. 
The man couldn’t resist the price cut. 
Spencer says the fellow has both dogs and 
cats. With that combination he might raise 
cogs and dats ‘‘Where’s phone 267? 

asked Dean Hamilton, peering at Engineer 
B. A. Isaman from behind a head-high 
armload of new directories. ‘‘That’s a dead 
line,” replied Isaman, pointing at two frayed 
wires hanging from the wall. (One of Bud 
Eden’s walls.) ‘“I’ll dial it to be sure. In 
the basement Engineers Don Swanson, Ken 
Versaw and Vic Musselman, with others, were 
studying Human Relations under Walter Rob- 
erts. “Is that you, Walt?” demanded Isaman 
in an astonished voice. “Yes,” replied Rob- 
erts, first looking carefully around to be 
sure. ‘“‘We’re studying Human Relations in 
the basement.’”’ What are you doing on a 
dead line?” demanded Buck, staring at the 
frayed wires in disbelief and giving Hen 2 
wondering tug. “What do you mean, dead? 

retorted Mr. Roberts. ‘‘This Human Relations 
is all new stuff,’’ and he slammed down the 
receiver. Walt read Section C. ‘That man 1S 
frustrated,” he finally announced, sounding 
frustrated. ‘“‘That man’s frustrated, thought 
Isaman, hanging up and giving the frayed 
wires one last frustrated jerk. “Theyre frus- 
trated,’’ mumbled Dean, as he staggered down 
the hall, frustrated The 3:15 coffee 
break in the outside plant engineering sec~- 
tion is a real contribution to employee health 
and good will; so is the polio vee oe 
program. Then the twain got twisted. peas 
on,” announced George Bossung, at tw 
o'clock, heading for the vaccination line. 
Don Neill, startled out of deep concen 
grabbed his coffee cup and headed down aa 
hall. ‘How much vaccine do you need: 

asked George, throwing in a punch line. 


Lincoln Traffic 


by Verletta Alexander 


Winter vacations are making sapiced gree 
traffic department. Della Wilcox an sac 
Goslin toured sunny California. They oa 
agreed the Yosemite Valley was the pene d 
beautiful part of the trip. Pat ia ee 
Phyliss Brown visited in Wymore. “fF tag 
Thomas spent part of her vacation pelea : 
for her Thanksgiving Day wedding and a a0 
visited in Elk Creek. Kathleen Litt ade 
to Scottsbluff, Cheyenne and Greeley. Loret 
Koresky visited relatives in Cambridge. pels 
Kalina vacationed in Pawnee City. Mteib 
Richards traveled to Wyoming. Darlene Bou- 
kather went to Grand Island. Pat en 
visited in Schuyler. Ruthann Snyder spen 
her vacation in Fairbury. Julene Jurgens- 
meier visited relatives in Edgar. ee 
Murphy went to Friend . . . Some who spen 
their vacations relaxing at home were N it~ 
ginia Tidd, Marilyn Schroeder, May Turney, 
Marie Portsche, Barbara Miller, Betty Patton, 
Carol Allen and Elaine Hawkins . .- - Doris 
Hardt was honoree at a recent baby shower 
given by Arleen Fitzpatrick and Jackie Crook. 


General Commercial 


Ruth Kadavy, Associate Editor 


After a long absence from the news col- 
umns, we just have to appear again to brag 
a little bit about our men’s. bowling team. 
In fact, they are so good, they even have a 
press agent who is very anxious to see that 
they get the publicity they deserve, and no 
wonder, since according to the last bulletin, 


they are well ahead of all the teams with 


the closest team, Shop & Supply, eight games 
behind . . . Speaking of bowling teams, some 
of our girls are also bowling on a team this 
year, which is also doing pretty good. At 
least they're higher in the ratings this year 
than they were last, which is a step in the 
right direction . . . Imogene Stumpff, form- 
erly a secretary in our department, pre- 
sented Papa Ed with a baby girl last month. 
Her name is Kristi Jo... L. P. Schlentz took 
a week of his vacation and helped his father 
move from David City to Lincoln. Luckily, 
they found an apartment only 42 block from 
Schlentz’s house The girls in our de- 
partment went to a house warming at Marlene 
Kuhl’s apartment one night recently. As 
usual, Pat “Card Shark’ Hardesty won all 
the money. A grand total of 90¢ ... George 
Walroth is looking forward to his annual 
Christmas time vacation with his daughter 
and family in Georgia. He may find some 
stowaways in his trunk upon arrival if the 
weather is too cold here... Ken and Mary 
Boshart took a two-week vacation to the 
Ozarks and had a real nice time. Ken has 
turned into quite a photographer and took 
some real nice pictures along th2 way. 
With Christmas just around the corner, we 
are all anxiously awaiting the annual fes- 
tivities. We are especially anxious now that 
we have heard that Dorothy Bader, a former 
employee who has been in California for 
about a year, and her husband Phil will be 
in Lincoln to help us celebrate the holidays. 

. . We are sorry to report that both Mrs. 
Quinn and Mrs. Ryan have been hospitalized 
recently. We certainly hope that they both 
will be feeling much better soon. 


“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 

Because of possible interference with holi- 
day plans, the Retired Employees Club will 
not meet in December . Bert Overcash, 
chairman, has been ill and his doctor advises 
him to give up his official activities in the 
Club. Bert Huddleston was elected chairman 
at the last meeting. He will finish the term 
for Mr. Overcash. Fortunately Mr. Huddles- 
ton has been working closely with Mr. Over- 
cash and we know he is capable of carrying 
on the work .. . Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Fisher 
noted their 60th wedding anniversary No- 
vember 4. They received a number of cards 
from Pioneers and a long distance call from 
a Pioneer in California ... Margaret Hall had 
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Bet MEL Re 


Photo—C. R. Baidwin 
Part of a large group of former LT&T folk who 
get together often in southern California to talk 
over old times. They met recently at the home of 
C. R. “Chet” Baldwin, former Humboldt manager, 
in honor of L. B. Mapel‘s 75th birthday. ‘“Mape” 
is well remembered as former area manager at 
Seward. From left: Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Mapel and 
J. E. “Jack’’ Totten—the latter once of Lincoln 
switchroom. 44°. Baldwin is now manager of Gen- 
eral’s Downey exchange which is enioying Inde- 
pendent telephony’s most spectacular growth. 
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as Thanksgiving guests a niece from Kansas 
City and two nephews, one of whom is 
with the Army in New Mexico and the 


other with the Navy in California ... Nona 
Brusnahan recently traveled to her home 
town of Friend to attend a bazaar... Bertha 


Sharp and family drove to Omaha to spend 
Thanksgiving with her sister ... Nellie Hunt 
had out-of-town relatives as guests for 
Thanksgiving ... We welcome a new mem- 
ber to our Club, Mrs. Edna Austin who 
has a 43-year service record with the tele- 
phone company at Stockville. 


General Traffic 


jJoyann Krieger, Associate Editor 


Vacations seemed to take place again for 
some of us. Merlie Markuson went to Den- 
ver and later to Florida—a place we all 
would like to be this time of the year. The 
Black Hills were the vacation pastime for 
Myra Metcalf, “‘Yours truly’’ spent a relax- 
ing week at home . We are all looking 
forward to Christmas and the big Christmas 
party. So until next year, ‘Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year” to everyone. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Dorothy Lefler, Associate Editor 


Vacations concluding: General Plant Su- 
perintendent George Barney and party—Fin 
’"N Feather, pheasant hunting; Max Walker. as- 
sistant to general plant superintendent—duck 
hunting, of course, with Retirees Fred Strasser 
and Lyle Young; Kay Portsche, vice-presi- 
dent's secretary—home, and with her hus- 
band to the Nebraska-Oklahoma game; and 
to wind uv the year, Mina Jorgensen, Gen- 
eral Plant, and husband are California bound, 
to be concluded with a look at the Rose 
Parade .. . President and Mrs. Thomas C. 
Woods entertained at their home in cele- 
bration of the ninetieth birthday of Mrs. 
Woods’ mother, Mrs. C. F. Ladd. Mrs. Ladd 
has long been an outstanding contributor to 
social, civic and church activities. And, what 
is even more remarkable, she still is. We share 
in what must have been a great number of 
congratulations and best wishes ... Thelma 
Spellman, Cafeteria, has been in the hospital 
and confined to her home for about a month, 
but we are happy to report that she will 
be back in her familiar place about the mid- 
dle of December . A word of thanks to 
the friends who so kindly sent cards of 
encouragement and good wishes to this cor- 
respondent. Those of you who have been 
temporarily grounded due to a prolonged ill- 
ness know that such thoughtfulness is a big 
help and so greatly appreciated. Many thanks. 


Supply 
by Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


Ray Sherman enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner 
picnicking in the mountains 30 miles from 
his son's home at Hermosa Beach, California. 
Temperature 82°. During the first Nebraska 
snow storm Ray was enjoying his vacation 
swimming in the ocean. (He probably jumped 
in to escape the smog—Editor.) ... Walt 
Knudson, Charles Bouse and R. FE. Sorensen 
spent their vacations redecorating their 
homes—a wonderful Christmas present for 
their wives ... Harold Ehrlich is the “hunter 
of the month.’’ During his vacation he shot 
the limit of pheasants Darlene Larsen 
enjoyed her vacation during Thanksgiving 
week visiting her family at Beatrice ... Our 
garage foreman, John Litzenberg, visited Mc- 
Cabe-Powers Auto Body Company at St. 
Louis and drove back in a new two-ton con- 
struction truck. The supervisors of McCabe 
Powers entertained at a luncheon in John’s 
honor .. . It was a happy day when John 
Bisenbarth visited with the Shop employees. 
All were glad to see that John looked so 
well and was full of his “ole humor.” ... 
The employees of the supply department wish 
you “A Merry Christmas and A Happy New 
Year.” 
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Chet Harp received a form 
letter from I. J. Devoe, 
controller, which began 
with the blunt statement: 
"Near Madam;" Chet read 


Marie Pearson, Hastings C.O0., 
accompanied Aletha Bennett on 
a pheasant hunt. Marie went as 
a kibitzer. Aletha shot a bird 
but could not find it in the 
-underbrush. She went on down 
the vale. Some time later she 
heard Marie scream and rushing 
back found the chief sitting 
on the struggling pheasant. 


no further and is. still 
wondering if it contained 
anything important. 


A very chagrined lady 
was Mina Jorgensen, 
General Plant, when 
told in the cafeteria 


= a 
")o-Tt-Himseli" Dick Yobson was 
replacing the woodwork around 
his bit picture window. He had 
it all cut and fit but wanted 
to paint it before putting it 
into place, so he slipped the 
big window back into the frame 
and went to bed. About 3 a.m, 
tne wind came up and sent the 
window crashing into the roo, 
broken into a thousand pieces. 
The Hobsons sealed the void 
with tablecloths and quilts un- 
til repairs coulu be made. 


Paul Henson, returning from 
Chicago, was scheduled to meet 
Cane, Devoe, Sievers and Con- 
nealy at Omaha for a meeting 
with members of the N.W. Bell 
Company. Paul was having 
trouble getting breakfast on 
the train and just as it reach- 
ed Omaha the order was placed 
before him. He: thought he had 
time to finish it before the 
train pulled out, but just as 


.he was dunxing his second piece 


of toast the train started with 
a jerk and Paul soon was_ back 
in Lincoln telephoning apolo- 
gies to ail and suniry. 


BUT IT LOOKS that she was wearing 
LIKE 1T'5 JUST 
BEEN SET . 


unmatched earrings. 


| 4MAT ONES GOT 
10 COME DOWN 


THE CARS GONE AGAIN— 
NOW WHERE'S THAT 
WIFE OF MINE ” 


YOU DO IT 
THIS WAY 


Lincoln Plant (husband of laine with the 

was driving his turn in the car pool. He 
on the way to Leland Ward's 
gone from its accus- 
conclusion’ 
relatives. 


A man bought three old poles 
from the warehouse, took them 
to his farm home on West A and 
set them jn place to flood- 
light his Barnyard. Next night 
when he came home the _ poles 


‘Bob Hawkins, 
sore fingers), 
had to pass his ow _ home 
house. When he noticeu the car was 
tomed place in the driveway, he jumped to the 
that ciaine had taken it to visit friends and 


Elaine Hawkins, Lincoln Traffic, 
was showing her daughter velyn 
how to use a newly acquired wire 


were gone. Olaf Nelson and stapler. She carefully took two Leland had to remind Bob he was driving it hinself. 
crew of Lincoln Plant, happen- sheets of paper between her 
ing by, saw the "dead spur" fineers; poised the  macirine 


HEH, HEH - THAT S 
4 GOOD ONE 


and removed it. It took some 
tall explaining to placate the 
irate farmer. 


gave it a resound- 
stapled the 


above them; 
ing whack ... and 
fingers together. 


Y 


v 
Kd Dorland, struck 


Mout through open country to 
the west to visit Mead and 

Ashland. He forgot his good 
yjintention to fill the gas 


Myron Birdsley, Auburn, 
volunteered to scoop ground 
corn away froma _ grinder h) tank before leaving Wahoo. 
while Ceorge Eggleston gave His car wheezed to a stop. 
his best sales pitch toa halfway to his destination. 
prospective farm customer. The nearest farm house was 
The farmer seemed in no far away and Eddie decided 
hurry to return to his work he would have to wait until] 
and as George talked on and a car came along. At last 
on, Myron began to look 'a truck came over the hil] 
like he had been working in and Ed flagged it dowm 
a flour mill. It proves Wouldn't you mow? [t are 
that Auburn employees put a gasoline transport, and 
forth every possible effort Dorland was soon on his way 
to make sales. with a full tank. 


Irene James, Fairbury, 
was making a coin test 


fed Husing, Wilber, was driver of the 
middle car ina caravan of three, 
speeding toward Syracuse to be in 
time for a football game. Somehow 
the State Patrol let the first car 
get past but hailed Ted to a stop as 
he was clocked by radar at five miles 
above the limit. While he was getting 
his ticket the third car roared by, 
trying to catch the other two, and 
Ted is mad because the officer didn't 
even glance at it. 


from a booth the other 
day. She was bothered 
by a peculiar humming 
sound in her ears and 


finally dashed out, 
thinking she was coming 
down with  claustro- 
phobia. She felt bet- 
ter on being told it 
was only the little 
ventilating fan. 


